Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #41


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  By 1369, this nation's power had been so reduced that its ruler was arrested in Venice for non-payment of debt. Less than a century later, it was wiped off the map, victim to the advancing Ottomans. Other major crises in this nation's history included the Iconoclastic Controversy and the capture of its capital in 1204 by the Fourth Crusade. For 10 points, what is this nation that was descended from the Eastern Roman Empire?

ANSWER: _Byzantine_ Empire

2.  Ernie Fletcher defeated Ben Chandler to become, for 10 points, what state's first Republican governor in 30 years?

ANSWER: _Kentucky_

3.  What multi-dimensional 17th century Frenchman experimented with fluids, which led to the invention of the hydraulic press; founded the modern theory of probability, and contributed to the advance of differential calculus?

ANSWER: Blaise _Pascal_

4.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  Given vector A equals 2i - 3j, for 10 points, what is the magnitude of A?

ANSWER: _SQRT(13)_

5.  He commits suicide to provide $20,000 in life insurance for his family, Linda, Happy, and Biff. For 10 points, what fictional character commits suicide at the end of the Arthur Miller play, Death of a Salesman?

ANSWER: _Willy Loman_ (prompt on one name)

6.  An instrument similar to it, but an octave lower, is called the marimba.  Used by Saint-Saens (san-SAHNS) in his _Danse Macabre," its range usually extends to three-and-a-half octaves, while players can use two to four mallets.  For ten points, identify this instrument that consists of a wooden frame that supports a series of wooden bars that gradually increase in size.

ANSWER:  _xylophone_

7.  After paying his ransom, he ordered the death of his brother, Huascar (WAH-skar). For this and alleged plotting against the Spanish, he was then executed. A room full of gold was the ransom of, for 10 points, what last ruler of an independent Inca empire?

ANSWER: _Atahualpa_ (ah-tah-WAHL-pah)

8.  Ernest Lehman wrote the script to this film, which co-starred Jesse Royce Landis as the protagonist's mother and Leo G. Carroll as a government official.  Policemen mistake the main character is a murderer, while the bad guys think he's a double agent.  For ten points, what 1959 Alfred Hitchcock film starred Eva Marie Saint and Cary Grant, who ends up climbing across the faces of Mount Rushmore?

ANSWER:  _"North By Northwest"_

9.  For 10 points, what is the word that is often used in the idiom "hoisted on one's own (BLANK)"?

ANSWER: _petard_

10.  It was designed in the 1930s so that the most commonly used letters, such as the vowels and D, H, T, N and S, are contained on the middle row. Because of this, much higher typing speeds are possible than with the traditional, or QWERTY (kwair-tee) keyboard. For 10 points, what is this keyboard that is named for its inventor, and not for a Czech composer?

ANSWER: _Dvorak_ (DVOH-rak)

11.  For 10 points, what case of Latin nouns can be roughly translated by the possessive in English?

ANSWER: _genitive_

12.  Gordon Matthew Sumner earned his stage name from a yellow and black jersey that he often wore while playing on a cruise ship trio.  He played JD in Guy Ritchie’s "Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels."  For 10 points, what music superstar teamed with Andy Summers and Stewart Copeland to form the band "The Police" before launching a successful solo career?

ANSWER: _STING_

13.  Despite the fact that there are five of them, their nickname indicates there are only four of them. For 10 points, what name is given to the area of Iowa and Illinois around the cities of Davenport and Bettendorf in Iowa and Rock Island, Moline and East Moline in Illinois? 

ANSWER: _Quad Cities_ 

14.  Two thousand years after his death, he was promoted to god of medicine and healing. For 10 points, who was this Egyptian that served as vizier under the pharaoh Djoser (JOH-ser) and built the step pyramid at Saqqara? 

ANSWER: _Imhotep_

15.  Huntington's disease is caused by a dominant, lethal gene that becomes active in middle life. For 10 points, if an individual is heterozygous for Huntington’s, what is the percentage chance that he or she will develop Huntington's at some point?

ANSWER: _100%_ chance

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What Communist dictator of Romania was executed on Christmas Day, 1989?

ANSWER: Nicolae (nee-koh-LIE) Ceausescu (CHOH-sheh-skoo)

1B.  What Italian term is given to a musician that has superior technical ability, such as Mozart on the piano and Paganini on the violin?

ANSWER:  _virtuoso_

2A.  Theraveda and Mahayana are the two dominant sects of what eastern religion founded in the sixth century BCE?

ANSWER:  _Buddhism_

2B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the sum of the sine of 30 degrees and the cosecant of 30 degrees?

ANSWER: _2.5_

3A.  What quantity in physics can roughly be defined as mass times velocity? 

ANSWER: _momentum_

3B.  Anna Sage was the "lady in red" that led the G-Men to kill what notorious bank robber outside the Biograph Theater in Chicago?

ANSWER: John _Dillinger_

4A.  Name the American novel by John Steinbeck that partially parallels the biblical story of Cain and Abel.

ANSWER: _East of Eden_

4B.  Gabriel Oak is a dependable shepherd and Bathsheba Everdene a capricious young lady in what Thomas Hardy novel set in Wessex, England?

ANSWER: _Far from the Madding Crowd_ (it is NOT maddening)

5A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  Set A consists of the first 10 prime numbers.  Set B's elements are 4 less than the corresponding elements of set A.  What is the intersection of A and B?

ANSWER: _{3, 7, 13, 19}_

5B.  What name is given to the minor series of vibrations that follow an earthquake?

Answer: _aftershock(s)_

6A.  What word, taken from a Native American word meaning "shaman", is used to describe a ceremony featuring dancing and feasting, and is used to describe any meeting or get-together?

ANSWER: _powwow_

6B.  Give the electron configuration representing a potassium atom in the excited state.

