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Match #10


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  
In the Gospel of Luke, a man with this name is the beggar at the rich man's table that is rewarded in the afterlife. The other man with his name appears in the Gospel of John and is a resident of Bethany along with the sisters, Martha and Mary. Who is this man that in Chapter 11 is resurrected by Christ?

ANSWER: Lazarus
2.  
Given a function, what term is applied to the variety of possibilities for the y-value, much as the variety of possibilities for the x-value is called the domain?

ANSWER:  range
3. 
He wrote the short story "What Kind of Day Did You Have?" among many others. He was brought up in a Jewish household and spoke fluent Yiddish. Name this American writer known for such works as Herzog, Mr. Sammler's Planet, and The Adventures of Augie March.

ANSWER: Saul Bellow
4.  
While not known for his financial knowledge, Albert Einstein allegedly said it was the most powerful force in the universe. What is this type of interest where interest paid one month becomes part of the next month's balance, allowing the balance to grow exponentially?

ANSWER: compound interest

5.  
It is characterized by the presence of tracheids (tray-KEE-idz) and/or vessels, fibers, and parenchyma [pah-ren-CHIH-muh].  Name this type of vascular tissue that in plants conducts water.

ANSWER:  xylem
6.  
He was the first Black actor to star in a weekly drama, doing so in the 1965 series I, Spy. He got his doctorate in education from the University of Massachusetts in 1977; his thesis was about using the series Fat Albert, in which he starred, as a teaching aid. Who is this entertainer that returned to the spotlight in May 2004 with his 'Ghettosburg Address' where he lambasted several aspects of Black popular culture that put education at a low priority?

ANSWER: Bill Cosby
7. 
In the epic poem Beowulf, what is the name of the king who erects the magnificent mead hall, Heorot?

ANSWER: King Hrothgar
8.  
What two Spanish words are most often translated as "blue eyes?"

ANSWER: ojos azules [OH-hohs ah-SOO-lays]

9. 
Allegedly, this 16th century Scotsman developed a round chariot that resembled a tank and built a giant cannon. In mathematics, he is more familiar with making the decimal point popular and for his 'bones', a special abacus for dividing and multiplying. Name the Scottish mathematician who invented the natural logarithm. 

ANSWER: John Napier
10.  
Although they were submitted to the states in 1777, it was not until Maryland's approval in 1781 that they went into force. They were thirteen in number, and any changes had to be approved by all state legislatures. By 1786, it had become obvious that they were not working, and something new had to be put in place. What was this first attempt to create a central government for the United States of America?

ANSWER: Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union

11. 
This novel is based on the author's own experience as a prisoner of war in Dresden, Germany, during World War II. Name this classic work in which the protagonist lives concurrently on Earth and on the distant planet Tralfamadore, written by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.

ANSWER: Slaughterhouse Five: or, The Children's Crusade:  A Duty-Dance with Death
12.  
This semi-independent country's economy is dependent on three things -- fishing, some light tourism and a large grant from its former colonial masters, Denmark. Given that some 90% of its landmass is covered in a mile-thick ice sheet, further economic potential for this country of about 60,000 people is limited. What is this country, also the largest island in the world?

ANSWER: Greenland
13.  
Among the villains he has faced are Freakshow, Desiree, Ember McLain, Johnny Thirteen and Vlad Plasmius. His friends include Sam and Tucker and his family are father Jack, mother Maddy and sister Jasmine. Who is this title character of a Nickelodeon cartoon about a fourteen-year-old who accidentally obtains ghostly powers? 

ANSWER: Danny Phantom
14.  
This ion forms a number of poisons, most of which have an almond-like odor. What is this polyatomic ion with charge negative one with a formula of CN?

ANSWER:  cyanide
15.  
In diamond, it's 12000 meters per second; in rubber, 1600 meters per second; in water, about 1500 meters per second; and in air, it's about 343 meters per second.  Name this measure about which Coldplay sings and which Chuck Yeager broke.

