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Match #4


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
She sometimes wrote under the pseudonym of Ellen Alleyne and is considered to be one of the most important of English women poets. Her brother was a well-known painter-poet. Name this woman who wrote The Prince's Progress and Other Poems and the collection that contained her best-known work, Goblin Market and Other Poems.

ANSWER: Christina Rossetti
2.  
Delta E times delta t is greater than h-bar and delta x times delta p sub x is greater than h-bar are equations for what principle that limits the accuracy of measurements?

ANSWER:  Heisenberg uncertainty principle

3. 
 He was a supporter of the revolutionary leader Oliver Cromwell but is better known as the author of the ode to the melancholy personality "Il Penseroso" and of the major work Paradise Lost. Name this English poet.

ANSWER: John Milton
4.  
In 1976, Billy Idol used it as the name of his band. In 1991, Douglas Coupland used it as the title of his book about twenty-something college graduates working low-level jobs. What is this term used to describe someone born between 1965 and 1981, following the Baby Boom and preceding Generation Y?

ANSWER: _Generation X_ or _Gen-X_

5.  
Contrary to popular belief, they did not ride winged horses, but instead rode wolves. The wolves were probably hungry for food; however, they were hungry for souls, in particular the souls of heroic warriors. What female deities would take the souls of brave men fallen in battle to Valhalla, where they would prepare to fight with Odin at Ragnarok?

ANSWER: Valkyries

6.  
Other parts of the mission were monitoring Comet Halley and deploying a satellite to study the comet. Among its crew of seven were Payload Specialist Christa McAuliffe, a New Hampshire teacher who had won a nationwide contest to join the crew. Flawed O-Rings on the solid rocket boosters led to the January 28, 1986, explosion of what Space Shuttle during its flight?

ANSWER: Space Shuttle Challenger
7.  
They come in three varieties: alpine, continental and tidewater. The alpine variety is responsible for changing V-shaped mountain valleys into U-shaped valleys. The continental variety covers vast territories and ebb and flow with the arrival of ice ages. The tidewater varieties flow into the sea and will occasionally 'calve', or have pieces break off to form icebergs. What are these giant sheets or rivers of ice?

ANSWER: glaciers

8.  
In June 2005, Forbes named her the richest female athlete in the world. In addition, being 6 feet 2 inches tall and blonde has led to some modeling contract offers, but she has avoided the Anna Kournikova trap and kept her tennis game sharp. What woman in 2004 became the second-youngest woman to have won Wimbledon in the modern era?

ANSWER: Maria Sharapova
9.  
The Latin nouns dies [dee-AYS] and res [RAYS] belong to what declension?

ANSWER: fifth
10.  
In 1935, Franklin Delano Roosevelt said he was 'one of the most dangerous men in America.' His political career, which included a planned primary challenge to Roosevelt, was stopped by Dr. Carl Weiss, who assassinated him in 1935. The slogans 'Every Man a King' and 'Share Our Wealth' are associated with what man, nicknamed the 'Kingfish', that dominated Louisiana state politics during the 1920s and 1930s as Governor and U.S. Senator?

ANSWER: Huey Long (prompt on just 'Long', there were many Longs in Louisiana state politics)

11.  
Listed as BWV 1080 in the catalog, its last piece was unfinished at the composer's death in 1750.  Wolfgang Graeser arranged all of the components for symphony orchestra, and despite the title, four canons are found in the composition as well.  What was this complex work by J.S. Bach that demonstrated his proficiency in counterpoint, featuring fourteen titular pieces?

ANSWER:  "The Art of Fugue"

12.  
It was discovered by Berzelius in 1817 and was named after the Greek word for moon.  Name this element with an atomic mass of 78.96 and atomic number 34.

ANSWER:  selenium
13. 
For a number of years, the playwright Lillian Hellman had an off-and-on relationship with the man considered to be the father of the American detective novel. Name this author of The Thin Man and The Maltese Falcon.

ANSWER: Dashiell Hammett
14.  
Despite their being six in number, Iroquois myth holds that they were made by the hand of the Great Spirit. Seneca and Cayuga are the largest of what major lakes that dominate the landscape of western New York State?

ANSWER: Finger Lakes
15.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Mike can paint a house in four hours, but leaves when the job is half-finished. Mary could have painted the entire house in three hours, but ends up having to finish the job Mike started. How much time did the two spend painting the house?

