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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
This Charlotte-born, registered Democrat was supposed to officiate at President Reagan's funeral in 2004, but double hip replacement surgery prevented him from doing so.  Raised a Presbyterian, what Knight Commander of the British Empire and Congressional Gold Medal winner announced that he would hold his final "Crusade" in June 2005?

ANSWER: Rev. Dr. William Franklin "Billy" Graham, Jr. KBE

2. 
The bundle of His, Purkinje fibers and the tricuspid valve are parts of what organ that also contains atria and ventricles?

ANSWER:  heart
3. 
In July she asked her entire Cabinet to resign.  This was following allegations the month prior that she rigged the 2004 general elections.  Former President Corazon Aquino and others have led the call for the resignation of what current Philippine President?

ANSWER: Gloria Arroyo
4. 
In this poem, subtitled "The Pool Players, Seven at the Golden Shovel," the narrators “thin gin, sing sin, jazz June, lurk late, strike straight, left school and die soon”. What is this poem by Gwendolyn Brooks?

ANSWER: "We Real Cool"

5. 
Giovanni was the first member of this family to enter banking. Gian Gastone was the last member of this family to hold the title of Duke of Tuscany. Lorenzo the Magnificent was the most famous leader of what Italian family that were bankers to the Pope and rulers of Florence?

ANSWER: de' Medici (may-DEE-chee)

6. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the remainder when 1900 is divided by 28?

ANSWER:  24
7. 
In 1969, after an explosion in a West Virginia mine, Congress ordered reforms to eliminate it; however, 1500 people die of it every year. Its symptoms include shortness of breath similar to asthma and spittle with a characteristic color. What form of pneumoconiosis (noo-moh-KOH-nee-oh-sis) is most prevalent among coal miners, the result of breathing in too much coal dust?

ANSWER: black lung disease

8. 
He rushed for 2554 yards and 39 touchdowns in high school, but few scouts recruited him, and he landed at Texas Christian University.  While at TCU he ran for the sixth-most yards in Division I history, 406 of them in a 1999 game against UTEP.  Selected fifth in the NFL draft when his current team traded down from the top slot, who is this star running back and #1 Fantasy Football stud for the San Diego Chargers?

ANSWER:  LaDainian Tomlinson
9. 
He commented during the Texas Revolution, "What was treason in me thirty years ago, is patriotism now," remarking on his 1807 treason trial, where he had allegedly tried to set up an independent republic west of the Appalachians. What man had, seven years earlier, lost the Presidency due to the plotting of Alexander Hamilton, a man he then shot in an 1804 duel?

ANSWER: Aaron Burr
10.  In French, the word 'ce' [seh] means the demonstrative adjective 'this', in the masculine singular form. What is the masculine singular form of the French demonstrative adjective meaning 'that'?

ANSWER: ce [seh] [The word is the same]

11. 
With a half-life of 5,730 years old, it is used to measure the age of organic samples.  Name this isotope of carbon.

ANSWER:  carbon-14
12. 
After his tactical manual Infantry Attacks was published, Hitler placed him in charge of training the Hitler Youth. Later on, he commanded a German division in the invasion of France. He later commanded the German defense against D-Day. However, he was forced to commit suicide for his alleged involvement in the Hitler assassination plot. What World War II general earned the nickname, 'The Desert Fox', as commander of the Deutsche Afrika Korps? 

ANSWER: Erwin Rommel

13. 
If you enjoy acting, you might be termed one of these, which gets its name from the reputed father of Greek drama. What is the term?

ANSWER: thespian
14. 
Neighborhoods in this city include Flores [FLOH-rays] and Belgrano [bel-GRAH-noh]. The football rivalry between Boca Juniors and River Plate is this city's main sporting event. It was founded in 1536 and was the capital of the Spanish Viceroyalty of the Rio de la Plata [PLAH-tah]. The dance called the tango originated in what city, today the capital of Argentina?

