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Match #46


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
Crimes such as petty theft, vandalism, disorderly conduct and prostitution are more serious than infractions such as speeding tickets, but less serious than felonies such as murder. What name is given to these “middle of the road” crimes that complete the impeachment-related phrase, “high crimes and (BLANK)”? 

ANSWER: misdemeanors

2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert the Roman numeral MDCVII into an Arabic numeral.

ANSWER:
1607 (Yay Jamestown!)

3.
Vainamoinen (VIGH-nah-moy-nen) was one in the Kalevala (KAH-lay-vah-lah), as were the Telchines (TELL-kines) in Greek mythology.  In Middle-Earth, the term applies strictly to the Order of the Istari, but Maiar such as Pallando and Radagast are often known by this name.  Gandalf and Merlin are more common examples of what masters of magic, one of whom is found in Oz?

ANSWER:  wizards (accept magicians)

4.
How many oxygen atoms each are found in a molecule of arsenite, bromate, iodate, and chlorate – one more than is found in an ordinary molecule of oxygen?
ANSWER:
three
5.
One origin of this four-letter word is a Middle English word meaning, “active”; the other is a French word meaning “to scratch.” What word can either be an adjective that is ill-considered or bold, or a noun referring to a medical condition, often a symptom of disease, that is characterized by eruptions and discoloring of the skin?

ANSWER: rash
6.
This disease is also known as laughing sickness. Research into it won Daniel Carleton Gajdusek a Nobel Prize. What disease is a brain disorder, first found in New Guinea, that is spread by cannibalism?

ANSWER:
kuru
7.
She wants roses to be the right color, so three gardeners go out to paint the roses, making sure to lie face down whenever she approaches, to avoid being noticed. Her husband, the King, quietly pardons most of the people she condemns to death. Name the character in Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland who believes that the sentence should be declared before the verdict and is prone to saying, “Off with his head!”

ANSWER: Queen of Hearts (do not accept the “Red Queen,” she appeared in Through the Looking Glass and is a different character)

8.
During his reign, the breakaway Republic of Ezo was defeated and the Boshin (BOH-sheen) War was fought. Wars with China and Russia were also fought during the reign of reign of what Japanese emperor who was “restored” in 1868? 

ANSWER: Meiji
9.
Alan Greenspan observed in 2005 that there were a lot of local ones, rather than one large national one.  Suspected to be fueled by the dot-com boom from the late 90s, one effect of it has been the "flipping" craze.  What was this boom in the residential real estate market, now thought to be deflating?

ANSWER: housing bubble (accept real estate bubble as well, and accept “boom” for “bubble” before “boom” is said)
10.
It will be completed in 2010 with a connection between it and the Pennsylvania Turnpike. In Maryland, it includes the Fort McHenry Tunnel. Its intersection with the Capital Beltway at Springfield, Virginia, is one of the nation’s busiest interchanges. What interstate connects Richmond and Washington, D.C.?  

ANSWER: Interstate 95
11.
In this novel, the United States has won two atomic wars, but apparently loses the war at its end. This novel’s film adaptation is famous for the opening credits being read aloud and for allowing Clarisse McClellan to live. Characters such as an elderly woman that burns herself alive and Professor Faber lead Guy Montag to question his job as a fireman. What Ray Bradbury novel features firemen who burn houses that contain books? 

ANSWER: Fahrenheit-451
12.
This year, press releases announced it will include DVR functionality, a first for a computer operating system. It was code-named Longhorn before being changed to its current name. It was shipped to computer makers in July and can be included in new systems in time for the Christmas season. Name this new version of Windows.

ANSWER: Windows Vista
13.
It was established in March 1865 and headed by Oliver Howard, the namesake of Howard University. Initially, it sought to reunite families and provide food for Civil War refugees. Once that was done, it built over 1,000 schools for emancipated slaves, but by 1872, President Johnson had managed to abolish what Reconstruction bureau? 

ANSWER: Freedmen’s Bureau (also the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands)

14.
PC World listed it as the worst website ever, due to lots of videos, graphics and music freezing up web browsers and also for the “unexpected errors” that often occur. In September 2006, a journalist alleged that this website was started to send spam through Friendster. He even alleged that Tom Anderson wasn’t really the founder! Tom is automatically the first friend of new members to what social networking site?
ANSWER:  MySpace
15.
This epic poem contains 100 cantos and is set between Good Friday and Easter Sunday in the year 1300. The narrator is guided in his adventures by the poet Virgil and by his beloved, Beatrice. What epic poem by Dante Alighieri (ah-lee-GHYEH-ree) contains three parts – Inferno, Purgatorio and Paradiso? 

