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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  Thoreau termed this poet's first volume "a trumpet-note ringing through the American camp" and Emerson found it "the most extraordinary piece of wit and wisdom that America has yet contributed." What is this work by Walt Whitman? 

ANSWER: _ _Leaves of Grass_ _ 

2.  Despite cutting 1,100 jobs to streamline its Jaguar unit, this corporation revised earnings reports upwards, due to the strong performance of its auto-financing unit. Its Escape hybrid SUV -- the first hybrid SUV -- was released in September 2004. What is this corporation that also produces Mercuries and Lincolns, and is the second-largest American automaker behind General Motors?

answer: _Ford_ Motor Company

3.  To what group of vertebrates does the famous fossil, Archaeopteryx [ar-kee-AWP-ter-iks], link reptiles?

ANSWER: _birds_

4.  Legend holds that his attacks on Paris were averted by the prayers of Sainte Genevieve in 451 AD. The battle of Chalons ended his campaign in France, but he invaded Italy the next year. Pope Leo III led a delegation that convinced him not to attack Rome and turn back. However, he died suddenly in 453 AD, ending the threat to Europe of his people. Who was this ruler of the Huns? 

answer: _Attila_ the Hun

5.  Many of the scenes in this film take place two years apart; at first, a camera store worker named Matthew follows a woman to her dance class and falls in love with her.  After they break up, he believes he spots her but then gets involved with an actress and psycho-stalker, played by Rose Byrne.  What 2004 thriller stars Diane Kruger and Josh Hartnett as the protagonist?

ANSWER:  _"Wicker Park"_

6.  Born in Springfield, Pennsylvania, he moved to Europe at age 22, where he studied under Anton Mengs and Johann Winckelmann.  King George III liked his _Agrippina with the Ashes of Germanicus_ so much that he commissioned him to paint _The Departure of Regulus_.  Who was this American artist, best known for _Penn's Treaty with the Indians_ and _The Death of General Wolfe_?

ANSWER:  Benjamin _West_ 

7.  What poetic character's lover sat with her all night long after he strangled her with her own long hair? The poet is Robert Browning.

ANSWER: _ Porphyria _ in "Porphyria's Lover"

8.  Among the activities in this city are the annual Senior Bowl for college football players, the Junior Miss Pageant and the oldest Mardi Gras celebration in the country. What is this city that was battered by Hurricane Ivan in September 2004 and is located on the coastline of Alabama?

answer: _Mobile_, Alabama

9.  Gene a is found on chromosome number 5, and codes for tongue rolling. Gene b is found on gene a's homologue, is at the same loci and also codes for tongue rolling. What name is given to the pairing of gene a and gene b?

ANSWER: _alleles_

10.  Francis Parkman, who later became one of America's leading historians, published a book in 1849 that is the personal account of a young man just out of Harvard traveling west in the days before the Gold Rush made such trips common. The title of this book is also the name of a computer game you may have played in elementary school. What is the title? 

ANSWER: _The _ Oregon Trail_ _ 

11.  They eventually lost their independence in 1870 when the French soldiers handling their defense were withdrawn due to the Franco-Prussian War, and Sardinian troops were able to take them over. During the 18th century, they controlled most of Central Italy, but twice were overthrown in the 19th century and replaced with the Roman Republic. What was this area of Italy ruled over, temporally and spiritually, by the Pope?

answer: the _Papal States_ (do not accept Vatican City)

12.  In the endocrine system the pituitary gland seems to control all other endocrine glands. For this reason it is often called by what name?

ANSWER: _master_ gland

13.  He studied in Leipzig from 1858 to 1862, but while there he came down with pleurisy, which would damage his health the rest of his life.  Composer of ten books of "Lyric Pieces" and the Holberg Suite, what man also wrote the Peer Gynt Suite, establishing himself as Norway's greatest composer?

ANSWER:  Edvard _Grieg_

14.  The shortest segment that can be drawn from a point to a line also has – what property which is a synonym for orthogonal?
ANSWER: _perpendicular_ 
15.  The name's the same. Coming from the French for "rough hair of the head," it is the nickname for a member of a confederation of five Iroquoian (ear-o-kwoy-yun) North American Indian peoples. Including Georgian and Saginaw Bay, it is the second largest of the Great Lakes. What is the common name?

ANSWER: _ Huron _

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  Which of Mendel's laws states that each pair of alleles segregates independently of the other pairs during the process of sex cell formation? State the name of the law.

