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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  
His theory of 'Permanent Revolution' stood in contrast to Joseph Stalin's 'Socialism in One Country,' leading to his being exiled from the Soviet Union in 1929. What Communist leader, the founder of the Red Army, settled in Mexico City, eventually being assassinated in 1940 with an ice pick?

ANSWER: Leon Trotsky
2.  
The son of a poor shepherd, Vasari writes that this artist was discovered by Cimabue (chim-ah-BOO-ay) when the latter spotted him drawing a sheep on a rock.  A native of Florence, his rival was the Sienese master Duccio (DOO-chee-oh).  Which painter foreshadowed the Renaissance with his 1305 Arena Chapel masterpiece, depicting the life of the Virgin and the Passion of Christ?

ANSWER:  Giotto (jee-OH-toh) di Bondone

3. 
If you suffer from ballistophobia, of what are you afraid?

ANSWER: bullets accept reasonable substitutes

4.  
A slug is a unit that measures what physical quantity?

ANSWER:  mass
5.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Mary has ten clean socks. It's dark and she picks two socks out, hoping they match her black pants. If four socks are white and six are black, what is the chance, in lowest terms, she has picked a black pair of socks?

ANSWER:  1/3 (6/10 * 5/9 = 30/90 or 1/3)

6.  
This woman wrote the 1960 book Light in My Darkness. This founding member of the ACLU was a lifelong Socialist, stating, "I have visited sweatshops, factories, crowded slums. If I could not see it, I could smell it." The movie The Miracle Worker was a partial biography of this woman, the best-known student of Annie Sullivan. Who was this deaf-blind woman that is portrayed on the Alabama state quarter?

ANSWER: Helen Keller
7.  
The main examples of them are the conifers.  What is this term meaning naked seed?

ANSWER: gymnosperm
8.  
Though they've only played for the national title once in the past two years, what university returns Reggie Bush and Matt Leinart for one more season following back-to-back national championship seasons?

ANSWER: University of Southern California
9. 
Who created the characters of Michael Henchard, Gabriel Oak, Damon Wildeve and Eustacia Vye in British literature? 

ANSWER: Thomas Hardy
10.  
The lowest toll ever paid was by swimmer Richard Haliburton who paid 28 cents to swim its 51 miles. Its completion was the cause for the first-ever overseas visit by a President. It was made possible by the Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty, a successor to the earlier Hay-Herran Treaty that died in the Colombian Senate. In 1999, the US returned the 'Zone' around it to the Central American nation from which we bought the land for what waterway that mostly eliminated the need for ships to go around South America?

ANSWER: Panama Canal
11. 
Steinbeck used an established Indian legend as the basis for his novella that traces the type of life the protagonist lived both before and after his discovery of the title object. Name this work that features Kino (kee-no), his wife Juana (hwan-uh), and their infant son Coyotito (koy-yo-tee-to).

ANSWER: “The Pearl”

12.  
Recently, the various microorganisms that live miles below the surface have been given their own one of these, the endolithic. However, most of them are still classified as either terrestrial -- such as tundra, taiga and tropical rain forest -- or aquatic -- such as coral reef or littoral. What are these regional groups of flora and fauna that have adapted themselves to a region's environment?

ANSWER: biomes

13.  
Zeno of Cyprus founded this school of philosophy in 308 BC. What is this school of philosophy that advocates self-control, a detachment from emotions and attempting to ignore both pain and pleasure?

ANSWER: stoicism
14.  
A predecessor, much further north than the current one, was built by the Qin [chin] Emperor and later expanded by the Han dynasty. The current one was built by the Ming dynasty and its primary mission was not to keep the bad guys out, but instead to ensure they didn't accidentally stray into China or easily escape if they did attempt to raid. Yang Liwei, in his low earth orbit, said he could not see what major Chinese landmark? 

ANSWER: Great Wall of China

15.  
He made his directorial debut with Pee-Wee's Big Adventure. Although most his films have been horror films, he has directed comedies such as Mars Attacks! and dramas such as the 2001 remake of Planet of the Apes and Batman. Who is this director that is better known for films such as Edward Scissorhands, The Nightmare Before Christmas and his most recent work, The Corpse Bride? 

