Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #29


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  In 1934, as part of Roosevelt's Good Neighbor Policy, a treaty was signed with Cuba ending this amendment. For 10 points, what was this amendment that the US forced into Cuba's constitution, where the US could intervene into Cuba's internal affairs at will?

ANSWER: _Platt_ Amendment

2.  Art critics Holger Cahill and Alfred Barr named the movement in 1934, basing it on John Sloan's New York street scenes of slum alleys and rooftops.  The group first exhibited in New York in 1908, and were originally known as The Eight.  For ten points, what American painters of realistic urban scenes were led by Everett Shinn, William Glackens, and most notably Robert Henri (HEN-rye)?

ANSWER:  _Ashcan_ School (prompt on "The Eight" until mentioned)

3.  For 10 points, deuterium and tritium are isotopes of what element?

ANSWER: _hydrogen_

4.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the value of the cosine of pi-twelfths?

ANSWER: _( SQRT(6) + SQRT(2) ) / 4_ or _the sum of the square root of six and the square root of two, divided by four_

5.   Where should you put commas in the following sentence: "Reading and writing and 'rithmetic are still considered the basics of education."

ANSWER:  _ you shouldn't add any commas since the words are joined with and_

6.  FOUR ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, what four nations, other than the US and North Korea, are expected to attend a new round of negotiations to defuse the nuclear situation there?

ANSWER: _South Korea, Japan, China and Russia_

7.  He started his military career by commanding an Imperial army during the Yellow Turban Revolt. After overthrowing Dong Zhuo, he was able to take control of northern China. After losing the battle of Red Wall in 208 AD, he was unable to unite China. His successor, Sima Yi, unified China after defeating his great rivals Liu Bei and Sun Quan. For 10 points, who was this warlord during the period of the Three Kingdoms?

ANSWER: _Cao Cao_ or _Ts'ao Ts'ao_ (accept either kow-kow or tsow-tsow)

8.  For 10 points, what giant of "escapology" was born Ernst Weiss in 1874?

ANSWER: Harry _Houdini_

9.  For 10 points, what English word, borrowed from the French, means a competent judge, especially in the areas of art, fine wine, and food?

ANSWER: _connoisseur_ (kon-uh-sur)

10.  Ventral refers to the under, or belly side of an organism and dorsal refers to the top or backside. But for 10 points, what word refers to the head of an organism?

ANSWER: _anterior_

11.  For 10 points, how many conjugations of verbs are in the Latin language?

ANSWER: _four_

12.  Her husband had ordered the pulling of her feeding tube. But on October 21, with the support of her family, Florida Governor Jeb Bush ordered that her feeding tube be reinserted. For 10 points, who is this woman that is at the center of this right-to-life case? 

ANSWER: Terry _Schiavo_ (SHAH-voh)

13.  This region of Virginia consists of Northumberland, Lancaster, Richmond and Westmoreland counties. For 10 points, what is this region that is a peninsula jutting out into the Chesapeake, and is between the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers?

ANSWER: _Northern Neck_

14.  Queen Victoria was a fan of his open-air show, which toured America and Europe between 1883 and 1913. Eventually, it included acts of horsemanship from around the world and a re-enactment of the charge of San Juan Hill in the Spanish-American War. Originally, it contained re-enactments of Indian battles and stagecoach robberies, along with animals and sharp shooting demonstrations. For 10 points, who was this scout, buffalo hunter, miner and rancher that was best known for his "Wild West Show"?

ANSWER: William "Buffalo Bill" _Cody_

15.  For 10 points, what other sub-atomic particle has approximately the same mass as a proton?

ANSWER: _neutron_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What was the name of the three wars fought between Rome and Carthage between 264 and 146 BC?

ANSWER: _Punic_

1B.  What businesswoman did Muhammad marry at age 25 and have six children with, including Fatima?

ANSWER:  _Khadijah_

2A.  Thanks to Homer Simpson, what "Simpsons" standard made its first appearance in the Oxford English Dictionary in 2001?

ANSWER: _D'OH!_

2B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The ratio of x to y is 81 to 73.  What is y when x is 486?

