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Match #3


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1.  
This man was known to send jokes to David Letterman following his retirement, even in the months before his death on January 23, 2005.  Who was this "King of Late Night," predecessor to Jay Leno?

ANSWER: John William "Johnny" Carson
2.  
What charge is shared by tetraborate, oxalate, chromate, sulfite and carbonate ions?

ANSWER:  minus 2
3.  
This volcano is over 12,000 feet high and surrounded by five lakes. It last erupted in 1707, forming a new crater named Hoeizan [HOH-ay-zahn]. It was first climbed in 663 AD, but until the Meiji era, women were forbidden to climb it. The 18th century painter Hokusai made numerous paintings of what Japanese volcano?

ANSWER: Mount Fuji (or Fuji-yama or Fuji-san)

4.  
This man lived at 25 Brook Street in London for the last thirty-six years of his life; that house opened as a museum in 2001.  Prior to moving to his adopted home, he composed an "Ode for the Birthday of Queen Anne" in 1713, while afterward he wrote the anthem "Zadok the Priest" for George II's coronation.  Who was this composer of the oratorios "Judas Maccabeus" and "Messiah"?

ANSWER:  George Frideric Handel
5. 
This strongly autobiographical novel concerns the travails of a rector's daughter in her service as a governess, first to the Bloomfield children and then with the Murrays. Her dreary life is brightened by nature and by her relationship with Weston, the local curate, whom she eventually marries. Name this work by Anne Bronte.

ANSWER: Agnes Grey
6. 
William Bradford Shockley is best known as the inventor of what electronic component that replaced the vacuum tube on circuit boards?

ANSWER:  Transistor
7.  
In hexadecimal, how do you count to the number 10?

ANSWER:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, A, B, C, D, E
8.  
His wife was Sigyn, a legitimate goddess, but he found time to sleep with the giantess Angerboda, with whom he fathered Hel, the ruler of the underworld, Fenris the giant wolf and Jormungard [yor-moon-gahnd] the giant serpent. What Norse trickster god had the blind god Hodur kill Balder?

ANSWER: Loki
9. 
The Clutter family of Holcomb, Kansas, was killed in 1959 by Richard Hickock and Perry Smith. In what work of nonfiction does Truman Capote (kuh-POTE-e) reconstruct the crime?

ANSWER: In Cold Blood
10.  
Viminal, Caelian [kay-lee-en], Aventine, Quirinial, Esquiline, Capitoline and Palatine are the seven hills associated with -- what ancient city?

ANSWER: the seven hills of Rome
11.  
He played soccer for the University of Virginia, graduating in 1993 and playing for German clubs Bayer Leverkusen and Wolfsburg, where he was the first American to captain a major European team. He was then sold to Glasgow Rangers, then to Sunderland and now plays for Manchester City. Who is this soccer player nicknamed 'Captain America' by the British press due to his role as the captain of the US men's soccer team?

ANSWER: Claudio Reyna
12.  
The British officer in charge, Captain Thomas Preston, was found not guilty after a defense led by, ironically, John Adams. Two soldiers were convicted of manslaughter. On March 5, 1770, a confrontation between an apprentice and a British officer who had not paid his bill grew in size and became deadly. Five people, including Crispus Attucks, died in what incident that helped start the American Revolution?

ANSWER: Boston Massacre
13. 
In what American short story does the protagonist travel up the path through the pinewoods, down through the oaks, cross the footlog over the creek, cross a barbed-wire fence, and cross the swampy land with alligators in it in order to get to the nearest city to get medicine for her grandson, who had swallowed lye several years earlier? The author is Eudora Welty.

ANSWER: "A Worn Path" 

14. 
It comes from the Latin minutus (muh-NOO-tus), meaning "diminished" and can refer to a list of options, the dishes served or available at a meal, or a list of those dishes. What is this four-letter word?

ANSWER: menu
15.  
The fovea centralis contains only them, thus resulting in that spot having the highest visual acuity.  They respond to bright light and color.  Name this type of photoreceptor cell that is less numerous in the eye than rods.

ANSWER:  cones
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  How many distinct ways can someone pick three items from a nine-item buffet?

