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Match #14

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
As the events of this novel move back and forth through time, the reader learns that the title character is killed by her mother, who will not allow her daughter to be returned to slavery. The ghost of the murdered daughter returns as a twenty-year-old girl to haunt the Ohio house where her mother and sister live in what Toni Morrison novel? 

ANSWER: Beloved
2.
N2H4CO is the formula for what substance, the first organic compound to be artificially synthesized?

ANSWER:  urea
3. 
The Minnesota North Stars offered all of their 1984 draft picks to acquire the rights to this player, while the Quebec Nordiques tried to trade all three of the Stasny brothers for him.  Given the number "66," which was Wayne Gretzky's number upside down, he scored 85 goals in 1989 and led his team to Stanley Cup titles in 1991 and 1992.  Who is this current owner and still a player for the Pittsburgh Penguins?

ANSWER:  Mario Lemieux (leh-MYOO) 

4. 
In 1970, he became President after the death of his predecessor. In 1973, he became known as the 'Hero of the Crossing' for planning the successful breach of the Bar-Lev Line on the Suez Canal. Boutros-Boutros Ghali and Hosni Mubarak were also injured during the October 6, 1981, assassination of what President of Egypt? 

ANSWER: Anwar el-Sadat
5. 
The first element with an average atomic mass above 200, its atomic number is 80.  Name this element also known as quicksilver.

ANSWER:  mercury
6. 
By 1800, 20 percent of US government revenues went to them. The first war against them was fought between 1801 and 1805 and included the exploits referred to in the Marine Corps Hymn as 'the shores of Tripoli'. The second war was fought in 1815 and was a decisive victory for the Americans, ending for good the threat of piracy from what group of nations in North Africa?

ANSWER: Barbary Pirates or Barbary States
7. 
So many of these medals were made for the planned US invasion of the Japanese Home Islands that no new ones needed to be made until the 2003 Persian Gulf War. On its front, inside a gold border, is a profile of George Washington. Frostbite and sunburn victims will not receive it, but friendly fire victims can receive what medal generally awarded to US soldiers who are injured in combat?

ANSWER: Purple Hearts

8. 
In this William Butler Yeats (yates) poem, Yeats compares two visits that he made to a park, nineteen years apart. He observes the swans at a pond, lamenting that 'All's changed" since his previous visit, which also reflects his advancing age. Name this poem.

ANSWER: The Wild Swans at Coole" (kool-e) 

9. 
This Spanish courtship dance dates back as far as 1400 years.  Done in either 3/4 or 6/8 time, dancers do not touch each other but "flirt" by stamping their feet to the rhythm of castanets and a guitar.  What is this dance that is mentioned in Queen's "Bohemian Rhapsody", as Freddie Mercury asks Scaramouche to do it?

ANSWER:  fandango
10. 
In Australia, they are known as willy willies. A fortunate encounter with one by the Mars Spring rover increased its lifespan, with high winds cleaning the solar panels. What are these nearly half-a-mile high rotating updrafts, common in sandy areas, that resemble small tornados?

ANSWER: dust devil
11. 
The talus, calcaneus, cuboid, navicular, medial cuneiform, intermediate cuneiform, and lateral cuneiform are the bones in what group?

ANSWER:  tarsal or tarsus (do NOT accept metatarsals)

12. 
What word, ending in the Greek suffix "-mancy," names the practice of supposedly communicating with the spirits of the dead in order to predict the future?

ANSWER: necromancy
13. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a trapezoid with height 11 inches and bases, in inches, of 5 and 7?

ANSWER:  66 square inches
14. 
 He was either the biological or adopted son of Gordius and Cybele (SIH-bul-ee).  Either way, he became King of Phyrgia (FRIH-gee-uh), and he pleased Dionysus by treating the god's tutor Silenus kindly.  In return, Dionysus offered this man a wish that he later regretted.  Who was this king that ended up turning his daughter and his food into gold?

ANSWER:  Midas
15. 
This river valley is some of the most fertile land on Earth with a population of 500 million. According to Hindu myth, Brahma created this river from the sweat of Vishnu's feet. However, the Hindu belief that bathing in it can wash sins away has helped it become one of the world's most polluted rivers. What is this river whose valley dominates northern India? 

