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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  Which of the 206 bones in the human body is the longest?

ANSWER: _femur_

2.  Several people, mainly women, can be seen in the left background staring at the central couple in this photograph that is named for the day it occurred. It took place in Times Square and was published as the cover of _Life_ magazine. What photo by Alfred Eisenstadt shows a sailor kissing a swooning nurse, both celebrating the defeat of the Japanese at the end of World War II?

ANSWER:  _V-J Day_

3.  Identify the American short story from these lines:  "The table by the bed had a linen cover and a candle and a crucifix. The light was blue from Cornelia's silk lampshade." It was written by Katherine Anne Porter and features a dying lady who, as a young girl, had been left at the altar.

ANSWER: "The _ Jilting of Granny Weatherall" _

4.  He died in 1199 while leading a siege of the French city of Chalus. The Holy Roman Emperor captured him in 1192 and the ransom payment left England broke for years. Who was this King that ruled from 1189 to 1199 and rode on the Third Crusade?

answer: _Richard I_ or _Richard the Lion-Hearted_

5. A transversal of two parallel lines results in same side interior angles with what relationship?

ANSWER: _supplementary_ (accept supplements, add to 180, etc)

6.  In November the Bush Administration recognized this country by the name it calls itself, a move that outraged its southern neighbor, Greece, which also claims the name. What is this nation that most nations know as FYROM [FYE-rawm]?

answer: Republic of _Macedonia_ or _Former Yugoslav(ian) Republic of Macedonia_ (only Macedonia is needed)

7.  "Hail to thee, blithe Spirit / Bird thou never wert, / That from Heaven, or near it, / Pourest thy full heart / In profuse strains of unpremeditated art" is the opening stanza of what Percy Bysshe Shelley lyric poem?

ANSWER: _ "To a Skylark" _

8.  What is the mood of the verb "laughed" in the sentence "If I laughed, I know I would have gotten in trouble."?

ANSWER: _ Subjunctive _

9.  What piece of apparatus can be used to introduce more liquid into a reaction and also serve as a pressure valve?

ANSWER: _thistle tube_

10.  In 1853, he moved to San Francisco and opened a dry goods wholesale business. But by 1873, he and Jacob Davis had obtained a patent for using copper rivets to strengthen the pockets of denim work pants. However, his company, which survives today, closed its last US plant in 2004. Who was this man whose jeans are still worn today?

answer: Levi _Strauss_

11.  Severe tropical cyclones form in several of the world’s oceans.  In the northern hemisphere, what geographic line divides the regions where these storms are called hurricanes versus typhoons?

ANSWER: _180 degrees_ or the _International Date Line_

12.  At first, he was thought to be an undigested bit of beef or a blot of mustard. He died seven years before the story began, and is condemned to walk the earth in chains, since his spirit did not walk among his fellow men in life. Who is this former partner of Ebenezer Scrooge in Charles Dickens' _A Christmas Carol_?

answer: _Jacob Marley_

13.  He graduated from San Diego State in 1964, and immediately became an assistant coach.  He was mentored by Don Coryell, first at San Diego State, and then in the NFL with both the Cardinals and the Chargers.  First hired as a head coach in 1981, he led his team to four Super Bowl appearances and three victories.  Who is this former and current Hall of Fame coach of the Washington Redskins?

ANSWER:  Joe _Gibbs_

14.  The Spanish-language version of this game show is called "Cien (see-EN) Mexicanos Dijeron" (dee-HAIR-ohn).  It has had four hosts; the second, Ray Combs, committed suicide, while the first was a regular panelist on "The Match Game".  Identify this game show hosted at various times by Richard Dawson, Louie Anderson, and Richard Karn, in which teams of five try to guess answers from a survey of 100 people.

