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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Region level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher and Ross Irwin are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, worth 10 points

1.  As a child, you probably read or had read to you the Christmas poem "A Visit from St. Nicholas." Who wrote it?

ANSWER: Clement Clarke _ Moore _

2.  In January 2003 a North Carolina day care center owner was accused of giving two infants a bottle spiked with this liquid.  It contains 6.25 milligrams of the antihistamine doxylamine succinate as well as 500 milligrams of acetaminophen to relieve pain.  Manufactured by Vick's, what is this medicine used to relieve nighttime sniffling, sneezing, coughing, aching, stuffy head, and fever?

ANSWER:  _NyQuil_ (DO NOT ACCEPT "DayQuil," which contains nothing to make you drowsy) 

3.  This church got into the news in late 2004 when several networks refused to show its advertisement showing bouncers accepting some people into church but not others. What is this mainline Protestant church formed in 1957 by the merger of the Congregational Christian and Evangelical and Reformed Churches?

answer: _United Church of Christ_ or _UCC_ (prompt on "Church of Christ")

4.  This city of 125,000 is the home of the Buick Park neighborhood and was where the United Auto Workers became a notable union. But when the Big Three declined in the 1970s, so did the city, which still has an unemployment rate of 12%. What is this city in Michigan known more recently as the home of Michael Moore?

answer: _Flint_, Michigan

5.  Her work was overlooked for much of the 20th century as it did not fit the accepted genetic models. Who is this American biologist that discovered transposons while working with corn seeds?

answer: Barbara _McClintock_

6.  As this one-act play opens, Peter, a publishing executive who is reading in New York's Central Park, is approached by a stranger named Jerry who announces "I've been to the zoo!" What is this play by Edward Albee?

ANSWER: The _ Zoo Story _

7.  Shares of stocks, individual bonds, shares of mutual funds, or individual derivatives are all referred to by -- what collective name which refers to any tradable instrument of financial value?

answer: _security_ or _securities_

8.  This battle is sometimes called the "Battle of Three Emperors" because Alexander I of Russia, Francis II of Austria and Napoleon of France were on the field, personally commanding their armies. What was this December 2, 1805, battle where Napoleon crushed a larger Austro-Russian force?

answer: _Austerlitz_

9.  Charles Darwin had a new idea about what caused evolution; what did he call his mechanism for evolution?

ANSWER: _natural selection_

10.  What British drug company, the makers of Prilosec, got a boost in December when its anti-cholesterol drug, Crestor, was approved for sales in Japan?

answer: _AstraZeneca_ PLC

11.  The 1904 World's Fair in this city introduced the US to ice cream cones and iced tea. In what city was this World's Fair, also the host of the Olympic Games for that year?

answer: _St. Louis_, Missouri

12.  The pancreas is placed into two systems; into the digestive system because it produces pancreatic juice and into what other system because it produces insulin?

ANSWER: _endocrine_ system

13.  In Eastern Orthodox churches, it resembles a crown. However, in the Roman and Armenian rites, it is the more familiar tall shape, coming to a point at the top, with two lappets going down the back. Roman Catholic Canon law allows only the Pontiff, Cardinals and bishops to wear -- what ceremonial hat?

answer: _mitre_ [MY-ter]

14.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A marathon is 26 miles and 385 yards. How many furlongs, to the nearest integer, are in a marathon?

ANSWER: _210_ (actually, 209.75)

15.  The traditional alphabet to this language was developed in the 12th century, and like Japanese and Chinese, is written vertically. It is slowly beginning to replace the Cyrillic-based alphabet introduced after World War II. What is this language spoken by several million people between China and Russia?

answer: _Mongolian_

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, worth 10 points

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  Who is the current Speaker of the Virginia House of Delegates?

answer: William J. _Howell_

1B.  What leader's renegade general, Akechi [ah-KAY-chee] Mitsuhide [mee-TSOO-hee-day], forced him to commit suicide at Honnoji [hohn-NOH-jee] Castle on June 21, 1582?

answer: _Oda_ Nobunaga (prompt on Nobunaga)

2A.  Ares and Harmonia were the parents of which group of women that included Antianira [an-tee-uh-NEE-ruh], Penthesilea (pen-tes-uh-LAY-ah), and Hippolyta (hih-PALL-uh-tah)?

