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2005-06 District Competition

Match #1

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1.
Thirty years after his father led Indiana to the national title, Sean May scored 21 points and led what team over Illinois to win the 2005 NCAA Men's Basketball title?

ANSWER: University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill

2. 
"And we are here as on a darkling plain / Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight / Where ignorant armies clash by night." These lines were penned by Matthew Arnold about what English Channel beach?

ANSWER: Dover Beach

3.
The resistance of a solid or fluid to a volume change is characterized by what modulus represented by a capital B?

ANSWER:  bulk modulus

4. 
Hyperbolic and elliptic geometry are nearly the same as Euclidean geometry, with the sole difference being what postulate of Euclid being untrue in those types of geometry? 

ANSWER:  fifth or parallel postulate

5. 
He was 68 when he was elected President, and was determined to show that he was the strong hero of the early Indian Wars and the War of 1812 that he campaigned as. His fellow Whig Daniel Webster edited his Inaugural Address down to two hours, but apparently Webster forgot to tell him to wear an overcoat during his Inauguration. Who is this President that then caught a cold and died only a month into his term of office?

ANSWER: William Henry Harrison (prompt to differentiate from Benjamin Harrison)

6. 
Its Chancellor is the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and one of the Vice-President's few official duties is serving on its Board of Regents. It was created in 1835 by a $500,000 bequest from a British scientist that sought the 'Establishment for the increase & diffusion of Knowledge among men' in the United States. One hundred forty-two million items are in the 19 museums of what complex, known colloquially as 'America's attic?'

ANSWER: Smithsonian Institute

7. 
It is produced by the decay of Plutonium-239 via alpha decay. What isotope is only about 1% of naturally occurring uranium but is able to form rapid chain reactions, unlike uranium-238?

ANSWER:  uranium-235 (prompt on uranium, accept U-235)

8. 
In The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, George Wilson thinks Jay Gatsby was the driver of the car that killed George's wife, Myrtle. Who was actually driving the car?

ANSWER: Daisy Buchanan

9. 
John Bierman wrote the book Righteous Gentile about what Swedish diplomat who is credited with saving the lives of thousands of Jews during World War II?

ANSWER: Raoul Wallenberg
10.
By the time of the Roman Empire, anyone not in the Senate or the Equestrian order was one of these. During the early Roman Republic, however, they did suffer legal and social discrimination that they would remedy, occasionally, by literally walking out of Rome. In response to this, offices such as the tribune were created to represent their interests. What was this lower order of Roman citizen, often opposed to the patricians?

ANSWER: plebeians or plebes

11. 
Level 0 is also known as a striped set and consists of splitting data across two or more disks with no parity. Level 1 is a full mirror, with data being continuously copied from one set of disks to an equivalent set of disks with the same data. Level 5 consists of a series of disks with a 'spare' disk that can take over in case of failure on a single drive. What is this method of using multiple disk drives to share or replicate data, making it more fault-tolerant? 

ANSWER: RAID or redundant array of independent disks
12.
His attempt to become a Green Beret after the Gulf War belies his claims in his autobiography American Terrorist that he turned against the US government during the Gulf War. His accomplice Terry Nichols has since been sentenced to life in prison, but rumors remain about other conspirators. On June 11, 2001, what man was executed for his role in the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing?

ANSWER: Timothy McVeigh
13.
She was a beautiful woman until Poseidon raped her in Athena's temple, for which Athena punished her by making her look like her sisters. However, she never got to see her offspring Pegasus become old, thanks to Perseus. Who was this mythological monster whose gaze could turn the viewer to stone?

ANSWER: Medusa
14.
The first operational maglev line in the world runs from this city's Pudong Airport to its Long Yang Road subway station. The world's busiest port is located at the mouth of the Yangtze River in what city that is the largest in China? 

ANSWER: Shanghai, People's Republic of China (Shanghai, China would be sufficient)

15. 
If a person is in a period of depression or unhappy listlessness, they are said to be in what region of the ocean near the equator, characterized by calms, light winds, or squalls?

ANSWER: in the doldrums
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
Which Dada and Surrealist American artist, born Emmanuel Radnitsky, invented a technique of taking photographs that he named after himself?

ANSWER:  Man Ray
1B. 
In July 2005, the Gleneagles Hotel in Perthshire, UK, was the host for what annual meeting of the top industrialized nations?

