Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #10


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  On the first day of this holiday, adherents go to a pond or river to recite "tashlik," a prayer for forgiveness of sins.  The first of ten Days of Awe, it falls on the first day of the month of Tishri.  For ten points, on what holiday is a shofar, or ram's horn, blown one hundred times, in a special service on the Jewish New Year?

ANSWER:  _Rosh Hashanah_

2.  For 10 points, what is the lightest of the elements with five electrons in its valence shell?

ANSWER: _nitrogen_

3.  Catching the Cretan bull.  Killing the Stymphalian birds.  Taking the cattle of Geryon.  Cleaning the Augean stables.  These were four of the tasks that Eurystheus (yur-ISS-thee-uss) forced, for ten points, what strong hero to complete as penance for killing Eurystheus's wife and children?

ANSWER:  labors of _Heracles_ (accept _Hercules_)  

4.  Most of his works supposedly poked fun at the "bigwigs" of his day. For 10 points, name this Greek playwright of such works as The Wasps, The Birds and The Clouds.

ANSWER: _Aristophanes_ (air-uh-stof-uh-neez)

5.  They were the husband-and-wife team sentenced to death for leaking secrets that allowed the Soviet Union to obtain the nuclear bomb. For 10 points, what was the last name of Julius and Ethel?

ANSWER: _Rosenberg_

6.  This 19th-century American author's works focus on the themes of isolation and secret guilt. For 10 points, name this man whose short story collections include Mosses from an Old Manse and Twice-Told Tales and whose novels include The House of the Seven Gables.

ANSWER: Nathaniel _Hawthorne_

7.  We all know that plant cells have certain things that animal cells do not, but for 10 points, what is the most important plant organelle in terms of photosynthesis?

ANSWER: _chloroplast_

8.  For 10 points, what name was given to Southerners who were seen as too cooperative with Reconstruction authorities?

ANSWER: _scalawag_s

9.  KACL Seattle is, for 10 points, the radio station home to what television shrink played by Kelsey Grammer?

ANSWER: _FRASIER_ CRANE

10.  For 10 points, how many items are in a bakers' dozen?

ANSWER: _13_

11.  For 10 points, what property of inequality states the whole set of relations, that is a < b, a = b, or a > b?

ANSWER: _TRICHOTEMY_

12.  It is a long crooked stick with a one-sided, curved blade at the end of it. It is used for mowing in agriculture. For 10 points, what is this instrument most associated with Father Time and the Grim Reaper?

ANSWER: _scythe_

13.  President Alvaro Uribe has vowed to fight the FARC (spell it out) and ELN Marxist rebel groups, as well as the right-wing paramilitaries and drug traffickers in, for 10 points, what South American country? 

ANSWER: _Colombia_

14.  For 10 points, who is the famous English scientist who, when viewing cork under a microscope, was the first to use the term cell?

ANSWER: Robert _Hooke_

15.  While traveling north on I-95 from Baltimore, a bridge whose toll is $4 crosses this river. For 10 points, what is this river, the main supplier of water for the Chesapeake Bay?

ANSWER: _Susquehanna_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What musical written by Meredith Wilson featuring con artist Harold Hill and first starring Robert Preston contains the songs Goodnight My Someone, Trouble, and 76 Trombones?

ANSWER:  The _Music Man_

1B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The tangent of theta equals 5/3 and theta is in the first quadrant. What is the value of the secant of theta, in lowest terms?

ANSWER: _one third times the square root of 34_

2A.  What is the grammatical function of the infinitive phrase in the following sentence:  I wanted to see the end of the movie.

ANSWER: _direct object_ (tells what you wanted)

2B.  What name was given to the series of 85 essays written by "Publius" written originally to secure New York's ratification of the Constitution?

ANSWER: _The Federalist_ or the _Federalist Papers_

3A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of the greatest integer function of x at x = -1.1?

ANSWER: _-2_

3B.  With feast day on April 23, what patron saint of Lithuania, Portugal, and England saved a Libyan princess by killing a dragon?

ANSWER:  Saint _George_

4A.  What major type of mountains commonly has features known as anticlines and synclines? 

ANSWER: _folded_ (mountains) 

4B.  "Death be not proud" is the opening line of the Holy Sonnet by which 17th-century English metaphysical poet?

ANSWER: John _Donne_ (dun)

5A.  What is the capital of Jamaica?

ANSWER: _Kingston_

5B.  A pressure of 1140 millimeters of mercury is equal to how many atmospheres of pressure?

ANSWER: _1.50_ atmospheres of pressures

6A.  Who was the first president of an integrated South Africa that was just recently removed from the US's list of terrorists?

ANSWER: Nelson _Mandela_

6B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two supplementary angles have measures 7r and 5r. What is r, in degrees?

ANSWER: _15_

7A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In how many ways can you choose 14 items from a 17-item buffet?

ANSWER: _680_

7B.  What folksy female pop artist's best selling book of poetry was titled "A Night Without Dreams"?

ANSWER: _JEWEL_ Kilcher

8A.  Dies (dee-AYS), res (RAYS) and fides (fee-DAYS) are examples of nouns that belong to what Latin declension?

ANSWER: _fifth_

8B.  What name is given to the tiny blood vessels that directly transport oxygen and nutrients to individual body cells?

ANSWER: _capillaries_

9A.  By what name is Spanish hero Rodrigo Diaz del Bivar better known?

ANSWER: _El Cid_ (seed)

9B.   Name the character in Moby Dick who shares his name with a son of the biblical Abraham.