ANSWER: Tim Burton
Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  
What Virginia native invented the mechanical reaper?

ANSWER: Cyrus McCormick
1B.  
What Italian term means "without instrumental accompaniment," and today commonly refers to singers who perform songs in this manner?

ANSWER:  a cappella
2A.  
What was the birth name of the current Pope, Benedict XVI?

ANSWER: Joseph Ratzinger
2B.  
What smaller bone is located next to the tibia?

ANSWER:  fibula
3A.  
Internet newsgroups such as soc.singles [sawk dot singles], talk.origins [talk dot origins] and alt.politics [alt dot politics] are known by what collective name?

ANSWER: USENET or User's Network
3B.  
To what lonely South Atlantic island was Napoleon exiled after his defeat at Waterloo?

ANSWER: St. Helena
4A. 
In Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, who is the kindly friar who marries the title couple?

ANSWER:  Friar Lawrence
4B.  
What type of conic section is the quantity x squared divided by nine minus the quantity y squared divided by 16 equals one?

ANSWER:  hyperbola
5A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  As a fraction in simplest terms, what is 4/5 times 2/3 times 3/10?

ANSWER:  4/25
5B. 
In English grammar, a direct object follows what type of verb?

ANSWER: transitive (do not accept "active")

6A.  
What frequent visitor to the headlines of the Weekly World News was discovered in a West Virginia cave in 1992?

ANSWER: Bat Boy
6B.  
What term describes an official, especially within government, who represents the interests of the general population by investigating individual complaints?

ANSWER: ombudsman
7A.  
Jessica Simpson calls what city in West Texas her home, a city that was also the endpoint of the Old Chisholm cattle trail?

ANSWER: Abilene, Texas

7B.  
What world in Norse mythology was the home of the giants; indeed its name means 'Giant Home?'

ANSWER: Jotunheim [yoh-toon-HIME]

8A.  
What diacritical mark in French occurs over the letter 'o' in hopital [oh-pee-TAHL] and resembles a little hat?

ANSWER: circumflex
8B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the length of a diagonal of a square with a perimeter of 8 feet?

ANSWER:  2 radical 2 feet or 2 square roots of 2
9A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  10 is what percent of 800?

ANSWER:  1.25 or one and a quarter percent

9B.  
In pascals, standard atmospheric pressure is equal to 1.013 times 10 to what power?

ANSWER:  5
10A.  
What is the largest phylum in the animal kingdom?

ANSWER:  arthropoda [ar-THROW-paw-duh] or arthropods

10B. 
Who wrote the short story "The Lottery"?

ANSWER: Shirley Jackson 
Third period, 15 toss-ups
1. 
This American historical writer first gained notice with The Zimmerman Telegram. She wrote The Proud Tower and The First Salute but gained the most recognition with her Pulitzer-Prize winning The Guns of August in 1963. Name her.

ANSWER: Barbara Tuchman (tuck-man)

2.  
The city of Manchester was once this Virginia county's seat until Manchester was absorbed into Richmond. Areas within it include Matoaca and Midlothian. What is this Virginia county of around 260,000 people located to the south of Richmond? 

ANSWER: Chesterfield County

3.  
It was roughly C-shaped, surrounding the Tethys Sea and being surrounded by Panthalassa. It formed about 300 million years ago, and broke up about 180 million years ago, forming Laurasia and Gondwanaland. What is this single continent that existed in the Paleozoic and Mesozoic Eras, containing most of the world's continents in a single landmass?

ANSWER: Pangaea [pan-GEE-uh]

4.  
Her husband's actions were denounced by the Federal government as well as the Vatican.  She ultimately died on March 31, 13 days after the Supreme Court refused to intervene.  Who was this woman, the subject of a Florida law passed to prevent the removal of her feeding tube?

ANSWER: Terry Schiavo
5.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the volume of a sphere with a diameter of 4 feet?

ANSWER:  32/3 PI cubic feet (4/3 * PI * r3, 4/3 * PI * 8)

6.  
After the Enron crisis, the role of these groups of 10 to 20 people in corporate governance is being examined. Practices such as having the company's CEO also be this group's chairman are starting to end. What is this group of individuals chosen by stockholders to provide corporate oversight? 

