Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #19


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Although she had only seven poems published while she was living, she wrote over 1700 of them. For 10 points, who is this reclusive American poetess from Amherst, Massachusetts?

ANSWER: Emily _Dickinson_

2.  She is the daughter of the General Motors executive who supervised construction of the Chunnel. She starred in the drama “Two Mothers for Zachary”. For 10 points, who is this woman that played Barbara Cooper on “One Day at a Time” in the 1980s and is better known as Eddie Van Halen’s wife?

ANSWER: Valerie _Bertinelli_

3.  Her marriage to Peter III was short and unhappy; eventually, she had him killed, so she could rule alone. She then ruled between 1762 and 1796, with the help of her many lovers, and was succeeded by her son, Paul I. For 10 points, who is this woman that was Czarina of Russia?

ANSWER: _Catherine the Great_ or _Catherine II_

4.  For 10 points, name the English biochemist that furthered the knowledge of the structure and function of the DNA double helix, along with his American partner, James Watson.

ANSWER:  Francis _Crick_

5.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. 3 oranges cost 1/2 as much as 9 apples.  1 orange and 1 apple cost 30 cents.  How much does 1 orange cost?  

ANSWER: _18_ cents

6.  For 10 points, what fibrous protein is the main component of hair and fingernails?

ANSWER: _keratin_

7.  Literature, especially Shakespeare, inspired this artist, as evident in his _Hamlet and Horatio in the Graveyard_.  The Greek War for Independence against the Turks also influenced his paintings _Greece Dying on the Ruins of Missolonghi_ (mee-so-LON-gee) and _Massacre at Chios_ (KEE-oss).  For ten points, name this French Romantic painter of _Liberty Leading the People_.

ANSWER:  Eugene _Delacroix_

8.  Early on, he was a novelist, but got into politics based on his opposition to the free-trade policy of Robert Peel. He served under Lord Derby, becoming Prime Minister in 1868, but losing quickly thereafter to the Liberal who would become his rival over the next decade, William Gladstone. For 10 points, who was this son of a converted-to-Christianity Jew and Conservative Prime Minister? 

ANSWER: Benjamin _Disraeli_

9.  For 10 points, who was the first President to travel abroad in office, visiting Panama to inspect progress on the Panama Canal?

ANSWER: _Theodore Roosevelt_

10.  For 10 points, who wrote The Black Stallion?

ANSWER:  Walter _Farley_

11.  First published in 1190, it was ironically written in Arabic.  In it, the author attempts to bridge the gap between rabbinical ideas about creation and the rationalist philosophy of Aristotle.  Blasted by conservatives because of its rejection of a fully literal interpretation of the Bible, for ten points, identify this philosophical masterpiece of Moses Maimonides.

ANSWER:  _Guide for the Perplexed_ (or _Moreh Nebukhim_) 

12.  In late July, a group of mutinous army officers took over an upper-class housing and retail complex in an apparent coup against President Gloria Macapagal (mah-kah-PAH-gahl) Arroyo (ah-ROY-yoh) in, for 10 points, what country? 

ANSWER: _Philippines_

13.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, name Lewis Carroll's pair of oyster-eating creatures.

ANSWER: _ (the) Walrus and (the) Carpenter_

14.  For 10 points, which of the B-complex vitamins is known as pyridoxine (pee-ree-DAWK-seen)?

ANSWER: _B6_

15.  For 10 points, what doctrine permits federal courts to declare acts of Congress, the states or the President unconstitutional, and was first exercised in Marbury v. Madison?

ANSWER: _judicial review_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What is the molar mass of H2SO4?

ANSWER: _98_ grams 

1B.  Name the part of the earth's interior located just below the crust.

ANSWER: _mantle or asthenosphere_

2A.  King Zog was the first king of what country, ruling from 1928 to 1939?

ANSWER: _Albania_

2B. THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the sum, in Roman numerals, of the regular numeric expression 1111 + 4 * 170? (1111 plus 4 times 170)

ANSWER: _MDCCXCI_ (do not accept 1791)

3A. THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the simplest equivalent of plus or minus the square root of the product 1/2 times 1 minus the cosine of A?

ANSWER: _SINE OF A/2_

3B.  Featuring Gluck (GLOOK), Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven, what period of music succeeded the Baroque and preceded the Romantic?

ANSWER:  _Classical_ Period (DO NOT ACCEPT "Neoclassical") 

4A.  To what novel are the Alexandre Dumas (doo-MAH) books "Twenty Years Later" and "The Man In The Iron Mask" sequels?

ANSWER: The _Three Musketeers_

4B.  Who is the youngest man to have ever been elected President?

ANSWER: John F. _Kennedy_

5A.  Both the Norse bridge Bifrost and the Greek goddess Iris are associated with what natural phenomenon, often seen toward the end of a storm?

ANSWER:  _rainbow_

5B.  In the Spanish language, what is the second person plural pronoun in the nominative case?

ANSWER: _vosotros_

6A.  What name is given to the present participle of a verb used as a noun?

ANSWER: _gerund_

6B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the sum of the only positive number that is neither prime nor composite and the largest even prime number?

ANSWER: _3_ (1 + 2)

7A.  What is the largest city in China?

ANSWER: _Shanghai_

7B.  Over 57 million people in what European country were without power in late September when a tree fell in Switzerland?

ANSWER: _Italy_

8A.  These cellular organelles are found only in animal cells and play a role in cellular reproduction. What are they?

ANSWER: _centrioles_

8B.  How many additional electrons does a carbon atom need to satisfy the octet rule?

