Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #27


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For water, it is exactly 0.01 Centigrade and 611.73 pascals. For 10 points, what is this temperature and pressure at which matter can exist in all three phases simultaneously? 

ANSWER: _triple point_

2.  This disease is most often found in heavy smokers. For 10 points, what is this disease that destroys lung tissue by causing bronchioles to collapse?

ANSWER: _emphysema_

3.  Even while playing football for the Crimson Tide of the University of Alabama he maintained that his favorite book was "Curious George", and later carried the book around in his suitcase. After completing his football career, he served in Vietnam and founded a seafood business. For 10 points, Tom Hanks won the 1994 Best Actor Oscar for portraying what title character of that year's Best Picture?

ANSWER: _Forrest Gump_

4.  He served several terms as governor of Massachusetts, but poor health caused him to step down before Shays' Rebellion. He urged the passage of the Constitution along with a bill of rights, and died in office in 1793. He had served the American cause during the Revolution, but the Continental Congress did not choose him to be the commander of American armies, favoring George Washington. For 10 points, who was this man best known for his signature of the Declaration of Independence?

ANSWER: John _Hancock_

5.  For 10 points, what is the two-word term for a state of extreme happiness that comes from the vision of an earthly equivalent or afterlife, or can alternately refer to a TV show featuring Jessica Biel?

ANSWER:  _seventh heaven_

6.  This layer of the eye contains rods and cones and connects with the optic nerve. For 10 points, what is this inner layer called that often gets "detached"? 

ANSWER: _retina_

7.  This lyrical fantasy ballad, which occurs during the late Medieval period, includes The Hermit, The Wedding Guest, The Crew, a sailor-storyteller, and a symbolic representation of God's creatures and man's guilt, an albatross. For 10 points, what was this poem written by Samuel Taylor Coleridge?

ANSWER: _The Rime of the Ancient Mariner_

8.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what number, when divided by 7 yields a quotient of 4 and a remainder of 6?

ANSWER: _34_

9.  Jackson State University, a historically Black college in Mississippi, saw the killing of two students and wounding of nine during an anti-draft demonstration on May 14, 1970. However, far more attention has been paid the death of four and wounding of eight at, for 10 points, what university in Ohio during an anti-draft demonstration?

ANSWER: _Kent State_ University 

10.  His shout could crack city walls and stop travelers in their tracks.  The son of Hermes, a nymph that he pursued vanished and turned into a bed of reeds, which he crafted into an instrument called the syrinx.  For ten points, name this god of shepherds and nature, who had the upper body of a man but legs and horns of a goat.

ANSWER:  _Pan_

11.  My Life for the Poor is the title of a biography of, for 10 points, what world figure who founded the Missionaries of Charity?

ANSWER:  _Mother Teresa_

12.  She starred on stage as a child as in "Annie", "Bugsy Malone" and the British revival of "42nd Street"; however she made her name as the eldest daughter on the comedic drama "Darling Buds of May".  Her breakthrough role as an adult was playing the female lead opposite Anthony Hopkins and Antonio Banderas in "Mask of Zorro".  For 10 points, who is this Welsh actress who shares a birthday with her husband Michael, though they're separated in age by a much-ridiculed 25 years?

ANSWER: _Catherine Zeta Jones_ (Catherine Jones or Zeta Jones are acceptable)

13.  The Karmapa is the head of the Kagyupa sect and is the third-ranking leader with this title.  The Panchen is the second-ranking leader; one of them ruled Tibet for five years, but he died in 1995.  For ten points, the top rank of what general term for Tibetan Buddhist spiritual leaders is known as Dalai?

ANSWER:  _Lama_ (do not accept Dalai Lama on an early buzz) 

14.  The firm now known as SLM was formerly known as, for 10 points, what firm which was set up by the federal government to help with the origination and collection of college loans? 

ANSWER: _Sallie Mae_

15.  The Venera probes, launched by the Soviets in the 1970s, transmitted some rough photos of its surface, but were destroyed after 45 minutes of high pressure and heat. The Magellan probe returned some good high-level photographs of its surface, which is not visible to the naked eye due to clouds of sulfuric acid. For 10 points, what is this object, which, ironically, is the closest planet to Earth?

