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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  In the sentence “These are the ones I picked for myself," which pronoun is the indefinite pronoun?

ANSWER: _ ones _

2.  Silver cannot be further decomposed by ordinary chemical means. This means that silver is classified as an example of -- what term that is basic to chemistry?

ANSWER: _element_

3.  She owns a clothing store in Manhattan named Filth Mart.  She played Betsy in the film "Deuces Wild," and on TV she portrayed Adriana La Cerva on "The Sopranos" until her character was killed off by Steven Van Zandt.  Name this actress who can now be seen on NBC as Gina Tribbiani on the spin-off "Joey."

ANSWER:  Drea _de Matteo_ 

4.  When this governor of the colony of this island, John White, returned in 1590 from a supply trip to England, he found no trace of its residents save for the name of a nearby island, Croatoan, carved on a post. What was this island, the site of the famous "Lost Colony" and namesake of a city in Virginia?

answer: _Roanoke_ Island (prompt on "Lost Colony" before it is mentioned) 

5.  Published in 1621, his _Epitome (e-PIT-o-me) of Copernican Astronomy_ brought all of his discoveries together in a single volume and became the first textbook of astronomy to be based on Copernican principles. Who is the natural philosopher and astronomer noted for formulating and verifying the three laws of planetary motion?

ANSWER: Johannes _ Kepler _

6.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Factor into two binomials the polynomial x squared minus three x minus 10.

answer: _x plus 2_ and _x minus 5_

7.  It originated in the French National Assembly. It was first introduced in the UK in 1887 by William Gladstone to stop the Irish nationalist party from stopping the House of Commons' business. In the US, the Senate reduced the requirement to accomplish this from two-thirds to three-fifths. What is the name given to a motion to stop debate on a bill and hold a vote, used to end filibusters?

answer: _cloture_ [cloh-CHER]

8.  In September, this Latin American country asked to be removed from the list of US coalition partners in Iraq. Its contributions were probably minimal, as it abolished its army in 1949. What is this Central American country located to the west of Panama?

answer: _Costa Rica_

9.  It occurs annually on June 27 and features a three-legged stool and a black wooden box. In what short story does the person whose name is chosen from the box "win" the prize of death by stoning? It was written by Shirley Jackson. 

ANSWER: _ "The Lottery" _ 

10.  The El Nino/Southern Oscillation phenomenon is a warm water mass associated with low atmospheric pressure that develops around the equator in the eastern Pacific.  What is the name given to the cold current that develops when the pressure regime reverses in the Pacific, literally the opposite of El Nino?

ANSWER: _La Nina_

11.  Return Engagement is the first book of his Settling Accounts trilogy. The Settling Accounts trilogy is the sequel to his Great War and American Empire trilogies, which are set in a fictional world where the Confederacy wins the Civil War. Who is this author probably best known for his book, Guns of the South?

answer: Harry _Turtledove_

12.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the total number of moles of hydrogen in 1 mole of (NH4)2HPO4 [read: left parenthesis n-h-four right parenthesis two h-p-o-four]?

ANSWER: _9_

13.  This method of teaching aims to guide pupils to clear thinking on ethics and politics by asking questions and then exposing the inconsistencies of the answers in cross-examination. By what name do we know this method used in ancient Greece?

ANSWER: _ Socratic _ method

14.  This war was started when King Charles II died childless. The United Kingdom, France, Austria and other nations argued over who should follow him. After negotiations collapsed, an alliance of Great Britain, the Netherlands and Austria faced off against a French-led coalition in -- what war fought from 1702 to 1713 over who would get to rule Spain?

answer: War of the _Spanish Succession_ 

15.  The libretto for this opera was written by the composer's sister, Adelheid Wette (VET).  Premiering in Weimar (VY-mar), Germany in 1893, it was adapted from a Brothers Grimm story about a Witch who ends up in an oven that explodes.  Identify this Engelbert Humperdinck opera about a pair of siblings and their love for gingerbread.

ANSWER:  _"Hansel and Gretel"_

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What does the acronym EEOC stand for?

answer: _Equal Employment Opportunity Commission_

1B.  What is the general name of a computer program that translates another program from a source language to the target language, which is usually a machine language of some sort?