ANSWER:  three and a half hours or 210 minutes
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.  
In Islam, the title hajj [HAWJ] is given to someone who has performed what task?

ANSWER: made the pilgrimage to Mecca (accept equivalents)

1B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the sum of the interior angles of a pentagon?

ANSWER:  540 degrees
2A.  
How many voting representatives are in the United States House of Representatives?

ANSWER: 435
2B.  
In 1716, what lieutenant governor of Virginia led the Knights of the Golden Horseshoe into the Shenandoah Valley, creating a trail that is named for him?

ANSWER: Alexander Spotswood
3A.  
Sponges belong to what phylum?

ANSWER:  Porifera
3B.  
What geological era, containing the Triassic, Jurassic, and Cretaceous periods, saw dinosaurs roam the earth?

ANSWER:  Mesozoic Era

4A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is 1372 divided by 28?

ANSWER:  49
4B.  
Thin slices of beef and lamb are referred to as kebabs in England. By what name are they, and the pita bread sandwich served with them, known in America?

ANSWER: gyros [YEE-rohs or JIE-rohs]

5A. 
Name the Edna St. Vincent Millay poetry collection whose title is based on the biblical verse Matthew 7:16.

ANSWER: A Few Figs from Thistles
5B. 
(The underlining is to show the reader where to place emphasis.) What is the name of a metrical foot in the line "This is the for-est prim-ev-al" which has an accented syllable followed by two unaccented syllables?

ANSWER:  Dactyl meter or accept dactylic meter

6A.  
What 1921 Charlie Chaplin comedy featured Jackie Coogan, the future Uncle Fester, as a six-year old in the title role?

ANSWER:  The Kid
6B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What are 345 times 21?

ANSWER:  7245
7A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the fourth term of the sixth row of Pascal's triangle?

ANSWER:  ten
7B.  
What Intel chip, when it debuted in 1993, was discovered to have a bug in its math circuitry, causing Intel embarrassment?

ANSWER: Pentiums

8A.  
What German prince was the consort of Queen Victoria?

ANSWER: Prince Albert
8B.  
On December 31, 2004, what Taiwanese building officially opened, becoming the world's tallest skyscraper?

ANSWER: Taipei 101
9A. 
The drama The Libation Bearers is the second in the trilogy Oresteia, written by what Greek playwright?

ANSWER: Aeschylus  (ESS-kuh-lus)

9B. 
Identify the John Steinbeck novel that gets its name from William Shakespeare's play King Richard the Third.

ANSWER: The Winter of Our Discontent
10A.  What type of organic compounds contain a carbon atom double bonded to an oxygen group, a structure known as a carbonyl group, and two R-groups on each side of the carbonyl group?

ANSWER: ketones

10B.  
What British Prime Minister served two terms between 1964 and 1970 and 1974 and 1976?

ANSWER: Harold Wilson
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1.  
Between 1970 and 1975, he fought the government of Lon Nol. After being overthrown in 1979, he fought the Vietnamese and the new coalition government until he was captured in 1998. Depending on whom you talk to, his government killed either 1.2, 1.4 or 1.7 million people in four years, out of a population of about 8 million. Who was this leader of the Khmer Rouge that ruled Cambodia between 1975 and 1979?

ANSWER: Pol Pot
2.  
Elected January 9, 2005, this man's most notable political involvement was being in a suspected terrorist organization founded by his predecessor.  Now serving as the second President of the Palestinian National Authority, who is this man who succeeded Yasser Arafat?

ANSWER: Mahmoud Abbas
3. 
What earl, who wanted to gamble without stopping for a regular meal, "invented" a form of food, which is named for his title, that many of us eat every day?

ANSWER: the Earl of Sandwich (accept John Montagu)

4. 
A child prodigy, he entered university at age 11 and became a professor of mathematics at MIT in 1932. During World War II, he worked on guided missiles, and his study of the handling of information by electronic devices, based on the feedback principle, encouraged comparison between these and human mental processes. Who is this man considered to be the founder of cybernetics?

ANSWER: Norbert Wiener (wee-nuh)

5.  
In this work, the only colors in the positive space are those of the flesh on the figures and blood streaming from the corpse of the smaller figure.  The negative space of this 1819 work is all black, as it is the most famous of the artist's fourteen Black Paintings.  An allegory for the consuming nature of time, identify this painting by Francisco Goya depicting a god about to chew on the left arm of one of his offspring.