ANSWER: Buenos Aires [bway-NOHS EYE-rays]

15.  Adherents of this god believed they could be protected from him by wearing a mosquito net.  Often depicted as red and carrying a drum, he protected Japan from Mongol invasion by hurling lightning on the invading fleet.  Name this god of thunder and lightning, namesake of a fighter with similar powers in Mortal Kombat.

ANSWER:  Raiden
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
Name the American author who won a Pulitzer Prize in 1962 for his novel The Reivers. 

ANSWER:  William Faulkner
1B. 
What is the SI unit for luminous intensity?

ANSWER:  candela
2A. 
The writing on the wall, 'mene mene tekel upharsin' [MEH-neh MEH-neh TEH-kel OOP-har-seen], appeared in the Book of Daniel, during the feast of what last Babylonian king?

ANSWER: Belshazzar
2B. 
What U.S. highway runs from Cumberland Gap, Tennessee, along the southern border of Virginia, ending in Virginia Beach, and is the longest highway in Virginia?

ANSWER: United States Highway 58 or Route 58
3A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the even numbers from 2 to 10?

ANSWER:  30
3B.
A near-riot ensued at the 1913 premiere of which ballet with a pagan theme by Igor Stravinsky?

ANSWER:  The Rite of Spring (or Sacre du printemps)

4A. 
What name is given to the electric jets, often appearing in pairs or triplets, that appear atop shipmasts or building spires during thunderstorms, and are named for the patron saint of sailors?

ANSWER: St. Elmo's Fire
4B. 
Which of Tennyson's poems is set during the Crimean War battle of Balaclava?

ANSWER: "The Charge of the Light Brigade"

5A. 
The Taft-Hartley Act of 1947 allowed states to pass what type of laws that forbid workplaces from making their employees join a union?

ANSWER: right-to-work laws

5B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the radian measure of 135 degrees?

ANSWER:  (3 pi)/4 or .75 pi
6A. 
What type of bone has a sharp turn called a costal angle?

ANSWER:  ribs

6B. 
Literally meaning "with the feet opposite," what term is used for the parts of the globe, or their inhabitants, that are diametrically opposite?

ANSWER: antipodes (an-TIP-o-deez)

7A. 
The title of John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men comes from a poem by what Scottish poet?

ANSWER: Robert Burns
7B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is i to the 223rd power?

ANSWER:  negative i
8A. 
The EPA announced in June that what Dupont-manufactured non-stick plastic is a likely carcinogen?

ANSWER: Teflon
8B. 
Which young actor starred as Legolas in "The Lord of the Rings" trilogy, as Will Turner in "Pirates of the Caribbean", and as Drew Baylor in "Elizabethtown"?

ANSWER:  Orlando Bloom
9A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In a fraction in simplest terms, what is 3/7 plus 7/9 plus 5/21?

ANSWER:  13/9 (27/63 + 49/63 + 15/63)

9B.
What is the atomic number of lead?

ANSWER:  82
10A.
What Irish High King defeated the Vikings for good at the Battle of Clontarf in 1014 AD?

ANSWER: Brian Boru
10B. 
What general, who had run for President in 1852, was the commander-in-chief of the US Army at the outbreak of the Civil War?

ANSWER: Winfield Scott
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
What name is given to the openings, protected by 'guard cells', on plant leaves?

ANSWER:  stoma or stomata
2. 
This historical novel by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn (sol-zhe-neet-sin) deals with Germany's crushing victory over Russia in the Battle of Tannenberg. What is this novel named for the eighth month of the first year of World War I?

ANSWER: August 1914
3. 
In the U.S., what is the most common of the four major blood types?

ANSWER:  O
4. 
Eighty pieces line the 100-square board at the beginning of this game.  Seven of a player's pieces are immovable, and most of the movable ones can move only one square at a time, with the exception of Scouts.  Identify this military-themed tactical board game, where the object is to capture the opponent's flag.

ANSWER:  Stratego
5. 
This term was first recorded in 1896, describing how kittens learned new behaviors by imitating their mothers. What name is also given to attempts to mimic an earlier, notorious crime, especially murders? 

