Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #44


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For 10 points, what Democratic Presidential candidate in November opted out of public financing for the Democratic primaries?

ANSWER: Howard _Dean_

2.  As a wave passes through the ocean, the water moves in what is called "circles of motion".  As the wave approaches shallow water, the lower part of these circles of motion begin to come in contact with the ocean floor. For ten points, what will happen to the wave when this contact occurs?

Answer: the wave will _break or form breakers or surf_

3.  This American lawyer, novelist, and soldier served in the Union army and later became governor of New Mexico and Indiana and served as minister to Turkey. For 10 points, name this man whose novels include The Fair God, based on Cortez's conquest of Mexico, and Ben-Hur:  A Tale of the Christ.

ANSWER: General Lewis _Wallace_

4.  After the Moroccans overthrew the Songhai Empire in 1591, this city's power declined. For nearly four centuries before that, this city near the Niger (nee-ZHAY) River had been a center of trade and learning, and an important part of the Mali and Songhai empires. For 10 points, what is this African city that is used to generally describe a remote location?

ANSWER: _Timbuktu_

5.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. What are the two anagrams that can be made from the word "apt"?

ANSWER: _pat and tap_

6.  Its pose was taken from a relief sculpture of a sleeping god by Polyclitus.  The piece of paper held by the title figure has his underlined name on it, while the top half of the painting is all black.  A wooden block in the bottom right also has the name of the title figure in, for ten points, what Jacques-Louis David (dah-VEED) painting, featuring a dead French revolutionary in a bathtub?

ANSWER:  The _Death of Marat_ 

7.  He spent a year in Syracuse in order to tutor Dionysius the Younger, but returned to Athens in 366 BCE.  Later works of his include the _Laws_, the _Parmenides_, and the _Statesman_.  For ten points, name this founder of the Academy and teacher of Aristotle, many whose dialogues, such as the _Crito_ and the _Apology_, featured Socrates.

ANSWER:  _Plato_ 

8.  Cecil Vyse, George Emerson, Charlotte Bartlett and Lucy Honeychurch are characters in, for 10 points, what book by E.M. Forster?

ANSWER: _A Room with a View_

9.  In 1804, he lost the race for New York governor due to the influence of Alexander Hamilton. He then killed Hamilton in a duel. For 10 points, who was this former Vice President that was three years later acquitted of treason?

ANSWER: Aaron _Burr_

10.  The electron, muon and tau particle are the three types of, for 10 points, what particles whose name was given by Enrico Fermi, and means, in Italian, "little neutral one"?

ANSWER: _neutrino_

11.  When a sperm enters an egg it is called fertilization. For 10 points, what is the cell called that results from fertilization?

ANSWER: _zygote_

12.  For 10 points, what nation's first emperor was crowned in the French Hall of Mirrors at Versailles on January 18, 1871? 

ANSWER: _Germany_ (do not accept Prussia)

13.  Mark Wahlberg had his first significant movie success in a 1997 movie that featured Heather Graham as Rollergirl.  For 10 points, what movie gained Burt Reynolds an Oscar-nomination for his work alongside Wahlberg and Graham?

ANSWER: _"BOOGIE NIGHTS"_

14.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A fair coin is flipped 6 times.  For 10 points, if the first four were heads, what is the probability that all the flips were heads?

ANSWER: _1/4_

15.  For 10 points, what word is the Russian acronym of the words meaning "Chief Administration for Corrective Labor Camps"?

ANSWER: _GULAG_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  Kelly Rowland became famous as a member of what music group?

ANSWER: _Destiny's Child_

1B.  Running set, longway set, and quadrille are arrangements of couples performing what type of American folk dance, where callers often ask you to promenade and do-si-do?

ANSWER:  _square_ dance

2A.  Silas Marner is a novel written by George Eliot. George Eliot is the pen name of what 19th-century novelist?

ANSWER: _Mary Ann Evans_ (prompt on just Evans)

2B.  A person can produce sex cells with the following combination of alleles for 2 traits: big A big B, big A little b, little a big B, and little a little b. What is the person's genotype?

ANSWER: _big A little a, big B little b_

3A.  If iodine is lacking in the diet, the thyroid gland is unable to produce thyroxin and enlarges. What is this enlarged thyroid called?

ANSWER: _goiter_

3B.  What President created a "corollary" to the Monroe Doctrine in order to prevent European intervention into debt-plagued Latin American countries?

ANSWER: _Theodore Roosevelt_

4A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the binary association of the hexadecimal number AA?

ANSWER: _1010 1010_

4B.  The words zenith and nadir come to us from what language?

ANSWER: _Arabic_

5A.  What name is given to the peninsula formed by the St. Lawrence River and the Baie des Chaleurs (bay day SHAH-lur) that is part of the Canadian province of Quebec?

ANSWER: _Gaspe_ (gah-SPAY)

5B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the sum of the sine of 30 degrees and the sine of pi-sixths radians?

ANSWER: _1_

6A.  What word refers to the present participle of a verb being used as a noun?

ANSWER: _gerund_

6B.  What 35-million member organization surprised political observers in November by coming out in favor of President Bush's Medicare reform bill?

ANSWER: _AARP_ or _American Association of Retired Persons_ (the group is technically called AARP these days.) 

7A.  With what state is the name Caesar Rodney associated?

ANSWER: _Delaware_

7B.  What British novel, set both in late 19th-century England and hundreds of thousands of years in the future, features a future woman, Weena, and a gentle people called Eloi? 

ANSWER: _The Time Machine_

8A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  2, 6, 14, 30, 62 ... what is the next term in the sequence?

ANSWER: _126_ (A(n+1) = 2A(n) + 2)

8B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the slope of the line perpendicular to the line segment between (3,1) and (-2, 5)?

