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Match #44


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. By cheating, Billy increased his chances of winning a game against Stan from 45% to 60%. How much more money did Billy make due to his cheating if they played 100 games with an average prize of $50 per game?

ANSWER: $750 (15 games * $50)

2.
In Victor Hugo's Les Miserables (luh mee-zay-rabl), who is the little orphan girl adopted by Jean (zhon) Valjean (val-zhon)?

ANSWER: Cosette
3. 
At age 17, he became the youngest player ever selected to the Russian National Team, scoring a goal and two assists in a 2003 European championship.  He played four years for Dynamo Moscow, and in 2004 was selected #1 in the NHL Draft.  Who is this star forward for the Washington Capitals who scored in his first eight NHL games, yet is often overshadowed by 2005 #1 pick Sidney Crosby?

ANSWER:  Alexander Ovechkin (oh-VETCH-kin) 

4. 
He was initially ordained a minister in the Disciples of Christ. He formed his church in Indianapolis, later moving to San Francisco and then to the jungles of Guyana, where he entered infamy. Who was this leader of the People's Temple that ordered over 900 of his followers to drink cyanide-laced Kool-Aid?

ANSWER: Rev. Jim Jones
5. 
What organ contains sacs called alveoli?

ANSWER:  lungs

6. 
Abbreviated K, what is the maximum population size that can be supported indefinitely by a given environment?

ANSWER:  carrying capacity
7. 
I equals I sub zero times cosine squared theta is what law relating to polarization?

ANSWER:  Malus' law

8. 
In the top left of this work, one can view the following sentence:  "I pressed the fire control, and ahead of me rockets blazed through the sky".  The left of the painting shows a gray American fighter plane, while the right depicts an explosion in red and yellow, with the title of the painting above.  Identify this 1963 work by Roy Lichtenstein, whose name is similar to the 1980s pop duo responsible for "Careless Whisper" and "Wake Me Up Before You Go-Go".

ANSWER:  Whaam!
9. 
The Chickahominy tribe managed to maintain their independence from his confederation. Wahunsacock (wah-HOON-sah-cock) was the given name of what Indian chief that ruled much of Eastern Virginia at the time of the arrival of the Jamestown colonists?

ANSWER: Powhatan
10.
Albert Kropp, Paul Baumer, Mueller, and Stanislau Katzinsky are all characters in what classic novel about World War I written by Remarque (re-mark)?

ANSWER: All Quiet on the Western Front
11. 
You know that Herman Melville wrote Moby Dick and that Ishmael is the narrator and the story takes place aboard the Pequod, but from what island off Cape Cod does the Pequod sail?

ANSWER: Nantucket
12. 
By 2700 BC, the Egyptians had started using 23 "unilateral signs" to spell out foreign names and loanwords. Semitic people took this idea and ran with it, most notably the Phoenicians and Arameans. The Greeks introduced vowels to what system of written symbols, each of which represents an individual sound in a language?

ANSWER: alphabet
13. 
The division bryophyta (bree-oh-fee-tuh) in the plant kingdom are what type of non-vascular plants that rarely grow over two inches in height and will cover stationary surfaces, like logs and rocks, but do not 'gather' on rolling stones?

ANSWER:  mosses

14. 
What position, currently held by Rowan Williams, is the leader of the Anglican Communion?

ANSWER: Archbishop of Canterbury
15. 
Dancer Ida Rubinstein provided the original impetus for this composition.  Its composer wanted to orchestrate parts of Isaac Albeniz's Iberia, but Albeniz gave the rights to a Spanish composer.  Instead, what 1928 work did Maurice Ravel base on a popular Spanish dance, and has since appeared in Futurama, the 1984 Winter Olympics, and the movie "10"?

ANSWER:  Bolero
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
Hero or Heron's formula is used to calculate the area of what shape?

ANSWER:  triangles

1B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A PE teacher wants his students to burn 400 calories an hour. Of a 90-minute class, no calories are burned for 10 of those minutes. To the nearest integer, how many calories get burned during the class?

ANSWER: 533 (it's 533 1/3 actually)

2A. 
What general commanded US forces in Vietnam between 1964 and 1968 and was replaced with Creighton Abrams?

ANSWER: William Westmoreland
2B. 
The single or double-reeded chanter creates melody for which musical instrument, commonly played in Scotland?

ANSWER:  bagpipes
3A. 
This type of character remains the same throughout a narrative, not changing beyond the way he or she is first presented. What is this term, opposite of dynamic?

ANSWER: static
3B. 
What term was coined in the 1970s to describe the simultaneous slow economic growth and high rises in prices?

ANSWER: stagflation
4A. 
Tiger Woods has won what April event held in Augusta, Georgia four times, also won six times by Jack Nicklaus, including at age 46?

ANSWER:  The Masters
4B. 
Name either of the two possible values for the spin of an electron?

ANSWER: 1/2 or -1/2 (one-half or negative one-half)

5A. 
What chemical property, related to ductility, enables a material to be hammered into sheets?

ANSWER:  malleability
5B. 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge and Robert Southey are two of the three poets known as the Lake Poets because they lived in the Lake District in northwest England. Name the third member of this group.

ANSWER: William Wordsworth
6A. 
This mystery writer's works are set in the Navajo areas of northern New Mexico. Name this author of Coyote Waits and Thief of Time.

ANSWER: Tony Hillerman
6B. 
Raskolnikov is a character in what Dostoyevsky novel?

ANSWER:  Crime and Punishment
7A. 
Merck Pharmaceuticals was ordered to pay $253 million in damages in a wrongful death lawsuit associated with what now-discontinued painkiller?