ANSWER:  _"Family Feud"_ 

15.  Sentinel Peak is near this city and is sometimes called "A Mountain" as it has a giant letter "A" on it in honor of the University of Arizona. What is this city, the second largest in the state, after Phoenix?

answer: _Tuscon_

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  It comes from the Polynesian for "forbidden," and refers to prohibitions applied to magical and religious objects.  What is this five-letter word?

ANSWER: _ Taboo _

1B.  A remora clinging to a shark and eating the shark's left-overs demonstrates which type of symbiosis?

ANSWER: _commensalism_

2A.  He discovered and named the Sun’s chromosphere and developed a “meteoritic hypothesis” of the evolution of the universe. Name this English astronomer who, together with Edward Frankland, found evidence in the Sun for a new element that he named helium.

ANSWER: Sir Joseph Norman _ Lockyer _

2B.  In the parlance of the Cold War, the acronym MAD [M-A-D] stood for -- what three words that meant that both the attacker and defender in a nuclear war would be destroyed?

answer: _mutually assured destruction_

3A.  Admiral George Dewey became famous for winning -- what naval battle during the Spanish-American War?

answer: _Manila Bay_

3B.  Name the English Cavalier poet who wrote two poems titled "To Lucasta," One is "To Lucasta, on Going Beyond the Seas" and the other is "To Lucasta, on Going to the Wars."

ANSWER: Richard _ Lovelace _

4A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A student reads 120 words per minute.  A novel has, on average, 300 words per page.  If the novel is 720 pages long, how many hours of reading will it take to finish the book?

ANSWER: _30_

4B.  Television producer Peter Engel was tapped by Pat Robertson to head -- what Christian university's communications school?

answer: _Regent_ University

5A.  What Italian term is defined as the playing of the notes of a musical chord one at a time rather than simultaneously?

ANSWER:  _arpeggio_

5B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two cars leave traveling in opposite directions at 3:52.  One travels 45 miles per hour, the other 55 miles per hour.  At what time will the cars be 350 miles apart?

ANSWER: _7:22_

6A.  The goddess Hel rules either Helheim or what other world, a cold, dark, foggy land where the end of Yggdrasil's roots could be found?

ANSWER:  _Niflheim_ (NIH-ful-hime) 

6B.  What King of Great Britain ruled between 1830 and 1837, after the death of George IV?

answer: _William VI_

7A.  According to the Arrhenius theory, a substance that is classified as a base will always yield what ion in an aqueous solution?

ANSWER: _Hydroxide_ ion or _OH neg._ ion

7B.  In 2004, China became the third nation to launch a manned spacecraft, which is very similar to the Russian space station ferry.  What was the name of this Chinese spacecraft?

ANSWER: _Shenzhou_ 5

8A. Identify the Indian-born English poet who composed these lines:  "'Come you back, you British soldier; come / you back to Mandalay!'" / Come you back to Mandalay, / Where the old Flotilla lay."

ANSWER: Rudyard _ Kipling _

8B.  Which sports reporter wrote the books _Tuesdays with Morrie_ and _The Five People You Meet in Heaven_?

ANSWER:  Mitch _Albom_ 

9A.  What independent city in Southwestern Virginia is located between Carroll and Grayson Counties?

answer: _Galax_

9B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A rocket that is 3'6" tall sits upon a 1'8" pad.  What is the height of the combined structure, in properly allocated units?

ANSWER: _5'2"_ (do not accept 4'14")

10A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the exterior angles of any convex polygon?

ANSWER: _360_ degrees

10B.  In what Edgar Allan Poe short story is an animal named Pluto featured?

ANSWER:  The _  "Black Cat" _

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  In order for their eggs to mature, female mosquitoes require a meal consisting of what?