ANSWER: Board of Directors
7.  
The most familiar compound with this polyatomic ion is potassium salt. What is this ion with charge negative one that has a formula of MnO4?

ANSWER:  permanganate
8. 
This work was originally published in 1906 as The Cynic's Word Book. By what title do we know this Ambrose Bierce volume of ironic and often bitter definitions?

ANSWER: The Devil's Dictionary
9.  
He died after his defeat by the Philistines at Mount Gilboa. However, after seeing Samuel's ghost courtesy of the witch of Endor, he knew his fate was sealed. Towards the end of his life, only the harp playing of David could control the evil spirit that was controlling him. Who was this first annointed king of Israel?

ANSWER: King Saul
10. 
He appears in Henry IV, Parts 1 and 2, and in The Merry Wives of Windsor. Name this Shakespearean character that says, "I am not only witty in myself, but the cause that wit is in other men"?

ANSWER: Sir John Falstaff
11. 
Absalom is a country boy ruined by the white man's ways in the big city:  drinking, stealing, committing adultery, Ironically, he kills a man who is an avid worker trying to help the natives improve their condition. These events occur in what Alan Paton novel?

ANSWER: Cry, the Beloved Country
12.  
At age 22, this woman enrolled in the Denishawn, a school run by dancer Ruth St. Denis.  She interpreted the difficult events in the 1930s, such as the Depression and the Spanish Civil War, in her work "Steps in the Street."  Founder of the Dance Division of Juilliard, who was this choreographer named "Dancer of the Twentieth Century" by Time magazine?

ANSWER:  Martha Graham
13.  
Its full name is 3,4-Dihydroxyphenylethylamine [DIE-hy-drawk-see-FEE-nel THIGH-luh-meen]. It's a monoamine [maw-nuh-ah-MEEN] intermediate in the biosynthesis of noradrenaline [nor-ah-DREH-nah-lin] and adrenaline from phenylalanine [fee-nell-lah-LAH-neen] and tyrosine. Name this neurotransmitter which a lack of results in Parkinson's disease.

ANSWER:  dopamine
14.  
This word forms the V in the acronym VESPR [veh-SPER], or (BLANK) shell electron-pair repulsion. What is this term that describes electrons in the outermost shell of an atom?

ANSWER:  valence
15.  
His time on Devil's Island hurt his health, and so he retired in 1907, but was called up to serve in various posts around Paris during World War I. Another officer, Ferdinand Esterhazy, was the actual villain in his famous 'affair,' passing secret information to the Germans. What Jewish captain in the French army was falsely convicted of espionage in 1894 and pardoned in 1899?

ANSWER: Alfred Dreyfus
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  
His funeral in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1953, was the largest ever held in that state. In 1949, he performed his breakthrough hit, "Lovesick Blues." Other hits include "Cold, Cold Heart" and "Jambalaya (On the Bayou)." Who is this legendary country singer that died at age 30 whose biggest hits also included "Kaw-Liga" [kaw-LIE-guh], "Hey, Good Looking" and "Your Cheatin' Heart"?

ANSWER: Hank Williams, Sr. (accept Hank, Senior)

2. 
His conclusions, which became the basis for much of Isaac Newton's work and vindicated Copernican theory, were derived almost exclusively from the astronomical observations of Tycho (ty-ko) Brahe (bra-he). Name this astronomer known for his three laws of planetary motion.

ANSWER: Johannes (yo-han-ness) Kepler
3.  
It was originally said with a salute, named for its original author, Francis Bellamy. The salute's resemblance to the Nazi salute forced a replacement with today's 'hand over heart' method. The 1943 case of West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette prevented schools from punishing students who do not recite it. The inclusion of the phrase 'under God' is the main objection today with what oath of allegiance to the United States and its flag?

ANSWER: Pledge of Allegiance
4. 
It comes from the Arabic for the science of reuniting. What is this word for a high school subject in which symbols, usually letters, represent numbers or members of a set of numbers to which the same operations apply?

ANSWER: algebra
5.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A Scholastic Bowl season is 10 games. Team A has averaged 220 points per game through nine matches. They win their final match 200 to 170. What is the team’s average points scored per game at the end of the season?

ANSWER: 218 points per game 
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