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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  His film "Glen or Glenda" was based on Christine Jorgensen's sex change.  For the movie "Bride of the Monster," he used famed horror actor Bela Lugosi, but most of his work featured players with an overwhelming lack of talent.  Who was this director of the classically bad flick "Plan 9 From Outer Space," the subject of a 1994 film starring Johnny Depp?

ANSWER:  Ed _Wood_

2.  It was founded in 1835 and named Waterloo, but in 1838 Mirabeau B. Lamar renamed the city in honor of a fellow Texan. It is the home of, and namesake of, a live music series on PBS. What is this city, home to the University of Texas' flagship campus and that state's capital?

answer: _Austin_, Texas

3.  In literature, it refers to a character that remains the same throughout a narrative; in physics, it relates to bodies at rest or forces that balance each other. What is this six-letter word that also refers to interference on the radio or TV?

ANSWER: _ Static _

4.  These creatures possess free will, and are said in Islamic tradition to be made of smokeless fire by Allah. However, this free will could be controlled by magically binding them to objects, such as an oil lamp. What are these powerful creatures most frequently associated with Aladdin? 

answer: _genies_ or _jinn_ or _jinni_

5.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the mass of 1 mole of ozone?

ANSWER: _48 grams_

6.  The National Weather Service issues the "Turn Around, Don't Drown" advisory for people facing them. They occur frequently in the desert, due the ground being unable to absorb the rapid inflow of moisture. What are these weather phenomena that occur when low-lying areas, creeks and rivers rapidly become engorged with water?

answer: _flash flood_s (prompt on "flood")

7.  He and his sister Fanny received their first piano lessons from their mother.  He wrote oratorios about St. Paul and Elijah, but is better known for the "Fingal's Cave" overture and the Reformation and Italian Symphonies.  Who was this Romantic composer, perhaps best known for his overture to the Shakespeare play "A Midsummer Night's Dream"?

ANSWER:  Felix _Mendelssohn_-Bartholdy

8.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the series of numbers defined as .5X, from x equals 10 down to 2 (10 and 2 inclusive)?

ANSWER: _27_

9.  Lon Horiuchi [hoh-ree-OO-chee], a sniper for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, gained infamy during this incident for killing a woman while she was holding her infant child. Bo Gritz [GRIGHTS] was able to negotiate an end to this 10-day standoff in August 1992 in the mountains of northern Idaho. What was this standoff between ATF agents and the family of Randy Weaver? 

answer: _Ruby Ridge_

10.  He studied law at Edinburgh University but never practiced. As a writer, he wrote accounts of his journeys in _An Inland Voyage_ and _Travels with a Donkey in the Cevannes_ (say-vonz). Name this novelist and poet who wrote _The Black Arrow:  A Tale of the Two Roses, A Child's Garden of Verse_ and _Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde_.

ANSWER: Robert Louis  _ Stevenson _

11.  A unit of measurement used by physicists working in near-vacuum conditions to indicate atmospheric density and barometric pressure is named after what Italian mathematician and physicist best known for the invention of the barometer?

ANSWER:  Evangelista _ Torricelli _

12.  His novels include _White Mule_, _In the Money,_  and _The Build-Up_; his short stories include "A Face of Stone" and "The Farmer's Daughter." Who is this New Jersey-born pediatrician as well as poet perhaps best known for his poems "Lighthearted William," "By the Road to the contagious Hospital," and "The Red Wheelbarrow"?

ANSWER: _ William Carlos Williams _ (prompt on Williams)

13.  The incumbent in this year's Presidential election chose to fight against the "do-nothing" 80th Congress, but was the heavy underdog. The third and fourth place candidates were Strom Thurmond and Henry Wallace. What Presidential election is best known for a picture of its winner, the incumbent, holding a newspaper saying, "Dewey defeats Truman?"

answer: _1948_

14.  In regions where the mean annual temperature is less than about -2 degrees Celsius, like parts of northern Canada and Alaska, polygonal terrains and other ice-related landforms develop.  Give the term for the perpetually frozen ground that underlies these features.

ANSWER: _permafrost_

15.  This man has served as managing partner of hockey operations for the Phoenix Coyotes since 2001.  His first contract was with the Indianapolis Racers of the WHA, but soon after he was sold to the Edmonton Oilers, where he would win eight consecutive Hart Trophies.  Name this hockey player who wore Number 99 and is nicknamed "The Great One."