ANSWER: _blood_

2.  According to the Constitution, when a Bill is given to the President for his signature or veto, he has -- how many days, excluding Sundays, in which to either sign or veto the bill?

answer: _ten_ days

3.  The words flutter and hurry can be blended to form -- what word that describes a whirlwind of activity or a slight snow shower?

answer: _flurry_ or _flurries_

4.  Originally, it was the nickname of Harold I of Denmark. It was established in 1999 by Ericsson, IBM, Intel, Toshiba and Nokia -- and was named for that king. What standard today serves as the standard for wireless networks? 

answer: _Bluetooth_

5.  Born just after World War II ended and afflicted by polio, he moved from Israel to the United States at age 13, where he attended Julliard and appeared on "The Ed Sullivan Show".  He debuted at Carnegie Hall in 1963 and befriended Isaac Stern, and in 1975 he was named to the faculty of the Brooklyn College of Music.  Name this Israeli-American violinist, winner of the U.S. Medal of Freedom in 1986.

ANSWER:  Itzhak _Perlman_  

6.  These four words were penned by Oliver Wendell Holmes, Junior, in his Supreme Court opinion on the 1919 case of Schenck v. United States. According to this test, a law restricting speech is constitutional if the language it restricts poses an immediate threat. What is this phrase that also shares a title with a Tom Clancy novel?

answer: _clear and present danger_

7.  Robert Hooke coined the word cell, but what did a man by the last name of Brown discover inside the cell?

ANSWER: _nucleus_

8.  What letter is at the end of nearly all Latin nouns in the accusative case?

ANSWER: _m_ 

9.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the infinite geometric series whose first three terms are 36 - 6 + 1?

ANSWER: _216/7_ (accept equivalents such as "30 and 6/7")

10.  He was able to overcome a primary challenge by Andy Rosenberg and opposition from Lisa Marie Cheney in the general election to retain his U.S. House seat. Who is this combative Northern Virginia Democrat?

answer: James "Jim" _Moran_

11.  A water solution is in the condition of being saturated. What condition would exist if the solution is heated to a higher temperature with a higher solubility, but no additional solute is added?

ANSWER: _unsaturated_

12.  An example of an attractive one of these is a swimming pool, where people are attracted to something that could endanger them. An example of a public one is a turkey farm -- and the odor -- next door. A private one is a neighbor's dog bothering you, but not anyone else. What eight-letter word describes something that interferes with the use of property?

answer: _nuisance_

13.  Both literally and figuratively, this short story character loses his religious belief and his wife in the forest. Who is this recently married young man whose wife's name is Faith? The author is Nathaniel Hawthorne.

ANSWER: _ "Young Goodman Brown" _

14.  The Warring States period and the Spring and Autumn period were part of -- what Chinese dynasty that ruled between 1000 and 256 BC?

answer: _Zhou_ [ZHOH] or _Chou_ [CHOH] dynasty

15.  It started in 1962 and ended in 1965. After it, local languages were used in Mass and the sacraments were changed slightly. Some traditionalist Catholics reject the changes made by -- what Ecumenical Council of the Roman Catholic Church?

answer: _Second Vatican_ Council or _Vatican II_

Spare questions 
(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  He committed suicide in 1906 because he was frustrated by people who didn't believe in atoms.  Name this German physicist who is known for his work in thermodynamics, gases, black body radiation, statistical mechanics and his constant, and who has his name paired with Stefan's Law and Maxwell statistics.

ANSWER: Ludwin _Boltzmann_

2.  The National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam was better known by -- what two-word term coined by American GI's?

answer: _Viet Cong_ (prompt on VC)

3.  The Politics, Physics, Metaphysics, On The Soul, Poetics and The Nichomachaean [nih-koh-mah-KAY-un] Ethics are all works by -- what classic Greek philosopher and student of Plato?

answer: _Aristotle_

4.  _The Sea Around Us, Under the Sea Wind_, and _The Edge of the Sea_ are all works by what marine biologist who first alerted the U.S. public to the dangers of environmental pollution in _Silent Spring_?

ANSWER: Rachel _ Carson _

5.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. 3x over the sum x plus 7 equals eight-fifths. {3x/(x+7) = 8/5}  What is x?

ANSWER: _8_

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

