Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

Regional Competition, Match #4


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.

First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  They were in force between 1689 and 1849, and were designed to protect British farmers from competition against cheap foreign grain. Industrial interests campaigned for their repeal in the interest of free trade, and after the potato famine in Ireland, Robert Peel and a few renegade Tories, hoping to end the starvation, allied with the Whigs and secured their repeal. For 10 points, what were these tariffs?

ANSWER: _Corn Laws_

2.  Gary Gilmore, a Utah murderer, was the first to be put to death after the reinstatement of capital punishment in 1977. For 10 points, name the Norman Mailer novel that was based on this true story.  

ANSWER: _The Executioner's Song_

3.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the complex product of 4 + 3i and 2 + i?

ANSWER: _5 + 10i_

4.   He won the first Nobel prize awarded in physics in 1901. For 10 points, name the German physicist who discovered x-rays.

ANSWER:  Wilhelm _Roentgen_(rent-gen)

5.  It requires little skill, as dancers takes six even steps to complete a full turn to two bars of music, and repeatedly circle the floor in a closed hold.  Josef Lanner and the Strauss family in Vienna were the pioneer composers of, for ten points, what dance form in 3/4 time, most notably "The Beautiful Blue Danube"?

ANSWER:  _waltz_

6.  This English writer of the Enlightenment period believed that all ideas are derived from experience and that the human mind is a blank tablet on which environment writes individual's beliefs and morals. For 10 points, identify this author of Essay Concerning Human Understanding.

ANSWER:  John _Locke_

7.  A sill is an igneous intrusion that lies between layers of rock. For ten points, what name is given to an igneous intrusion that cuts across layers of rock?

Answer: _dike_

8.  It comes from Latin words that mean uninjured. For 10 points, what is this nine-letter verb, beginning with the letter i, that means to protest against or to make compensation for damage, loss, or injury suffered?

ANSWER: _indemnify_

9.  For 10 points, what term describes a serious crime that is usually punishable by a prison term of one year or more?

ANSWER: _felony_

10.  In Gujarat, it marks the New Year, while in south India, it commemorates the day on which Krishna killed the demon Narakasura.  Celebrated on the new moon between mid-October and mid-November, it also honors the victory by Rama over Ravana.  For ten points, identify this Hindu festival, in which homes are lit with tiny lamps.

ANSWER:  _Diwali_ (or _Dipavali_; prompt on "festival of lights" until the end)

11.  It begins with a shot of the body of Joe Gillis, full of bullets and floating in a swimming pool.  Hedda Hopper and Buster Keaton made up part of the all-star cast, with Erich von Stroheim as Max the Butler, William Holden as Gillis, and Gloria Swanson in the lead.  For ten points, what 1950 Billy Wilder film documents the fall of former silent star Norma Desmond, who proclaims, "Ready for my close-up, Mr. DeMille"?

ANSWER:  _Sunset Boulevard_

12.  For 10 points, what is the name of the ridge that rises up between the North and South Forks of the Shenandoah River?

ANSWER: _Massanutten_ Mountain

13.  A former European Professional Karate Association middleweight champion, he subsequently studied ballet before setting his sights on Hollywood.  For 10 points, what Belgian actor played identical twins in Double Impact and Guile in the 1994 adaptation of the videogame Streetfighter?

ANSWER: Jean-Claude _van Damme_

14.  For 10 points, what name is given to the part of a shadow from which all light rays are excluded?

ANSWER: _umbra_ (do not accept penumbra)

15.  He was born in Russia but educated in America before he became a professor of biochemistry at Boston University. However, he is better known perhaps as a science fiction writer. For 10 points, name this man who wrote not only a Guide to Shakespeare and a Treasury of Humor but also In the Beginning, The Robots of Dawn, and Foundation's Edge.

ANSWER: Isaac _Asimov_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the hexadecimal solution to the problem 2E + C3?

ANSWER: _F1_ (one F zero) 

1B.  Who served as First Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union between 1953 and 1964?

ANSWER: Nikita _Khrushchev_

2A.  Who ran as an independent candidate against Ronald Reagan and Jimmy Carter in the 1980 Presidential election?

ANSWER: John _Anderson_

2B.  Name the Chekov work that features the Ran-ev-sky family and Lo-pak-hin and in which the sound of an axe chopping down a tree is heard as the Ranevskys leave their estate.

ANSWER:  _The Cherry Orchard_

3A.  In a limited promotion before Halloween 2003, what Hershey candy was released "inside out,” with peanut butter outsides and a chocolate center?

ANSWER: _Reese's_ Peanut Butter Cups

3B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. License plates consist of 7 digits followed by 1 letter. How many distinct plates can be produced, expressed in scientific notation?

ANSWER: _2.6 TIMES 10^8_ (26 times 10^7 is NOT acceptable - the coefficient must be >= 1 and < 10)

4A.  What is the tense of the infinitive in the following sentence:  For several days, I have been intending to write to you.

ANSWER:  _future_ tense (have been intending to write)

4B.  What name is given to a computer device or a computer program that is designed to work exactly like another device or computer program?

ANSWER: _emulator_

5A.  Most animals have some type of symmetry. Jellyfish have radial symmetry. What type of symmetry do humans have?

ANSWER: _bilateral_

5B.  Who did Time Magazine name as its "Person of the Year" for 2003?

ANSWER: the _American Soldier_

6A.  What 1120 philosophical work by Peter Abelard argues that only the Old and New Testaments can be accepted without question, as opposed to the writings of the Fathers of the Church?

