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Match #44


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the determinant of the matrix with top row of 5 and 7 and bottom row of 9 and 13?

ANSWER:
2
2.
His first novel, Macroscope, was nominated for a Hugo Award. His later novel, But What of Earth?, spawned his Cluster and Tarot series. His most famous series contains the concept of the “Adult Conspiracy.” It is set in a magical land shaped like Florida that borders the country of Mundania (mun-DAY-nee-uh). What fantasy writer has written thirty-one books in his “trilogy” about Xanth (ZANTH)?

ANSWER: Piers Anthony Dillingham Jacob

3.
E cross B divided by the permeability of free space equals what vector with symbol S, and not P as might be implied? 

ANSWER:
Poynting vector

4.
The composer of this work nicknamed it “Little Dog”, as it was supposed to convey the feeling of a dog chasing its tail.  Dedicated to Countess Potocka, what 1847 piano piece in D flat major by Frederic Chopin (show-PAN) was actually almost twice as long as its short title would suggest?

ANSWER:  Minute Waltz
5.
In 1644, he published a reply to one of John Cotton’s letters. In the early 1630s, his unorthodox Baptist teachings had led to his being dismissed as senior pastor of the churches at Plymouth and Salem. So, he had no choice but to leave Massachusetts. Who, along with Anne Hutchinson, founded the colony of Rhode Island? 

ANSWER: Roger Williams
6.
This fictional character eventually married Mary Morstan, who called him “James” in The Sign of Four. His early service in the British Army as a doctor during the Afghan Wars is described in A Study in Scarlet. He was told, “you see, but you do not observe,” in The Hound of the Baskervilles. Who lived at 221B Baker Street in London with the great detective Sherlock Holmes?

ANSWER: Dr. John H. Watson, M.D.

7.
This magazine includes features such as “Life in these United States,” “Laughter, the Best Medicine” and the vocabulary-building “Word Power.” It was founded in 1922 by DeWitt Wallace, whose idea was to condense articles from other popular magazines. Aside from the AARP’s magazines, what is still the best-selling magazine in the US? 

ANSWER: Reader’s Digest
8.
It was announced recently that this organization was taking command of Allied operations in the whole of Afghanistan, including 13,000 US troops operating in the east of the country.  What is this group, whose earlier missions included air strikes and peacekeaping operations in Kosovo and was founded by a treaty describing the body of water separating the United States from Europe?

ANSWER: NATO or the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
9.
This isotope is not directly usable, but must first be “bred” in order to create plutonium-239, which can be used in reactors and weapons. What is the most common isotope of uranium, far more common than the more useful uranium-235? 
ANSWER: uranium-238

10.
His foreign policy theory of “Socialism in One Country” was ultimately adopted, rejecting the idea of “Permanent Revolution” advocated by Leon Trotsky. His internal policy was to institute rapid industrialization in a series of Five Year Plans and to eliminate all opposition to his rule in the Great Purge of 1936. Who was the leader of the Soviet Union between 1922 and 1953?

ANSWER: Josef Stalin
11.
She holds dual citizenship in both the United States and Belize, where her family is from.  A freshman on the 1994 national champion North Carolina basketball team, she won three gold medals at the 2000 Olympics, in the 4 by 400 meter relay, the 100 meter dash, and the 200 meter dash.  Name this track star implicated in the BALCO steroid scandal.

ANSWER:  Marion Jones
12.
These objects typically have anywhere from 1.5 to 2 times the mass of the sun,  while their radius tends to only be 10-20 kilometers.  Formed by the remnants of a supermassive star following a supernova, rotating ones that give off magnetic and x-ray emissions are known as pulsars.  What are these objects, whose incredibly high densities strip their namesake particles out of the nuclei of atoms?

ANSWER: neutron stars
13.
Many historians think he wrote the “From Hell” letter, but the “Dear Boss” letter is usually considered a forgery. Most historians believe he murdered Mary Ann Nichols, Annie Chapman, Elizabeth Stride, Catherine Eddowes and Mary Jane Kelly. What notorious serial killer terrorized London in the fall of 1888? 

ANSWER: Jack the Ripper
14.
He lived with his wife Dorothy Shakespear and his mistress Olga Rudge for much of his life. In 1946, he pleaded insanity at his treason trial over his service as a propagandist for Mussolini’s Italy. What poet is perhaps best-known for his Cantos? 

