Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

State Competition, Match #4

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the State level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Chris Moretti are the authors of these questions, which were also edited by Samer Ismail.

All participants and spectators must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the State competition before all State champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all State champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia. This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
Some native Africans thought that firemen, because they drove red trucks, were these creatures.  For ten points, what name is given to an evil spirit that inhabits a body in order to go on living, but sucks the blood out of victims, and can be fought with garlic or oak stakes?


ANSWER:  vampire
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Suppose that in a certain factory output is given by function Q of K and L equals 60 times K to the one-third times L to the two-thirds (Q(K, L) = 60K1/3L2/3), where K is the capital investment measured in thousands of dollars, and L is the labor force measured in worker-hours.  For 10 points, what is the output of the factory if the capital investment is $512,000 and the labor usage is 1000 worker-hours?

ANSWER: 48,000

3.
Around 1200, the population of this island shifted to the Jaffna Peninsula.  After three centuries of contact, the British conquered the Kandy kingdom here in 1815, but in 1948 it became an independent nation, with Solomon Bandaranaike leading a Sinhalese faction.  For ten points, what South Asian nation has seen a lot of fighting between the government and the Tamil Tigers?

ANSWER:  Sri Lanka

4.
In this novel, Lov Bensey marries the main character’s twelve-year old daughter Pearl.  Dude kills his grandmother by wrecking the car that Bessie Rice gave him in, for ten points, what novel centering on Georgia sharecropper Jeeter Lester, written in 1932 by Erskine Caldwell?


ANSWER:  Tobacco Road
5.
When this organ is stimulated by the hormone secretin, it in turn secretes enzymes into the duodenum (doo-AH-deh-num) that digest proteins and fats.  Containing the Islets of Langerhans, for ten points, what gland also secretes insulin and glucagon, and is located behind the stomach?

ANSWER:  pancreas
6.
It was planned by Eisenhower, and Kennedy backed it, although only halfheartedly. For 10 points, what was this failed invasion attempt by American-backed Cuban exiles in 1961?

ANSWER: BAY OF PIGS
7.
The largest type, found in Australia, can reach a length of ten feet, while a British variety, Allolobophora chlorotica, is green, whereas most forms of them are red in color.  It also acts as a decomposer by turning soil into castings, and its common form is known as Lumbricus terrestris.  For ten points, what is this annelid, often dissected in junior high schools?

ANSWER:  earthworm
8.
The artist claimed that the true subject of this painting was the nude goddess Venus, but the last version, rendered 48 years after the original, was of his young wife.  Only one figure is present in it, and in the middle foreground she holds a small fan that contains peacock feathers.  For ten points, what is this work featuring a Turkish concubine, originally painted in 1814 by Dominique Ingres (ANG-ruh)?

ANSWER:  Le Grande Odalisque
9.
It is used in Spanish to indicate a single event that happened in the past or an event that occurred to interrupt another action. For 10 points, what is this verb tense that is often confused with the imperfect by beginning students?

ANSWER: PRETERITE or PRETERITO
10.
On May 23, 2003, this organization will release its first Women’s World Rankings in China.  Founded in Paris in 1904 by seven national associations, it has overseen its world championship competition since 1930.  Headquartered in Zurich, for ten points, what governing soccer body runs the Men’s and Women’s World Cups?

ANSWER:  FIFA (or Fédération Internationale de Football Association)

11.
For 10 points, what word describes a multi-step reaction in which one of the original materials is a product of the last step of the reaction, and is thus useful in nuclear reactors?

ANSWER: CHAIN reaction

12.
This two-word phrase comes from the name of a character in Robinson Crusoe. It describes an efficient or faithful aide or employee. For 10 points, what is this phrase whose first word can be “girl” or “man”, depending on the gender of the assistant?

ANSWER: MAN FRIDAY or GIRL FRIDAY
13.
Its author had two sons who fought as generals on opposite sides of the Civil War. It consisted of six proposed Constitutional amendments and four proposed Congressional resolutions. For 10 points, what was this failed last-ditch attempt to resolve the secession crisis?

ANSWER: CRITTENDEN Compromise

14.
Nicopolis was built by the winner of this battle, at a site located on a promontory that projected into an arm of the Ionian Sea.  For ten points, at what September 2, 31 BCE battle did Octavian rout Mark Antony, settling once and for all who would control the Roman Empire? 