ANSWER: Vioxx
7B. 
What collection of scrolls dating from around the time of Christ were written and collected by a Jewish sect called the Essenes, and stored in their compound at Qumran (KOOM-rahn)?

ANSWER: Dead Sea Scrolls

8A. 
What name was given to the Semitic people who ruled Egypt between the Middle and New Kingdoms?

ANSWER: Hyksos
8B. 
What city in Northern Ireland was the site of the Bloody Sunday incident and has the prefix 'London' attached to it by many Protestants?

ANSWER: Derry
9A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many minutes are in the month of March?

ANSWER: 44,640 (60 * 24 * 31)

9B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the product of the quantity 3 plus 8i and the quantity 4 plus 5i?

ANSWER:  negative 28 plus 47i
10A. 
The acronym KBO refers to objects, such as Sedna and possibly even Pluto, that are in what "belt" that extends along the solar system out to the Oort cloud?

ANSWER: Kuiper (kuy-per) belt

10B. 
What is the term for cells that lack a nucleus?

ANSWER: prokaryote
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
Originally introduced in 1996 at the behest of the Clinton Administration, seven years of corruption and scandal finally culminated the with suspension of two UN officials in August 2005 with the release of a scathing report by Paul Volcker. Kofi Annan was also identified as complicit to corruption in what program designed to bring humanitarian supplies to the people of Iraq?

ANSWER: The oil for food program

2. 
The asthenosphere (as-thee-noh-sfeer) is the uppermost part of this layer of the Earth. What is this part of the earth between the liquid outer core and the solid crust? 

ANSWER: mantle
3. 
Take a 2-by-2 identity matrix. What is the sum of all four elements in that matrix?

ANSWER:  two
4. 
The only President of France's Second Republic and the only Emperor of France's Second Empire was what French ruler defeated in the Franco-Prussian War?

ANSWER: Napoleon III or Louis Napoleon (do NOT accept just Napoleon)

5. 
The short story "Sophistication" features George Willard and Helen White. "Sophistication" is part of what larger work created by Sherwood Anderson?

ANSWER: Winesburg, Ohio
6. 
Its best years were in the 1920s under Gustav Stresemann (shtreh-SEH-man). It ended on March 23, 1933, with the passage of the Enabling Act, which put all power in the hands of the Chancellor. The hyperinflation of the early 1920s was the largest challenge to what Republic that ruled Germany between the World Wars?

ANSWER: Weimar Republic

7. 
According to the Talmud, there are 39 categories of work that are prohibited on this day which include sowing, baking and slaughtering. It begins in most households with a woman lighting two candles to symbolize the keeping and remembering of this day, as God commands. What is this word that means 'day of rest' in Hebrew and is observed by Jews from Friday sunset to Saturday sunset and by Christians on Sunday?

ANSWER: Shabbat or Sabbath
8. 
What state includes towns such as Ruidoso, Truth or Consequences, Clovis, Taos, Las Cruces, Los Alamos, Albuquerque and Santa Fe?

ANSWER: New Mexico
9. 
The PNG picture format was developed as a freeware alternative to this format. What is this graphics format that only supports 256 colors and not the 16 million supported by the other major format, JPEG (jay-peg)?

ANSWER: GIF (gif) or Graphics Interchange Format
10. 
The German word 'Vogel' [FOH-ghel] refers to what class of animals in English?

ANSWER: birds

11. 
It can name a dangerous attractive woman, a woman who sings sweetly, or an apparatus for sounding loud warnings. What is this five-letter word?

ANSWER: siren
12. 
Its name came from the title character of an 1882 play by Victorien Sardou (sar-DOO), who wore one of these hats.  It features a crease down length of its crown, and is pinched in the front on both the left and the right side.  Football coaches Bear Bryant and Tom Landry both wore what type of hat, also famously worn by Indiana Jones and Dick Tracy?

ANSWER:  fedora
13. 
The only person with this as a title in the United States government is the head of the Smithsonian Institution. Many state university systems will give this title to the head of their university system. It is the title given to the British equivalent of the Secretary of the Treasury. What is this title given to the Head of Government in Germany, once occupied by Gerhard Schroeder?

ANSWER: Chancellor
14. 
Most people know that Scotsman James Watt patented the first efficient steam engine in 1769, but who was the Englishman who developed the first workable steam engine, which pumped water out of coal mines?

ANSWER: Thomas Newcomen
15. 
When Rip Van Winkle awakens from his twenty-year sleep, whose picture does he find hanging on the wall instead of King George's?

ANSWER: George Washington
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
When the name of a country, such as Egypt, has a suffix such as "i-a-n" added to it, it creates what specific type of adjective, which like its noun counterpart, is always capitalized?

ANSWER: proper adjective

2. 
The Germans attempted to place advertisements warning Americans not to travel on trans-Atlantic vessels such as this one. Unknown to its passengers, it was carrying armaments, including over 4 million ammunition rounds. What was this ship that, on May 7, 1915, was sunk by a torpedo from the German submarine U-20? 

ANSWER: RMS Lusitania
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the degree measure of an interior angle of a regular dodecagon?

ANSWER:  150 degrees
4. 
In the late twelfth century, monks at Glastonbury claimed that a tower near their residence was once this mythical place.  At this isle, presided over by Morgan La Fay, Excalibur was forged.  What is this enchanted location where Arthur came to heal his wounds after his last battle?

ANSWER:  Avalon
5. 
This lab implement is named for an assistant to the German microbiologist Robert Koch (kosh). It is usually filled with a mix of agar jelly and nutrients during experiments involving their use. Microorganisms are often grown in what shallow glass or clear plastic dishes?

ANSWER:  Petri dishes

All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

