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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl State Championship tournament. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marie Suter, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions, which were further reviewed by Pickrell, Fine, Mueller, Suter, Goff, Raj Dhuwalia, Dave Reinstein, Alex Drake, Billy Beyer and Lee Henry. 

These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the tournament, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1.
As a noun, it means a large ship’s boat or open motorboat. As a verb, it means to throw or propel with force, to set going, or to introduce to the public or to a market. What is this six-letter “l” word?

ANSWER: launch
2.
The BBC received more than 45,000 complaints following the airing of this musical in January 2005, even though the stage show was running in London theaters to packed houses. The production itself has more than 8,000 obscenities, and the cast includes an adult man in a diaper, Satan, and the show’s trademark bald security guard. What production chronicles the story of a former Cincinnati mayor turned daytime TV talk show host?

ANSWER: Jerry Springer - The Opera
3.
This isotope is one of the most inert substances on earth, but ironically nearly all of it on Earth has been produced by the decay of radioactive substances. Over 99.9999% of all helium on Earth is what isotope whose nucleus contains two protons and two neutrons?

ANSWER: helium-4 (prompt on “helium”)

4.
His father was the conductor of a tent theater, and he adopted his father’s first name when he became a director.  Brought to Hollywood by Arthur Freed, he directed musical films in the 1940s, including Cabin in the Sky, The Pirate, and Meet Me in St. Louis, where he met Judy Garland.  Who was this Italian-American director, whose daughter, Liza, became an accomplished singer and actress?

ANSWER:  Vincente Minnelli
5.
Before becoming President, he was sheriff of Erie County, New York, mayor of Buffalo and governor of New York. In his first term, he married Frances Folsom, the 21-year-old daughter of his old law partner. In his second term, he dealt with the Panic of 1893. Who overcame a scandal involving an illegitimate child to become the only President to have served two non-consecutive terms?

ANSWER: (Stephen) Grover Cleveland

6.
They were probably a branch of the mysterious "Sea Peoples," and occupied or built the cities of Ashkelon (ash-keh-LAWN), Ashdod (ash-DODD), Ekron, Gaza and Gath around 1200 BC. During his reign, King David ended the threat they posed to the Israelite nation, but their territory never became part of Israel. King Saul was slain while battling against what people whose best-known champion was Goliath?
ANSWER: Philistines

7.
This general originally fought for the Spanish, but switched to the French in 1794 when the French Republic outlawed slavery. He turned against Napoleon and was eventually overthrown by troops led by Charles Leclerc and died in 1803 in a European prison. What freed slave defeated both his rival André Rigaud (rih-GOH) and the Spanish in Santo Domingo to become the first ruler of Haiti? 

ANSWER: François-Dominique Toussaint L’Ouverture
8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the even numbers from 2 to 12?

ANSWER:  42
9.
Contrary to what some popular science-fiction movies would tell us, it is impossible to make the Kessel Run in under twleve of these, since they are not a unit of time. What unit of distance is the stellar distance needed to create a parallax of one second, or about 3.26 light-years?

ANSWER: parsec

10.
In this Shakespearean play you will find the rich old Baptista Minola and his two daughters -- the younger, an angel from heaven, and the elder, a scourge from the “other place” with a hot temper and a sizzling tongue. The play is about Baptista’s efforts to get the elder daughter married so that his younger daughter can then marry one of her two suitors. The musical Kiss Me, Kate was based on what comedy?

ANSWER: The Taming of the Shrew
11.
Its main type has a chemical formula of C55H72O5N4Mg and its name comes from the Greek for “green leaf.”  Name this pigment that makes photosynthesis possible.

ANSWER:  chlorophyll
12.
She died of ovarian cancer in 1958, cancer that might have come about due to X-ray radiation received during her biological research. She attended Cambridge and taught in France and at King’s College in London. What British biologist provided X-ray diffraction pictures that allowed Watson and Crick to deduce that the three-dimensional form of DNA was a double helix? 

ANSWER: Rosalind Elsie Franklin
13.
She is the support center of the guerilla group, keeps the hearth, fights in battle, mothers Robert Jordan, and bullies Pablo and Rafael. Name this character in Hemingway’s For Whom the Bell Tolls. 

ANSWER: Pilar
14.
This instrument’s name means “three strings” in English, despite it having six or seven playable strings and another eleven or twelve strings under the frets. It was unknown in the West until used on the Beatles song “Norwegian Wood (This Bird Has Flown).” A metal pick called a mezrab is used to pluck the strings of what instrument whose most famous players are Vilayat (vee-lah-YAHT) Khan and Ravi Shankar?