ANSWER:  Battle of Actium

15.
He played piano from the age of six, but entered the Imperial Naval Academy in 1856.  Taught by Mily Balakirev, that composer’s influence can be heard in his sketch “Sadko” and his opera “The Snow Maiden.”  For ten points, who is this Russian composer of “Scheherazade” and “The Golden Cockerel?”

ANSWER:  Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
Featuring Ikem and Chris in the fictional country of Kangan, Chinua Achebe’s (a-CHAY-bays) 1987 Booker Prize winning novel was entitled “Anthills of” what semitropical climate?

ANSWER:  the Savannah (of course, accept Anthills of the Savannah on an early buzz)  

1B.
He offered the Atlanta Compromise in 1895, and encouraged Blacks to learn trades and advance themselves as they could within a White-dominated world. Who was this Black leader whose autobiography was titled, “Up From Slavery”?

ANSWER: Booker T. WASHINGTON
2A.
Named after chalky rocks and lasting from 142 to 65 million years ago, what last geologic period of the Mesozoic Era ended with the extinction of the dinosaurs?


ANSWER:  Cretaceous Period

2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A tree resembles a right circular cone when a sheet is placed over it to prevent drying out.  If the radius of branching just above the stump is 3 feet, and the height of the tree is 8 feet, what is the volume under the sheet?

ANSWER: 24π

3A.
What name is given to the light-and-dark contrast painting technique, used extensively in the work of Renaissance masters, as well as Caravaggio and Rembrandt?

ANSWER:  chiaroscuro

3B.
In 1958, an underground church was completed at this site. One hundred years earlier, 14-year old Bernadette Soubirous (soo-BEER-oo) saw eighteen appearances of the Virgin Mary in a cave located in what southwestern French town?


ANSWER:  Lourdes (LOORD)

4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the intersection of the lines represented by the equations 3x + 2 = y and –5x + 3 = y?

ANSWER: X=1/8 and Y=19/8 (accept the ordered pair (1/8, 19/8) and equivalents of the fractions)

4B.
Which British author wrote the satirical magazine piece The Yellowplush Correspondence, and novels such as The Luck of Barry Lyndon and Vanity Fair?

ANSWER:  William Makepeace Thackeray
5A.
On July 13, 1793, what Girondist sympathizer entered the home and bath of Jean-Paul Marat (mah-RAH), stabbing him to death; she died on the guillotine four days later?

ANSWER:  Charlotte Corday
5B.
A dendrochronologist observes what cross-sectional parts of a large plant in order to place the date of structures or certain events?

ANSWER:  tree rings (prompt on “trees”)

6A.
This word comes from the German word meaning “punish”. What is this word that refers to a low-flying airplane attacking ground targets with machine guns?

ANSWER: STRAFE
6B.
What term describes the money, household goods and other property given by a bride’s family to the bride and groom, ostensibly to set up a new household?

ANSWER: DOWRY
7A.
What is the chemical formula for calcium oxide?

ANSWER: CaO
7B.
What is the mode of the Fibonacci numbers?
ANSWER: 1
8A.
Recently opened police files reveal that married car salesman Guy Trundle was the secret lover of what twice-divorced American who forced, in 1938, the abdication of King Edward VIII?

ANSWER: Wallis WARFIELD SIMPSON (accept either Warfield or Simpson)

8B.
He recently announced that he wants to return to owning the Atlanta Braves. Less likely, however, are his plans to take back CNN. Who is this media mogul that recently resigned from AOL Time Warner?

ANSWER: Ted TURNER
9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the next year that will be expressed in a Roman numeral with three letters?

ANSWER: 2005 (MMV)

9B.
For 10 points, what punctuation mark can be used before a list or to separate a direct quote from an independent clause?

ANSWER: COLON
10A.
It begins at Neah Bay and divides at its eastern end into Georgia Strait and Puget Sound. What is this strait in Washington?

ANSWER: Strait of JUAN DE FUCA
10B.
To the nearest calorie, how many calories are contained in a gram of fat?

ANSWER: 9
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
If x is a continuous random variable with probability density function f and Expected value function E, for 10 points, what statistical property is determined by the bi-infinite integral F of x times the square of the difference x minus E of x, with respect to x  ( -∞∫+∞ f(x) [ x - E(x) ]2 dx) , and whose square root is the standard deviation?