ANSWER: _438_

3A.  A sealed container has 1 mole of helium and 2 moles of nitrogen at 30 degrees centigrade. When the total pressure of the mixture is 600 torr, what is the partial pressure of the nitrogen?

ANSWER: _400_ torr

3B.  Which of the Crusades resulted in the burning of the Christian cities Zama and Constantinople?

ANSWER: _Fourth_

4A.  What term describes a literary or artistic work that imitates the style of another author or work for comic ridicule or effect, such as the works found in Mad Magazine?

ANSWER: _parody_

4B.  The Puritan poet Edward Taylor wrote "Upon a Spider Catching a Fly." What Scottish poet wrote "To a Louse"?

ANSWER: Robert or Bobby _Burns_

5A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. If A and B are single-digit numbers, what is 4A5 minus 1B6 if B is 4 greater than A?

ANSWER: _259_

5B.  Octopuses and squids are members of what class of animals?

ANSWER: _cephalopod_s or _cephalopoda_ (seh-fah-LOH-paw-duh)

6A.  Who wrote the short story, "The Outcasts of Poker Flat"?

ANSWER: (Francis) Bret _Harte_

6B.  1024 gigabytes are contained in what unit of computer disk storage and one day memory capacity?

ANSWER: _terabyte_

7A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the equation in standard form of a parabola that opens left from its vertex at (-9, -2) with standard, that is, unadjusted, height?

ANSWER: _x = (y + 2)^2 - 9_ (DO NOT ACCEPT (y + 2)^2 = x + 9)

7B.  A few writers are known by their full names. What is the full name of the English poet Shelley?

ANSWER: _Percy Bysshe_ (bish) 

8A.  What is the name of the muscular pouch contained in the stomach of birds that helps digest seeds?

ANSWER: _gizzard_

8B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A trapezoid has an upper base of 7 and a lower base of 24.  If the area of the trapezoid is 108.5, what is the height?

ANSWER: _7_

9A.  Who was Dwight Eisenhower's Vice-President?

ANSWER: Richard M. _Nixon_

9B.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. What two government-supported entities were created to help back the home mortgage market but have had accounting troubles in the past year?

ANSWER: _Freddie Mac_ (Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation) and _Fannie Mae_ (Federal National Mortgage Association)

10A.  A Roman statue of Marcus Aurelius and Donatello's _Gattamelata_ are examples of what genre of sculpture that also names an Olympic sport where contestants jump over obstacles on a course?

ANSWER:  _equestrian_ statues 

10B.  What psychologist is best known for his "Hierarchy of Needs"?

ANSWER: Abraham _Maslow_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For 10 points, in what colonial American literary work with you find the character Uncas? 

ANSWER: _Last of the Mohicans_

2.  He was the first to base medical treatment on scientific observation. For 10 points, name the Greek called the "father of medicine."

ANSWER: _Hippocrates_ (hip-pock-ruh-teez)

3.  For 10 points, what is the name of EITHER of the two largest islands in the Philippine archipelago?

ANSWER: _Luzon_ (loo-ZOHN) and _Mindanao_ (min-dah-NAO)

4.  The scholar Apollonius of Rhodes believed that this item was actually a priest's costume.  The couple that captured it used it as a spread for their bridal bed - fair enough, since Medea (meh-DEE-ah) had to drug a dragon in Colchis (KOHL-kis) in order to obtain it.  For ten points, identify this treasure secured by the Argonauts led by Jason.

ANSWER:  _Golden Fleece_

5.  This "mineral" is not a single mineral, but the general term for a large group of minerals that are the hydrous silicates of aluminum and potassium. Examples of this "mineral" include muscovite and phlogopite. For 10 points, what is this mineral that lends its name to a word meaning any mineral that can be split into thin sheets along a 180-degree cleavage plane?

ANSWER: _mica_ (accept any color mica) 

6.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, if there are no grouping symbols in the following expression, what is the value of 17 + 12 / 9 * 3 - 4 + 4 / 2 ?