ANSWER: _4_

9A.  What head-first sledding event was featured at the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, ending a 52 year absence from the Games?

ANSWER: _Skeleton_

9B.  In 1897, gold was discovered along what river in Alaska, for which the strike is named today?

ANSWER: _Klondike_ River

10A. THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. After both of their birthdays 19 years ago, Drew Barrymore was 3/4 of Cameron Diaz' age. After both their birthdays last year, their ages combined equaled 57. How old will the older Angel be after her birthday this year (2003)?

ANSWER: _31_

10B.  Name the American play, which was considered unusual at the time of its publication for its use of a bare stage, a “stage manager” who serves as narrator, and scenes from the lives of the Webb and Gibbs families.

ANSWER:  _  Our Town  _

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For 10 points, who wrote the novel, Maggie: A Girl of the Streets?

ANSWER: Stephen _Crane_

2.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A class grade consists of 3 tests and a final.  The tests are worth 20% each.  If the grades on the tests were 92, 86, and 78, then for 10 points, what grade is needed on the final to score exactly a 90% overall grade in the class?

ANSWER: _97_

3.  This word has multiple meanings in investing. It can refer to the maximum price that a company is willing to pay for a takeover target. It can also refer to the highest price that a market maker is willing to pay for a stock, and is thus the complement of "ask". For 10 points, what is this term that also refers to a competitive offer made at an auction?

ANSWER: _bid_

4.  On March 11, ethnic Turkish leader Rauf (ROWF) Denktash (denk-TASH) rejected a UN-brokered peace agreement that would have brought an end to hostilities in, for 10 points, what country whose capital is Nicosia and is divided between Greeks and Turks?

ANSWER: _Cyprus_

5.  These are the slowest and weakest of the three types of earthquake vibrations. But since they travel along the surface of the earth where we build structures, they can be very damaging. For 10 points, name these earthquake waves. 

ANSWER: _L or long_ waves 

6.  In 1889, he wrote "The Gospel of Wealth", in which he asserted the rich have an obligation to give away their fortunes. After selling his business to J.P. Morgan in 1901 for $450 million, he then proceeded to give away $350 million in the next 18 years. Unlike many of the titans of the industrial era, however, he never did achieve a monopoly in his industry, steel. For 10 points, who was this Scottish immigrant who helped create U.S. Steel?

ANSWER: Andrew _Carnegie_ 

7.  Although it originally referred to the stylized mask worn in classical Greek drama, it now refers to a voice or character representing the speaker in a literary work. For 10 points, what is this word that also means the role that one assumes in public?

ANSWER: _persona_ (pur-SO-nuh)

8.  For 10 points, which cellular organelle is the site of protein synthesis?

ANSWER: _ribosome_

9.  In Tennyson's poem The Passing of Arthur, for 10 points, to what Celtic (kel-tik) isle of the blessed is Arthur taken by a mysterious barge? 

ANSWER:  _Avalon_

10.  Its 1805 premiere was unsuccessful because the opera was long and moved slowly.  In it, Don Fernando releases Florestan from prison and punishes the prison governor Pizarro, much to the delight of Florestan's wife Leonore.  For ten points, identify this only opera by Ludwig van Beethoven.

ANSWER:  _"Fidelio"_

11.  For 10 points what is the pH of a 0.001 Molar concentration of HCL?

ANSWER: _3_

12.  For 10 points, the Universe suggested by general relativity contains how many dimensions?

ANSWER: _four_

13.  Daniel Defoe referred to it as a blue blanket, while in the _Kalevala_ (kah-LAY-vah-luh), it is forged by Ilmarinen the blacksmith.  The Assyrians believed in three levels of it, whereas the Muslims call it "al-janna," or "the garden."  Sometimes capable of being reached by a ladder, this is, for ten points, what dwelling place of God and other deities, as well as righteous or chosen people after they die?

ANSWER:  _Heaven_ (prompt on "paradise")

14.   If you have a problem somnambulating, you are probably involved in, for 10 points, what night-time activity?

ANSWER: _sleepwalking_ 

15.  This company's Merlin engine, which powered the Hurricane and Spitfires, gained fame during the Battle of Britain. In 1971, the British government took over the business, and separated the motor car and engine-manufacturing businesses. For 10 points, what is this British company that produced the six-cylinder Silver Ghost in 1906, and is today best known for its luxury automobiles?

ANSWER: _Rolls-Royce_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  This two-word term comes from a pejorative description of young computer system crackers that use programs written by someone else to look around the Internet for previously discovered weaknesses. For 10 points, what is this term for the lowest and most easily thwarted level of crackers?

ANSWER: _script kiddies_

2.  Roberta Flack's "Killing Me Softly With His Song" was written about him.  One of his best-known songs is often misidentified as the lyrics from its chorus, rather than it's title - which pays tribute to a Dutch artist.  For 10 points, who made the songs "Vincent", "Castles in the Air", and "American Pie" famous?

ANSWER: Don _McLean_

3.  For 10 points, what 249 square mile lake is formed by Hoover Dam on the Nevada-Arizona border?

ANSWER: _Lake Mead_

4.  For 10 points, give the surname shared by the man credited with building the first continuous stitch sewing machine and the Polish-born Yiddish author of "Gimpel the Fool."

ANSWER: _Singer_ (Isaac and Isaac Bashevis)

5.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Take a circle with a radius of 5 inches. An angle with its vertex at the angle’s center forms a slice of the circle that has an area of 5pi square inches. For 10 points, what is the measure of that circle?

ANSWER: _72_ degrees

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

