Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #15


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For 10 points, what sports league shut down operations in September 2003, just days before the Women's World Cup, due to lack of funds?

ANSWER: _WUSA_ (Women's United Soccer Association)

2. He was born in Dayton, Ohio, in 1872, and was the first Black American poet to achieve popular prominence. He was known for writing poems in both Standard English and Black dialect. For 10 points, who was this author of the poetry collections Oak and Ivy, Majors and Minors and Lyrics of Lowly Life, and the novel The Sport of the Gods?

ANSWER: Paul Laurence _Dunbar_

3.  For 10 points, what 19th century British scientist is credited with discovering chlorine, aluminum, calcium and sodium?

ANSWER: Sir Humphrey _Davy_

4.  Some economists argue that this puts an artificial limit on how many apartments are available, while others argue that it is necessary for poorer people to be able to lease an apartment. For 10 points, what term describes a government restriction on how much a landlord can charge a tenant? 

ANSWER: _rent control_

5.  His joke at an U.N. environmental conference, where he said his country might not mind global warming so much, did not go over well. This world leader that disappointed Bush during the lead-in to war in Iraq, has so far refused to sign the Kyoto Protocol. For 10 points, who is this man, the President of Russia?

ANSWER: Vladimir _Putin_

6.  If your attempt to say, "I put flea and tick powder on the dog" comes out as "I put tea and flick powder on the dog," you have used, for 10 points, what type of literary oddity? 

ANSWER:  _spoonerism_

7.  For 10 points, what is the basic unit of nucleic acids?

ANSWER: _nucleotide_

8.   For 10 points, what is the proper term for the type of sentence that asks a question?

ANSWER:  _interrogative_

9.  The Baron de Saint-Julien (SON-ZHOO-lee-en) commissioned this painting.  The Baron himself can be seen in the lower left, admiring the legs of his mistress, dressed in pink, and her shoe kicks up in the air as she rides the title object.  For ten points, what 1766 Jean-Honore (ZHON-oh-noh-RAY) Fragonard (FRAH-goh-nar) painting depicts a woman on a popular playground piece, in this case hanging from a tree?

ANSWER:  The _Swing_

10.  THREE ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, what three cities in Texas are in the top 10 in terms of population in the United States?

ANSWER: _San Antonio, Dallas, Houston_

11. THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the magnitude of the vector corresponding to line-segment AB if A is the point (1,3) and B is the point (4,4)?

ANSWER: _SQUARE ROOT OF 10_

12.  A volume of poems published by Coleridge and Wordsworth is considered the first important publication of the Romantic Period in England. For 10 points, what name was given to this work?

ANSWER: _Lyrical Ballads_ 

13.  His name comes from a 1787 English word for either Bombus lucorum or Bombus distinguendus.  He was born roughly 80 years before the man who first played him, and was educated along with his brother Aberforth at the same school for which he later taught, and eventually rose to be headmaster.  For 10 points, who is the wizard who destroyed the Sorceror's Stone before being suspended as Headmaster of Hogwarts?

ANSWER: Albus _Dumbledore_

14.  It is defined as what is required to give a mass of 1 kilogram an acceleration of 1 meter per second squared. For 10 points, what is this unit of force?

ANSWER: _newton_

15.  He ordered the building of the temple of Athena Nike and the Parthenon, and allowed drama and philosophy to flourish. When the Peloponnesian War broke out, he evacuated the citizens of the surrounding country to Athens, but a plague broke out in 430 BC, claiming him as one of its victims. For 10 points, who was this leader of Athens' Golden Age?

ANSWER: _Pericles_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. What seven-letter word comes from the Latin word for “marriage” and refers to anything pertaining to marriage, especially legal documents?

ANSWER: _nuptial_

1B.  Between 1887 and 1890, Vincent van Gogh created dozens of still lifes featuring what orange-tinted plant with genus Helianthus?

ANSWER:  _sunflower_

2A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Given a 3-4-5 right triangle, what is the cosine of the smallest angle?

