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Match #24


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
 Most school districts have an officer assigned to catch students who are doing this. Unlike other school officers, he or she will go around the community, asking unaccompanied minors about their business. What is this term most often associated with missing school without an excuse?

ANSWER: truancy or truants 

2. 
They are created by a houngan [HOON-gun] or a mambo, and once created, have no will of its own, acting only under its creator's control. They have become popular in fiction, appearing in movies such as Night of the Living Dead, and seem to favor the brains of the living for food. What name is given by Voodoo practitioners to corpses that have become resurrected? 

ANSWER: zombies

3. 
She appeared alongside Meg Ryan and Dennis Quaid in the 1993 film Flesh and Bone.  Wisely turning down the role of Emma Peel in The Avengers, she took the title role of Emma Woodhouse, which led to her casting as Viola de Lesseps in Shakespeare in Love.  Now starring in the film Proof, who is this actress married to Coldplay lead singer Chris Martin, the mother of Apple?

ANSWER:  Gwyneth Paltrow
4. 
Which work by Richmond-born Tom Wolfe chronicles the psychedelic drug cultures of the 1960s? And "oh yeah," its title includes the name of a children's fruit-flavored drink.

ANSWER: The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test
5. 
The quantity 1 minus n to the minus two power times the Rydberg [rid-BERG] constant produces the wavelengths for what series of lines in hydrogen spectra?

ANSWER:  Lyman series

6. 
Parts of it include the Vanderbilt Hall, the Dining Concourse and the famous Main Concourse. It is located at 15 Vanderbilt Avenue, near the intersection of 42nd Street and Park Avenue. Once, it was a major cross-country railroad stop, but today it serves the New York subway and several commuter railroads. What is this train station that has the most platforms in the world?

ANSWER: Grand Central Station

7. 
According to legend, this man strung a broken ukulele from screen-door wire when he was five years old.  Merle Travis and Django (JAN-go) Reinhardt influenced his three-finger picking technique, and he was the co-creator of the "Nashville sound" of country music.  Name this legendary performer and producer, whose own songs included "Silver Bells" and "Yakety Axe".

ANSWER:  Chet Atkins
8. 
What pyrimidine base is found in RNA but not in DNA?

ANSWER:  uracil
9. 
What Latin preposition is translated as 'among' or 'between'? 

ANSWER: inter
10. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the degree measure of an angle whose supplement is 71 degrees?

ANSWER:  109 degrees
11. 
In this book, the autobiographical narrator married her cousin. In 1914, she went with him to Africa where they operated a coffee plantation in Kenya. Karen Blixen wrote what work about her years in Kenya under the pseudonym of Isak Dinesen (dee-nuh-sen)?

ANSWER: Out of Africa
12. 
They generally contain some sort of method of dealing with leachate and the gas produced by decomposition. In addition, a rubberized liner is underground to help prevent groundwater contamination. What facilities are the final destination for most trash in America?

ANSWER: landfills (do not accept 'dump')

13. 
Dr. Rank, Krogstad, Torvald and Nora are all characters in what Henrik Ibsen play?

ANSWER: A Doll's House
14. 
On January 3, 1958, an object disintegrated upon contact with the Earth's atmosphere. This object had two radio transmitters and weighed about 185 pounds. What is this object that had been launched on October 4, 1957, from the Baikonur Cosmodrome, the first artificial satellite to be put into space?

ANSWER: Sputnik 1

15. 
The speaker of this song does not think highly of himself:  he's a "no class, beat down fool," his "fashion sense is a little whack", and his "automobile is a piece of crap".  Where, however, does Rivers Cuomo "want to be, rolling like a celebrity" in a 2005 Top Ten song by his band Weezer?

ANSWER:  "Beverly Hills"
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  
What particle is made up of two up quarks and a down quark?

ANSWER:  proton
1B. 
What is the term for the act of killing one’s own father?