ANSWER:  Wayne _Gretzky_

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  Gheg and Tosk are the two main dialects of what language spoken in southeast Europe?

ANSWER: _Albanian_

1B.  _Tannhauser_ and _Lohengrin_ are two operas by what German master, perhaps best remembered for his four-part Ring Cycle?

ANSWER:  Richard _Wagner_ (VAHG-nur)

2A.  The Hill of Tara was the traditional crowning place of the kings of -- what country?

answer: _Ireland_

2B.  What title animal is bid to feed "By the stream and o'er the mead" in a William Blake poem?

ANSWER: The _ Lamb _

3A.  Arno Penzias and Robert Wilson are pioneers in what branch of astronomy?

ANSWER: _radio_ astronomy

3B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Rays BX and BY are trisectors of the angle ABC, such that XBY is the central angle with respect to B.  What are the three congruent angles created by this trisection?

ANSWER: _ABX, XBY, YBC_ (note, ABY, YBX, and YBC are not acceptable, because XBY was named in the question).

4A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two pairs of red socks, three pairs of green socks, and four pairs of blue socks are in a drawer.  Two individual socks are drawn at random.  What are the odds they match, given that 18 times 17 equals 306?

ANSWER: _49/153_ (accept 98/306) (remember that there's two in a pair)

4B.  What Cardinal of the Catholic Church also served as Louis XIII's chief minister from 1624 to 1642, and was followed by Cardinal Mazarin?

answer: Cardinal and Duc de _Richelieu_ [ree-shell-LYOO]

5A.  Deborah was the only female member of -- what group of Israelite leaders between Joshua and the kings?

answer: _judge_s

5B.  You have a septum in your nose. Septums, in general have one special function. What is that function?

ANSWER: _divide_ or _separate_ or _split_

6A.  What name is given to the alternate forms of the same gene that can occupy the same position on a chromosome?

answer: _allele_s [ah-LEEL]

6B.  Which artist recorded the #1 country song as of October 23, 2004, "I Hate Everything" - fitting, as it comes from his album _50 Number Ones_?

ANSWER:  George _Strait_ 

7A.  The Hoa Lo prison, built by the French in 1901, acquired what nickname during the Vietnam War due to its miserable conditions?

answer: _Hanoi Hilton_

7B.  The acronym TANSTAAFL [spell it out] was coined by libertarian author Robert Heinlein. TANSTAAFL means, There Ain't No Such Thing As -- what three words?

answer: _a free lunch_

8A.  In the sentence "Mary, bring in the coffee, please," what is the mood of the verb bring?

ANSWER: _ Imperative _

8B.  What type of variable is declared within a method?

ANSWER: _local_

9A.  In October, VDOT started work on widening -- what interstate between Gainesville and Manassas?

answer: Interstate _66_

9B.  Identify the Midwestern American poet of the late 19th and early 20th centuries known for such poems as "The Old Swimmin' Hole," "Little Orphan Annie," and "The Raggedy Man." He is known as the "Hoosier Poet."

ANSWER: James Whitcomb _ Riley _

10A. THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the base six logarithm of one? {log6 1}

ANSWER: _0_

10B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Angles ABX and XBY are adjacent.  XBY is also adjacent with YBC.  ABX and YBC are congruent, and XBY is twice as large as the congruent angles.  If ABC measures 88 degrees, what is the measure of XBC?

ANSWER: _66_ degrees

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  Together, their name means "sons of Zeus."  As young men, they served as Argonauts, and also rescued their 12-year old sister Helen from Theseus, who had kidnapped her before her marriage to Menelaus of Sparta.  Half immortal and half dead, give either the collective or individual names of these twin sons of Leda.

ANSWER:  _Dioscuri_ (or _Castor and Pollux_ or _Castor and Poludeuces_)

2.  Secretly in love with a lovely young girl, this dramatic title character agrees to help his inarticulate rival, Christian, win her heart by allowing him to present his own love poems, speeches, and letters as Christian's work. He is successful, but it is not until he is dying and recites one of the love letters to her does she realize he is the one she loves. Who is this Frenchman who feels no woman can ever love him because of his enormous nose?

ANSWER: _ Cyrano de Bergerac _ (seer-uh-no duh ber-zhe-rack) (prompt on partial answer)

3.  It can be measured by the square root of the quantity of the bulk modulus divided by the density of its carrying medium.  Name this physical value whose multiples are Mach numbers.