ANSWER: _4/5_ 

2B.   In Shakespeare’s King Lear, what is the name of Lear’s faithful daughter?

ANSWER: _Cordelia_

3A.  Aa (ah' ah') and pahoehoe (pa' hoey hoey) are two types of what?

ANSWER: _lava_

3B.  A reversal of the digestive system’s normal peristalsis results in what socially unpleasant action? 

ANSWER: _vomiting_ (accept less graceful equivalents)

4A.  Aided by Krishna, his charioteer, what hero leads the Pandava (pahn-DAH-vah) brothers to victory over the Kauravas (cow-RAH-vahs) in the _Mahabharata_ (mah-hah-BAH-rah-tuh)?

ANSWER:  _Arjuna_

4B.  What name was given to the Economic Recovery Plan established in 1947 to provide assistance for war-wrecked European nations?

ANSWER: _Marshall Plan_

5A.  Victoria Falls is located along what African river?

ANSWER: _Zambezi_ (zam-BEE-zee)

5B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the sum, in Arabic numerals, of the Roman numerals MDLXVII and MMCXIV?

ANSWER: _3681_

6A.  Name the children’s classic that was written by J.M. Barrie and was based on his earlier 1902 novel, The Little White Bird. 

ANSWER: Peter Pan

6B.  Who is the creator of Arthur, the world's most famous aardvark?

ANSWER: Marc _Brown_

7A.  What is the total number of moles of solute contained in 0.50 liters of 3.0 molar HCl?

ANSWER: _1.5_ moles of solute  

7B.  What television personality, who was the first to play Ronald McDonald on TV, was replaced as morning weatherman by Al Roker?

ANSWER: Willard _Scott_

8A.  He was the first Roman Emperor to be born outside of Italy. Who was this Emperor that followed Nerva and was followed by Hadrian, and brought the Roman Empire to its greatest dominions?

ANSWER: _Trajan_

8B.  What quantity is measured in amperes?

ANSWER: _current_ 

9A.  What woman, who died in September, was the first Black woman to win Wimbledon?

ANSWER: Althea _Gibson_  

9B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is 141 mod 17, where mod represents the operation of the Modulus (or Modulo) function?

ANSWER: _5_ (X mod Y = the remainder when Y is divided into X)

10A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A equals 3x plus 1. B equals 2x plus 1. What is the domain of the function y = A over B?

ANSWER: _X IS AN ELEMENT OF THE REALS, NOT EQUAL TO -1/2_ (accept equivalents)

10B.  What name is given to the person in a will that handles the property of someone who has died?

ANSWER: _executor_ or _executrix_ (accept personal representative)

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  He gained prominence while governor of Massachusetts for using the state militia to end a police strike in Boston. For 10 points, who is this President that became President after the death of Warren G. Harding in 1923?

ANSWER: Calvin _Coolidge_

2.  There are 3 three types of blood cells. For 10 points, which type is responsible for clotting the blood?

ANSWER: _platelets_

3.  A program of this type is often known as adware, due to the fact that most are written to gather marketing information about what a user does on the computer. It is usually packaged with freeware or shareware programs that are downloaded off the Internet. For 10 points, what term is given to any software that covertly gathers user information and then uses the Internet to transmit this data back to the to creator? 

ANSWER: _spyware_ (prompt on Trojan horse)

4.  What anthropologist, along with his wife Mary and son Richard, is famous for his work on the skeletons of early men in Kenya’s Olduvai Gorge?

ANSWER: Louis _Leakey_

5.  During this holiday, blessings are recited over four plants:  the _hadassah_, or myrtle; the _shannat_, or willow; the _lulav_, or palm branch; and the _etrog_, or citron.  Beginning on the fifteenth of Tishri, five days after Yom Kippur, it is also called the Feast of Tabernacles.  For ten points, which Jewish holiday marks the end of the harvest season, and features the setting up of a booth with a lightly thatched roof?

ANSWER:  _Sukkot_ (soo-KOAT) (or _Sukkoth_, or _Sukkos_)    

6.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the dot product of the vectors i + 3j - 4k and 3i - 4j + 5k?