ANSWER: _19_

7.  He was the first English writer to receive the Nobel Prize for Literature, doing so in 1907. For 10 points, who is this man who wrote the poem Gunga Din and the novels Kim and The Jungle Book?

ANSWER: Rudyard _Kipling_

8.  Robert Schumann welcomed this man to French cultural circles, proclaiming, "Hats off, gentlemen!  A genius!"  He spent the winter of 1839 on the isle of Majorca with George Sand, and while with her he composed mazurkas, polonaises, the F Minor Fantasy, and the 24 Preludes.  For ten points, what Polish-born composer died of tuberculosis in 1849?

ANSWER:  Frederic _Chopin_ (show-PAN)

9.  Virginia does not recognize this type of marriage, which is legal only if the marriage exists by mutual agreement or by cohabitation without a civil or religious ceremony. What is this type of marriage that exists in some states where a couple is considered legally married after living together for a long period of time?

ANSWER: _common-law_ marriage

10.  For 10 points, what is the scientific name of our voice box?

ANSWER: _larynx_

11.  Visions of Glory is the first volume of a projected three-volume biography entitled The Last Lion by William Manchester. For 10 points, what British figure is the subject of this work?

ANSWER: Winston _Churchill_

12.  Captain Thomas Preston, the officer in command, was charged with manslaughter along with eight of his soldiers. Preston and six of his men were eventually acquitted of all charges, after John Adams and Josiah Quincy volunteered to defend them. For 10 points, what was this 1770 incident which was sensationalized in an engraving by silversmith Paul Revere?

ANSWER: _Boston Massacre_

13.  The June birthstone, a John Steinbeck short story about a fisherman named Kino and the daughter of the protagonist in The Scarlet Letter all share, for 10 points, what name?

ANSWER: _Pearl_

14.  His foe is generally assumed to be male, but is in fact named Mimi, casting doubt on the assumption.  He communicates only with signs, while his foe only ever communicates two syllables.  He is introduced with supposed Latin classifications varying from Eternalii Famishiis to Hungrii Flea-Bagius to Eatius Birdius.  For 10 points, who is the Warner Brothers character that is constantly plagued by malfunctioning Acme Corporation equipment while chasing the Road Runner?

ANSWER: _Wile E. Coyote_

15.  It is one of the coldest known objects in the Solar System, with average temperatures near minus 400 degrees Fahrenheit. Its most interesting features are ice volcanoes that erupt liquid methane or nitrogen. This moon is about 1700 miles in diameter and has a retrograde orbit around its planet. For 10 points, what is this largest moon of Neptune?

ANSWER: _Triton_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  In 1985, the flagship of Greenpeace, the Rainbow Warrior, was unilaterally sunk in the harbor of Auckland, New Zealand, by, for 10 points, agents of what country's security service?

ANSWER: _France_ 

2.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. f of x equals the binomial x + 1 times the trinomial x-squared plus 3x plus 4 {f(x) = (x + 1)(x^2 + 3x + 4) }. g of x equals x to the negative second power {g(x) = x^(-2) = 1/(x^2) }. h of x equals f of x times g of x {h(x) = f(x)/g(x) }. For 10 points, of what degree is h(x)?

ANSWER: _1_ (first degree)

3.  This Illinois-born poet of Swedish ancestry, whose free verse poems celebrate industrial and agricultural America, was strongly influenced by Walt Whitman. He gained even more fame as a biographer of Abraham Lincoln. For 10 points, name this author of the poem "Chicago."

ANSWER: Carl _Sandburg_

4.  In 1532 he published a commentary on Seneca's _De clementia_, but three years later, he had to flee to Basel.  Between 1536 and 1559, his work _Institutes of the Christian Religion_ grew from six to 79 chapters, and Guillaume Farel persuaded him to stay in Farel's city to preach reform.  For ten points, name this man who espoused the doctrine of predestination in Geneva, second only to Luther among Protestant reformers.

ANSWER:  John _Calvin_

5.  They come in two types, dip-slip and strike-slip. For 10 points, what are these geologic features, the most famous of which is the San Andreas?

ANSWER: _fault_
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