ANSWER: Saturn Devouring His Child (or Saturn Devouring His Son; accept close equivalents)

6.  
Officially known as the subclass Magnoliopsida [mag-naw-LEE-awp-sih-duh], examples of its 165,000 plant species include potatoes and roses.  Name this group of flowering plants that have two embryonic leaves.

ANSWER:  dicots or dicotyledons

7. 
This Spanish playwright and poet, who was killed by rightist troops in his native Granada in 1936, spent a year in New York City, writing about its ugliness. Name this writer of Blood Wedding and The House of Bernarda Alba.

ANSWER: Federico Garcia Lorca (prompt on just Lorca)

8.  
Ironically, there are twice as many of these standing in Rome than in Egypt, including an 80-foot one in St. Peter's Square. They originally represented the sun god Ra. During the reform of Ikhnaton [ik-NAH-tawn], they just became petrified rays of the sun, which made sense due to their narrow, tall size. The Washington Monument is the tallest example of what type of momument? 

ANSWER: obelisk
9.  
The 1980s Washington, DC, band Rites of Spring are generally considered to be the first band in this genre. Today, bands such as Bright Eyes and Dashboard Confessional are among the leaders in this genre, whose fans are often seen in tight jeans and Buddy Holly style glasses. What is this variety of music known for its deep, meaningful lyrics and the wide variety of feelings expressed by its performers?

ANSWER: Emo
10.  
Consisting mainly of white pulp and red pulp, this 5 inch long organ produces, filters, and destroys blood.  Name this organ on the left side of the body, the largest lymphatic organ.

ANSWER:  spleen
11.  
The 2005 version of this quadrennial event was marred by the deaths of several and by the intense summer heat.  First held in 1937 in Washington, DC, Fort A. P. Hill in Caroline County is now the permanent home of what Boy Scouting event?

ANSWER: Boy Scout Jamboree
12.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a trapezoid with a height of 8 and bases of 5 and 7?

ANSWER:  48
13. 
Her first three novels introduced beings from the planet Hain, who established human life on habitable planets, including Earth. Other works include The Dispossessed, The Word for World Is Forest, and Always Coming Home, but she is perhaps best known for her Earthsea trilogy. Name this California-born author.

ANSWER: Ursula LeGuin (luh-gwin)

14.  
In the Yupik language, it is called Kwiguk [kwee-GOOK], or 'large stream.' Its source is in the northwestern corner of British Columbia and it empties into the Bering Sea on Alaska's western coast. What is this river that nearly splits Alaska into two and shares a name with the Canadian territory to the east of Alaska?

ANSWER: Yukon River

15.  
The Logan gemstone was over 423 carats and was one of the largest examples of this gemstone. Princess Diana's engagement ring was not a diamond but was also this gemstone. It is the birthstone for the month of September. Ruby is the red variety of what gemstone-quality corundum that can be any color but is most often associated with the color blue?

ANSWER: sapphire (prompt on 'corundum' before it is said)

Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  
It has a charge of plus one and a spin of 1/2. They were first observed in 1932 by Carl Anderson, whose suggested name, the 'negatron', did not stick. What is this anti-matter counterpart to the electron?

ANSWER:  positron
2.  
In 1607 and 1608 this English explorer worked for the Muscovy Company, looking for the Northeast Passage. In 1610, he started exploring the eastern coast of Canada. By the spring of 1611, his crew wanted to go home, and he wanted to remain. In July 1611, his crew mutinied, sending him adrift in a small boat, which was never seen again. Who is this man for whom a bay in Canada and a river in New York are named?

ANSWER: Henry Hudson
3.  
It is celebrated from the 15th to the 21st of Nisan [nee-SAHN]. Its most familiar features are the celebration of one or two seder [SAY-der] meals and the eating of matzah [MAH-tzah] or unleavened bread. What is this Jewish holiday that celebrates the Israelite escape from Egypt?

ANSWER: Pesach or Passover
4. 
Words such as team, company, faculty, army and college are known as what type of nouns, in that they represent a group of individuals considered as one?

ANSWER: collective nouns

5.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What are 211 times 101?

ANSWER:  21311
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