ANSWER: The Divine Comedy (do not accept “Dante’s Inferno”)

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
On August 20, 1969, Nelson County, Virginia, was hit with 27 inches of rain in 12 hours by the remnants of what massive Category Five hurricane?

ANSWER: Hurricane Camille
1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope of the line 7x plus 9y equals 12?

ANSWER:
-7/9
2A.
Yip Harburg wrote the lyrics, while Harold Arlen composed the music to which slow tune sung by Judy Garland in The Wizard of Oz, featuring happy little bluebirds?

ANSWER:  (Somewhere) “Over the Rainbow” (official title in bold, but accept answer that includes “somewhere”)

2B.
The First and Second of what representative body of the thirteen colonies met between 1774 and 1781? 

ANSWER: Continental Congresses

3A.
What is the main female sex hormone?

ANSWER:
estrogen
3B.
What Biblical prophet prophesied the fall of Jerusalem and wrote the book of Lamentations in response to Jerusalem’s fall?

ANSWER: Jeremiah
4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the odd numbers from 1 to 15?

ANSWER:
64
4B.
What final novel by Dashiell Hammett features Nick and Nora Charles solving a murder mystery and features a very slender man as one of the suspects?

ANSWER: The Thin Man

5A.
What 433-line poem by T.S. Eliot about the decline of civilization begins, “April is the cruelest month?”

ANSWER: The Waste Land
5B.
What type of pyroclastic igneous rock is largely porous and is created when a volcano ejects into the air a material that then cools?

ANSWER: pumice
6A.
What is the chemical formula for methane?

ANSWER:
CH4
6B.
What 1983 album by Def Leppard featured the songs “Foolin’,” “Rock of Ages,” and “Photograph,” and has a name that celebrates an obsession with fire?

ANSWER:  Pyromania
7A.
Hurricane Florence brushed what British archipelago that lies about 700 miles off the coast of the Carolinas?

ANSWER: Bermuda
7B.
What does the T in the DPT vaccine stand for?

ANSWER:
tetanus
8A.
What letter in Spanish has two dots placed over it to indicate that it can be pronounced when it is before the letters “e” and “i”? 

ANSWER: u

8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Multiply the binomials x plus 6 and x plus 11.

ANSWER:
x squared plus 17x plus 66

9A.
What cathedral was the site of the murder of Thomas a Becket in 1170 and is the religious center of the Anglican Communion? 

ANSWER: Canterbury Cathedral

9B.
Solon revised this man’s law code in 594 BC. What Athenian’s law code, transcribed in 621 BC, is notorious for its harshness?

ANSWER: Draco or Dracon
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 83 into a binary number.

ANSWER:
1010011 (one-oh-one-oh-oh-one-one)

10B.
The Color of Magic by Terry Pratchett is the first novel set in what flat, circular world set atop four elephants standing on a giant turtle? 

ANSWER: Discworld 

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
This word’s appearance in the late 19th century was a result of the gradual disappearance of a separate second person plural pronoun. Some of its users will put “all” before it to refer to three or more people. What is this quintessential Southern word?

ANSWER: y’all (yawl) or you all (accept you-uns as well)

2.
When used in American courtrooms, these documents contain a table of contents, a list of cases, statures and regulations that will be cited, a summary of the case and a full argument. What are these documents lawyers file before trials and appeals to argue why their client should prevail, that, contrary to their name, can be hundreds of pages? 

ANSWER: briefs

3.
What Greek letter is used to represent a summation?

ANSWER:
sigma
4.
Its creator was the pupil of the great Hellenistic Greek sculptor Lysippus.  Completed in 280 BCE, it stood intact for only 54 years, until an earthquake caused it to break at the knees.  Chares (CARE-eez) of Lindos is the famed sculptor of what 110 foot statue of the god Helios, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World?


ANSWER:  Colossus of Rhodes
5.
Considered to have been extinct, it may have been spotted in eastern Arkansas in 2004.  Name this bird that is a large member of the woodpecker family.

ANSWER:
ivory-billed woodpecker

6.
He was removed from the Roman Catholic Church’s list of saints in 1969, since his existence is a bit uncertain. He was made a saint in 496; his feast day was designed to counter the Roman fertility festival of Lupercalia (loo-per-KAY-lee-uh). What saint’s feast day is still celebrated by exchanging over a billion cards on February 14?  