ANSWER: Ganges River

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
Name the African-American writer who changed his name to Imamu Amiri Baraka.

ANSWER: Leroi Jones
1B.  
What process that gives the title 'Blessed' requires intercession in one miracle, and is the last process before canonization, or granting sainthood?

ANSWER: beatification
2A.  
What branch of algebra involves the study of vector spaces, including matrixes?

ANSWER:  linear algebra

2B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the diameter of a circle with an area of 81 pi square inches?

ANSWER:  18 inches
3A. 
What battle fought on October 25, 1415, saw Henry V lead the English army to a near destruction of the French army during the Hundred Years' War?

ANSWER: Agincourt
3B.  
In what type of tissue is fat stored?

ANSWER:  adipose
4A.  
What ruling party ended a 40-year state of emergency in Syria this past June, but is probably better known for being synonymous with Saddam Hussein's Iraq?

ANSWER: Ba'ath Party

4B. 
In the sentence "Magazines that inform and entertain are my favorite," identify the adjective clause.

ANSWER: that inform and entertain
5A.  
What math term is also a bone located next to the ulna?

ANSWER:  radius
5B.  
What is the name of the currency of South Korea?

ANSWER: won
6A. 
 Who was the only Vice-President of the Confederate States of America?

ANSWER: Alexander Stephens
6B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the numbers from 1 to 20?

ANSWER:  210
7A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 3 cubed plus 4 cubed?

ANSWER:  91
7B. 
What computer language is paired with the GUI interface Tk (tee-kay) and includes the extension Expect, which allows automated logins using ftp and telnet?

ANSWER: Tcl (either tee-cee-ell or tickle) 

8A.  
If a French speaker says, 'J'ai peur de Francois' [ZHAY purr dih frahn-SWAH], what feeling does the speaker have towards Francois?

ANSWER: fear
8B.  
What 1987 opera by John Coolidge Adams recounts the diplomatic visit of an American president to a Communist regime?

ANSWER:  Nixon in China
9A.  
For water, it is 40.8 kilojoules per mole. What is this amount of energy needed to turn one mole of a substance from a liquid into a gas?

ANSWER:  _heat of vaporization_

9B. 
"Full fathom five thy father lies" are sung to Ferdinand by what airy spirit in The Tempest?

ANSWER: Ariel
10A.  
What infomercial veteran, convicted felon, and complete fraud is the author of the top-selling nonfiction book Natural Cures "They" Don't Want You to Know About?

ANSWER:  Kevin Trudeau
10B. 
What Italian patriot led his army of 'Red Shirts' to the conquest of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, further enabling the unification of Italy?

ANSWER: Giuseppe Garibaldi
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
He was born in Hanover County, Virginia, in 1777, and apprenticed to George Wythe. He was elected Speaker of the US House of Representatives in his first term and vigorously advocated a series of internal improvements and protective tariffs he called the 'American System.' Who is this man known as the Great Compromiser for his work on the Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850?

ANSWER: Henry Clay
2. 
Leonhard Euler [OY-ler] showed that they were infinite in number by showing that the sequence of their reciprocals diverged infinitely. The fundamental theorem of arithmetic states that all numbers can be written as the product of one or more of what numbers that whose only factors are one and itself?

ANSWER:  prime numbers

3. 
In T. H. White's The Sword and the Stone, what is the name of the imaginary animal that the knight hunts?

ANSWER: The Questing Beast
4. 
He was killed in 1844 by a mob that was attacking the jail in Carthage, Illinois, which was near his planned community of Nauvoo [nah-OO-voo]. His first wife, Emma, denied until her dying day that he was engaging in polygamy, and his death led to a succession crisis that was resolved by the rise of Brigham Young. Who was this founder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints?

ANSWER: Joseph Smith
5. 
Despite only being about 60 million miles from Earth, only about 40% of it has been mapped. Ancient Greeks thought it was two separate heavenly bodies named Hermes and Apollo, but Pythagoras proved that it was one planet. What is this closest planet to the sun?

