Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #28


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  He interpreted Roman history based on its control of the Mediterranean. While a lecturer at the US Naval War College, he formulated his theories of history. For 10 points, who is this man that wrote "The Influence of Sea Power upon History"?

ANSWER: Alfred Thayer _Mahan_

2.  Dr. Joseph Bell, a medical instructor in the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh, could look at a stranger and deduce much of his life and many of his habits. For 10 points, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle used him as the basis for which famous character?

ANSWER: _Sherlock Holmes_

3.  Guido d'Arezzo is credited with inventing it in the eleventh century, though his had four lines, and it is still used for Gregorian chants.  Ledger lines are used to extend it upward or downward, and with a clef, it is used to indicate pitch in music.  Also known as a stave, for ten points, what name is given to this set of five parallel lines on which musical notes are written?

ANSWER:  _staff_ (accept "stave" until mentioned)

4.  For 10 points, what name is given to genes that can actually cause cancer?

ANSWER: _oncogenes_

5.  The utility variety lasts for 20 years, the design variety lasts for 14 years and the plant variety lasts for 17 years. For 10 points, what are these legal monopolies granted by the government for the use, manufacture and sale of an invention?

ANSWER: _patent_ (DO NOT ACCEPT TRADEMARK)

6.  As a teenager, he worked so closely with Giorgione (jor-jee-OH-nee) that it has been difficult to attribute paintings from that period to each artist.  By the 1510s, he had established himself with _Sacred and Profane Love_, while he also painted _Emperor Charles V on Horseback_ and _The Crown of Thorns_, the latter dated 1570.  For ten points, name this long-lived Italian Renaissance painter of _Bacchanal_ and _The Venus of Urbino_.

ANSWER:  _Titian_ (or Tiziano _Vecellio_)

7.  For 10 points, in what American novel by Jack London will you find Captain Wolf Larsen? 

ANSWER:  _The Sea Wolf_ 

8.  For 10 points, what are the small rings of DNA found within bacterial cells?

ANSWER: _plasmids_

9.  Fraunhofer developed the algorithm in 1987 to streamline the addition of multiple audio layers on top of digitized video.  The well-known abbreviation stands for Motion Picture Experts Group Audio Layer.  For 10 points, what is the controversial file extension associated with the audio form that was originally designated as the third layer of ripped sound from an MPEG (EM-peg) video?

ANSWER: _MP3_ (the dot is not necessary)

10.  Their name in Chinese was I Ho Ch'uan (ee hoh CHWAN), or the Society of Righteous and Harmonious Fists. Their English name was derived from an exercise they used in training that resembled shadow fighting. For 10 points, what was this anti-foreigner group that attempted to reassert Chinese control over China and was put down in 1900?

ANSWER: _Boxer_s (accept Boxer Rebellion)

11.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, of the six elementary trig functions, which are positive in the fourth quadrant?

ANSWER: _COSINE AND SECANT_

12.  The energy of these particles is described with the equation E = hn (e equals h times n), where n is their frequency and h is Planck's (PLONKS) constant. For 10 points, what are these particles that have no mass or charge, travel only at a constant speed that is known to physicists as c, and compose light?

ANSWER: _photon_s (DO NOT ACCEPT light, as the question does ask for "particles" very early on.)

13.  For 10 points, which month of our calendar is said to have derived from a Latin word meaning to open?

ANSWER: _April_

14.  Clement Vallandingham, a Congressman from Ohio, was the most famous member of, for 10 points, what group of Democrats who strenuously opposed the war efforts of Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War?

ANSWER: _Copperhead_s

15.  His given name was Poole, but in 1930 he met W.D. Fard, a man who called himself The Prophet.  After Fard disappeared four years later, he took over Fard's sect and created Temple Number 2 in Chicago, and in 1964 he wrote _Message to the Black Man_.  Succeeded by his son Wallace upon his death in 1975, for ten points, name this Nation of Islam leader who may have ordered the assassination of Malcolm X.

ANSWER:  _E_lijah _Muhammad_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What is the term for a group of words in a sentence which has a subject and a predicate? It may or may not stand alone.

ANSWER: _clause_

1B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The distance between A and B is -5.  A is the point (8, -1), B is the point (5, y).  What are all possible values of y?

ANSWER: _-5, 3_

2A.  What comic-book outfit created Spider-Man, the Incredible Hulk, and Captain America?

ANSWER: _MARVEL_ Comics

2B.  The Spanish adjective bueno has an irregular form in the comparative. What is the word that translates as "better"?

ANSWER: _mejor_ (may-HOAR)

3A.  What term was given to a Roman official, such as Cincinnatus, who was given exceptional power in times of crisis?

ANSWER: _dictator_

3B.  Who was elected in 1981 and then served for 14 years as President of France?

ANSWER: Francois _Mitterand_ (mee-tay-ROND)

4A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. 11/16, 3/4, 1, 2, 6, 22 ... What is the next term in this sequence?

ANSWER: _86_ the sequence is a[n] = (a[n-1] + 2)/ 4

4B.  The Apostles' and the Nicene were the two classical types of what authorized summary of Christian doctrine recited as an affirmation of faith - not to be confused with a crappy band led by Scott Staap?

ANSWER:  _creed_

5A.  What name is given to the obscuring of one celestial body by another, either by getting directly between us and the other object, or by the casting of a shadow?

ANSWER: _eclipse_

5B.  The average person has over 2 million of these microscopic units in their kidneys to filter blood. What are these units called?