ANSWER:  speed of sound
Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.  
What is the name of the Jewish man, often a doctor, that performs circumcisions?

ANSWER: mohel [mo-HEL] or [MOIL]

1B. 
Name the author of the classic children's book Misty of Chincoteague.

ANSWER: Marguerite Henry
2A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Factor x squared minus x minus 56.

ANSWER:  (x + 7) times (x - 8)
2B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the area of a rectangle with sides of length 11 feet and 39 feet?

ANSWER:  429 square feet
3A. 
Name the author of the novel The Cardinal of the Kremlin.

ANSWER: Tom Clancy
3B.  
A young monk named Grigory and a Polish noblewoman named Marina figure prominently in what 1869 opera by Modest Mussorgsky about the title Russian czar?

ANSWER:  "Boris Godunov" (GOOD-oo-nov)

4A.  
The name James Oglethorpe is associated with the founding of what American colony?

ANSWER: Georgia
4B.  
What sex chromosomes does a normal male have?

ANSWER:  XY
5A.  
What element has an average atomic mass of 16?

ANSWER:  oxygen
5B.  
What king of Akkad that ruled around 2300 BC is the first person in recorded history to create an empire?

ANSWER: Sargon of Akkad

6A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What are 63 times 44?

ANSWER:  2772
6B.  
Viki Lord, Todd Manning and John McBain are among the characters in what TV show?

ANSWER: One Life to Live
7A. 
What is the three-word term for a written order from a court to enforce the performance of some public duty?

ANSWER: writ of mandamus (man-DAY-mus)

7B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Convert the binary number 110001 into a decimal number.

ANSWER:  49
8A.  
What 1713 treaty ended the War of the Spanish Succession and most notably made the French Bourbon dynasty renounce all claims to the Spanish throne?

ANSWER: Treaty of Utrecht
8B.  
What term has come to describe investment funds that are similar to mutual funds, but almost entirely unregulated? 

ANSWER: hedge funds

9A.  
A former city inspector and Cub Scout leader, Dennis Rader was sentenced to 10 life terms after confessing to being what serial killer?

ANSWER: BTK (Bind, torture, kill)

9B.  
Leukocytes [LOO-koh-SIGHTS] are more commonly known as what?

ANSWER:  white blood cells
10A.  
How many 'generations' of computer programming languages exist or are conceptualized at the current time?

ANSWER: five
10B. 
What is the name of Charles Dickens' last novel, left unfinished at his death?

ANSWER: The Mystery of Edwin Drood
Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  
The Colorado River separates this peninsula from the rest of Mexico. What is this area of Mexico that contains the cities of Cabo San Lucas, Mexicali and Tijuana?

ANSWER: Baja California (prompt on Baja)

2. 
Mrs. Eynsford-Hill and her son Freddy, Colonel Pickering, and Professor Henry Higgins are all characters in what George Bernard Shaw play on which a movie was based?

ANSWER: Pygmalion
3.  
This rock's name comes from the Greek word for 'shining stone.' The black and green 'stripes' come from mineral impurities within it. In its pure form, it is white and consists of calcite. What is this rock, popular among artists for its softness and resistance to shattering, that consists of limestone that has undergone metamorphosis?

ANSWER: marble
4.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  If Steve has $3.50, Jack has $7.50, and Ron has $1.00, how much money would Ed have to have for each of them to average $5.00?

ANSWER:  eight dollars
5.  
Reportedly the world's worst outbreak of hemorrhagic fever, several hundred people were killed in Angola during the spring of 2005 due to what virus, cousin of Ebola?

ANSWER: Marburg virus

6.  
The first siege of this city was in 1529. During the three weeks, the Ottomans under Suleiman the Magnificent attempted to dig several tunnels under the city walls. In 1683, the Ottomans tried again, but their army of 100,000 was defeated when Jan Sobieski of Poland arrived with reinforcements. What is this Hapsburg capital that is still the capital of the Republic of Austria?