ANSWER: patricide
2A. 
What town in Ireland did British soldiers say it was a "long way to" in a World War I marching song?

ANSWER: Tipperary
2B.  
What process for making steel cheaply from pig iron removes the iron's impurities by blowing air through the molten iron?

ANSWER:  Bessemer process

3A.
What problem-solving technique in algebra replaces the expression ax2 + bx (ax squared plus bx) with the expression (ax+c)2 + d (quantity ax plus c squared plus d)? 

ANSWER:  completing the square
3B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 1444 into a Roman numeral.

ANSWER:  MCDXLIV
4A. 
 What newspaper was edited by extreme abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison from 1831 to 1866? 

ANSWER: The Liberator
4B.  
What office of the US government has a mission of "offering, at best value, superior workplaces, expert solutions, acquisition services and management policies?" 

ANSWER: General Services Administration or GSA
5A.  
What term in Islam refers to 'People of the Book,' usually referring to Jews and Christians who have protected, albeit second-class, status in lands under Islamic rule?

ANSWER: dhimmi [DIM-mee]

5B.  
What German term describes art that is an inferior copy of an original, but today has been used to describe bad and/or overly sentimental art?

ANSWER: kitsch
6A.  
In which stadium do the NFL's Washington Redskins play their home games, where they hope to complete a sweep of the Dallas Cowboys in 2005?

ANSWER: FedEx Field
6B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How much money is 7 quarters, 5 dimes, 3 nickels, and 7 pennies?

ANSWER:  $2.47
7A.  
What Ohio city is the headquarters of the Goodyear Tire and Rubber company and is the 'Rubber Capital of the World'?

ANSWER: Akron, Ohio

7B. 
Name the English poet who wrote, "Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey."

ANSWER: William Wordsworth
8A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope of a line parallel to the line 3x plus 9y equals 8?

ANSWER:  -1/3
8B. 
What Hapsburg emperor ruled Spain, Austria, the Netherlands, Sicily and Naples between 1516 and 1556, then abdicated and retired to a monastery?

ANSWER: Holy Roman Emperor Charles V or Charles I of Spain

9A. 
Little Men is one of the sequels to Louisa May Alcott's Little Women. Name the other.

ANSWER: Jo's Boys
9B.  
What classification is between order and genus?

ANSWER:  family
10A. 
What boundary between the Earth's crust and mantle is nicknamed the 'Moho'?

ANSWER: Mohorovicic [moh-hoh-roh-VEE-cheech] discontinuity
10B.  
After the indictment of Tom DeLay, what Missouri Republican quickly took over as Majority Leader?

ANSWER: Roy Blunt
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
The Mexicans surrendered it after the siege of Bexar [BAY-hahr]. Its defenders against the Mexican counterattack were the New Orleans Greys and the Tennessee Mounted Volunteers. Texan Colonel William Travis had attempted to negotiate surrender, but instead was forced to defend -- to the death -- what citadel in San Antonio that Santa Anna took after a two-week long siege? 

ANSWER: The Alamo
2. 
Which character in Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men wants to join Lennie and George in their dream to own a chicken and rabbit farm and has $350 to put toward the venture?

ANSWER: Candy
3.
He lives with his mother in a giant anchor. His daughter, Pearl, is a whale, even though he is not even a vertebrate. He turned a retirement home into a successful burger stand, despite the plotting of his nemesis, Sheldon J. Plankton. Who is the boss of Squidward Tentacles and SpongeBob SquarePants?

ANSWER: Eugene Krabs
4. 
The -a option shows all files, even those that start with a period. The -l (dash-ell) option shows the files with permissions, file size and last modified date. These options go with what two-letter UNIX command that takes the files in the current working directory and lists them?

ANSWER: ls (ell-ess)

5. 
The British rock band that performed “Bela Lugosi's Dead” and thus founded Goth music is also the name of what architecture school that flourished in Germany between 1919 and 1933, and is associated with Mies van der Rohe (mees van der ROH-hee) and Walter Gropius?