ANSWER: _Venus_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What two prepositions in French can be contracted with the definite articles le (lih) and les (lay)?

ANSWER: _€_ (ah) and _de_ (dih)

1B.  What major U.S. corporation had several hundred workers with its cleaning subcontractor crews arrested in late October on immigration charges?

ANSWER: _Wal-Mart_

2A.  Johann Sebastian Bach's composition, "The Art of [blank]," was named after what musical form, a Baroque style where two or more voices explore a single subject?

ANSWER:  _fugue_

2B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Angles A and B are alternate interior angles across a traversal of two parallel lines.  Angles C and D are alternate exterior angles across the same traversal, such that B and D are adjacent on the same side of the traversal. If angle A is 74 degrees, what is angle D?

ANSWER: _106_ Degrees

3A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A group of 12 angry men includes 4 bearded men, 6 dark-haired men, 5 light-haired men, and one bald man.  If the bald man has a beard and the rest of the bearded men are light haired, how many are dark-haired, bearded, or both?

ANSWER: _10_

3B.  Who followed Queen Elizabeth I as ruler of England?

ANSWER: _James I_ 

4A.  Grand Teton National Park is located in what state?

ANSWER: _Wyoming_

4B.   The American writers Henry Longfellow, Louisa May Alcott, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Ralph Waldo Emerson are commonly associated with what Massachusetts town?

ANSWER: _Concord_

5A.  Name the lowest level of the atmosphere in which almost all weather related activity takes place.

ANSWER: _troposphere_

5B.  When an O type person receives blood, there is only one type of blood he or she can receive. What is that type?

ANSWER: _O_ blood

6A.  What term in physics describes an object's total change in position, or can describe the amount of water that a ship "moves" when it is in the water?

ANSWER: _displacement_

6B.  What Irish poet wrote the poems "The Second Coming" and "Easter, 1916"?

ANSWER: William Butler _Yeats_

7A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The set of data is {70, 80, 100, 110. 120}.  What is the mean of the data?

ANSWER: _96_

7B.  What couple was the first husband and wife pair to win both the Best Male singer and Best Female singer CMA Awards in the same year?

ANSWER: Tim _McGraw_ and Faith _Hill_

8A.  Unlike universal life policies, where premiums and benefits can vary, what type of life insurance promises fixed premiums and benefits for the entire lifetime of the policyholder, and can build up cash value?

ANSWER: _whole_ life

8B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. If the sine of an angle is 1/3, what is the cosine of that angle?

ANSWER: 2 SQRT(2) / 3 (two square roots of two divided by three)

9A.  In _Discourse on Method_, Rene Descartes (day-KART) attempts to prove personal existence by issuing what five-word proclamation, translated from the Latin "cogito ergo sum?"

ANSWER:  _"I think, therefore I am"_

9B.  What last name was shared by the father and son explorers John and Sebastian?

ANSWER: _Cabot_

10A.  In the sentence "We didn't go camping because it rained," what type of conjunction is the word because?

ANSWER: _Subordinating _ conjunction

10B.   Name the German geologist who wrote The Origins of Continents and Oceans in 1915.

ANSWER:  Alfred _Wegener_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  This part of a computer contains the CPU, the ROM, memory expansion slots, PCI slots, USB slots, serial ports, parallel ports, and controllers for the hard drive, keyboard and mouse, among other things. For 10 points, what is this important part of the computer that enables everything to work together and that too frequently gets "fried"?

ANSWER: _motherboard_ (accept main board or logic board) 

2.  For 10 points, give the first name of either of the two brothers who, between 1812 and 1815, wrote the work Children's and Household Tales.

ANSWER: _Jakob or Wilhelm (vil-helm)_ Grimm

3.  The battles of Tannenburg and the Masurian Lakes were fought between Germany and, for 10 points, what country whose involvement in the war was cut short by the Bolshevik Revolution?

ANSWER: _Russia_ (DON'T ACCEPT SOVIET UNION)

4.  For 10 points, what Latin American country has been trying to get Japan to extradite former President Alberto Fujimori?