ANSWER:  84
1B. 
Who is the creator of the fictional literary planet Perelandra?

ANSWER: C(live) S(taples) Lewis
2A.  
In which musical does Maria first serve as governess and then wife to Captain von Trapp, escaping with his children by "climbing every mountain" to Switzerland?

ANSWER:  "The Sound of Music" 

2B.  
What seminal work merged mathematics and philosophy and was the collaboration between philosopher Bertrand Russell and his mathematics teacher, Alfred North Whitehead?

ANSWER: Principia Mathematica
3A.  
What indefinite form of the Spanish verb haber [ah-BAIR] is used to mean, "There is" or "There are"?

ANSWER: hay [I]

3B. 
What substance has the chemical formula C8H10N4O2?

ANSWER: caffeine
4A. 
THIS IS A CALCULATION QUESTION. How many calories are equal to 8.732 joules?

ANSWER:  2
4B.  
What government office was set up during Reconstruction in an attempt to integrate former slaves into mainstream society, providing education among other services?

ANSWER: Freedmen's Bureau
5A.  
What method of collecting a judgment, especially child support, involves withholding someone's net wages to pay a third party?

ANSWER: wage garnishment
5B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is 7 to the fourth power?

ANSWER:  _2401_

6A. 
In what classic work of American fiction will you find the character Jurgis Rudkus?

ANSWER: The Jungle
6B.  
The last five Kings of Saudi Arabia has been descended from what king that ruled between 1932 to 1953?

ANSWER: Abdulaziz Ibn Saud (accept Ibn Saud, do not accept or prompt on only 'Saud')

7A.  
What city in Spain is seen as the heart of Catalonia?

ANSWER: Barcelona
7B. 
What is the comparative form of the adjective awful?

ANSWER: more awful (not "awfuler")

8A.
What type of well or aquifer has a water table higher than the well's hole, thus making it possible to get water out without pumping?

ANSWER: Artesian well

8B.  
What type of animal is in the class Aves [AH-vays]?

ANSWER:  birds

9A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Solve for x.  10x plus 5 equals 30x.

ANSWER:  x equals 1/4 or .25
9B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the measure of an interior angle of a regular hexagon?

ANSWER:  120 degrees
10A.
What last name is shared by Jessica and Elizabeth, the twins in Sweet Valley High?

ANSWER: Wakefield
10B.
What man, famous for his "Scream," took over the Democratic National Committee in February 2005?

ANSWER: Dr. Howard Dean
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1.  
According to Maxwell's equations, what does del dot B equal?

ANSWER:  zero
2. 
Spelled one way, it is a synonym for a coffin. Spelled another, it names an alcoholic beverage often sold at professional sporting events. What is this four-letter word?

ANSWER: bier or beer
3.  Often called the Age of Mammals, it consists of the Pliocene, Miocene, Oligocene, Eocene, and Paleocene epochs.  Name this geological period that took place between the Cretaceous and Quaternary periods.

ANSWER:  tertiary period

4.  
This weapon got its name from its resemblance to a musical instrument of that name. Its usefulness was limited by the puff of smoke it gave off, giving away the shooter's location. It was unable to defeat the Soviet T34 tank used by the Chinese Communists during the Korean War. Recoilless rifles and light anti-tank weapons then replaced what long metal tube that was used by American GIs against enemy tanks during World War II?

ANSWER: bazooka
5.  
In 2006, it will be celebrated on June 4. It occurred fifty days after Christ's Resurrection and is nearly universally regarded as the birth of the Christian Church. What is this event, during which the Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles and for which a Protestant denomination is named?

ANSWER: Pentecost
6.  
As a first-year student at Hogwarts, he was said to have known more curses and hexes than most seventh-year students. He attempted to convince Cornelius Fudge that Voldemort had returned by showing him his Dark Mark, but later makes an Unbreakable Vow to Narcissa Malfoy to protect her son, Draco. Alan Rickman portrays, in the movies, what character in the Harry Potter series that proclaimed himself the Half-Blood Prince?