ANSWER: Ezra Pound
15.
In 1824, he married Sarah Childress, who outlived him by forty-two years. They are buried together at the Tennessee State Capitol. Spain rejected his offer to buy Cuba for 100 million dollars. His negotiations with Britain to divide the Oregon Country were successful. However, his annexation of Texas ultimately led to war with Mexico. What eleventh President added more territory to the US than any other President?

ANSWER: James K. Polk
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
What French-Algerian wrote the existentialist novels The Fall, The Plague and The Stranger?

ANSWER: Albert Camus (kah-MOO)

1B.
In Scientology doctrine, what alien ruler of the Galactic Confederacy detonated hydrogen bombs on Earth 75 million years ago, killing billions?

ANSWER: Xenu (ZEE-noo) or Xemu (ZEE-moo)

2A.
In 2006, the Carolina Hurricanes won what large trophy given to the champion of the National Hockey League?

ANSWER:  Stanley Cup
2B.
What process occurs when low-cost neighborhoods have an increase in property values, reducing crime but often forcing older, poorer residents to move out?

ANSWER: gentrification
3A.
A company’s balance sheet will contain a listing of assets and what items, that are defined roughly as “money or debits owed to other people”?

ANSWER: liability or liabilities
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the least common multiple of 12, 15, and 40?

ANSWER:
120
4A.
What Virginian invented the mechanical reaper?

ANSWER: Cyrus McCormick

4B.
What nine-letter word, taken from the Latin for “speaking alone,” refers to someone talking to her or himself during a literary work?

ANSWER: soliloquy

5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. 399 is what percentage of 950?

ANSWER:
42 percent

5B.
What plant category that includes conifers and ginkgo is Greek for naked seed?

ANSWER:
gymnosperm (jim-NOH-sperm)

6A.
What country, led by twin brothers Lech (lek) and Jaroslaw (Yar-oh-slaw) Kaczynski (Cah-zin-ski), announced that they were withdrawing all troops from Iraq by the end of 2006?

ANSWER: Poland
6B.
College Station, Texas, is the home to the flagship school of what major univeristy? 

ANSWER: Texas A&M University (DO NOT accept or prompt on “Texas” or “University of Texas”)

7A.
For springs, F equals minus kx is what law?

ANSWER:
Hooke’s law

7B.
It can be obtained by revolving an ellipse about its minor axis.  Name this flattened sphere that the Earth is an example of.

ANSWER:
oblate spheroid
8A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the diameter of a circle with an area of 49 pi square feet?

ANSWER:
14 feet
8B.
What arm bone is located next to the ulna?

ANSWER:
radius
9A.
What Mexican-American founded the United Farm Workers and has his March 31st birthday observed as a holiday in several Western states?

ANSWER: Cesar Chavez
9B.
What two words complete the line from the poem “Mending Wall” by Robert Frost, “Good fences make (BLANK)”?

ANSWER: good neighbors
10A.
In Latin, what is the present infinitive of the verb meaning “to go”?

ANSWER: ire (EE-ray)

10B.
Since 1944, the Hollywood Foreign Press Association has presented which awards for outstanding performances in TV and movies, usually serving as a preview of the Oscars?

ANSWER: Golden Globe Awards

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
It is located in the Black Mountains and is 25 miles north of Asheville. Climbing it is easy via an access road from the Blue Ridge Parkway and a 1,000-foot hiking trail. What North Carolina mountain is the highest point in the United States east of the Mississippi River? 

ANSWER: Mount Mitchell
2.
What trig ratio is equal to hypotenuse over opposite side?

ANSWER:
cosecant
3.
It was filmed at UCLA and Harvard, though the action takes place at fictional Harrison University.  Ellen Pompeo from “Grey’s Anatomy”plays Nicole, the love interest of Mitch Martin, played by Luke Wilson.  Mitch, Beanie, and Frank “The Tank” start their own fraternity in what 2003 comedy starring Vince Vaughn and Will Ferrell?

ANSWER:  “Old School”

4.
The narrator hears part of the story after arriving at Starkfield, but finds out the full story only after he is stranded at the title character’s house during a snowstorm. When the narrator arrives, he finds the former hypochondriac is now caring for the now-disabled title character and her disabled cousin. What novel by Edith Wharton is about a love triangle between Mattie Silver, the title character and his wife Zenobia?  

ANSWER: Ethan Frome
5.
Its short head’s origin is at the coracoid (kor-uh-KOID) process of the scapula, its long head’s origin is at the supraglenoid (soo-prah-gleh-NOID) tubercle of the scapula and its insertion is at the radial tuberosity.  Name this upper arm muscle whose name is Latin for two heads.