ANSWER: VARIANCE

2.
His books included Letters of a Self-Made Diplomat to His President and The Illiterate Digest.  Killed in a plane crash near Barrow, Alaska in 1935, he appeared in several revues and the Ziegfeld Follies, often performing lasso tricks.  For ten points, who was this “cowboy philosopher,” one of America’s most well known humorists?


ANSWER:  Will Rogers
3.
 For 10 points, what is the second highest mountain in the world?

ANSWER: K2 or Mount GODWIN-AUSTEN
4.
In whales and dolphins, they are soft tissue extensions that do not contain any bony rays.  They can be paired, such as ventral and pectoral, or singular, such as caudal and dorsal, but either way, for ten points, what body extensions help aquatic animals balance in and propel through water?

ANSWER:  fins
5.
He played the minor role of Chesty Smith, opposite his best friend, who played the villain, in 1992’s “School Ties.”  A male clothing store manager in “Mallrats,” he portrayed Holden McNeil in another Kevin Smith film, “Chasing Amy.”  For ten points, what actor also starred in “Armageddon,” “Pearl Harbor,” and “Daredevil,” and is engaged to marry Jennifer Lopez?

ANSWER:  Ben Affleck

6.
It is also known as M31. To the naked eye, it is a splotch twice as big as the moon, although through a telescope it is ten times as big as the moon. For 10 points, what is this object, the most distant object visible to the naked eye?

ANSWER: ANDROMEDA galaxy

7.
She used the pseudonym Ellen Alleyne in order to publish several poems in an 1850 periodical entitled The Germ.  The Prince’s Progress and Goblin Market were two volumes of poetry completed by, for ten points, what sister to another poet and painter who co-founded the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, Dante Gabriel?

ANSWER:  Christina Rossetti
8.
For 10 points, what “system” is set up so that the winning political party has the right to appoint large numbers of supporters to the bureaucracy?

ANSWER: SPOILS system

9.
“Keep Singing My Song,” “Can’t Hold Us Down,” “Fighter,” and “Impossible” are four of the tracks on, for ten points, what 2002 album that also includes the singles “Beautiful” and “Dirrty,” by Christina Aguilera?

ANSWER:  Stripped
10.
A Second Empire-era drawing room is the setting for two women and a man who have died and cannot escape in, for ten points, what 1944 one-act existentialist play by Jean-Paul Sartre (SAHR-truh)?

ANSWER:  “No Exit” (or “Huis clos”) (WEE CLOH)

11.
In an epic battle in 1812, this ship defeated the HMS Guerriere (gayr-REE-air). For 10 points, what is this ship that then earned the nickname “Old Ironsides”?

ANSWER: USS CONSTITUTION

12.
Oghma, Daghda, Goban, and Lug were all gods of, for ten points, what people who created the epic The Cattle Raid of Cooley, featuring the woman Dierdre and the hero Cuchulain from Ulster?

ANSWER:  Irish (or Gaelic or Celts or druids)

13.
He actively lobbied for the release of the Scottsboro Boys, but for ten points, what African-American is better known for the poems “Fine Clothes to the Jew,” “The Weary Blues,” and “Montage of a Dream Deferred?”

ANSWER:  Langston Hughes

14.
With Kirchoff (KEER-koff), he helped found spectroscopy; together, they used spectroscopic techniques to discover rubidium and cesium.  For ten points, what chemist from Heidelberg also invented several pieces of lab equipment, including an electrochemical battery, a photometer, and an eponymous “burner?”

ANSWER:  Robert Wilhelm Bunsen

15.
The 802.11 standard is pioneering advances in, for 10 points, what kind of networking?

ANSWER: WIRELESS
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
For ten points, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby takes place in the West and East parts of what Long Island neighborhood, the site of numerous Jazz Age parties?

ANSWER:  Egg

2.
A successor to the Cheka and the NKVD, for ten points, what intelligence organization also controlled the federal and party police, as well as the prison camps, in the Soviet Union?

ANSWER:  KGB

3.
For 10 points, what is the derivative of log x (the logarithm of x)?

ANSWER: 1/x
4.
This small country is importing 1,000 cell phone jammers to prevent people from using them at mosques. It is an important ally to American efforts in the Gulf, providing an airbase near its capital Doha. For 10 points, what is this tiny nation which is home to al-Jazeera (JAH-zee-ruh) television?

ANSWER: QATAR (KUH-tar)

5.
What property of an object is the gravitation force exerted on a given mass, and is often confused with mass?

ANSWER: WEIGHT
All questions copyright 2003 by the writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