ANSWER:  _Ishmael_ 

10A.  What type of bonds are formed when calcium atoms react with oxygen atoms?

ANSWER: _ionic_

10B.  What general gave his "Old soldiers never die" speech after being relieved of command by Harry S. Truman?

ANSWER: Douglas _MacArthur_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  With fixed revenue costs, a total cost curve is initially higher than the matching total revenue curve.  For 10 points, what is the economic term for the intersection between the curves, where losses stop and profits begin?

ANSWER: _BREAK-EVEN POINT_

2.  In 1978 Alydar finished second in all three Triple Crown races to, for 10 points, what last Triple Crown winning horse?

ANSWER: _Affirmed_

3.  Toward the end of his life, he started believing in the miracle properties of Vitamin C. For 10 points, who is this scientist that is the only man to win two solo Nobel Prizes?

ANSWER: Linus _Pauling_

4.  If the President does not take any action on a bill within 10 days, not counting Sundays, the bill usually becomes law. However, if Congress adjourns for the year in that 10-day period, the bill is effectively vetoed. For 10 points, what name is given to this type of veto?

ANSWER: _pocket_ veto

5.  His plays center on the struggle for identity of African Americans and include Seven Guitars, Ma Rainey's Black Bottom and The Piano Lesson. For 10 points, name this American playwright.

ANSWER: August _Wilson_ 

6.  Duke Nukem Forever is often cited as an example of this type of "software", due to the numerous delays in its release. For 10 points, what is this term used sarcastically to describe any hardware or software that has been advertised but has not yet been made available?

ANSWER: _vaporware_

7.  Kangaroos in Australia, Maples in Canada, Eagles in the US and Krugerrands in South Africa. For 10 points, these are bullion coins of what metal, which traded for about $370 an ounce in early September? 

ANSWER: _gold_ bullion or _gold_ coins

8.  The prefix "alto" in a cloud always indicates mid-altitude location. "Nimbo", which can be used as a prefix or a suffix, always indicates the presence of what weather related activity? 

ANSWER: _rain or precipitation_ 

9.  It is both a biblical creature and the title of a seventeenth-century political work by Thomas Hobbes. What is it?

ANSWER: _Leviathan_

10.  In 1876 he chose the Gare Saint-Lazare (GARR san la-ZAHR), a Paris railway station, for a series of paintings from differing viewpoints.  This became a theme in his work, such as views of the River Thames (TEMS), the Seine (SEN) at Giverny (ZHEE-vair-nee), and the facade (fah-SAHD) of Rouen (roo-AHN) Cathedral.  For ten points, what Impressionist also depicted the water lilies at his garden home?

ANSWER:  Claude _Monet_ (moh-NAY)  

11.  He wrote All My Sons, the screenplay for the film The Misfits, and After the Fall, an autobiographical play that contained a character based on his second wife, Marilyn Monroe. For 10 points, name this playwright of Death of a Salesman.

ANSWER: _Arthur Miller_ (need first name)

12.  For 10 points, if mitosis is the division of the nucleus, then the division of the cytoplasm is given what term?

ANSWER: _cytokinesis_

13.  He tried to outflank the left wing by setting up old age pensions and workers' compensation insurance. He tried to take on the Catholic Church in the Kulturekampf. But in the 1890 elections, the Catholic Center and Social Democrat parties made gains, leading Kaiser Wilhelm II to ask for his resignation. For 10 points, who was this German leader known as "The Iron Chancellor"?

ANSWER: Otto Eduard Leopold von _Bismarck_

14.  His birth name was Lev Davidovich Bronstein. He created and led the Red Army to victory in the Russian Civil War. In the late 1920s, he lost favor, since Stalin believed in "Socialism in One Country", and he believed in worldwide Communist revolution. This led to his exile in Mexico, where he was murdered in 1940. For 10 points, who was this Marxist leader killed by an ice pick to his skull? 

ANSWER: Leon _Trotsky_

15.  This ballet's plot concerns a group of elders who sacrifice a girl to their god by watching her dance herself to death.  At its 1913 premiere, Ravel shouted "Genius, genius", but fistfights broke out in the audience.  For ten points, with what avant-garde composition did Igor Stravinsky usher in the modern era of Classical music?

ANSWER:  The _Rite of Spring_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the difference of 12/31 and 11/32?

ANSWER: _43/992_

2.  For 10 points, what quantity of an object is determined by multiplying its mass and its velocity?

ANSWER: _momentum_

3.  His antics are numerous, including a scuffle with fellow Congressman Duke Cunningham and a domestic violence call by Alexandria police to his house. More serious, however, are allegations that banks lent him money to influence his vote on bankruptcy reform legislation and insinuations that the Israeli lobby dragged us into war with Iraq, charges that have led other Democrats to challenge, for 10 points, what Northern Virginia Congressman?

ANSWER: James (Jim) _Moran_

4.  She was a significant member of the Bloomsbury Group and her works draw largely on her own life experience. For 10 points, name this author of A Room of One's Own, Mrs. Dalloway, and To the Lighthouse. 

ANSWER: _Virginia Woolf_

5.  This Israeli Prime Minister was forced to resign in 1974 over strategic misjudgments that resulted in the Yom Kippur War. For 10 points, who is this Israeli Prime Minister that took over after Levi Eshkol's death in 1969, and was the first female Prime Minister of Israel?

ANSWER: Golda _Meir_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