ANSWER:
biceps brachii

6.
In the sentence, “I am planning to go to the store this afternoon,” what is the infinitive in that sentence?

ANSWER: to go
7.
The Hindu equivalent is amrita, though for them it was a liquid.  One of Tantalus’s sins was that he served this substance to mortals, while the goddess Thetis anointed her infant son Achilles with it.  What is the name of this “food of the Greek gods”, the solid counterpart to nectar?

ANSWER:  ambrosia
8.
Julian the Apostate gave permission to build a third one of these, but it was never completed. Ezra and Nehemiah oversaw the building of the second one, which was expanded by King Herod and destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE. The Western Wall is the only remnant of what Jewish holy site that was originally built by King Solomon? 

ANSWER: Jewish Temples (accept Temple in Jerusalem)

9.
Making up the family Trochilidae (troh-KEE-lee-die) varieties of them include Bahama Woodstar, Volcano, Sword-billed, and Ruby-throated.  Name this small bird that can fly backwards.

ANSWER:
hummingbird
10.
He emerged from the chaos that followed the 1255 death of his great-uncle, Sundiata (soon-DEE-ah-tuh). He single-handedly caused a bout of inflation in Egypt between 1324 and 1336 when he was making his pilgrimage to Mecca. What African ruler reigned between 1312 and 1337 and was known as the “Lion of Mali”?

ANSWER: Mansa Musa I or Kankan Musa
11.
It’s a colorless liquid with molar mass 119.4.  Name this substance with formula CHCl3 that was once used as an anesthetic, especially by moustache-twirling villains seeking to kidnap heiresses. 

ANSWER:
chloroform
12.
An international shrine to this holiday is in Grafton, West Virginia, as a testament to the efforts of Anna Marie Jarvis. It was formally declared a holiday by Woodrow Wilson in 1914. In the United Kingdom, it is the fourth Sunday of Lent, and in Mexico, it is celebrated on May 10. What day is, in the United States, the second Sunday of May, a day when you should give a card or call to the woman that gave birth to you?

ANSWER: Mother’s Day

13.
The largest of these can run for over a kilometer and contain more than 10,000 cubic meters of material.  Found to occur most commonly in France and Switzerland, but also in Italy, Colorado, and Utah, are what events, where snow, ice and other debris is pulled down a mountainside by gravity?

ANSWER: avalanche
14.
In music, a semitone is equal to a minor one of these. A physicist defines this word using a number of variations of a cesium-133 atom. In parliamentary procedure, this word describes an endorsement of a motion that has just been presented. What is this word that is the ordinal counterpart to the number “two”?

ANSWER: second
15.
Jim Jeffries from 1899 to 1905.  James J. Braddock from 1935 to 1937, until he was defeated by Joe Louis, who held it for the next 12 years.  What title did these three boxers once hold, as well as Rocky Marciano and Muhammad Ali?

ANSWER:  world heavyweight boxing champions

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the interior angles of a decagon?

ANSWER:
1440 degrees
2.
The man on the right of this work is Dr. Byron McKeeby, a dentist, while the figure on the left is the artist’s sister Nan.  Set in Eldon, Iowa and now hanging in the Art Institute of Chicago, recent parodies of it have aired on the intro to “Desperate Housewives” and on “Conan O’Brien”.  What 1930 painting by Grant Wood features an austere-looking man with a pitchfork?


ANSWER:  American Gothic
3.
It uses both public-key cryptography and symmetric key cryptography; the latest version also uses public key infrastructure. While not perfect, it does its job – thus its name. Name this security standard used by every E-mail client to provide authentication.

ANSWER: Pretty Good Privacy (or PGP)

4.
This dynasty’s first ruler was the first to use the term “Mandate of Heaven.” Its King Yu had a concubine named Baosi (BOW-see), who liked to see his nobles respond to false emergencies. After his death, the central government’s power collapsed, followed by the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods. What dynasty lasted between 1122 and 256 BC, followed by the Qin (chin) and Han Dynasties?

ANSWER: Chou or Zhou Dynasty

5.
He traveled to Vietnam in 1967, a year before his death, and alienated his left-wing friends with his support of the war. His later works include The Winter of Our Discontent and Travels With Charley. Who is perhaps better-known for works such as Tortilla Flat, Cannery Row, The Red Pony, Of Mice and Men and The Grapes of Wrath?

ANSWER: John Steinbeck
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