ANSWER: Bauhaus
6. 
 After Ragnarok, murderers and adulterers are punished in a hall in this realm.  Nastrond, also known as the Shore of Corpses where the serpent Nidhogg goes to eat and gnaw on Yggdrasil (ig-DRAH-sil), can be found here, and Hel's domain is a part of this larger world as well.  Norse for "house of mists," what is the name of this icy and foggy world in Norse mythology?

ANSWER:  Niflheim
7. 
This war included land battles such as Yalu River, Port Arthur and Mukden, and the naval battle of Tsushima (tsoo-SHEE-mah) Strait. Only the intervention of Theodore Roosevelt put an end to the conflict, which was resolved at the Treaty of Portsmouth. What was this war fought in 1904 and 1905 and, despite its name, fought mostly in China?

ANSWER: Russo-Japanese War

8. 
British journalist Christopher Hitchens has written a book about this man’s hypothetical trial for various war crimes committed in the 1970s by this American official. The overthrow of Chilean President Salvador Allende and failing to stop the Indonesian massacre in East Timor are among the charges leveled against what man that effectively ran American foreign policy between 1969 and 1977? 

ANSWER: Henry Kissinger
9.
What is the chemical formula for dichromate?

ANSWER:  _Cr2O7_

10. 
In the sentence "Mark tells whoever will listen about his job at the fire station," identify the noun clause.

ANSWER: whoever will listen
11. 
His daughter must have been very dear to him since he gave her name to the car he produced. Name this German inventor who built the first internal combustion engine in 1885 and whose company merged with that of Gustave Daimler in 1926.

ANSWER: Karl Benz (his daughter's name was Mercedes)

12. 
Symptoms include gum disease, joint paint and bruise-like marks on the skin. Well into the 20th century, doctors believed it was caused by canned food that had been tainted, but its cure had been known since the 18th century. What disease did the Royal Navy take along limes and lemons to fight?

ANSWER:  scurvy
13. 
Although President Reagan offered to share research results on this technology with the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev attempted to get the US to stop work on this program. It got its nickname from opponents of the program who derided it as science fiction. What is this ballistic missile defense program nicknamed "Star Wars?"

ANSWER: Strategic Defense Initiative or SDI (accept "Star Wars" before it is said)

14. 
It is behind only American Airlines in terms of passengers carried around the world. It is headquarted in Atlanta, Georgia. "We love to fly and it shows" is the most familiar slogan of what airline that filed for bankruptcy protection in September?

ANSWER: Delta Air Lines

15. 
Her best-remembered poems include "The Author to Her Book" and "Here follows some verse upon the Burning of our House." Name this American poet considered America's first poet of merit.

ANSWER: Anne Bradstreet
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If a drawer has 2 red socks and 6 green socks, what is the probability of pulling both red socks before pulling out a green sock?

ANSWER:  1/28
2. 
This type of tissue is more elastic in someone who is double-jointed. The suspensory, periodontal (pay-REE-oh-DAWN-tell) and the two cruciate (kroo-SHAIT) are the more familiar examples of what type of tissue that connects bones to other bones at a joint?

ANSWER: ligaments

3. 
It was signed in Rome in October 2004, but rejection votes by the Netherlands and France have all but killed the document in its current status because unanimous approval is required.  What is this document, designed to give legal status to the European Union?

ANSWER: Treaty to establish a Constitution for Europe (accept clear-knowledge equivalents)

4. 
What two-word phrase refers to a place where a feline might sleep or names a Kurt Vonnegut novel?

ANSWER: Cat's Cradle
5. 
His autobiography is titled The Seven Pillars of Wisdom and his life is featured in a 1962 film starring Peter O'Toole. Who is this British military officer that served as liaison during the Arab Revolt against the Ottoman Empire?

ANSWER: Lawrence of Arabia or Thomas Edward (T.E.) Lawrence
All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