ANSWER: sieges of Vienna
7.  
As a teenager, he fired a gun into the air during a New Year's Eve celebration, leading to his confinement in the New Orleans Home for Colored Waifs.  While there he learned how to play cornet, and by 1922 he joined King Oliver's band in Chicago.  "Potato Head Blues" and "Muggles" were two of the better-known works of what great jazz musician, nicknamed Satchmo?

ANSWER:  Louis Armstrong
8.  
The Pushkin Museum has a substantial collection of this man's later works, amassed by Sergei Shukin.  He spent weekends painting with Camille Pissarro, Paul Cezanne, and Vincent van Gogh; during the week, he worked as a stockbroker.  Name this painter who eventually moved to the South Pacific, where he completed _The Spirit of the Dead Keeps Watch_ and _Tahitian Women on the Beach_.

ANSWER:  Paul Gauguin (go-GANN) 

9. 
Listen. Answer the question. Name him. Do this; do that. These are examples of what type of sentence in which the listener is ordered or commanded to do something?

ANSWER: Imperative (accept "command" before it is mentioned in the question)

10.  
Along with Maurice Wilkins, this duo won a Nobel Prize in 1962 for their work.  Name this American and British biochemist duo that in 1953 discovered the double helix structure of DNA.

ANSWER:  James Watson and Francis Crick
11.  
Abraham Lincoln earned the nickname 'Honest Abe' for his opposition to it and his refusal to put his political supporters in government posts. It was ended by the Pendleton Civil Service Act of 1883, which established a career civil service bureaucracy. Andrew Jackson started what practice in which the winning political party would appoint all government officials? 

ANSWER: spoils system
12. 
Paul, his older sister Joan, their mother, Uncle Oscar, and the gardener Basset are all characters in what D.H. Lawrence short story in which their home is haunted by the phrase "There must be more money, there must be more money"?

ANSWER: "Rocking-Horse Winner"
13.  
The end of the War of 1812 marked an end to foreign threats, and the collapse of the Federalist Party marked a consensus on domestic policy. It ended when competing Presidential ambitions led to a 'corrupt bargain' to thwart Andrew Jackson's hopes. What was this period of American history that reached its peak in 1820 when James Monroe was re-elected with all but one electoral vote?

ANSWER: Era of Good Feelings
14.  
What name is given to a covalent bond formed by sideways overlapping orbitals?

ANSWER:  pi bond

15.  
Born Paul David Hewson, in March 2005 this man was seriously considered by US Treasury Secretary John Snow as a viable candidate for the Presidency of the World Bank.  Who is this international activist, better known as the lead singer of U2?

ANSWER: Bono
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  
It was officially adopted in 1560 by Elizabeth I, and until World War I, maintained its value. Before the 'decimalization' of 1971, it was divided into 12 shillings. What is this currency still used in the United Kingdom, today divided into 100 pence?

ANSWER: pound sterling

2.  
What weather feature forms when masses of cold air and warm air meet, and occur in stationary, occluded, warm and cold varieties?

ANSWER: fronts

3.  
What shape has an area formula of PI * a * b (pi times a times b), where a is the length of the semi-major axis and b the length of the semi-minor axis?

ANSWER:  ellipse
4.  
When he was born, Hera was astonished she could have given birth to something so revolting, and promptly threw him from Mount Olympus. Cynics might argue that Aphrodite [ah-FRO-dye-tee] married him because she could run around on him more easily. Who was this Greek god of the forge, the counterpart to the Roman god Vulcan?

ANSWER: Hephaestus [heh-feh-STUS] (accept 'Vulcan' until 'Greek' is mentioned)

5. 
In mathematics, it is defined as "behavior caused by sensitive dependence on initial conditions." It is the title of a book by James Gleick (glike) about fractals and related topics. In Greek mythology, it is the dark abyss out of which all things were created. What is this word that, in common usage, refers to a complete and total lack of order?

ANSWER: chaos
All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