ANSWER: (Professor) Severus Snape
7.  
The Pope at the time did not really want it established, since he didn't want secular kings leading religious law enforcement. Depending on whom you ask, either 2,000, 30,000 or 125,000 people died at its hands over its three centuries. Napoleon ended it for a few years, but it was not ended until 1834. Tomas de Torquemada [tor-kay-MAH-dah] was associated with what attempt to stamp out heresy?

ANSWER: Spanish Inquisition (prompt on 'Inquisition')

8.  
His career as a small-time criminal under the alias of 'Detroit Red' was ended with a six-year prison sentence and conversion to the Nation of Islam. By 1964, he had broken with the Nation and became an orthodox Muslim after his pilgrimage to Mecca. The phrase 'by any means necessary' was said in response to the near-daily death threats against what civil rights leader who was eventually assassinated at the Audubon Ballroom in 1965?

ANSWER: Malcolm X
9. 
Three men are sitting in a tavern drinking when they hear the bell on the coffin of a friend who is being taken to the graveyard for burial. They decide to go out, find and kill "death." They meet an old man who directs them to an oak tree where they find nearly eight bushels of newly minted florins. In their drunken greed, two die from stabbings and the other from accidentally drinking poison intended for the other two. These events occur in what Chaucer tale from the Canterbury Tales?

ANSWER: "The Pardoner's Tale"

10.  It is most frequent in the elderly and Afro-Caribbean peoples and caused by underproduction by intestinal cells of a substance required for digestion of a certain disaccharide.  Name this disorder that requires people to avoid drinking milk.

ANSWER:  lactose intolerance
11. 
Ted Kooser of Ames, Iowa, was reappointed to his second term for this position the same week he received the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for Poetry. What is this distinguished position once held by Robert Penn Warren?

ANSWER: Poet Laureate of the United States

12.  
Building had begun here as early as 3000 BCE; in the early years, one could find houses and a royal palace.  Its current structures, however, date to an ambitious construction program led by Pericles.  Of the major structures, the Erechtheum [ay-rek-THEE-um] was built last, preceded by the Temple of Athena Nike and the Propylea (pro-puh-LAY-uh).  Identify this high point in Athens on which the ruins of the Parthenon stand.

ANSWER:  Acropolis
13.  
The US Constitution defines this in Article I as the House or Senate having a majority of their members. The House of Lords, by contrast, requires only three members. What is the smallest number of members of a legislature that must be present in order to conduct business?

ANSWER: quorum
14.  
This client-server network protocol uses port 23 and is frequently used to access multi-user dungeons. However, it transmits all data over cleartext, including usernames and passwords, and does not provide authentication to prevent 'man in the middle attacks' where a third party mimics the sending party. What is this method of accessing a remote server to emulate a terminal window that does not provide the security protection of Secure Shell?

ANSWER: telnet
15. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Simplify the quantity 4x2 minus 25 divided by the quantity 5 minus 2x.

ANSWER:  -2x - 5
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the diameter of a circle with an area of 144 pi square meters?

ANSWER:  24 meters
2. 
The movie Gothic, directed by Ken Russell, tells the story of encounters in Italy between Percy Bysshe (bish) Shelly, his wife Mary, and what author who died fighting for Greek independence and who wrote the epic poems Don Juan (hwan) and Childe Harold's Pilgrimage.

ANSWER: George Gordon, Lord Byron
3.  
Two separate sting operations in 2005 have netted almost 700 members of this group, formed by Salvadoran immigrants fleeing from the civil war in their homeland.  What is this street gang, active in 30 states including Virginia?

ANSWER: Mara Salvatrucha or MS-13
4.  
The pea soupers of Victorian London were actually early examples of this form of air pollution, which comes in two varieties. One type involves emissions from substances like paint and charcoal starter fluid. The more familiar type is the photochemical, which is associated today with Los Angeles, and occurs when nitrogen oxides are converted into ozone by sunlight. What is this word that describes thick clouds of pollution on the ground?

ANSWER: smog
5.  
By 700 BC, under the rule of Sennacherib [seh-nah-CHAY-rib], this city became a grand capital. In 612 BC, the Babylonians destroyed it, and by the time of Herodotus, it was a distant memory. What is this city that was the capital of the Assyrian Empire and site of the Biblical prophet Jonah's visit?

ANSWER: Nineveh
All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