ANSWER: _1s2,2s2,2p6,3s2,3p5,4s2_

7A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  When a is not equal to zero, a times x-squared plus b times x plus c equals zero.  What is this common formulation?

ANSWER: _THE QUADRATIC EQUATION_ (DO NOT accept "Quadratic FORMULA")

7B.  Although The Farmer's Almanac is the oldest known almanac published today, who published Poor Richard's Almanac around 1723?

ANSWER: Benjamin _Franklin_

8A.  This immune system gland is much larger and more active in children than in adults. Its deterioration in adults is associated with higher rate of cancer in adults. What is this gland in the middle of the chest?

ANSWER: _thymus_

8B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  On a 2-question True-False quiz, at least one of the answers is true, and there is an equal probability that each question on the test is true or false.  What are the odds that both of the answers are true?

ANSWER: _1/3_ (Given 1 true: TT, TF, FT are only possibilities, so 1 out of 3)

9A.  What name is given to tendency to reverse letters and words in reading and writing?

ANSWER: _dyslexia_

9B.  Who has set up the website www.mjnews.us to fight criminal allegations that have been made against him?

ANSWER: _Michael Jackson_

10A.  What former Pacers and Kansas Jayhawks coach left the 76ers after the 2002-2003 season in order to take the Piston's head coaching job?

ANSWER: Larry _Brown_

10B.  What Chinese dynasty ruled between 1660 and 1046 BC, and was between the Hsia (SHEE-uh) and Chou (CHOH) dynasties?

ANSWER: _Shang_ Dynasty

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For 10 points, what type of pronoun is in the following sentence? The admiral himself inspected the ship.

ANSWER: _intensive_ (do not accept reflexive)

2.  Diaphaneity is the degree to which a mineral passes visible light.  Transparent or translucent indicate some light is passed.  What term means that no light is passed?

Answer: _opaque_

3.  This decision declared the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional, but is probably better known for Chief Justice Roger Taney's decision. For 10 points, what was this 1857 case where Taney declared that since the plaintiff was black, he was not a citizen and had no right to sue?

ANSWER: _Dred Scott_ decision or _Scott v Sanford_

4.  Ignatius of Antioch was the first to use this term, defining it as the entire body of Christians, as opposed to individual congregations.  After 1054, the term came to identify the Western Church, while the word itself is derived from the Greek for "universal."  When capitalized, for ten points, what eight-letter term is the name given to the Church of Rome and its adherents?

ANSWER:  _catholic_

5.  For 10 points, what is the empirical formula of the compound whose molecular formula is P4O10? 

ANSWER: _P2O5_

6.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is the value of i raised to the 7th power?

ANSWER: _-i_

7.  He wrote a number of semi-scientific adventure stories that proved to be not only universally popular but also almost unbelievably prophetic. For 10 points, name this French author of The Mysterious Island, Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea, and Around the World in Eighty Days.

ANSWER: Jules _Verne_

8.  Born in Reading, England on October 5, 1975, she got her first job dancing with the "Honey Monster" in a Sugar Puffs commercial.  She is the youngest actor ever to be nominated for two Academy Awards.  For 10 points, who is this actress, nominated for "Sense and Sensibility" and "Titanic"?

ANSWER: Kate _Winslet_

9.  For 10 points, what river flows through the city of Paris?

ANSWER: _Seine_ (SEN)

10.  If light from an image falls on the very point that the optic nerve leaves the eye, no vision is possible. For 10 points, what is this point called?

ANSWER: _blind spot_

11.  By the end of this novel, the main character is getting ready to go to the University of Michigan, and her mother, Katie, has married Sergeant McShane. For 10 points, what is this novel about Francie Nolan growing up in New York City, written by Betty Smith?

ANSWER: _A Tree Grows In Brooklyn_

12.  Among his lesser-known exploits were serving as governor of the Arizona territory between 1878 and 1883, and commanding the Western Department during the Civil War. For 10 points, who is this explorer, leader of the Bear Flag revolt in California and 1856 Presidential candidate on the Republican ticket?

ANSWER: John Charles (J.C.) _Fremont_

13.  In Malory's Morte D'Arthur (mort darthur), it is a vacant chair at the Round Table of King Arthur, reserved for the one predestined to achieve the quest of the Grail. For 10 points, what is the two-word term for this chair?

ANSWER: _Siege Perilous_

14.  Dionysus conquered them, while Bellerophon fought them, barely escaping with his life. They fought on the Trojan side during the Trojan War; in response, Achilles killed their queen, Penthesilea. For ten points, Hippolyta was another queen of what tribe of female warriors who cut off one of their breasts in order to shoot a bow better?

ANSWER:  _Amazons_

15.  A current can be created by aiming a beam of light at the negative end of a charged plate pair. This is, for 10 points, what "effect" that won Albert Einstein the Nobel Prize?

ANSWER: _photoelectric effect_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  For 10 points, what name is given to the study of the size, composition, growth and distribution of human populations?

ANSWER: _demographics_

2.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is the sum of the floor of five-eighths and the ceiling of five-eighths?

ANSWER: _1_ (0 + 1)

3.  In this 1777 comedy, one of the most popular in the English language, Lady Sneerwell and a group of friends meet often at her house for the purpose of creating and spreading malicious gossip. For 10 points, name this work by Richard Sheridan.

ANSWER: _The School for Scandal_

4.  CBS cancelled its miniseries about the Reagan family after criticism from Republicans. For 10 points, on what network did the miniseries eventually air?

ANSWER: _Showtime_

5.  This method of obtaining some of a fetus' cells involves using a long needle that is passed through the abdominal wall to withdraw a small amount of amniotic fluid, which contains fetus cells. For 10 points, what is this method called?

ANSWER: _amniocentesis_
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