Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

Regional Competition, Match #10

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell and Adam Fine are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
It was signed by fifteen nations on August 27, 1928, but when Japan invaded Manchuria in 1931, it proved worthless.  For ten points, what was this pact that outlawed war, co-sponsored by an American Secretary of State and a French foreign minister?

ANSWER:  Kellogg-Briand Pact

2.
Up to 20 percent of its weight can be made of intestinal bacteria, while it is moved along the large intestine by peristalsis, and its odor is derived from the chemical skatole (SKAT-ol).  The average human daily produces nine ounces per day of, for ten points, what solid waste material?

ANSWER:  feces (or stool); I guess you could prompt on “sh*t” if you wish.

3.
In this play, Adolphus Cusins is a Greek professor who agrees to become the successor to his future father-in-law, Andrew Undershaft, owner of a munitions business.  For ten points, what 1905 George Bernard Shaw play centers on the title character, an officer in the Salvation Army, and Undershaft’s daughter?

ANSWER:  “Major Barbara”
4.
For 10 points, what is the fourth quantum number that for electrons is always positive ½ or negative ½?

ANSWER: SPIN
5.
An equine relationship with her brother Poseidon led to the birth of a nymph named Despoena (des-PEE-na) and a stallion named Arion.  The Thesmophoria corn festival and the Eleusinian mysteries were both held to honor, for ten points, what Greek goddess of agriculture, the mother of Persephone (pur-SEF-oh-nee)?

ANSWER:  Demeter (dih-MEE-tur)

6.
Konrad Lorenz and Nikolaas Tinbergen shared the 1973 Nobel Medicine and Physiology Prize for their work in founding, for ten points, what branch of zoology that studies animal behavior in its wild or natural state, and is also known as sociobiology?

ANSWER:  ethology (accept “sociobiology” until the end)

7.
Born in Arkabutla, Mississippi with the first name of Todd, he won two Tony awards and worked on soap operas before breaking into film. His roles include Thulsa Doom in Conan the Barbarian, Terence Mann in Field of Dreams, and James Greer in The Hunt for Red October. For ten points, name this actor whose unique voice may be heard in CNN bumpers, as Mustafa in The Lion King, and as Darth Vader.

ANSWER: James Earl Jones
8.
For 10 points, who was the Secretary of the Interior that was the hardest hit of Harding’s cabinet by the revelation of the Teapot Dome scandal?

ANSWER: Albert FALL
9.
Never a full time writer, he spent the last eight years of his life playing the flute for the Peabody Symphony in Baltimore. That inspired his theories about the unity of poetry and music, which he explained in The Symphony and The Marshes of Glynn. For ten points, name this author of the Civil War novel Tiger Lilies and the poem The Song of the Chattahoochee.

ANSWER: Sidney Lanier
10.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. X minus 2y is less than 2 (x – 2y < 2).  For 10 points, what is the inequality expressed in slope intercept form?

ANSWER: y = ½ x – 1
11.
Prior to his poetic fame, he set up several practices with his medical degree from the University of Pennsylvania and wrote the novel White Mule and the cultural study In the American Grain. His poetic works include Kora in Hell and Pictures from Brueghel, while Spring and All contains the brief “The Red Wheelbarrow.” For ten points, name this author of a lengthy cycle of poems named after the New Jersey town of Paterson.

ANSWER: William Carlos Williams
12.
Stromatolites as old as 3.5 billion years provide evidence that, for ten points, what major type of single-celled plantlike organism existed back then and produced the Earth’s oxygen blanket?

ANSWER:  blue-green algae (or Cyanophyta)

13.
On January 21, 2002, the Newspaper Association of America named it their “Retailer of the Year”. The next day, it filed bankruptcy. For 10 points, what was this department store chain that has lost ground due to the rise of Wal-Mart and Target? 

ANSWER: K-MART
14.
It was built by J.A. Roebling and his son W.A. Roebling. It was the first steel-wire suspension bridge in the world and was the longest suspension bridge in the world at the time. For 10 points, what is this span across the East River in New York that was opened in 1883 and sold shortly after?

ANSWER: BROOKLYN BRIDGE
15.
The Parsees of Bombay are the modern descendants of, for ten points, what religious group that envisioned the universe as a struggle between the god Ahriman, who represented evil, and Ahura Mazda, who represented good?