ANSWER: law of _independent assortment_

1B.  What name is given to the traditional Islamic law, most of which is obtained from reading and interpreting the Qur'an and the Hadith?

answer: _Sharia_

2A.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. Name the two beaches -- one named for a US city, the other for a US state -- that US forces were assigned to capture on D-Day, June 6, 1944. 

answer: _Omaha_ Beach and _Utah_ Beach

2B.  What is the most important greenhouse gas on the Earth but is only a minor constituent of the atmospheres of Venus and Mars?

ANSWER: _water_ vapor

3A.  What is the infinitive form of the Latin verb whose first person singular in the present indicative is "amo" [ah-MOH]?

ANSWER: _amare_ [ah-MAH-reh]

3B.  "The land was ours before we were the land's. / She was our land more than a hundred years / Before we were her people." These are the opening lines of what Robert Frost poem, which was read at JFK's inauguration? 

ANSWER: _ "The Gift Outright" _ 

4A.  What retail firm, headquartered in a Chicago suburb, created a new logo, only the fourth in its 118-year history?

answer: _Sears_

4B.  What man, whose perjury conviction in 1950 has been debated since then, did Whittaker Chambers famously accused of being a Communist in 1948? 

answer: Alger _Hiss_

5A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The sine of A equals three-fifths and the cosine of A equals negative four fifths.  What is the value of the sine of 2A?

ANSWER: _-24/25_ (negative twenty-four twenty-fifths, sin  2A = 2 sin A cos A)
5B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A equals the set {3, 5, 6, 9}.  B equals the set {2, 6, 12, 13}.  What is the sum of the elements in the union of A and B?

ANSWER: _50_

6A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope of the line determined by points (2, -3/4) [two comma negative three-fourths] and (-1, 3) [negative one comma three]? 

ANSWER: _negative five-fourths_ (-5/4)
6B.  Which NBA team traded away Brian Grant, Lamar Odom, and Caron Butler in order to acquire Hall of Fame center Shaquille O'Neal?

ANSWER:  _Miami_ _Heat_ (accept either)

7A.  Which Giuseppe Verdi opera about a Parisian woman who dies of consumption is based on the play _Camille_ by Alexandre Dumas (doo-MAH) the Younger?

ANSWER:  _"La Traviata"_

7B.  What is the SI unit for pressure?

ANSWER: _pascal_

8A.  On the basis of a property called "strangeness," conserved by particles involved in strong and electromagnetic interactions, what U.S. physicist grouped related particles into multiplets, or families? He is noted for his proposal of the existence of quarks.

ANSWER: Murray _Gell-Mann _

8B.  What is the westernmost independent city located in the state of Virginia, a city entirely contained within Wise County?

answer: _Norton_

9A.  Lucius Tarquinius Collatinus and Lucius Junius Brutus were the first two men elected to hold -- what supreme office of the Roman Republic?

answer: _consul_

9B.  Identify the grammatical error in the following sentence:  Rusted and dented, the boy painted the car he had just bought, 

ANSWER: _ Dangling participle _ (accept misplaced modifier)

10A.  "The Wedding-Guest sat on a stone: / He cannot choose but hear; / And thus spake on that ancient man," are lines from what well-known poem, published in England in 1798?

ANSWER: _The _ Rime of the Ancient Mariner_ _ 

10B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. a, b, c, and d are distinct positive integers such that a is less that twelve is less than b is less than c is less than thirty is less than d is less than forty.  What is the maximum possible value of a plus b plus c plus d?

ANSWER: _107_

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  How many significant figures are in the number 0.0021?

ANSWER: _2_

2.  Wordsworth says that this man's mind was "one of those minds which startle other minds out of the ordinariness which so easily besets most men, and besets at fitful intervals even genius." Wordsworth is describing what man, who collaborated with him in producing _Lyrical Ballads_? 

ANSWER: Samuel Taylor _ Coleridge _ 

3.  Born James Todd Smith in 1968, at age sixteen he met NYU student Rick Rubin; together they produced his breakthrough track, "I Need a Beat."  Since then he has rapped out songs such as "I Need Love," "Goin' Back to Cali," and "Mama Said Knock You Out."  Name this longtime rapper and actor, who always wears a hat and whose name is short for "Ladies Love Cool James."

