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Match #13

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  Under what branch of biology would the study of dandelions come?

ANSWER: _botany_

2.  What Presidential candidate asked these rhetorical questions at a debate: "Is America as respected throughout the world as it was?", "Is it easier for you to go and buy things in the stores than it was four years ago?", "Is there more or less unemployment in the country than there was four years ago?" and the legendary "Are you better off than you were four years ago?"

answer: Ronald _Reagan_

3.  Four characters appear in Tennessee Williams' _The Glass Menagerie_. Who is the fifth character that never appears but about whom Tom says, "He was a telephone man who fell in love with long distances"? 

ANSWER: _ Mr. Wingfield or their father _ (accept reasonable equivalents) 

4.  Once a beautiful matron, she was dishonored when Sextus threatened to murder her and a male slave and place them together, forcing her to submit to the advances of Sextus.  She then committed suicide, but told her father and husband to avenge her dishonor.  Identify this Roman woman, whose "rape" led to the fall of the Etruscan monarchy and the rise of the Roman republic.

ANSWER:  _Lucretia_

5.  As Prince of Wales, he did foolish things such as consort with Whigs and marry Catholics -- something that simply wasn't legal in 1785. He amassed a debt of £650,000 that Parliament paid off when he agreed to marry Caroline of Brunswick -- whom he hated with a passion and excluded from his 1820 coronation. Who was this King of Great Britain who from 1811 to 1820 served as Prince Regent after his father, George III, became permanently insane? 

answer: _George IV_

6.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Where A and B are digits, seven A Seven plus One B Nine equals eight hundred seventy six.  If A is one-half B, what is the value of A?

ANSWER: _2_

7.  In this symphony, the second and third movements are switched; thus the scherzo comes before the slow movement.  It ends with a double fugue containing shouts of "Joy, joy!," and was the first work of its kind to use a chorus.  Identify this 1824 work, the last symphony composed by Ludwig van Beethoven.

ANSWER:  _Ninth_ Symphony (accept "Choral Symphony" before "chorus"; prompt on "Choral Symphony" afterward)

8.  One joule per second is equal to what unit of power?

ANSWER: _watt_

9.  He lived at Cross Corners, New Hampshire. "He wasn't a bad man to start with, but he was an unlucky man. If he planted corn, he got borers; if he planted potatoes, he got blight." Name this fictional protagonist of Stephen Vincent Benet's (ben-a's) "The Devil and Daniel Webster." 

ANSWER: Jabez _ Stone _ 

10.  This mountain range's highest peak is Grandfather Mountain in North Carolina. In Virginia, some of the gaps through this mountain range include Chester Gap, Ashby's Gap and Snickers Gap, allowing access to the Shenandoah Valley in the west. What are these mountains that form the eastern part of the Appalachian range, along whose peak is Shenandoah National Park?

answer: _Blue Ridge_ Mountains

11.  What term is defined as the amount of mass per unit of volume?

ANSWER: _density_

12.  If a compound sentence has no coordinating conjunction, the two independent clauses should be joined with what punctuation mark?

ANSWER: _ Semicolon _

13.  One common method by which individual investors can purchase this is by buying "junk", which consists of pre-1964 dimes, quarters and half-dollars. However, many people prefer to buy bars of this metal, which come in 1, 10 and even 100-ounce sizes. What is this precious metal whose price was about $6.25 an ounce in September 2004?

answer: _silver_

14.  His first novel, 1996's _Digital Fortress_, is set in the National Security Agency.  He followed that up with _Deception Point_ and then _Angels and Demons_, still on the bestseller list.  Name this author best known for his fourth and most recent novel, the controversial _Da Vinci Code_.

ANSWER:  Dan _Brown_

15.  Believers in this religion believe in a distant Creator God, Bondye [bawn-DYEH], but rely on spirits, known as Iwa, for guidance in their daily lives. This religion has influences from African tribal religions, Native American religions and Roman Catholicism. What is this religion practiced by millions in the Caribbean, especially Haiti?

answer: _Voodoo_ 

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  This gland reacts to light and dark and produces a hormone that causes birds to go to roost in the evening. What is this gland?

ANSWER: _pineal_ gland

1B.  One of the best sellers of the mid-1990s was -- what book of "Prophecy" written by James Redfield about his search for an ancient document in Peru?

answer: The _Celestine_ Prophecy

2A.  The Remainder Theorem states that if a polynomial p of x is divided by x minus c, its remainder will be what value of polynomial p?

ANSWER: _p of c_ (accept just c)

2B.  Which Aldous Huxley character says, "O brave new world, that has such people in it"?