ANSWER:  Zoroastrians (or Zoroastrianism)

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
In paint and illustration programs, it is the collection of symbols that represent drawing tools, such as a pencil, brush and eraser. What is this word that also describes the set of available colors in a graphics mode?

ANSWER: PALETTE
1B.
It was first articulated by Dwight D. Eisenhower. What was this theory that stated that the fall of one country in a region to Communism would lead to the fall of other countries in a region to Communism?

ANSWER: DOMINO theory

2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. F of X equals 2 times the cube of x minus 6 times x plus 4 (f(x) = 2x3 - 6x + 4). Over what interval is the function concave down?

ANSWER: (-∞, 0) OR X < 0
2B.
In which Shakespeare play would you find the characters Celia, Oliver, Touchstone, Orlando, and Rosalind?

ANSWER:  “As You Like It”
3A.
The work is based on a novel by DuBose Heyward, and is set in a Southern black community named Catfish Row.  What 1935 opera centers on a love affair between the two title characters, and was composed by George Gershwin?

ANSWER:  “Porgy and Bess”
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. H is a series.  The first term of H is 22, and each term is 7 less than the previous.  For 10 points, what is the sum of the first 6 terms of this series?

ANSWER: 27
4A.
What Norwegian-American immigrant wrote the novels Their Father’s God, Peder Victorious, and Giants in the Earth?

ANSWER:  Ole Rolvaag
4B.
What name is given to a doctor who specializes in treating skin disorders?

ANSWER:  dermatologist
5A.
The fazendas were the Brazilian equivalent of what Spanish estates, where colonial governments exploited African slaves and Native Americans by forcing them to cultivate sugar, coffee, and other staple crops?

ANSWER:  haciendas
5B.
Olesegun (oh-LAY-say-goon) Obusanjo (oh-BOO-sahn-joh) is fighting for re-election in what most populous African country?

ANSWER: NIGERIA
6A.
Actually a series of islands and shoals, what largest coral reef in the world lies off the eastern coast of Queensland, Australia?

ANSWER:  Great Barrier Reef

6B.
It runs for 444 miles from Otsego Lake in New York to the Chesapeake Bay near Havre de Grace, Maryland. What is this river that is crossed by a toll bridge on I-95 north of Baltimore?

ANSWER: SUSQUEHANNA River

7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the solution to the complex addition i + i 2 + i 3 + i 4?

ANSWER: 0
7B.
For 10 points, how many pronouns are in the following sentence? She ran and picked up his toy, claiming it was hers.

ANSWER: THREE (She, it, hers)

8A.
Which French philosopher wrote Emile, a novel defining his views on education, and also the political treatise entitled The Social Contract?    

ANSWER:  Jean-Jacques Rousseau
8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the least common multiple of 16 and 24?
ANSWER: 48
9A.
This word gets its origin from a character in Dickens’ Oliver Twist. What is this word that describes an adult who instructs others, usually children, in crime?

ANSWER: FAGIN
9B.
For 10 points, what name is given to the movement of gas molecules through a small opening?

ANSWER: EFFUSION

10A.
Who was the explorer that blazed the famous Wilderness Road into Kentucky and Tennessee?

ANSWER: Daniel BOONE
10B.
The town of Robesonia, Pennsylvania, is considering passing an ordinance that would make the consumption of what substance by teenagers illegal – logical, as the purchase of this substance by teenagers is already illegal under Pennsylvania state law?

ANSWER: TOBACCO (accept cigarettes or equivalents)

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
The study of economics centers around this one word. For 10 points, what is this word, which simply put, means that there are never enough resources to go around?

ANSWER:SCARCITY or SCARCENESS
2.
It consists of two oppositely charged metal plates separated by an insulator. For 10 points, what is this object used for the storage of electrical energy?

ANSWER: CAPACITOR
3.
Formed by two former members of Sweet Children in 1989, they debuted with the EP 1000 Hours. Their major label debut went octuple platinum on the strength of singles “Longview” and “Basket Case,” and their recent albums include Nimrod and Warning. For ten points, name this onetime rock band which found pop success in 1997 with “Good Riddance.”

ANSWER: Green Day

4.
In February 2001 he settled with prosecutors by paying $140,000 fine related to corruption in his government.  For ten points, what former leader of the Christian Democratic Union defeated Helmut Schmidt in 1982 to become Chancellor of West Germany, and served as head of Germany until 1998, when he lost to Gerhard Schröder?