ANSWER: _compiler_

2A.  Act I is "Daily Routine," Act II is "Love and Marriage," and Act III is "Death." These acts are found in what play, during which the female lead, named Emily Webb, returns to relive her twelfth birthday? 

ANSWER: _ _Our Town_ _  

2B.  "124 WAS SPITEFUL. Full of a baby's venom." These are the opening lines of what Toni Morrison novel where Sethe [seh-THEE] is the protagonist?

ANSWER: _ _Beloved_ _  

3A.  Who is the only person to be tried -- to date -- in the US over the 9/11 attacks, a man whose trial has become a legal circus?

answer: Zacarias _Moussaoui_ [moo-SOW-wee]

3B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Angle x is its own complement.  Angle y is its own supplement.  What is the supplement of the angle measuring x plus y?

ANSWER: _45_ (accept "x")

4A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is one hundred thirty eight over forty-eight, expressed as a reduced mixed number?

ANSWER: _2 and 7/8_

4B.  In 1834, Joseph Turner painted the burning of which buildings in London?

ANSWER:  Houses of _Parliament_ (accept _Westminster Hall_)

5A.  Who was the first man to see and describe protozoa?

ANSWER: Anton _van Leeuwenhoek_

5B.  What is the largest city in the state of Delaware?

answer: _Wilmington_

6A.  Spelled one way, it refers to a type of tree; spelled another way, it refers to a popular resort. What is the word?

answer: _beech_ or _beach_

6B.  The protagonist of what Charles Dickens' novel snobbishly abandons his humble relatives after inheriting a fortune from an unknown benefactor?

ANSWER: _ Great Expectations _ 

7A.  What king of England lost his head on January 30, 1649, as a result of the English Civil War?

answer: _Charles I_

7B.  Name any ONE of the three Russian women to win a Grand Slam tennis tournament in 2004.

ANSWERS:  Anastasia _Myskina_; Maria _Sharapova_; Svetlana _Kuznetsova_

8A.  What 18th century preacher is considered the founder of Methodism?

answer: John _Wesley_

8B.  A length of 9.461 times 10 to the 15 meters is one unit of what measure?

ANSWER: _light year_

9A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two fair six-sided dice are cast.  What is the probability that the sum is greater than nine?

ANSWER: _1/6_

9B.  What Virginia county was created in 1738 and included all of West Virginia and Kentucky, as well as parts of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois? Today it includes the cities of Waynesboro and Staunton.

answer: _Augusta_ county

10A.  What negative blood type is considered a "universal donor?"

answer: type _O_ 

10B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. y equals x-squared plus four x plus three. {y = x^2 + 4x + 3} Where is the vertex of this parabola?

ANSWER: _(-2, -1)_ (negative two comma negative one) NOTE: accept an answer phrased as "at x = -2, y = -1" instead of in point form

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  It was founded as the Computing-Tabulating-Recording Corporation in Binghamton, New York, in 1911, from the merger of three companies. It changed its name to its current name in 1924. Its dominance of several sections of the computing market led to anti-trust litigation from 1969 to 1983, which changed some of its practices. Its dress code has relaxed since the 1960s, when a blue suit, white shirt and dark tie were required. What is this corporation, known as "Big Blue?"

answer: _IBM_ or _International Business Machines_

2.  German historian J.G. Droysen coined the term in the nineteenth century.  The Farnese (far-NAY-zay) Heracles, the Barberini Faun, the Apollo Belvedere, the Nike of Samothrace, and Laocoon (lay-OW-co-on) were all rendered in what style, that generally describes the cultural period between the rise of Alexander the Great and the fall of the Roman Republic?

ANSWER:  _Hellenistic_ Age (or Period)  

3.  Arthur Eddington said that it holds the supreme position among the laws of nature.  Name this law that states that heat cannot flow from a cold object to a hotter object of its own volition.

ANSWER: _second law of thermodynamics_

4.  In 1924 it became the first state-subsidized theater in the English-speaking world. Name this theater that grew out of the Irish Literary Theatre, founded in 1899 by William Butler Yeats and Lady Gregory. 