ANSWER: _nephrons_

6A.  The story of marooned Scottish sailor Alexander Selkirk was the basis for what novel about a marooned sailor?

ANSWER: _Robinson Crusoe_

6B.  What weather information is obtained by considering the actual air temperature and the wind speed?

ANSWER: _wind chill_  factor

7A.  What is the total number of atoms represented in the formula CuSO4 with 5H2O?

ANSWER: _21_

7B.  What is the name of the large swamp that covers much of southeast Virginia and northeast North Carolina and has Lake Drummond at its center?

ANSWER: _Great Dismal_ Swamp

8A.  Tristan Tzara and Jean Arp led what avant-garde art movement of the twentieth century with a name that comes from the French for "hobbyhorse?"

ANSWER:  _Dada_ 

8B.  In which Nathaniel Hawthorne short story will you find the young woman Faith?

ANSWER: _Young Goodman Brown_

9A.  Who was the first Vice-President to become President after the death of the President?

ANSWER: John _Tyler_

9B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A jar has 10 more nickels than quarters.  If the jar contains only nickels and quarters, and the value of the coins in the jar is $3.20, how many nickels are in the jar?

ANSWER: _19_

10A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What term in statistics is defined as the square root of the variance?

ANSWER: _standard deviation_ (prompt on deviation)

10B.  What author who died in 2003 was best known for the book Paper Lion, about his tryout with the Detroit Lions in 1963?

ANSWER: George _Plimpton_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  He discovered the rotational periods of Jupiter, Mars and Venus and discovered four of Saturn's satellites. For 10 points, name this Italian-French astronomer for whom a gap in Saturn's ring system is named.

ANSWER: Gian _Cassini_

2.  He was born because King Pelles of Carbonek played a trick on Lancelot, making the great knight mistake Elaine for Guinevere.  King of Sarras when he died, he was taken to Heaven with the prize that he captured.  For ten points, who was this Arthurian knight who captured the Holy Grail with the help of Bors and Percival?

ANSWER:  Sir _Galahad_ 

3.  If the doctor diagnoses you with pertussis, for 10 points, from what fairly common childhood disease are you suffering?

ANSWER: _whooping cough_

4.  He was born of Kurdish descent, but today all Arabs claim him as a great hero, including, ironically, Saddam Hussein. He managed to take control of Egypt and Syria, and then turned his attention on the Christians in his midst. He won the great battle of Hattin (hah-TEEN) in 1187 and was able to re-capture Jerusalem. For 10 points, who was this Saracen king, founder of the Ayyubid dynasty and opponent of the Third Crusade?

ANSWER: _Saladin_

5.  This American short-story writer and novelist shares her surname with that of a Polish-born French composer. For 10 points, name this author of Bayou Folk and The Awakening.

ANSWER:  Kate _Chopin_ (accept sho-pan or chop-in)

6.  In the sixth Idyll in Tenneyson's Idyll's of the King, Merlin is associated with the Lady of the Lake. For 10 points, what is her given name?

ANSWER: _Vivien_ (prompt on an early Lady of the Lake)

7.  For 10 points, what term describes a reaction where the reactants are in different phases or a mixture where one element of the mixture is not evenly distributed through the other element?

ANSWER: _heterogeneous_ 

8.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Rush hour morning traffic entails that a 5-mile morning commute is made at 40 mph.  The early afternoon return trip is made at 60 mph over the same 5-mile route.  For 10 points, what is the average speed, round-trip?

ANSWER: _48_ MPH (note that average speed is done based on time, not distance, thus 50 mph is not correct)

9.  For 10 points, what is the last name shared by pro football kickers Santiago, Bill, and Martin?

ANSWER: _GRAMATICA_

10.  For 10 points, what name was given to Southern white Republicans during Reconstruction?

ANSWER: _scalawag_s

11.  In your Internet browser, it is a set of previously accessed pages stored on your hard drive that allows faster downloading of web pages, but which can lead to incorrect versions of a page being loaded. For 10 points, what is this term that is also the name of a special area of super-fast memory where recently accessed data is stored?

ANSWER: _cache_

12.  Milky, smokey, citrine and amethyst are varieties of this common, semi-precious mineral.  For ten points, name this mineral with a Mohs hardness of seven.

ANSWER:  _quartz_

13.  Charles de Gaulle was, for 10 points, the first President of what iteration, that is, an ordinal number, of the French Republic?

ANSWER: _Fifth_ Republic

14.  It recounts in twelve books a story that is told in only a few verses in the book of Genesis. For 10 points, what is this narrative epic poem about the origin of evil and written by John Milton?

ANSWER: _Paradise Lost_

15.  In October, Microsoft provided a demo of its new version of Windows. For 10 points, what is the codename of this new version, a name likely created by a graduate of the University of Texas?

ANSWER: _Longhorn_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  The Murray and Darling Rivers are the longest rivers on, for 10 points, what continent?

ANSWER: _Australia_

2.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the sum of the natural numbers less than 12?

ANSWER: _66_

3.  In this classic American short story, vengeance in the Italian style is achieved as Fortunato is sealed in a cellar wall. For 10 points, identify this work by Edgar Allan Poe.

ANSWER:  _The Cask of Amontillado_

4.  Currently its value is pegged to slightly over 8 and a quarter to the dollar. However, US and European manufacturers are trying to get its value to float. For 10 points, what is this currency, the currency of mainland China?

ANSWER: _yuan_ or _renminbi_ (ren-MIN-bee)

5.  For 10 points, what are the very small arteries called that actually feed the heart muscle itself?

ANSWER: _coronary_ arteries

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