ANSWER: copycat
6. 
The 'Babylonian' version of this book is the most common, although there is also a 'Jerusalem' version. Its first section is the Mishnah, a codification of Jewish customs, traditions and history, compiled by the Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi around 200 AD. Its second section is the Gemara [gheh-MAH-rah], which is discussion about the Mishnah -- the two versions have different Gemaras. What is this complement to the Torah within Judaism?

ANSWER: Talmud
7. 
In the sentence "This new broccoli dish you made tastes delicious," identify the predicate adjective.

ANSWER: delicious
8. 
He was an American soldier and a member of the French Legion who was killed in 1916, but not before writing the poem "I Have a Rendezvous with Death." Name this poet whose last name is pronounced similarly to the last name of a folk singer Pete and a rocker Bob. 

ANSWER: Alan Seeger
9.
What is the chemical formula for glucose?

ANSWER:  _C6H12O6_

10. 
Major conflicts in this war included the battles of Goose Green and Stanley, as well as naval battles that resulted in the sinking of HMS Sheffield and General Belgrano. The US remained officially neutral, as it wanted to see a major NATO ally fight a war on its own; the losing side overestimated its friendship with President Reagan. What war was fought in 1982 in the South Atlantic between Argentina and the United Kingdom?

ANSWER: Falklands or Falkland Islands War

11. 
Marc Chagall (shah-GALL) created a set of twelve works in this genre, depicting the tribes of Israel.  Popular in Gothic times, the nineteenth century Gothic Revival inspired artists William Morris, John LaFarge, and Edward Burne-Jones to take up the form.  What is this method of adding color to windows, mastered around 1900 in the lamps and other Art Nouveau work of Louis Tiffany?

ANSWER:  stained glass
12. 
Name the English-born fantasy author whose series include Bio of a Space Tyrant, The Apprentice Adept, and Xanth (zanth).

ANSWER: Piers Anthony
13. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 14 percent of 760?

ANSWER:  106.4
14. 
Visual examples of this computer science concept include the Cantor set. The quicksort algorithm is one example of what computer science concept where a function calls itself?

ANSWER: recursion or recursive functions

15. 
The operant type of this is associated with B.F. Skinner. An example of this would be a rat learning to push a lever because it received food after pushing the lever. The classical type is associated with Ivan Pavlov. An example would be associating a favorite song with a loved one. What is this psychological term where a patient learns responses to a stimulus after several repetitions?

ANSWER: conditioning
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
Hortensio, Lucentio, and Cremio court Bianca while Petruchio (puh-TROO-ke-o) tries to subdue the temper of Katherine in what Shakespeare play?

ANSWER: The Taming of the Shrew
2. 
Stories from Plutarch (plu-tark) and Livy describe the catapult, the compound pulley, and a burning mirror. They were all invented for the defense of Syracuse by what man who is perhaps better known for his approximation of pi and for his theorem on the weight of a body immersed in a liquid, a discovery that prompted him to shout "Eureka!"

ANSWER: Archimedes (ark-uh-MEED-eez)

3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a circle with a circumference of 10 pi feet?

ANSWER:  25 pi square feet
4. 
He played basketball for Kansas before World War II, where he received a wound in the hills of northern Italy that paralyzed his right arm. He was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1960, and to the U.S. Senate in 1968. Since his retirement from politics, he has lost the use of his left arm and endorsed Pepsi and Viagra. Who lost the 1996 Presidential election to Bill Clinton?

ANSWER: Robert "Bob" Dole
5. 
This seven-letter term can be applied to madrigals of the early seventeenth century, but it is better known for its association with symphonies.  Like the minuet, it is in 3/4 time, but it is usually faster, and it replaced the minuet as the third movement of most symphonies by the eighteenth century.  What is this term that comes from the Italian for "joke" and refers to a lighthearted piece within a symphony?

ANSWER:  scherzo (SCARE-tzoh)
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