ANSWER:  _L.L. Cool J_

4.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the scientific notation one point three times ten to the fourth times the scientific notated number two point six times ten to the eighth? {1.3E4 * 2.6E8}

ANSWER: _3.38 times 10^12_ {3.38E12}

5.  In 1920, he announced that a Communist revolution was going to occur on May Day. When it didn't happen, criticism over his conduct intensified. Over the previous year, he and his assistant, J. Edgar Hoover arrested thousands of suspected Communists, Socialists and anarchists, deporting hundreds and raiding their offices without warrants. Who was this man, the Attorney General during the 1919 Red Scare and the namesake of famous "raids?"

answer: (Alexander) Mitchell _Palmer_

6.  It was addressed to "the twelve tribes scattered abroad," and for the first three centuries of the Christian Era, was not considered to be truly canonical. Perhaps its best-known verse contains the phrase "Faith without works is dead." Which General Epistle of the New Testament was traditionally considered to be written by either the brother of Jesus or the apostle who was the brother of John? 

answer: _James_

7.  In terms of its equilibrium, what do we call a solution in which the crystallizing rate of the solute equals the dissolving rate of the solute?

ANSWER: _saturated_

8.  Code 126 is a tilde, code 76 is the capital letter "L", and code 32 is a blank space. These codes are part of a series that represent various letters, numbers and other symbols as a part of what character set for computers?

ANSWER: _ASCII_ or American Standard Code for Information Interchange

9.  People currently holding this title are Sutherland, Wellington, Westminster, Gordon, Argyll, Fife, Gloucester, Kent, Edinburgh and York. What is this highest rank of hereditary peer in the United Kingdom, which has never had an Earl?

answer: _Duke_

10.  For thirty years, he kept a diary that described how the Pilgrims were taught to plant corn, how to deal with the Indians, and how they celebrated their first Christmas and Thanksgiving. Name the man who succeeded John Carver as governor of Plymouth Colony and whose diary is entitled "Of Plymouth Plantation." 

ANSWER: William _ Bradford _ 

11.  This nation's politicians have hit some hard times in recent decades. In 1986, its Prime Minister, Olaf Palme, was assassinated in the streets of its capital after walking home from a movie. In 2003, its Foreign Minister, Anna Lindh, was attacked by a knife-wielding assailant in a department store. What is this Scandinavian country? 

answer: Kingdom of _Sweden_

12.  Once a year, they visited the Gargareans, a neighboring tribe, to prevent their race from dying out. The male children were either put to death or returned to their fathers. The female children were raised to become members of -- what tribe who lived near the shores of the Black Sea and were ruled by  queens, one of whom was Hippolyte?

answer: _Amazon_s

13.  To what creature is the poet referring when he says, "Ye ugly, creepin', blastit wonner / Detested, shunned by saunt and sinner"? The poem is by Robert Burns.

ANSWER: "To a _ Louse" _

14.  This type of slavery is another phrase for asymptotic freedom.  It ranges from .8 to 300 micrometers.  Name this type of electromagnetic radiation whose wavelengths are just longer than visible light.

ANSWER: _infrared_

15.  Darkness fell on the evening of May 6, 1864, before the Confederates could press their advantage in this battle. However, the Federals under Grant refused to pause, and only a week later, Lee's tired army was forced to fight a battle at Spotsylvania Court House. The tangled woods and scrublands of Spotsylvania County, Virginia proved to help Lee win a tactical victory in -- what battle named for its location in those woods and scrublands? 

answer: Battle of the _Wilderness_

Spare questions 

(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  HOMES to remember the Great Lakes. Oh Be A Fine Girl, Kiss Me Now Sweetie to remember stellar classifications. This question's writer used Princess Sohcahtoa when he wrote trigonometry questions. And, of course, Roy G. Biv to remember the colors and their order in the rainbow. What are these examples of catchy phrases or sayings to remember facts, named for the Greek goddess of memory?

answer: _mnemonic_ [neh-MAW-nick] devices

2.  This word is named for a soldier who worshipped France and Napoleon uncritically. What is this word that today means prejudiced belief in the superiority of one's one country, kind, or gender?

ANSWER: _ Chauvinist _ or _chauvinism_

3.  Shamil Basayev [bah-sah-YEFF] said he and his group Riyadus-Salikhin [sah-lee-KHEEN] were responsible for the horrific massacre of over 300 people at a school in -- what small Russian town?

answer: _Beslan_ 

4.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Three consecutive odd integers sum to two hundred thirty seven.  What is the second of the consecutive integers?

ANSWER: _79_ (NOTE: can find without using algebra by just dividing 237/3)
5.  Sea-floor spreading creates new crust at divergent plate boundaries.  What process buries and destroys this crust at deep ocean trenches, primarily along the "Ring of Fire" around the Pacific Ocean?

ANSWER: _subduction_ or _convergence_

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