ANSWER: speed of _sound_

4.  This nation's first King was Kenneth I and its last separate king was James VI. A treaty was signed in 1707, abolishing its separate Parliament, and uniting it with England, forming the United Kingdom. What is this country whose capital is Edinburgh [eh-din-BOH-roh]?

answer: _Scotland_

5.  French poet Hillaire [ih-LAIR] Belloc [bel-LAWK] wrote a poem about -- and titled with -- this animal. Its lines include, "The Tartar who dwells on the plains of Tibet / (A desolate region of snow) / Has for centuries made it a nursery pet, / And surely the Tartar should know." What is this animal about which the 1950s music group the Coasters also sang?

ANSWER: "The _ Yak" _

6.  He was flown back to Saudi Arabia on October 11. After his release from American custody, attorneys for John Walker Lindh appealed. Who was this American citizen that was accused of fighting for the Taliban and was captured in Afghanistan in 2001?

answer: Yaser _Hamdi_

7.  In British English, doing this to a piece of legislation means to propose it for consideration, a far cry from the American English usage, which implies to postpone further consideration of the legislation to a later date, or more likely, never. What is this five-letter word that is best known as a piece of furniture?

answer: _table_ (accept word forms before ‘five-letter word’, such as ‘tabling’)

8.  The "strongest man has but three fingers on his right hand" and the best shot has "but one eye." These characters are part of a bunch of gold miners  who attempt to raise an orphaned baby in what Bret Harte short story?

ANSWER:  "The _ Luck of Roaring Camp" _ 

9.  THIS IS A CALCULATION QUESTION. A piece of sulfur weighs 227 grams. When it was submerged in a graduated cylinder containing 50 mL of water, the level rose to 150 mL. What is the density of the sulfur?

ANSWER: _2.27_ g/mL

10.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A car leaves at noon, traveling east at 40 miles per hour.  At 1:00 PM, a second car leaves the same spot.  The second car is traveling in the same direction at 50 miles per hour.  At what time does the second car overtake the first?

ANSWER: _5:00 pm_ (accept 17:00}

11.  Susilo Bambang [bam-BANG] Yudhoyono [yood-hoh-YOH-noh] was elected in October as president of this nation defeating the incumbent, Megawati Sukarnoputri [soo-kar-noh-POO-tree]. What is this nation that has also been led by Sukarno and Suharto?

answer: _Indonesia_

12.  What name is shared by a colony of rabbits, an industrial city in Ohio, the first official poet laureate of the U.S and the county in which Front Royal, Virginia, is located?

ANSWER: _ warren _

13.  This Prime Minister of Israel resigned due to being surprised by the Yom Kippur War and was then succeeded by Yitzhak Rabin. Who was this native of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, that later became the fourth Prime Minister of Israel, the only woman to ever hold that position?

answer: Golda _Meir_

14.  The town of Ettrick in this county is the home of Virginia State University. This county's first settlement, the "Citie of Henricus," was founded by Sir Thomas Dale. The first coal mines in the United States were near Midlothian. What is this county located to the south and west of Richmond? 

answer: _Chesterfield_ 

15.  What are the names of the two lower leg bones?

ANSWER: _tibia and fibula_ (in either order)

Spare questions (Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Matrix A has elements 6, 2, 3, 1.  Matrix B has elements 1, 1, 4, 7, in the same order.  What are the elements of A plus B, expressed in the same order?

ANSWER: _7, 3, 7, 8_

2.  What is the scientific term for white blood cell?

ANSWER: _leukocytes_

3.  It was founded in 1769 by the Rev. Eleazar Wheelock and was intended to educate the local Indians. In 1819, in the case of Trustees of [BLANK] v. Woodward, the Supreme Court ruled that the state of New Hampshire could not repeal its charter. What is this college in Hanover, New Hampshire, a member of the Ivy League?

answer: _Dartmouth_

4.  Unable to support his sizable family by writing, he became Inspector of Customs in New York. Who is this American author who used his early experiences on the sea to write such works as _Mardi_, _Omoo_, _Redburn_, and _Billy Budd_, which was published after his death?

ANSWER: Herman _ Melville _

5.  He called Louis Sullivan his "Lieber Meister," but his early work, such as Buffalo's Martin House and Chicago's Robie House, show a technique quite different from that of Sullivan's Prairie School.  Which American architect would go on to create organic structures like the Guggenheim Museum in New York and Fallingwater in Pennsylvania?

ANSWER:  Frank Lloyd _Wright_

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

