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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
In corporate law, it is the second 'L' in the abbreviation 'LLC' (spell it out). What is this term, which in accounting is something owed to someone else, and is the opposite of asset? 

ANSWER: liability
2. 
The leaders of Eastern Rite or Oriental Orthodox churches hold this title. Within the Roman Catholic Church, there are five people who hold this title, including the Pope. Within the Eastern Orthodox Church, there are nine people with this title, and the one in Constantinople also has the title 'Ecumenical'. What is this title that also applies to a powerful male head of the family?

ANSWER: patriarch
3. 
The Pure Food and Drug Act was inspired by the publication of what novel noted for its description of unclean conditions in Chicago meatpacking factories? It was written by Upton Sinclair.

ANSWER: The Jungle
4.  Armenian is considered the closest relative of this language, which is its own branch of the Indo-European tree. Modern speakers can read its Linear B inscriptions with some difficulty. Koine [KOY-nah] was the form used in New Testament times and Attic was the form used in the Classical period. What is this language spoken today in Athens?

ANSWER: Greek
5. 
Known for his wrought-iron structures, he erected a steel arch bridge 525 feet in height over the Douro River in Portugal, cast Bartholdi's colossal statue Liberty Enlightening the World, and then began construction of his greatest project, a tower in Paris that bears his name. Who was this French engineer and builder?

ANSWER: Gustave Alexandre Eiffel (eye-fel)

6. 
What is the charge of a sulfate anion?

ANSWER:  minus two
7. 
In the sentence "Cooking is an enjoyable activity," the word cooking is used as the subject. What do we call the -ing form of a verb used as a noun?

ANSWER: gerund (jair-und)

8. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 37 into a binary number.

ANSWER:  100101
9. 
As a child, he swore to Baal [BALE] that he would "use fire and steel to arrest the destiny of Rome." His famous elephant cavalry was finally neutralized when Scipio (SKIH-pee-oh) Africanus ordered his men to simply open holes in their lines, letting the elephants pass through harmlessly. The battle of Cannae (kah-NYE) was the greatest victory of what general who, during the Second Punic War, crossed the Alps with his Carthaginian army?

ANSWER: Hannibal Barca

10. 
He has spent time as an Athletic Director with two Division I universities and as a Vice President with the Chicago White Sox.  This Winchester state Senator calls himself a moderate, but is still technically a Republican. What independent candidate has many Virginians “wanting” him to be governor?

ANSWER: H. Russell "Russ" Potts
11. 
Silicon is the most commonly used example of what sort of material that is an insulator at low temperature, but allows electricity to pass through at room and higher temperatures? 
ANSWER: semiconductors
12. 
In this event's first year, Powerman 5000 appeared on the second stage, while Sepultura, Danzig, and Slayer all played the main stage.  A 2002 version was held in the UK, while this year's version featured a battle between the band Iron Maiden and the organizing family.  What is the name of this concert tour, put together by Sharon Osbourne and usually headlined by her husband?

ANSWER:  Ozzfest
13. 
In Greek, it was called Cynosura [sye-noh-SOO-rah], or 'tail of the dog.' It is over 430 light years from the earth and has an apparent magnitude of around 2. What is this brightest star in Ursa Major that by definition is never visible in the Southern Hemisphere?

ANSWER: Polaris or North Star
14. 
At the start of this battle, the US commander said, "You may fire when ready, Gridley." The Spanish fleet commanded by Patricio Montojo [moan-TOH-hoh], was destroyed in four hours at what May 1, 1898, battle where US forces were commanded by George Dewey?

ANSWER: Battle of Manila Bay
15. 
What poet commits a geographical mistake when he says "Or like stout Cortez when with Eagle eyes / He stared at the Pacific. . ." in his poem, "On First Looking into Chapman's Homer"?

ANSWER: John Keats
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the remainder when 780 is divided by 19?

ANSWER:  one
1B. 
In what Ernest Hemingway novel will you find the character Robert Jordan?

ANSWER: For Whom the Bell Tolls
2A. 
Name either the South Carolina representative or the Massachusetts Senator involved in the 1856 near-death beating by cane in the Senate chamber?

ANSWER: Preston Brooks or Charles Sumner
2B.  
Which composer created works such as the Christmas Oratorio, the Mass in B Minor, and the Brandenburg Concertos?

ANSWER:  Johann Sebastian Bach
3A. 
Immanuel Kant (kont) wrote three important critiques. One was Critique of Practical Reason; one was Critique of Judgment. Name the third.

ANSWER: Critique of Pure Reason
3B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 6 factorial minus 4 factorial?

ANSWER:  696
4A. 
Computer code that has a lot of GOTO (go to) statements and a confusing control structure is what kind of code that shares its name with a popular food that gets tangled easily?

ANSWER: spaghetti code

4B. 
What is the SI unit for force?

ANSWER:  newton
5A. 
What belief literally states that God is contained in everything, or that God and nature are equivalent?

ANSWER: pantheism
5B. 
How many seats are in the Virginia House of Delegates?

ANSWER: 100
6A. 
Apathy is a lack of feeling or emotion or complete indifference. What is the term for the complete understanding of another's feelings and motives because one has experienced similar situations?

ANSWER: empathy (do not accept sympathy)

6B. 
Identify the Langston Hughes poem from the line "Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?"

ANSWER: "A Dream Deferred"

7A. 
The video for what Top 10 Green Day song features actress Evan Rachel Wood lamenting her boyfriend's decision to enlist in the Armed Forces and serve in the Middle East?

ANSWER:  "Wake Me Up When September Ends"

7B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the degree measure of an angle whose complement is 31 degrees?