ANSWER: Saint Valentine
7.
He let his friend and fellow Transcendentalist Henry David Thoreau live on his land by Walden Pond. Who is best-known for his speeches, “The American Scholar” and “The Divinity School Address” and for his essay, Nature? 

ANSWER: Ralph Waldo Emerson
8.
The Dukes of Somerset and Northumberland ruled in his stead, as he never reached the age of majority. Until he caught the tuberculosis that killed him, there is not much evidence to support the view that he was perpetually sick. During his reign, the Archbishop of Canterbury put in place the Book of Common Prayer. What English king died at age 15, reigned between 1547 and 1553 and followed his father Henry VIII? 

ANSWER: Edward VI
9.
Phosphorus has red, black and white varieties. Carbon has soot, graphite and diamond. What name given to a variety of an element that, in its pure state, has different crystal structures? 

ANSWER: allotropes (accept allotropy)

10.
At the Jagiellonian (yah-yel-LOH-nee-en) University of Cracow, he studied astronomy under Albert Brudzewski (brood-ZOO-skee), but delayed publication of his work, On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres, until after his death. What astronomer theorized that the sun was at the center of the universe?

ANSWER: Nicholas Copernicus
11.
In the Olympic games, the traditional form is called “artistic” to distinguish it from the “rhythmic” variety.  Men perform on the floor without music, while women perform a longer, choreographed routine.   Carly Patterson is a champion in what sport where athletes compete in the balance beam, vault, and parallel bars, among other events?

ANSWER:  gymnastics
12.
The springloaded-bar variety of this object is the most common, in both real life and in cartoons. Other types include bucket and glue. Making a better one leads to the world beating a path to your door. What implement, often baited with cheese or some small amount of food, is used to kill small rodent pests? 
ANSWER:
mousetrap
13.
Subplot one of this play: a band of laborers are putting on a play, and one actor, Nick Bottom, has his head turned into a donkey’s head. Subplot two: a love rectangle exists – Helena loves Demetrius, who loves Hermia, who in turn loves Lysander. Subplot three: Oberon and Titania, king and queen of the fairies, are quarreling. What Shakespeare comedy ends with lots of marriages and features the fairy Puck? 

ANSWER: A Midsummer Night’s Dream
14.
The film “Quinceañera” (kins-ee-ahn-YAIR-ah) won the Grand Jury Prize at this event in 2006.  “The Blair Witch Project”, “Clerks”, and “Napoleon Dynamite” were former breakout films that gained exposure at what Park City, Utah film festival named after a famous character played by Robert Redford?

ANSWER:  Sundance Film Festival

15.
After defeating the Greeks at the Battles of Sakarya (sah-KAR-yah)and Dumlupinar (doom-loo-PIH-nar), he then focused on internal reforms. He introduced a new alphabet and outlawed men wearing the fez and women wearing the veil. What first President of the Republic of Turkey was given in 1934 the last name of “Father Turk?” 

ANSWER: Mustafa Kemal Ataturk
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
In 1985, this organization’s flagship was sunk by French intelligence agents.  The Rainbow Warrior II is the current flagship of what international environmental organization, based in Amsterdam that has also led protests against nuclear testing and genetically modified crops?

ANSWER: Greenpeace
2.
This game’s original version was developed by Nolan Bushnell and Al Alcorn developed in 1972.  The original screen consisted of scores at the top, a dotted line for the net, a square representing the ball, and lines for paddles.  What game based on table tennis did Andy Roddick run up against in a series of commercials?

ANSWER:  Pong

3.
John Marshall Harlan, a former slave owner, said in his dissent: “Our Constitution is color-blind, and neither knows nor tolerates classes among citizens.” In this ruling, the Supreme Court refused to overturn a Louisiana law requiring railroads to be segregated. What 1896 decision was overturned by Brown v. Board of Education and established the doctrine of “separate but equal”?

ANSWER: Plessy v. Ferguson
4.
When the word “man” follows this word, it refers to someone in a business, theater company or sports team that must fill a variety of positions. What word can refer to something’s being useful, or more commonly, to a company that provides a necessary public service, such as telephones, gas, water and electric?

ANSWER: utility
5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If x equals 6 when y equals 11, what does x equal when y equals 154?

ANSWER:
x equals 84
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