ANSWER: sitar
15.
If you lived in your house for two full years out of the past five, up to $250,000 of it on your home can be exempted. If you held an asset for less than a year, it is taxed as ordinary income; if you held it for longer than a year, the highest rate on it will be 15%. What type of income is “unrealized” (and not taxed) until it is “realized” (and then taxed) by selling an asset – such as a stock or real estate – at a profit? 

ANSWER: capital gains

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
What German chemist developed a method of synthesizing ammonia based on the laboratory work of Fritz Haber?

ANSWER: Carl Bosch (Haber-Bosch Process)

1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 9 squared minus 4 cubed?

ANSWER:  17
2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many inches are in 4 yards?

ANSWER:  144 inches
2B.
What name is given to an atom or a molecule with an unpaired electron or room in the valance shell, such as a single chlorine atom? 

ANSWER: free radicals (accept radicals)

3A.
It can mean an intervening substance through which something else is transmitted or carried on, a specific kind of artistic technique, or occurring or being between two degrees, amounts, or quantities. What is this six-letter word?

ANSWER: medium
3B.
His real name was Eric Arthur Blair. Under what pen name did he write?

ANSWER: George Orwell
4A.
Time Magazine chose to honor three people with its "Person of the Year" in 2005.  What husband and wife pair were recognized for their charitable work, along with U2's Bono?

ANSWER: Bill and Melinda Gates
4B.
Simeon II was the last czar of this country, and was forced to abdicate in 1946 at age nine. In what country did Simeon return to power, as a democratically elected Prime Minister between 2001 and 2005?

ANSWER: Bulgaria

5A.
In 1830, what New York eating establishment became the first restaurant in the United States, a name that was synonymous with fine dining for a century, as well as a cut of sirloin steak?

ANSWER: Delmonico’s or Delmonico
5B.
What 17th century English composer wrote the first English-language opera, Dido and Aeneas? 

ANSWER: Henry Purcell

6A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the circumference of a circle with an area of 36 pi square yards?

ANSWER:  12 pi yards
6B.
Who, along with his wife Sapphira, was struck dead by the Lord in the book of Acts for having held back the proceeds of a sale from the early Church?

ANSWER: Ananias (ah-nuh-NYE-us)

7A.
The spasms of what muscular organ are the cause of hiccups?

ANSWER:  diaphragm
7B.
What term describes the Queen’s representative, who performs the functions of a Head of State, in countries that are a part of the British Commonwealth such as Canada?
ANSWER: Governor-General
8A.
Name the well-known American short story by O. Henry that begins with these lines:  “One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all, and sixty cents of it was in pennies.”

ANSWER: “The Gift of the Magi”

8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert the binary number 1011100 into a decimal number.

ANSWER:  92
9A.
What city, whose Golden Temple is sacred to Sikhs, was the site of a massacre by the British Army in 1919 and an attempted purge of Sikh separatists by Indira Gandhi in 1984?

ANSWER: Amritsar
9B.
What lowest layer of the atmosphere extends from the earth’s surface to about ten miles above it? 

ANSWER: troposphere
10A.
What French philosopher wrote the Existentialist classic Being and Nothingness?

ANSWER: Jean-Paul Sartre (SART)

10B.
The autobiography My Experiments with Truth is the life story of what well-known leader of the Indian Nationalist movement?

ANSWER: Mohandas Gandhi prompt on just Gandhi and accept Mahatma Gandhi

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1.
What French verb is the most common translation of “to go?”

ANSWER: aller (ah-LAY)

2.
Interference in light waves from a planoconvex lens on top of a flat glass produces what circular fringes named after a famous British physicist?

ANSWER:  Newton's rings
3.
In The Glass Menagerie, about which man, who never appears in the play and is never given a first name, does Tom say, “He was a telephone man who fell in love with long distances”?

ANSWER: Mr. Wingfield (accept his father or other clear knowledge)

4.
It is a slab of limestone, alleged to be half of the Stone of Scone. Robert the Bruce gave it to Cormac McCarthy in 1314 in exchange for Irish support during the battle of Bannockburn, and since 1446, it has been part of a castle near Cork, Ireland. What stone is said in Irish legend to give the person who kisses it the gift of gab? 