ANSWER: The G8 Summit or Group of Eight Summit

2A. 
In a circuit diagram, what do two equal-length parallel lines represent?

ANSWER:  capacitor
2B. 
What 'cloud' at the outer edges of the solar system is thought to be the source of most comets?

ANSWER: Oort cloud

3A.  
Who was the first Prime Minister of India after its independence from the United Kingdom?

ANSWER: Jawaharlal Nehru
3B.
Name either the Pope or the Holy Roman Emperor involved in the famous Investiture Controversy of 1076, which was ended when the Holy Roman Emperor walked barefoot through the snow, and spent three days begging the Pope for forgiveness.

ANSWER: Henry IV or Gregory VII
4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Convert 57 into a binary number.

ANSWER:  111001 (read as one-one-one-zero-zero-one)

4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  A box has diamonds and cubic zirconia. The diamonds are worth $1000 each and the zirconia are worth $20 each. If there are ten diamonds and ninety zirconias, what is the average value of each item in the box?

ANSWER:  $118
5A. 
Name the young man who loves Emily Webb and marries her in Act 2 of Thornton Wilder's play Our Town.

ANSWER: George Gibbs (prompt on just one name)

5B. 
What American fast food staple is named for a city located in the north of Germany on the Elbe River?

ANSWER: hamburger (frankfurter is not correct)

6A. 
What Illinois Congressman ran as an Independent candidate in the 1980 Presidential election, finishing third to Ronald Reagan and Jimmy Carter?

ANSWER: John Anderson
6B. 
"I can never remember whether it snowed for six days and six nights when I was twelve or whether it snowed for twelve days and twelve nights when I was six," is a line from what Dylan Thomas short story?

ANSWER: _"A Child's Christmas in Wales"
7A. 
Name the opium addict and friend of Wordsworth who wrote "Kubla Khan."

ANSWER: Samuel Taylor Coleridge
7B. 
What name is given to a tax charged in many European countries that is similar to a sales tax, but applied any time a product changes hands?

ANSWER: Value Added Tax or VAT
8A.
The term deuterocanonical books is slowly replacing what term to describe the books included in the Catholic and Orthodox Bibles, but not the Protestant Bibles?

ANSWER: Apocrypha 

8B. 
What singer got himself in hot water recently when his publicist released a statement after the London subway bombings asking fans to pray for him, making no mention of the tragedy's victims?

ANSWER: Omarion [oh-MAH-ree-un]

9A. 
Name the Russian-born American aviation pioneer who designed an early helicopter in 1939.

ANSWER: Igor Sikorsky
9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the area of a circle with a circumference of 14 pi feet?

ANSWER:  49 pi square feet
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Solve for x.  15x plus 20 equals 5x.

ANSWER:  x equals -2
10B.
In cell biology, what does ER stand for?

ANSWER:  endoplasmic reticulum
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1.
In 1984, Gillette offered the members of this band $1 million to shave their chest-length beards, but they declined. Their music videos feature a 1933 red Ford coupe called "The Eliminator" and a trio of mysterious women who help the characters in their videos. Songs such as "Velcro Fly", "Cheap Sunglasses", "Legs" and "Sharp Dressed Man" were among the hits from what band?

ANSWER: ZZ Top
2. 
They're kidney-shaped and there are five of them.  Name this largest type of vertebrae located between the thoracic vertebrae and the sacrum.

ANSWER:  lumbar vertebrae

3.
Its leader was elected to the legislature, and then demanded the right to engage in campaigns against hostile Indians without government interference. When the governor refused, he led his men in open rebellion, which ended only when he suddenly died on October 26, 1676. What was this rebellion by backcountry farmers against then-governor William Berkeley, during which the rebels occupied Jamestown, Virginia?

ANSWER: Bacon's Rebellion

4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Shawn can write a Scholastic Bowl question in two minutes. Remembering to include five spare questions, how long does it take him to write a complete match?

ANSWER: 1 hour, 50 minutes or 110 minutes (15 tossups, 20 directed questions, 15 tossups and 5 spares = 55 questions)

5.
This poet, playwright, and theatrical reformer developed the drama as a social and ideological forum. Name this German Marxist who went into exile in the U.S. around 1933 and whose most noted works include The Good Woman of Setzuan (set-zwahn), Mother Courage and Her Children, and The Caucasian Chalk Circle.

