Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #9


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  In this work, the author envisions a land of perfection in social, moral, and political life. For 10 points, name this work whose title comes from the Greek for "nowhere" and which was written by Sir Thomas More.

ANSWER: _Utopia_

2.  When economists refer to the M1, M2 or M3, they are referring, for 10 points, to the supply of what important commodity?

ANSWER: _money_ 

3.  The name of this biome comes from the Russian word for the pine forests that dominate it. For 10 points, what is this biome that stretches across the northern reaches of North America and Eurasia?

ANSWER: _taiga_

4.  Her Roman equivalent is shown in a famous Tintoretto painting about her feud with Arachne (ah-RAK-nee).  Her armor included a helmet and a shield with an aegis (EE-jiss), or head of Medusa, on it.  Daughter of Zeus and Metis and represented by the owl, for ten points, who was this goddess of wisdom and patron of a large Greek city?

ANSWER:  _Athena_ (DO NOT ACCEPT Minerva)

5.  Begun in 1927, it took fourteen years to complete, as lack of funds repeatedly interrupted the project’s completion.  Each bust is about 60 feet high, or twice the size of the Sphinx, and its subjects were chosen to represent America's founding, philosophy, expansion, and unity.  Located in the Black Hills, for ten points, what mountain in South Dakota holds the Gutzon Borglum sculpture of four great Presidents?

ANSWER:  Mount _Rushmore_

6.  For 10 points, what is the most commonly spoken dialect of Chinese?

ANSWER: _Mandarin_

7.  For 10 points, who proved the existence of atomic nuclei with his famous "gold-foil" experiment?

ANSWER: Ernest _Rutherford_

8.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, if m = 14 and n = 56, what is 5m over n divided by 35 over 2m {(5m/n) / (35/2m)}?

ANSWER: _1_

9.  In 1895, his banking firm supplied the US treasury with $62 million of gold to finance a bond issue and restore the Treasury surplus. In 1907, he personally led a combination of bankers to prevent a banking panic, and in 1901, he helped finance the creation of U.S. Steel. For 10 points, who is this man whose bank still stands at the corner of Broad and Wall Streets in New York City?

ANSWER: John Pierpoint (J.P.) _Morgan_

10.  As a solid line and a broken line, they can combine to form the eight trigrams found in the _I Ching_.  More commonly, they are divided by an S-curve into halves of differing colors, with a small circle of one side found in the opposing side.  Representing light vs. dark, male vs. female, and so on, for ten points, what is this pair of Eastern symbols, found in the center of the South Korean flag?

ANSWER:  _yin and yang_ (or _yin-yang_)  

11.  For 10 points, what is the SI unit of electrical current, equal to 1 coulomb of charge per second?

ANSWER: _ampere_

12.  She was originally an inconsistent background character that often acted simply as a female foil for her coworkers.  Eventually, she evolved into a consistently dominant "alpha-female" personality, establishing background information such as being the highest paid engineer in the company.  For 10 points, what triangle-haired engineer's "fist of death" punishes stupidity in Scott Adam's "Dilbert"?

ANSWER: _Alice_

13.  He was born in 1928 near the border between Hungary and Romania. At age 15, he and his family were sent to German concentration camps where his mother and younger sister were exterminated. For 10 points, name this man who wrote about his experiences in Night.

ANSWER:  Elie or Eliezar _Wiesel_

14.  During this war, Florence Nightingale reformed army medical standards and the Charge of the Light Brigade occurred. For 10 points, what war was fought between 1854 and 1856 between the Russians and an alliance of Turkey, Britain and France, a war named for a peninsula on the Black Sea?

ANSWER: _Crimean_ War

15.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, between 431 and 404 BC, what two city-states fought in the Peloponnesian (peh-loh-POH-nee-zhun) War?

ANSWER: _Athens_ and _Sparta_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What 1939 painting shows the titular artist and wife of Diego Rivera twice:  in Victorian dress on the left and in traditional Mexican peasant costume on the right?

ANSWER:  The _Two Fridas_

1B.  Who was the Utah teenage girl that was kidnapped on June 5, 2002, and returned to her parents on March 12, 2003?

ANSWER: Elizabeth _Smart_

2A.  If you commit regicide, whom have you killed?

ANSWER:  _a king, queen or monarch_ (accept any or equivalent)

2B.  In the epic poem Beowulf, what was the name of Hrothgar's magnificent mead hall?

ANSWER: _Herot_

3A.  What media heiress was kidnapped by the Symbionese Liberation Army and later became a member?

ANSWER: _Patricia_ (Patty) _Hearst_ 

3B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. g of u equals one over u-squared {g(u) = 1/(u^2)} h of x equals x minus 1 {h(x) = x - 1} What is the value of the composite function g of h of x at x equals 3 {g[h(3)]}?

ANSWER: _1/4_

4A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In triangle ABC, side b is 4, side c is 7, and angle A is 60 degrees. What is the area of the triangle?

ANSWER: _7 TIMES THE SQUARE ROOT OF 3_

4B.  At what battle in 1389 did Prince Lazar of the Serbs fight the army of Sultan Murad I of the Ottoman Empire?

ANSWER: _Kosovo_ Polje (pawl-YAY) or Field of _Blackbirds_

5A.  You are given a single leaf from a flowering plant. You are asked if the leaf comes from a monocot or a dicot. You conclude that leaf came from a monocot. What one observable characteristic would lead you to this conclusion?

ANSWER: _the veins in the leaf are parallel_

5B.  In an airplane or similar craft, the three axes are known as yaw, pitch and what other term?