ANSWER:  _Sic et Non_

6B.  Which German composed the Mass in B Minor, the St. John Passion, the Goldberg Variations, and the "Well-Tempered Clavier”?

ANSWER:  Johann Sebastian _Bach_

7A.  What is the oxidation number of oxygen in NO2?

ANSWER: _negative 2_ 

7B.  His nicknames include "Long Rifle" and "Hawkeye" and his gun is named "Killdeer." Name this character found in The Leatherstocking Tales by James Fenimore Cooper.

ANSWER:  Natty _Bumppo_ (prompt on the Pathfinder)

8A.  What is the first-person imperfect singular of the Spanish verb comer (koh-MAIR)?

ANSWER: _comía_ (koh-MEE-ah)

8B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the logarithm, in base 2, of 4 to the 7th power?

ANSWER: _14_ (the logarithm is 7 times the base 2 logarithm of 4, or 7 * 2)

9A.  What term describes a tax whose rate increases as one's income increases?

ANSWER: _progressive_

9B.  The largest group of gymnosperms includes trees such as pine, cedar, spruce and fir. By what name is this cone-bearing group known?

ANSWER: _conifer_

10A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A circular plot of farmland with radius r has a rectangular house within its borders. If the house has length l and width w, what is the farmable area of the land?

ANSWER: _PI*R^2 - LW_

10B.  What is the capital of Honduras?

ANSWER: _Tegucigalpa_ (tay-goo-see-GAHL-puh)

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  The business services retailer Kinko's is being bought for $2.4 billion by, for 10 points, what firm that competes with the Postal Service and UPS?

ANSWER: _FedEx_ or _Federal Express_

2.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. 20 grams of a substance is completely melted at its melting point, and it takes 820 calories to do this. For 10 points, what is the heat of fusion of this substance?

ANSWER: _41 calories/gram_

3.  For 10 points, what actor lends his name to a transitive verb meaning "to hog or take more than the fair share of something"?

ANSWER: Humphrey _Bogart_

4.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the reduced product of 13/61 and 21/3, expressed as a mixed number?

ANSWER: _1 and 30/61_

5.  Between 304 B.C. and 30 B.C., Egypt was ruled by 13 kings who, for 10 points, all shared what name?

ANSWER: _Ptolemy_

6.  A sample of a substance is weighed and found to weigh 22.0 grams. For 10 points, how many significant figures are in the given weight?

ANSWER: _3_ significant figures

7.  For 10 points, what is the name of the fluid stored in the gall bladder?

ANSWER: _bile_

8.  Eris, the goddess of discord, had a daughter with this name.  Before either being reincarnated or being allowed to pass into the Elysian Fields, souls in the underworld had to drink from, for ten points, what river of oblivion that caused complete forgetfulness of past lives?

ANSWER:  _Lethe_ (LETH-ee)

9.  Prussia fought the Seven Weeks' War against, for 10 points, what other nation?

ANSWER: _Austria_

10.  For 10 points, name the Greek hero who said he would rather be the lowest serf on Earth than the ruler of Hades, and who was invulnerable except for one part of his body.

ANSWER: _Achilles_ (uh-KILL-eez)

11.  He upset Robert La Follette, Jr. to win election to the U.S. Senate in 1946. In December 1954, he was censured for abuse of other Senators and for his refusal to explain a financial transaction. For 10 points, who was this man who in those eight years exposed many Communists and fellow travelers within the government, but ruined many more innocent men's careers?

ANSWER: Joseph _McCarthy_

12.  For 10 points, what surreal British act consisted of Michael Palin, Terry Jones, Graham Chapman, Terry Gilliam, John Cleese, and Eric Idle?

ANSWER: _MONTY PYTHON'S FLYING CIRCUS_ (prompt on "Monty Python")

13.  For 10 points, in the sentence "After the snowstorm, the ground was a white fur coat protecting the emerging plants," what figure of speech is used?

ANSWER: _metaphor_ (ground was a white fur coat)

14.  This precious gem is chemically related to ruby and is the birthstone for September; it is generally blue but can be any color but red. For ten points, name this gem.

Answer: _sapphire_

15.  In the summer of 1763, he took all British forts west of the Appalachians except for Fort Detroit and Fort Pitt. However, English reinforcements arrived, and he was finally forced to surrender after two years of guerrilla warfare in 1766. For 10 points, who was this Indian chief that led a rebellion against the English in 1763, for whom a car is today named?

ANSWER: _Pontiac_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.   Oedipus (ed-uh-pus) Rex, Julius Caesar, West Side Story, and Othello can all be classified as what type of drama?

ANSWER: _tragedy or tragedies)

2.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the value of the expression: cosine of 80 times cosine of 100 minus sine of 80 times sine of 100, if all angles are in degrees?

ANSWER: _-1_ (cosine(80 + 100) = cosine(180))

3.  The last pair of chromosomes is called the sex chromosomes, but for 10 points, what are the first 22 pairs of chromosomes in humans called?

ANSWER: _autosomes_

4.  Before his election as President, Warren G. Harding was a Senator from, for 10 points, what state?

ANSWER: _Ohio_

5.  The European Space Agency's Mars Express orbiter has been repositioned to try and find, for 10 points, what British-built Mars lander that has not been heard from since it landed on Mars' surface on Christmas Day?

ANSWER: _Beagle_ 2

All questions © 2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