ANSWER: The _ Abbey _ Theatre 

5.  On this holiday, or in the month preceding it, a donation of 2 kilograms of basic grains or fruits must be made, or its cash equivalent. It is a day of celebration and feasting, compared to the month of austerity that preceded it. What Islamic holiday is celebrated at the end of the month of Ramadan? 

answer: _Eid_ [EED] al-Fitr

6.  When DNA reproduces itself, only certain bases can pair. What base always pairs with the base called cytosine?

ANSWER: _guanine_

7.  They were founded in 1330 by Sultan Murad I. They lived under near-monastic conditions. However, by 1826, they were a bloated budget drain of 135,000 living in great luxury. Sultan Mahmud II literally had to turn his cannon on their barracks, ending their power permanently. What was this elite military force of the Ottoman Empire. 

answer: _Janissaries_

8.  The lines "For I have known them all already, known them all:-- / Have known the evenings, mornings, afternoons, / I have measured out my life with coffee spoons;" come from what well-known poem by T.S. Eliot?

ANSWER: "The _ Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" _

9.  Sir Richard Branson is most associated with -- what British group whose subsidiaries include Atlantic Airways, a Cola, a mobile phone company and now Galactic, a venture to market commercial space flight?

answer: _Virgin_

10.  It was held between November 1884 and February 1885, and dealt with issues such as freedom of navigation along the Congo and Niger [nye-JER] Rivers as well as the rules for further partitioning and occupying of Africa. What was this Conference named for the European capital in which it was held?

answer: _Berlin_ Conference

11.  Katharevousa [kah-thah-ray-VOO-sah], an "official" version of this language, was used between 1834 and 1976. After that, Demotiki [deh-moh-TEE-kee], the vernacular speech, was accepted by the government. What is this language that has also had Koine (KOY-nay) and Attic forms, and is spoken in Athens?

ANSWER: _Greek_

12.  Heat is transferred from the equator to the pole by means of convecting Hadley cells, named for the English meteorologist George Hadley.  How many Hadley cells occur between the equator and the north pole?

ANSWER: _three_

13.  Today, if you go to its site, you can look through coin-operated viewfinders and see how it looked before May 3, 2003, when this series of five granite ledges collapsed. It was located on Cannon Mountain in the White Mountains. What was this tourist attraction located north of Concord, New Hampshire, the face-like profile on New Hampshire's state quarter?

answer: the _Old Man of the Mountain_

14.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the difference between sixteen-squared plus fifteen and fifteen-squared plus sixteen?

ANSWER: _30_

15.  Several myths account for this god's death:  in one, he was killed by a crocodile; in another, he was trampled by a bull; in a third, he was nailed into a coffin and thrown into the Nile.  In all three cases, it was his brother Set that did him in.  Who was this Egyptian god of the dead, father to Horus and husband of Isis?

ANSWER:  _Osiris_

Spare questions 

(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  Its commander, Robert Gould Shaw, personally handpicked his officers, and its membership was recruited by men such as Frederick Douglass. It gained some notoriety for mistreating townsfolk during a raid on Darien, South Carolina, but acquired significant fame for fighting well during the ill-fated attack on Fort Wagner, near Charleston Harbor. What is this famous Civil War regiment, the first formal U.S. Army unit comprised of Black soldiers and featured in the movie Glory?

answer: _54th Massachusetts_ volunteer Infantry

2.  Name the chemical structure described: it transports amino acids from the cytoplasm to the ribosomes.

ANSWER: _tRNA_ or _transfer RNA_ (prompt on RNA)

3.  In an early episode, this man suffers from arterial monochromia, and believing that he has six months to live, he sells his life story to a weekly magazine.  He lives at 328 Chauncey Street in Bensonhurst, and his friend Ed Norton and his wife Trixie reside in the apartment above him.  Identify this husband of Alice and driver for the Gotham Bus Company, played by Jackie Gleason on "The Honeymooners."

ANSWER:  _Ralph_ _Kramden_ (accept either)

4.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is pi-twelfths radians expressed in degrees?

ANSWER: _15_ degrees

5.  In a subplot in this play, Stephano, who is accompanied by Trinculo and incited by Caliban, attempts to take over the island from the main character. Name this Shakespearean play in which Prospero takes revenge upon his brother Antonio, who usurped Prospero's title and land. 

ANSWER: _The_ Tempest_ _ 

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