ANSWER: _-29_

7.  This state is seeing Piyush Jindal, a 32-year-old Indian-American, running evenly with Lieutenant Governor Kathleen Blanco in the race for governor. Jindal's race is even more historic considering that he is from, for 10 points, what state that nearly elected Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke to that office?

ANSWER: _Louisiana_

8.  He lived in the late 7th century B.C. and was the first man to write down the laws in Athens. Although his law code outlawed vendetta, it proscribed death for a variety of trivial offenses. For 10 points, who is this man that lends his name to an adjective describing excessively harsh punishments?

ANSWER: _Draco_

9.  These organelles contain hydrolytic enzymes that digest harmful substances within cells. For 10 points, what are these organelles called?

ANSWER: _lysosomes_

10.  He is considered the creator of the “new journalism” which combines factual reporting with highly colored subjective reactions. For 10 points, name this author whose first novel was Bonfire of the Vanities.

ANSWER: Thomas Kennerly “Tom” _Wolfe_ (accept Thomas Wolfe, as that is his given name)

11.  His 1656 work, _Questions Concerning Liberty, Necessity, and Chance_, put forth the theory of psychological determinism.  In his _De Corpore_ (cor-POR-ay), he simplified philosophy into a study of bodies in motion, but while he served as tutor to the future King Charles II, he completed his major book.  For ten points, name this English philosopher, author of _Leviathan_.

ANSWER:  Thomas _Hobbes_ 

12.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. Despite being married, they ruled each of their countries independently. They collaborated, however, on activities such as conquering Granada, expanding the Inquisition in Andalusia and in expelling the Moors and Jews. For 10 points, who were these rulers of Castile and Aragon, the founders of the modern Spanish nation?

ANSWER: _Ferdinand_ of Aragon and _Isabella_ of Castile

13.  Originally it had an ideographic character system called chu nom (chu nawm), but in the 17th century Portuguese missionary Alexander de Rhodes created an alphabet for this language based on the Latin alphabet. However, this language, like most Asian languages, is a tonal language, and so this language's alphabet has a very large number of diacritical marks. For 10 points, what is this language spoken in Southeast Asia? 

ANSWER: _Vietnamese_ 

14.  It traces its origins to the Buttonwood Agreement of 1792. It adopted its present name in 1863 and it moved to its current home at 18 Broad Street in 1903. For 10 points, what is this organization that is attempting to reform itself after the resignation of its chairman, Dick Grasso?

ANSWER: _New York Stock Exchange_

15.  For 10 points, name the American doctor who developed the first vaccine against polio.

ANSWER:  Jonas _Salk_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  He had the ability to write down scores of entire operas, such as Allegri's "Miserere," from memory after hearing performances.  After leaving the Archbishop of Salzburg's employ, he began a fruitful period that included his last ten symphonies and operas such as "The Clemency of Titus" and "Cosi fan tutte" (TOO-tay).  For ten points, what Austrian also composed "Don Giovanni" and "The Marriage of Figaro?"

ANSWER:  Wolfgang Amadeus _Mozart_  

2.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the sum of negative five, the square root of negative sixteen, and 2 times the square root of negative nine, expressed in the standard form of a complex number?

ANSWER: _-5 + 10i_

3.  This term literally translates, "fiery fragments". It refers to the variety of materials embedded in a violent, smoky eruption of a volcano. For ten points, name this term. 

ANSWER: _pyroclastics_ 

4.  For 10 points, name the American author who wrote the short stories “The Zoo Story” and “The Sandbox” as well as the drama Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf.

ANSWER: Edward _Albee_

5.  Their name comes from a Navajo word meaning "ancient ones". By 500 AD, they had established villages throughout the Southwest, where they lived until about 1300 AD, when drought forced them to disperse from their homeland in what is now Colorado and New Mexico. For 10 points, who were these ancient people best known for towns carved into cliff sides?

ANSWER: _Anasazi_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