ANSWER: _ John _ or accept The Savage

3A.  Which red-haired actress played Claire Standish in "The Breakfast Club," Samantha Parker in "Sixteen Candles," and Andie Walsh in "Pretty in Pink," all John Hughes classics?

ANSWER:  Molly _Ringwald_

3B.  What name is given to a market situation where there is only one buyer of a good or service, such as with defense contractors?

answer: _monopsony_

4A.  What is the highest point in the state of Oregon?

answer: Mount _Hood_

4B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 4.5 degrees expressed in radians in terms of pi?

ANSWER: _pi/40_

5A.  In _A Separate Peace_ by John Knowles, what character wears a pink shirt to signify his patriotism to the United States?

answer: _Phineas_ or _Finny_

5B.  What is the term for the amount of time it takes for an action to be completed on a computer and is closely related to the concept of throughput?

ANSWER: _latency_

6A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the equation in standard form for an ellipse with major axis vertices (0,9) [zero comma nine] and (0,-9) [zero comma negative nine], and the length of the minor axis equal to 12?

ANSWER: _x-squared over thirty-six plus y-squared over eighty-one equals 1_ {(x^2)/36 + (y^2)/81 = 1}

6B.  What rebellion tore China apart between 1851 and 1864 and saw the southern and western parts of China revolting under the leadership of a mystic named Hong Xiuquan [hong SHOO-kwan]? 

answer: _Taiping_ Rebellion

7A.  What F. Scott Fitzgerald character has a spectacular library in his home but the pages of the books are uncut so they cannot be read? 

ANSWER: The Great or Jay _ Gatsby _ 

7B.  The Remainder Theorem states that if a polynomial p of x is divided by x minus c, its remainder will be p of c.  What theorem can be interpolated from this by stating the Remainder Theorem for p of c equals zero?

ANSWER: Factor Theorem (because x - c is a root)

8A.  What classic Sergei Eisenstein film, featuring maggot-ridden food, is set on a ship during the Russian Revolution of 1905?

ANSWER:  "Battleship _Potemkin_"

8B.  We find these structures in our veins and in our hearts; they prevent the backward flow of blood. What are they?

ANSWER: _valves_

9A.  Who won the 1939 Nobel Prize in Physics for his invention of the cyclotron?

ANSWER: Ernest O. _Lawrence_

9B.  It refers to any of two species of large wild dogs of the genus Canis and names the British soldier who led a victorious expedition against Montcalm on the Plains of Abraham. What is the word?

ANSWER: _ Wolf or Wolfe _

10A.  The 1967 Supreme Court case of Loving v. Virginia struck down state laws against -- what practice? 

answer: _interracial marriage_ or _miscegenation_ or _mixed-race marriage_ (accept equivalents, prompt on race-mixing)

10B.  What country's Prime Minister, Recep [ray-JEP] Erdogan [er-DOH-gann], announced that one million lira would be one new lira as of January 1, 2005, in an attempt to stop 20% inflation and revalue a currency that is currently 1.5 million to the dollar?

answer: _Turkey_

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  Drummer Tom Erdelyi [er-DELL-yee] is now the only living original member of this band.  Jeffrey Hyman went first in 2001, followed by Douglas Colvin, who died of an overdose.  Then in September 2004, John Cummings died of cancer.  What band, responsible for "Blitzkrieg Bop" and "I Wanna Be Sedated," consisted of fictional brothers Tommy, Dee Dee, Johnny, and Joey?

ANSWER:  _Ramones_ 

2.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A piece of sulfur weighs 227 grams. When it is submerged in a graduated cylinder containing 50 mL of water, the level rises to 150 mL. What is the density of the sulfur in grams per milliliter?

ANSWER: _2.27_ grams per milliliter

3.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If you use each number only once, how many two-digit numbers greater than twelve can be made with the set {1, 2, 3}?

ANSWER: _5_

4.  In October 1899, they lost a battle to Imperial forces, but they later made peace with the Dowager Empress Cixi [SEE-shee], who tacitly supported them in their cause against Western forces. On June 20, 1900, they killed the German minister, starting open war. However on July 14 they lost Tientsin and on August 14, they lost Peking. What was the popular name of the group known as the Fists of Righteous Harmony that rebelled against Western influence in China?

answer: _Boxers_ or _I Ho Ch'uan_ (accept Society of Righteous Fists or Fists of Righeous Harmony before it is said. Be lenient on accepting translations from the Chinese.)