ANSWER:  _Amazons_

2B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. y equals the base b logarithm of x. {y = logb x} How can this equation be expressed so all logarithms are removed?

ANSWER: _x = by_ (x equals b to the y power)

3A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Snow falls at 1.5 inches per hour.  A boy can shovel 5/n [5 divided by n] inches per hour averaged over n driveways.  If he is called when the snow stops, which is 6 hours and 40 minutes after the snow started, how long would it take him to shovel 4 driveways?

ANSWER: _8_ hours

3B.  Name the branch of geology that deals with the nature and origin of surface landforms, such as mountains, valleys, plains, and plateaus. This branch was promoted by William Morris Davis in the late 19th century.

ANSWER: _   geomorphology _

4A.  Waves of muscle movement begin at the esophagus and go all the way through to the large intestines in order for food to move through our digestive systems. By what name are these waves of muscle movement properly known?

ANSWER: _peristalsis_

4B.  What principle, stated by Einstein, says that a gravitational field has the same local effect as uniform acceleration?

answer: _equivalence_ principle

5A.  From A Tale of Two Cities,  name both the man awaiting execution by the guillotine and the one who agrees to take his place. Order doesn't matter.

ANSWER:  Charles _ Darnay  _ and Sydney _ Carton _

5B.  In which 2004 film does Clint Eastwood play boxing manager and gym owner Frankie Dunn, who trains Maggie Fitzgerald, portrayed by Hilary Swank?

ANSWER:  _"Million Dollar Baby"_

6A.   In Poe's poem "The Raven," the narrator is mourning the loss of whom?

ANSWER: _  Lenore  _

6B.   Name the American poet known primarily for the lines "Poems are made by fools like me, / But only God can make a tree."

ANSWER:  (Alfred) Joyce _  Kilmer  _

7A.  What is the most obvious hallmark of the mammalian sub-class Monotremes, such as the Duck-billed platypus?

ANSWER: _They lay eggs_

7B.  To perform a find AND REPLACE operation in Microsoft Word, what two keys need to be pressed?

answer: _Control-H_

8A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Angle A, an interior angle of a polygon, measures half its adjacent exterior angle.  What is A's measure, in degrees?

ANSWER: _60_

8B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the x-intercepts (roots) of f(x) = 25x2 + 30x + 9? 

ANSWER: _-3/5_ (double root)

9A.  What set of laws was drawn up in 449 BC to serve as the law code of the Roman Republic, and served as the foundation of Roman law for centuries?

answer: _Twelve Tables_ or _Twelve Tablets_

9B.  John Edwards received one Electoral College vote for President from -- what state?

answer: _Minnesota_

10A.  Located at the junction of Broadway, Fifth Avenue, and 23rd Street, what skyscraper, designed in 1902 by Daniel Burnham, is shaped like a triangular wedge?

ANSWER:  _Flatiron_ Building

10B.  What chairman of the Federal Reserve is best known for his raising the Fed Funds rate above 15% in the early 1980s and was Alan Greenspan's predecessor?

answer: Paul _Volcker_

Third period, 15 toss-ups, worth 10 points
1.  How many significant figures are in a measurement of 0.060 centimeters?

Answer: _2_ significant figures

2.  This phrase was used by Thackeray in Pendennis in 1849 and later popularized by Lewis Carroll in Alice's Adventures in Wonderland. What is this four-word simile whose probable origin is an occupational nervous disease that afflicted those who had prolonged exposure to the mercury used in the manufacture of felt?

ANSWER: _  "Mad as a hatter " _

3.  What planet has a density 5.24 times that of water, a surface gravity 0.9 times that of the Earth, a backward rotation period of 243 days, a day shorter than its rotation period, and an atmosphere consisting of 90 bars of mostly carbon dioxide?