ANSWER: _Peru_

5.  The expression "Let us to billiards," which is found in Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopatra, refers to a game that was not played at the time the story takes place. For 10 points, what is the term for an event or detail existing out of its proper time in history?

ANSWER: _anachronism_ (an_ACK-ro-nism)

6.  For 10 points, what is the formula for sodium sulfate?

ANSWER: _Na2SO4_

7.  A Federal court in Hartford argued that since the defendants were enslaved illegally, they were not responsible for their actions. On appeal, the Supreme Court argued in its decision that since the international slave trade was illegal, persons escaping it should be recognized as free under American law. For 10 points, this was the case of what slave ship where in 1839, the slaves seized control of the vessel?

ANSWER: _Amistad_ (ah-mee-STAHD)

8.  This author of The Green Hills of Africa eventually committed suicide. For 10 points, name the author who was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1954 for The Old Man and the Sea.

ANSWER: Ernest _Hemingway_

9.  Sweden abandoned it in 1930. The US abandoned it in 1933. France abandoned it in 1936. Spain was not on it in the 1920s and escaped the ravages of the Great Depression. Countries that got off it and adopted the ideas of economist John Maynard Keynes (KANES) were able to begin their recovery. For 10 points, what was this monetary system that William Jennings Bryan argued against, where a set amount of money could be exchanged for an ounce of gold?

ANSWER: _gold standard_

10.  He wrote twenty operas, most notably 1777's "The World on the Moon," but in that genre he is considered a failure.  British music manager J.P. Salomon invited him to London twice, where he composed twelve of his 107 symphonies.  For ten points, identify this composer, nicknamed "Papa Joe," responsible for the Military, Surprise, and Clock Symphonies.

ANSWER:  Joseph _Haydn_

11.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, a^0 = 1 under the condition that a is not equal to what number?

ANSWER: _0_

12.  This Pulitzer prize-winning novel recounts the impact of Grampa's death on the surviving members of the Follet family. For 10 points, name this novel by James Agee, for which he post-humously won the 1958 Pulitzer.

ANSWER: _A Death in the Family_

13.  Completed in 1612, when the artist was 71, greenery dominates the bottom half of this painting.  A gray bridge in the center left connects the buildings in the right to the countryside, while the top part of the work features a stormy blue and black sky.  For ten points, give the name of this El Greco painting that shows the title city in Spain, not the one in western Ohio.

ANSWER:  _View of Toledo_ (prompt on "Toledo")

14.  In a typical soil profile, which horizon contains, for 10 points, the most weathered rock and the nutrient rich soils and is the top layer?

ANSWER: _A_ horizon (prompt on top or uppermost layer)

15.  The Arctic river of this name is about 300 miles long and is a tributary of the Mackenzie River. A river of this name in Canada flows through Manitoba and passes about 30 minutes north of Winnipeg. For 10 points, what is this river whose name is also shared by a river that forms the border between Texas and Oklahoma?

ANSWER: _Red_ River

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  Canadian singer Gordon Lightfoot composed a trilogy about this railroad, which was completed in 1885 with the sponsorship of Prime Minister John Macdonald. For 10 points, what was this railroad that was built to connect the coasts of Canada, similar to the Central and Union Pacific Railroads that connected the coasts of the US?

ANSWER: _Canadian Pacific_ Railway

2.  In this poem you find two men, one a soldier and protector of the colony, and the other his younger, bookish friend, both wanting to marry the same young Puritan woman, Priscilla. For 10 points, what is this poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow?

ANSWER: _The Courtship of Miles Standish_

3.  A researcher has made claims that Cyprus was once part of this ancient land described in Plato's Republic. For 10 points, what is this semi-historical region that others say was located off of Britain's Celtic Ridge, in the Azores or in the Aegean Sea?

ANSWER: _Atlantis_

4.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the name for the subset of imaginary numbers in which the real part equals zero, but the imaginary part does not?

ANSWER: _PURE_ Imaginary Numbers

5.  Certain environmental agents such as viruses, x-rays, and certain chemicals can cause cancer. For 10 points, what is the general term for cancer causing agents?

ANSWER: _carcinogens_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