ANSWER:  59 degrees

8A. 
In the early Roman Empire, the daily wage for a laborer was one of -- what silver coin whose value was between an aureus and a sestertius (ses-TER-tee-us)?

ANSWER: denarius
8B. 
What type of cell division produces gametes?

ANSWER:  meiosis
9A. 
What phylum contains vertebrates?

ANSWER:  Chordata
9B. 
What university, in Waco, Texas, is the largest Baptist university in the world, with nearly 15,000 students?

ANSWER: Baylor University

10A. 
Name either of the two mathematicians credited with inventing calculus in the 17th century.

ANSWER:  Isaac Newton or Gottfried Wilhelm von Leibniz (LEYEB-nits)

10B. 
Hurricane Wilma became the most intense hurricane ever in the Atlantic, as measured by minimum central pressue. Wilma broke what hurricane's record set in 1988?

ANSWER: Gilbert
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
The Midway Plaisance near the University of Chicago.  Cherokee Park in Louisville, Kentucky.  The grounds of the United States Capitol, as well as the entire system of parks and parkways in Buffalo.  All of these open areas were designed by which landscape architect, best known for his creation of Central Park in New York City?

ANSWER:  Frederick Law Olmsted
2. 
In 1869, he became a full general and served as commander-in-chief of the US Army until his 1884 retirement. In 1884, he said in response to political rumors, "If nominated I will not run; if elected I will not serve." What man also said, "War is hell", perhaps thinking of his famous march through Georgia during the Civil War? 

ANSWER: William Tecumseh Sherman
3. 
There are 39 million of them in New Zealand.  Name this animal referred to by the term ovine.

ANSWER:  sheep
4. 
He is a prosperous real-estate broker, a pillar of his community, a civic booster, and a believer in achieving success for its own sake. Name this title character of Sinclair Lewis who lives in the town of Zenith.

ANSWER: George F. Babbitt
5. 
A Russian astrologer named Marina Bai (BYE)  sued NASA for $300 million, asserting the possibility that what probe's collision with Comet Tempel 1 may potentially steer the comet's orbit towards Earth and thus affect global cellular telephone communications?

ANSWER: Deep Impact
6. 
Some of them can be several miles wide, especially on the level prairies of the central US. Human use of these areas has occurred due to the fertility of their soils and their closeness to drinkable water. What areas of flat land next to rivers become periodically covered by water?

ANSWER: floodplain
7. 
It flows near the New Madrid Fault Zone, which generates earthquakes that periodically change its course. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has built a series of locks to keep the river on its present course and to enable barge traffic. Lake Itasca in Minnesota is the source of what river, whose name means 'Father of Waters' in Algonquin, that roughly splits the US into two? 

ANSWER: Mississippi River

8.  A mountain in northwestern Africa is named after him, as supposedly Perseus turned him into stone after he refused to shelter the hero.  He was the one who recovered the Golden Apples of the Hesperides (hes-PAIR-uh-deez) for Heracles, but that hero tricked him into resuming his eternal burden.  Who was this son of a Titan that was forced to hold the sky on his shoulders?

ANSWER:  Atlas
9. 
He won the Battle of the Nile, forcing Napoleon to retreat from France. Aside from his service in the Royal Navy, he was perhaps best known for his affair with the wife of the British ambassador to Naples, Emma Hamilton. What British admiral commanded at, but died during, the battle of Trafalgar?

ANSWER: Lord Horatio Nelson
10. 
The title of what work of English literature is the same as the Hebrew translation of "Beelzebub"? It was written by William Golding.

ANSWER: Lord of the Flies
11. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the square root of 704 in simplified form?

ANSWER: 8 square roots of 11
12. 
Miho Hatori from Cibo (CHEE-bo) Matto and Tina Weymouth and Chris Frantz from The Talking Heads have contributed musically to this group.  The brainchild of Damon Albarn from Blur and Tank Girl creator Jamie Hewlett, its members include 14-year old guitarist Noodle, drummer Russel Hobbs, bassist Murdoc Niccals, and lead singer 2D.  Identify this animated band, collaborators with De La Soul on "Feel Good Inc."

ANSWER:  Gorillaz
13. 
The words of this poem have been set to music and are most often heard on New Year's Eve. What is this poem written by Robert Burns?

ANSWER: "Auld Lang Syne"

14. 
The "doctrine" named for this man stated that no country could ever leave the Communist orbit, and was used to justify the invasions of Czechoslovakia in 1968 and Afghanistan in 1979. Under his rule, relations with China continued to worsen and an era of detente (day-TAWNT) was established with the United States. Who ruled the Soviet Union between 1964 and 1982?

ANSWER: Leonid Brezhnev
15. 
What body part is referred to by the word cephalic?

ANSWER:  head
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the remainder when 1550 is divided by 34?

ANSWER:  20
2. 
What highly poisonous liquid consists of isopropyl alcohol with some methyl alcohol and is used to disinfect surfaces?

ANSWER:  rubbing alcohol
3. 
A second compromise was necessary for the final admission of the titular state, where the state legislature pledged not to enforce a constitutional amendment that prohibited the entry of "free negroes and mulattoes" into the state. Maine was admitted as a free state to balance out the Senate in what 1820 compromise negotiated by Henry Clay?

ANSWER: Missouri Compromise
4. 
Myfanwy Piper wrote the libretto to this 1954 twelve-tone opera.  At the premiere in Venice, David Hemmings played Miles, Jennifer Vyvyan portrayed the governess, and tenor Peter Pears took the lead role of Quint.  Featuring sixteen scenes, a prologue, and two acts, what was this Benjamin Britten opera based on a novella of the same name by Henry James?

ANSWER:  The Turn of the Screw
5. 
If you are afraid of many things, from what type of phobia do you suffer?

ANSWER: polyphobia
All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