ANSWER: Mercury
6. 
He was awarded the 1934 Nobel Prize in chemistry for his discovery of deuterium and the isolation of heavy water. Who was this American chemist?

ANSWER: Harold Clayton Urey
7. 
The notorious outlaw John Wesley Hardin called this city home for much of his life. The Pentagon Base Realignment and Closing commission has determined Fort Bliss, which is near this city, will gain 18,000 soldiers in coming years. Country singer Marty Robbins often sang of what city located across the Rio Grande from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, and located at the western tip of Texas?

ANSWER: El Paso, Texas

8. 
On September 16, she issued a statement calling for the US to end the military occupation of New Orleans. On August 15, she stated that she would not have acted any different had her son, Casey, died in Afghanistan. What peace activist camped outside President Bush's Crawford ranch for a month? 

ANSWER: Cindy Sheehan
9. 
This title character, in his desire to become wealthy, squeezed money out of speculators, landjobbers, tradesmen, and merchants in his position as a usurer. Who is this early American literary figure that struck a deal with the devil in a Washington Irving short story?

ANSWER: "The Devil and Tom Walker"

10. 
His first novel concerns traditional Igbo life as it clashes with missionaries and colonial governments. Name this African writer of Arrow of God and Things Fall Apart.

ANSWER: Chinua Achebe (uh-cha-ba)

11. 
Like Peter O'Toole, he was nominated for an Academy Award seven times but never won.  He appeared onstage with London's Old Vic Company in 1953 and 1954, and then moved to Hollywood, where he appeared in such films as Look Back in Anger and Under Milk Wood.  Who was this British actor and co-star of Cleopatra and The Taming of the Shrew with wife Elizabeth Taylor?

ANSWER:  Richard Burton
12. 
What is the term for government by or subject to religious authority?

ANSWER: theocracy
13. 
It was established by refugees fleeing northern Italy from the Lombard invasions. It was nominally a part of the Byzantine Empire until the 9th century, when its ruling doges [DAW-juhz] established a republic. The republic lasted until 1797 when Napoleon gave it to the Austrians; nearly 70 years later, it became part of Italy. Marco Polo is the most famous citizen of what city that was a great rival to Genoa?

ANSWER: Venice
14. 
Famous alumni of this school's basketball team have included Hot Rod Hundley, NBA General Manager Rod Thorn, and Hall of Famer Jerry West.  After forty-plus years of mediocrity, coach John Beilein and players Mike Gansey and Kevin Pittsnogle led this team to the Elite Eight in 2005, falling just short of the Final Four in OT to Louisville.  What school's team, nicknamed the Mountaineers, is located in Morgantown?

ANSWER:  West Virginia University (accept "Mountaineers" until mentioned) 

15. 
1971 Nobel Prize for Physics winner Dennis Gabor developed what three-dimensional photography technology?

ANSWER:  holography or hologram
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
 A business electing to have payroll handled by an outside contractor is an example of this practice. In theory the business can save money by focusing on its core abilities, but communication issues can cost money. What is this practice that has become highly criticized in the past decade as corporations seek foreign, especially Indian and Chinese, contractors to perform work?

ANSWER: outsourcing
2. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Mike has $45. He sees an $80 sweater that is 40% off. In order to buy the sweater, how many dollars does Mike need to borrow from his friend?

ANSWER:  three dollars

3. 
Six men gather at the bar at the barricaded Weary Gentleman Saloon in an effort to keep the town drunk, Scratchy Wilson, from breaking down the door and killing someone because the town's sheriff has gone to San Antonio to get his mail-order bride. These events occur in what Stephen Crane short story?

ANSWER: "The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky"

4. 
Though the entire 469 miles of this road now enjoys All-American Road status, the Virginia portion was just awarded the title this year, along with the Colonial Parkway in Jamestown and the George Washington Parkway in Northern Virginia.  What is this road, which runs from Rockfish Gap in Albemarle County to Cumberland Knob in Grayson County?

ANSWER: Blue Ridge Parkway
5. 
Individuals with it usually have webbing of the neck, narrowing of the aorta, reduced height, and no pubic hair.  Name this genetic disorder caused by only having one X-chromosome.

ANSWER:  Turner's syndrome
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