5.  What name is shared by a North American Indian chief of the Ottawa in the 1750s, a city in Michigan northwest of Detroit,  and a brand of General Motors car?

ANSWER: _ Pontiac _

6.  He criticized Truman's foreign policy, saying the doctrine of "containment" should be replaced by a policy of "liberation." He established the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization and was a pioneer of the doctrines of Mutually Assured Destruction and the art of brinksmanship. His influence was increased with his older brother serving as director of the CIA. Who was this man that served as Secretary of State during the entire Eisenhower administration and for whom an airport in Northern Virginia is named?

answer: John Foster _Dulles_ 

7.  Auxins are hormones associated with what kingdom of living things?

ANSWER: _plants_

8.  Through experimentation, he showed that all microorganisms arise from other microorganisms, that no spontaneous generation of these life forms occurs, and that spoilage of perishable substances can be averted by destroying the microorganisms and preventing further contamination.  Who is this French chemist for whom the process of destroying microorganisms is named?

ANSWER: Louis _ Pasteur _ 

9.  What is the Spanish translation of the English word "leg"?

ANSWER: (la) _pierna_ [pee-AIR-nah]

10.  The core of this house was put together around 1735, but twenty years later a story was added, and the exteriors were modeled from William Adam's illustrations in the book _Vitruvius Scotticus_.  Robert Adam's work influenced the interiors, and then in the 1770s the Georgian-style house was doubled in size.  Located near Alexandria, Virginia, identify this residence of our first president, George Washington.

ANSWER:  _Mount Vernon_

11.  His ultimate hope during the American Revolution was to seize Fort Detroit and claim all land between the Mississippi and the Appalachians for the Americans, but he was never able to raise enough manpower to do this. However, he was able to win enough battles in the Ohio Valley with his force of about 200 men to give the Americans a good claim on the region. Who was this American Revolutionary general that won the battles of Fort Kaskaskia and Fort Vincennes?

answer: George Rogers _Clark_ 

12.  James Agee wrote the screenplay based on the comic-heroic novel about a missionary's sister and a timid Cockney engineer who try to blow up a German gunboat from their asthmatic steam launch. What is this novel, written by C.S. Forester? 

ANSWER: _The _ African Queen_ _ 

13.  Ozone is a gas that protects the Earth’s surface from ultraviolet radiation, allowing life to exist on land.  Ozone is created from what gas, which is only a trace gas in the atmospheres of Venus or Mars?

ANSWER: _oxygen_

14.  Aeschylus (ess-kuh-lus) wrote _Prometheus Bound_ and Shelley wrote _Prometheus Unbound_, but what British poet wrote the poem "Prometheus"?

ANSWER: George Gordon, Lord _ Byron _

15.  On September 14, the Ontario Supreme Court ruled that it was legal, following a 2003 ruling that made it possible to even have this controversy. The first-ever occurrence of this event then proceeded without a "hitch;" indeed the parties involved wished to reverse their earlier decision to get "hitched." What is this complement to same-sex marriage?

answer: _same-sex divorce_ (prompt on divorce, do not accept same-sex marriage)

Spare questions 
(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  After Antiochus IV Epiphanes demanded that all his subjects worship him as a God, he started a revolt against him in 165 BC. Despite the sacking of Jerusalem, his sons were able to establish a Jewish kingdom by 140 BC. Who was this leader of a Jewish revolt against the Seleucids, whose victory is celebrated in the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah?

answer: Judas _Maccabeus_

2.  First published in 1860 in three volumes, it sympathetically portrays the vain efforts of Maggie Tuliver to adapt to her provincial world. Her brother Tom forbids her to associate with the one friend who appreciates her intelligence and imagination. Tom renounces her when she is caught in a compromising situation, but they are finally reconciled as they try in vain to survive a climactic flood. What is this novel by George Eliot? 

ANSWER: _The _ Mill on the Floss_ _ 

3.  The new National Air and Space Museum annex near Dulles Airport contains a Space Shuttle prototype, which was used for ground tests and flew off the back of a 747, but it was never flown into space.  What is the name of the Space Shuttle OV-101, named after a fictional starship?

ANSWER: _Enterprise_

4.  Iran announced in September that it was converting 37 tons of this substance with chemical formula U3O8 into uranium hexafluoride, which can then be used in nuclear weapons. What is this substance, which Saddam Hussein may or may not have been trying to buy from Niger [NYE-jer] to make a nuclear bomb, and which is certainly not edible?

answer: _yellowcake_

5.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the interior angles of a hexagon?

ANSWER: _720_ (S = 180(n-2))

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