ANSWER: _Venus_

4.  In 2004, this small country became the first in the world to ban the selling and use of tobacco. This country's local name, Druk-Yul [drook-YULE] means "land of the dragons." What is this country with a capital of Thimpu, located between China and India?

answer: _Bhutan_

5.  This follower of Confucius showed his filial piety by taking a leave of three years from his official duties to mourn his mother's death. Then, frustrated at his inability to change things in 4th century BC China, he retired from public life. Who is this Chinese philosopher best known for the book he wrote about his conversations with the kings of the time, a book named for himself?

answer: _Mencius_ or _Meng-tzu_ or _Mengzi_

6.  The predecessor to this band was Sweet Children, founded in 1989 by a pair of 14-year olds.  After releasing its first album, _1039 Smoothed-Out Slappy Hours_, it replaced drummer Al Sobrante with a man born Frank Edwin Wright III, better known as Tre Cool.  What punk trio gained fame with 1994's _Dookie_, which included the songs "Longview" and "Basket Case," ten years before "American Idiot"?

ANSWER:  _Green Day_

7.  What law, also called the law of reciprocal actions, simply states "When body A exerts a force on body B, body B exerts a force on body A?"

answer: _Newton's third_ law

8.  He became a bitter opponent of the New Deal and supported FDR's opponents in 1936 and 1940. He served four terms as governor of New York state, getting the nickname the "Happy Warrior." Who was this 1928 Democratic candidate for President, the first Roman Catholic to run for President?

answer: _Alfred Smith_ or _Al Smith_ (prompt on just “Smith”)

9.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The golden number is 1+SQRT(5) over 2 and was known to the ancient Greeks.  If 2.236 squared equals five, what is the golden number expressed to four significant digits?

ANSWER: _1.618_

10.  Alfred Dreyfus, an army captain, was falsely convicted of treason, primarily because he was Jewish, and sent to Devil's Island.  What French writer wrote a famous letter, J'Accuse! (zhah-kuse), in defense of Dreyfus?

ANSWER:  Emile  _ Zola _

11.  With a diameter of 940 km, what is the name of the largest asteroid, named in 1801 after the Roman goddess of agriculture?

ANSWER: _Ceres_

12.  Doctor Doolittle is a fictional veterinarian who learns to talk with the animals, which helps him treat his patients more effectively. What is the name of his parrot that teaches him the language of the animals?

ANSWER: _  Polynesia  _

13.  Which of the three spellings of "to" should you use at the end of a sentence to mean "also," as in "I am hungry, too."

ANSWER: _  t-o-o  _

14.  In 1825, this Virginia native brought 300 families into Texas. Ironically, he supported the rise of Santa Anna, but in 1834 was arrested by Santa Anna's government for treason. He was named commissioner to the US by the provisional Texas government and was named its first Secretary of State after independence was won. Who is this man for whom Texas' capital is named?

answer: Stephen F. _Austin_

15.  First premiering at Vienna's Burgtheater on January 26, 1790, it is based on both a story in Ovid's _Metamorphoses_ and on _Orlando Furioso_.  Its plot centers on a bet between Don Alfonso and the officers Ferrando and Guglielmo (gool-YELL-moh), who try to seduce each other's lover while disguised as Albanians.  Identify this two-act Mozart opera, whose name translates as "All Women Are Like That."

ANSWER:  _Cosi fan Tutte_ (TOO-tay)

Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  This English lyric poet, along with his college classmate Robert Southey, planned to establish a utopian society on the banks of the Susquehanna River in Pennsylvania, but those plans never materialized. His works include "Dejection: An Ode," "Frost at Midnight," and "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner." Name him.

ANSWER: Samuel Taylor  _  Coleridge  _

2.  Scholars have debated that the sitter for this work may be Magdalena, daughter of the artist's principal patron; Maria, the artist's eldest daughter; or Griet, the artist's maid.  In any case, she wears a blue and yellow Turkish turban, and glances over her shoulder, with the namesake object near the center of the canvas.  Identify this painting by Jan Vermeer, subject of both a Tracy Chevalier [shuh-VAHL-yay] book and a movie starring Scarlett Johansson.

ANSWER:  _Girl with a Pearl Earring_

3.  During his reign, he conquered most of the Balkans and established the Janissaries as the elite corps of his army. He was the first Ottoman ruler to call himself Sultan. Who was this Ottoman ruler, killed at the 1389 Battle of Kosovo?

answer: _Murad I_ 

4.  Convex and concave polygons are both part of this classification of polygons defined as all polygons which can be defined by a single, non-intersecting boundary. What is this term applied to polygons that are not complex?

answer: _simple_

5.  What gas is produced by the reaction of zinc with hydrochloric acid?

ANSWER: _H2_ or _hydrogen_ gas

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