ANSWER: _5/4_

9A.  The lares (LAIR-eez) and penates (PEN-ah-teez) were household and food gods of what civilization traditionally founded in 753 BCE by a man who became the god Quirinus (kwih-rih-NEE-us)?

ANSWER:  _Roman_ civilization

9B.  Who won the battle of Tours in 732, ending the Muslim advance into Europe?

ANSWER: _Charles Martel_ or _Charles the Hammer_

10A.  What is the name given by a spreadsheet program to a single box where you can enter a single piece of data?

ANSWER: _cell_

10B.  When 7.00 moles of gas A and 3.00 moles of gas B are combined, the total pressure exerted by the gas mixture is 760 mm Hg (millimeters of mercury). What is the partial pressure exerted by gas A in this mixture?

ANSWER: _532_ mm Hg

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  He won the 1906 physics Nobel and is considered the founder of modern atomic physics, but who is this man who is perhaps best remembered for his discovery of the electron in 1897?

ANSWER: Sir Joseph _Thomson_

2.  She won her second Pulitzer Prize in 1971 for Stilwell and the American Experience in China, 1911-1945. For 10 points, what American historian won her first Pulitzer Prize in 1962 for her work about the military and diplomatic prelude to World War I, The Guns of August?

ANSWER: Barbara _Tuchman_ (tuck-man)

3.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A number divides 3 four fewer times than it divides 4.  For 10 points, what is the number?

ANSWER: _-48_

4.  For 10 points, what was the name of the two officials, elected for one-year terms, that were the "rulers" of the Roman Republic?

ANSWER: _consul_s (accept proconsul, who were consuls that ruled for more than one year during time of war)

5.  This state's governor Mitt Romney has vowed to fight a November State Supreme Court ruling that legalizes gay marriages. For 10 points, what is this traditionally liberal state that sends John Kerry and Ted Kennedy to the US Senate?

ANSWER: _Massachusetts_

6.  A man is homozygous dominant for widow's peak and homozygous dominant for short fingers. For 10 points, What will the phenotype of all of his children be for these two traits, regardless of his wife's contribution? 

ANSWER: _widow's peak and short fingers_ (not necessarily in that order)

7.  For 10 points, who wrote Lady Chatterley's Lover? 

ANSWER: D.H. _Lawrence_

8.  In 1978, Newsweek magazine reported that hundreds of college campuses were hosting them.  One legendary one at the University of Wisconsin involved more than 10,000 students.  Though considered a thing of the past, college students today would certainly not declare, "it's Greek to me" about these parties.  For 10 points, what type of party drew its impetus from the popularity of the scene in the 1978 movie "National Lampoon's Animal House" in which the Delta House dressed themselves in bed sheets and laurel wreaths?

ANSWER: _TOGA_ Parties

9.  At 15,781 feet, it is the highest mountain in Western Europe. For 10 points, what is this mountain located along the Franco-Italian border? 

ANSWER: _Mont Blanc_ (MONT BLONK)

10.  For 10 points, what is the formula for sodium oxalate?

ANSWER: _Na2C2O4_
11.  The concert hall in Dublin was so packed for this work's 1742 premiere that women were asked to wear hoopless skirts and men asked to keep their swords at home.  George II stood in applause at the end of this piece, which included excerpts such as "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain" and "For unto us a Child is born."  For ten points, identify the Handel oratorio that contains the Hallelujah Chorus.

ANSWER:  _"Messiah"_   

12.  As a solid is heated, its temperature increases from 10 degrees C to 25 degrees C, remains at 25 degrees C for 5 minutes, and then increases to beyond 45 degrees C. For 10 points, what can you conclude about the solid's melting or boiling point?

ANSWER: _melting point is 25 degrees C_ (nothing can be said of its boiling point).

13.  This type of plea is often confused with and in some states, the same as an Alford plea. It is usually given by a defendant to prevent a guilty plea from being used as evidence in a civil case. For 10 points, what is this plea where the defendant neither admits nor denies guilt but agrees to a punishment as if guilty?

ANSWER: _nolo_ contendere 

14.  In 1952, he nearly ended his political career over a secret "slush fund" but was able to salvage it with the Checkers speech. After losing the California gubernatorial election in 1962, he declared, "You won't have me to kick around anymore." But six years later, he was able to achieve what had eluded him. Another six years would see him in disgrace. For 10 points, who was this former President?

ANSWER: Richard M. _Nixon_

15.  Published in 1959, it is generally acclaimed as the first major literary work to be published in Germany since the 1930s. For 10 points, name this Gunter (goon-ter) Grass (grahs) novel which is narrated by the grotesque hunchback Oskar Matzerath and which consists of his recollections of the bizarre events of his hometown of Danzig before, during and after the Hitler era.

ANSWER: _The Tin Drum_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  Mortgage interest, state taxes and charitable contributions are among, for 10 points, what amounts that you can subtract from your total taxable income?

ANSWER: _deduction_s

2.  The Koran and other Islamic traditions define this term as "striving in the path of god," or working to achieve a moral order in society.  However, for ten points, what term is more commonly defined by Westerners as a "holy war?"

ANSWER:  _jihad_  

3.  This Czech-born English playwright's birth name was Tom Straussler. He moved to England with his family when he was nine and became a journalist at seventeen. His first staged play took the theater world by storm. For 10 points, name this dramatist who wrote Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead.

ANSWER: Tom _Stoppard_

4.  What do we call the huge, floating matter that is the result of glacial calving?

Answer: _icebergs_

5.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  An equilateral triangle has all three sides equal.  For 10 point, what is the term for a triangle that has all three sides different?

ANSWER: _SCALENE_
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