ANSWER: Bertoldt Brecht (brekt)

6.
In German, what verb form of sein [SINE] is used with wir [VEER] and sie [SEE]? 

ANSWER: sind
7.
Paul Signac (SIN-yac) and Henri (ON-ree) Edmond Cross were among the painters of this movement.  Its practitioners believed in the additive color theory, and instead of mixing pigments, they placed points of primary colors close to each other.  Sunday Afternoon on the Isle of Le Grand Jatte is perhaps the best known work rendered in which artistic style, founded by Georges Seurat (sur-AHT)?

ANSWER:  pointillism
8.
Teldrin, Tavist, Chlor-Trimeton, and Benadryl are all what type of allergy medication?

ANSWER:  antihistamines

9.
What number is the answer to the following? The number of oxygen atoms in a phosphate ion. The number of electrons in the outer shell of a carbon atom. The number of hydrogen atoms in an ammonium ion. The number of carbon atoms in a molecule of butane.

ANSWER:  four

10.
The Duke of Parma assembled an army in the Netherlands. The plan was to have a fleet led by the Duke of Medina Sidonia lead a fleet and then accompany the army across the English channel. However, the plan came to naught, with two-thirds of the ships destroyed. What is this great fleet that Francis Drake allegedly did not defeat until he had finished a game of lawn bowling?

ANSWER: Spanish Armada
11.
After its 1801 discovery by Giuseppe Piazzi (pee-AHT-see), there was great hope that it was the 'missing planet' that astronomer Johann Bode (BOAD) had calculated must exist between Mars and Jupiter. However, its size proved to be too small to be that planet. Instead, Piazzi had discovered what largest asteroid in the main asteroid belt?

ANSWER: Ceres
12.
Some Muslim scholars say it applies to men, too, and that they should cover themselves from their navels to their knees. However, in general, it is applied to women and is technically the Qur'an's directive to dress modestly. What is this word often erroneously used to describe a headscarf, known as a khimar [KEE-mar], worn by many Muslim women in the Western world?

ANSWER: hijab (HEE-jahb) or purdah (POOR-dah)

13.
The 'long' version of this 1967 song was 6 minutes and 50 seconds, but Elektra thought radio stations wouldn't play it, so released a shorter version as a single that hit number one for three weeks. Bandmate Ray Manzarek wrote the organ solo and almost let Buick buy the melody in a commercial for $100,000. Jose Feliciano also had a Top Ten hit with what signature song of Jim Morrison and The Doors?

ANSWER: "Light My Fire"
14. 
In the sentence "Who is sitting in my chair?” the word "who" is used as what kind of pronoun?

ANSWER: interrogative pronoun

15.  
Examples of these include the De Beers corporation with diamonds, or OPEC with petroleum. However, they are often broken by the greed of one of their members, who will lower prices in an effort to get more business. What are these organizations consisting of sellers who attempt to 'band together' to limit competition and keep prices high?

ANSWER: cartel
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  
It brings oxygen-less blood to the superior vena cava [VEE-nuh KAH-vuh] from the head. Urban legend holds that dogs and other animals will aim for what main vein in the neck?

ANSWER:  jugular vein

2. 
A lifelong resident of New England, she studied poetry under Robert Lowell. Her first book of poetry, To Bedlam and Part Way Back and many of her other collections deal with her mental breakdowns and subsequent recoveries. Name this poet whose later works, The Awful Rowing Toward God and 45 March Street were published posthumously after her suicide.

ANSWER: Anne Sexton
3.  
A large swamp called the Sudd meant Greek and Roman explorers were unable to find its source. The Aswan High Dam, which made Lake Nasser, is located on it. Lake Tana and Lake Victoria are the sources of the Blue and White branches of what river that forms at Khartoum and flows into the Mediterranean Sea through Egypt?

ANSWER: Nile River

4. 
Some of these are algebraic numbers, while others are transcendental numbers. What they are not, however, is rare; in fact, most real numbers are what type of number that cannot be defined as the quotient of two integers?

ANSWER:  irrational
5.  
This year's Grokster case made frequent reference to this 1984 Supreme Court Case. In what case did the Supreme Court ruled in favor of Sony of America against Universal Studios, allowing home users to make VCR copies of TV shows and movies for personal use?

ANSWER: The Betamax decision (Accept also Sony v. Universal City Studios, or any equivalent mentioning Sony/Betamax)

All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