ANSWER:  Helmut Kohl
5.
Their similarities extend beyond their last name: both are commentators on literature, both advocate the primacy of great texts in education, and both have written books on Shakespeare, including The Invention of the Human by Harold and Shakespeare’s Politics by Allan. For ten points, give the common last name of these authors of The Western Canon and The Closing of the American Mind.

ANSWER: Bloom
6.
This type of smog is caused by the mixture of nitrous oxide from car exhaust and oxygen in the air. For 10 points, what is this type of smog, so named as sunlight causes the reaction to occur?

ANSWER: PHOTOCHEMICAL
7.
In 1443, King Sejong commissioned some scholars to create a script specific to this language. The result was hangul (HAN-gool). For 10 points, this is a description of what language spoken in Northeast Asia?

ANSWER: KOREAN
8.
The main character of this novel is a pastor who unfortunately finds out that his sister Gertrude is a prostitute, and that his son Absalom has murdered a white Johannesburg city engineer named Arthur Jarvis.  For ten points, this is part of the plot of what 1948 novel about Stephen and the Kumalo family, the first by Alan Paton?

ANSWER:  Cry, the Beloved Country
9.
Drafted first overall out of Illinois in 1990, he returned to the city where he won two state championships in high school. During a later one-year stay with the Vikings, he broke several team playoff records. He was dismissed from the 2001 Redskins after a disastrous two-loss start. For ten points, name this current Seattle Seahawks backup quarterback who was run out of Atlanta, Oakland, and Indianapolis. 

ANSWER: Jeff George
10.
It is a city to which Paul wrote two letters and is today the second-largest city in Greece. For 10 points, what is the common name?

ANSWER: SALONIKA or THESALONIKA
11.
For 10 points, what term applies to the practice of moving illegally acquired money through financial systems so that it appears legally acquired?

ANSWER LAUNDERING:

12.
On August 31, 1946, The New Yorker carried only one article: the penultimate draft of this book, under the working title “A Noiseless Flash.” Published in book form soon afterwards, this nonfiction piece follows two doctors, two priests, a clerk, and a widow on August 6, 1945. For ten points, name this John Hersey work.

ANSWER: Hiroshima
13.
The universe is defined as the Fibonacci numbers less than 100, counting the 1 twice.  Set A consists of the even numbers in the universe.  Set B consists of the odd numbers in the universe.  For 10 points, what is the cardinality of B minus the cardinality of A?

ANSWER: 5 (8-3)
14.
Unlike breccia (BRECH-ee-ah), which features angular fragments, this type of rock is composed of rounded pieces of gravel, and is often found in oceans.  For ten points, what type of sedimentary rock gets its name due to its mix of many different rock fragments cemented together?

ANSWER:  conglomerate
15.
In 1806, Jean Francois Chalgrin (shal-GRAN) designed, for ten points, what structure located at the end of the Champs Elysees (shamps el-ee-ZAY) in Paris, a symbol of French patriotism that Napoleon commissioned in honor of his army?

ANSWER:  Arc de Triomphe  

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
This word comes from a Latin intensive prefix and the Latin word meaning to go down. For 10 points, what is this word that means to deal with people in a patronizing, superior manner?

ANSWER: CONDESCEND
2.
For 10 points, what are the two trigonometric transformation equations?

ANSWER: x’ = x cos θ – y sin θ AND y’ = x sin θ + y cos θ
3.
In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, a number of Italian men developed soprano voices that were stronger than their female counterparts.  For ten points, what name was given to these singers, who paid a steep price for those voices, as something was done to them before puberty?

ANSWER:  castrati (or castrato; accept “castration” or close variants)  

4.
For ten points, what French woman, the niece of Canon Fulbert (ful-BEAR), engaged in a love affair with scholar Peter Abelard, causing the cutting short, so to speak, of Abelard’s academic career when he was castrated for the affair?

ANSWER:  Heloise (ELL-oh-eez)

5.
He produced four-engine bombers for the Russian army during World War I, before he immigrated to the United States in 1919.  As the head of a division of the United Aircraft Corporation, for ten points, what man designed the VS-300 in 1939, which became the US’s first successful helicopter?

ANSWER:  Igor Sikorsky
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