ANSWER: Blarney Stone
5.
Records indicate that Josiah Henson, a slave hired out to a farm in Montgomery County, Maryland, was the inspiration for the main character of this novel.  The State of Maryland recently paid $1 million to purchase a 3-bedroom home and attached log building whose site was the basis for what novel by Harriet Beecher Stowe?

ANSWER: Uncle Tom's Cabin
6.
How many commas should be used in the following sentence: Alice Jones, M.D., will speak after George Gonzales, Ph. D., has spoken, won’t she?

ANSWER: five
7.
An explosion in this man's office led to his wife’s death, while his brother was hit by a car - though it was later revealed that his sister-in-law Pam dreamt both of those deaths.  His own life was threatened in the spring of 1980, when another sister-in-law, Kristin, shot him in a fit of anger.  Identify this self-centered oil tycoon from the 1980s drama Dallas, played on-screen by Larry Hagman.

ANSWER:  J.R. Ewing

8.
Its poisonous properties come from its ability to mimic phosphorous in biochemical reactions. Until the development of the Marsh test, this ancient poison was undetectable, making it ideal for committing murder. What metalloid comes in three allotropes – yellow, black and gray – and has chemical symbol As (a-s)?

ANSWER: arsenic
9.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the indefinite integral of 96x squared?

ANSWER:  32x cubed + C

10.
This Presidential election’s Democratic candidate said, during his convention acceptance speech, that his opponent “will raise taxes, and so will I.” The incumbent ran several TV ads, including the “Bear in the woods” ad about the Soviet Union and the “Morning in America” ad about economic recovery. A 49-state sweep marked the re-election of Ronald Reagan over Walter Mondale in what presidential election?

ANSWER: Presidential election of 1984

11.
Roman Catholic ritual uses four types of it. The Gregorian type contains wine, salt and ashes and is used only at church consecrations. The Easter type is given out at Easter Masses for home use. This substance's plain type is found in stoups located by a church door and it is also used in baptisms. What substance is "created" by a priest blessing ordinary H2O?

ANSWER: holy water (prompt on "water")

12.
This name means "river of quick, rising water" in Algonquian. The county with this name is the home of a town called Little Washington and has attempted to resist the perceived urban sprawl of Northern Virginia. What name is also shared by a river that rises in the mountains of Chester Gap and flows through Fredericksburg, Virginia?

ANSWER: Rappahannock
13.
Orphaned at birth, the title character and protagonist was left to live at Gateshead Hall Manor with her aunt by marriage. After a difficult childhood, she was sent to Lowood School, where she advanced from pupil to teacher, before leaving Lowood to become governess to Adele, the ward of Mr. Rochester, whom she eventually marries. Name this title character, created by Charlotte Brontë (bron-tay).

ANSWER:  Jane Eyre (air)

14.
The superior and inferior of what large blood vessels empty into the right atrium?

ANSWER:  vena cava or venae cavae
15.
In 275 BC, its inhabitants were deported by the Seleucids and its history quickly ended. Of its eight gates, the Ishtar Gate was by far the greatest. What city on the Euphrates, noted for its Hanging Gardens, was ruled by Hammurabi and Nebuchadnezzar? 

ANSWER: Babylon

Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 117 into a base 12 number.

ANSWER:  99
2.
The most familiar sufferers of this disease, which is one of the many caused by staphylococcus aureus, are young women. However, it can occur in men, children and even post-menopausal women. What bacterial disease is often associated with tampon use?

ANSWER:  toxic shock syndrome or TSS
3.
In this American short story, the protagonist is visiting her attractive but self-centered cousin for the summer. The protagonist lets her cousin talk her into cutting her long, beautiful hair. She gets her revenge by cutting off her cousin’s braids while she is sleeping, and throwing them onto the neighbor’s front porch. What was this short story written by F. Scott Fitzgerald? 

ANSWER: “Bernice Bobs Her Hair”

4.
He began his Nashville career as lead singer for a group called The Ranch, but after one album he went solo.  His 2002 single, "Somebody Like You," spent eight weeks at the top of the Country charts, while his 2004 album, Be Here, spawned three #1 hits, including "Better Life."  Who is this country singer born in New Zealand, currently linked to Nicole Kidman?

ANSWER:  Keith Urban
5.
He was assigned command of the Alfred and Ranger early on. After the American Revolution, he attempted to serve in the Russian navy, but left in disgrace after a year. What captain most often associated with the Bonhomme Richard was America’s first naval hero, famous for saying, “I have not yet begun to fight”?

ANSWER: John Paul Jones
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