ANSWER: _roll_ (heading is another term for yaw) 

6A.   What surname is shared by an Irish folk musician of the 1960s and the best-selling author who wrote Cardinal of the Kremlin?

ANSWER:  _Clancy_

6B.  Using the round-to-even rule set, for 10 points, what will the number 4.365 be when rounded to the hundredths place?

ANSWER: _4.36_

7A.  How do you spell "Limp Bizkit"?

ANSWER: _L-I-M-P B-I-Z-K-I-T_

7B.  What series of science fiction books feature giant sand worms on a desert planet?

ANSWER: the _Dune_ novels (by Frank Herbert)

8A.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. The Continental Divide forms part of the border of what two states?

ANSWER: _Idaho_ and _Montana_

8B.  In the file extension .csv (dot-c-s-v), what does the letter c stand for?

ANSWER: _comma_

9A.  What integer results from the subtraction of the additive identity from the multiplicative identity?

ANSWER: _1_

9B.  What branch of philosophy is concerned with human character and personal conduct, specifically the principles separating right from wrong?

ANSWER:  _ethics_

10A.  Vascular plants, such as oak trees, have two types of vascular tissues. Name one type of vascular tissue and what it transports through the plant.

ANSWER: _phloem, which carries food_ or   _xylem, which carries water_

10B.  What term was first used by Theodore Roosevelt to describe the journalists and writers who were exposing the corruption in political and corporate life of the 1890s and 1900s?

ANSWER: _muckrakers_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  He was born in Ohio and wrote The Redheaded Outfield but he is better known for his 60-some western novels such as Riders of the Purple Sage. Name him for 10 points.

ANSWER: Zane _Grey_ 

2.  He has many titles: His Excellency, Field Marshall, Al-Hajj (al-HAHJ), Doctor, Conqueror of the British Empire, Distinguished Service Order of the Military Cross, Victoria Cross, Professor of Geography and King of Scotland, which was rather unusual for an African dictator. For 10 points, who was this former Life President of Uganda that died in Saudi Arabia in August?

ANSWER: Idi _Amin_ Dada

3.  The actual remains of animals ranging from insects to saber toothed tigers have been found in unusual pits with this substance in downtown Los Angles, CA. For 10 points, with what preserving substance are these pits filled? 

ANSWER: _tar_ (prompt on La Brea)

4.  In 1916, he led the Punitive Expedition against Pancho Villa. For 10 points, who was this American general that commanded the American Expeditionary Force in France during World War I?

ANSWER: John J. _Pershing_

5.  For 10 points, what is the smallest biological structure to have the characteristics of life?

ANSWER: _cell_

6.  When it was first written on a 250-foot roll of paper, it was written as one paragraph with no punctuation. For 10 points, name this work about a hitchhiking trip across the U.S. that is considered a classic of the Beat Movement and was written by Jack Kerouac.

ANSWER: _On the Road_

7.  While Casablanca is the largest city in Morocco, for 10 points, what city is that nation's capital?

ANSWER: _Rabat_

8.  The part of speech that describes color, shape, size, condition, or quantity is known as what?

ANSWER: _adjective_

9.  He studied under the composer Frank Bridge, writing a work in honor of his teacher in 1937.  For his friend, the tenor Peter Pears, he composed the last of his Seven Sonnets of Michelangelo, as well as an opera based on a George Crabbe work about a fisherman.  For ten points, what man composed the operas Peter Grimes and Billy Budd, whose name befits his status in his nation's music history?

ANSWER:  Benjamin _Britten_

10.  For 10 points, what number on the pH scale would indicate that the number of hydrogen ions and the number of hydroxide ions are equal?

ANSWER: _7_

11.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The first condition is that corresponding angles must have the same measure. The second condition, which is actually just an extension of the first, states that corresponding sides must be proportional. For 10 points, what property of triangles do these conditions specify?

ANSWER: _Similarity_

12.  To its left on the periodic table is nickel. To its right is zinc. For 10 points, what is this element that has silver and gold located directly below it on the periodic table?

ANSWER: _copper_ 

13.  For 10 points, what nation was ruled for several decades by the Somoza family before being overthrown by the Sandanistas?

ANSWER: _Nicaragua_

14.  For 10 points, what Ford Motor Company fiasco is collected in large numbers at the "Lemon Grove" in Oxford, PA?

ANSWER: _Edsel_

15.  For 10 points, what novel written in the 12th century by the Lady Murasaki is generally credited as the first novel in any language?

ANSWER: The _Tale of Genji_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  We all know that plants make sugar, and we know that sugar contains carbon. For 10 points, from what atmospheric gas does a plant derive the carbon that goes into the sugar that it makes?

ANSWER: _carbon dioxide_

2.  As of August 15, Oregon, Nevada and Utah were the only states in the lower 48 to be free of this disease, which usually has flu-like symptoms, but can cause a form of encephalitis. It has claimed several hundred lives since arriving in the US from Africa four years ago. For 10 points, what is this mosquito-borne illness?

ANSWER: _West Nile_ fever

3.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, in how many ways can 8 items be chosen from 11 if order doesn't matter?

ANSWER: _165_

4.  A griddle cake is a flapjack and a logger is a lumberjack. For 10 points, what is an amberjack?

ANSWER: a food or game _fish_ (genus Seriola)

5.  A contract that gives the holder the right to buy 100 shares of stock by a certain date at a given price is a call. For 10 points, what name is given to a contract that gives the holder the right to sell 100 shares of stock by a certain date at a given price? 

ANSWER: _put_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

