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Match #48


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
Sharbat (shar-baht) Gula (GOO-lah), an Afghan girl, was pictured on its cover in an iconic 1985 photograph. It started using cover photographs in 1960 and publishing in other languages in 1995. In the United States, it is not sold at newstands; to buy it, one must be a member of the eponymous “Society.” What monthly magazine contains articles about life in distant parts of the world, and is familiar for its gold border?

ANSWER: National Geographic Magazine

2.
Christopher Marlowe’s “Tragical History” of this man has him frittering away his perfect knowledge and ends with his damnation. However, in Goerthe’s (GER-tuhz) telling, the angels take his immortal soul into heaven. The desire to obtain perfect knowledge and the love of Margaret causes what doctor to make a pact with Mephistopheles (meh-fih-STAW-feh-leez)? 

ANSWER: Dr. Faust
3.
It is the only place in the United States to be both a National Monument and a Historic Shrine. It is on Locust Point and named for one of George Washington’s Secretaries of War. It came under attack only once, on September 13, 1814, prompting Francis Scott Key to write a poem about the defense of what fort near Baltimore?

ANSWER: Fort McHenry
4.
What conjecture states that every even integer greater than 2 can be written as the sum of 2 primes?

ANSWER:
Goldbach’s conjecture

5.
A two-time Yale dropout, this man spent six months teaching English in South Vietnam before he was wounded twice in combat during the Vietnam War.  This experience inspired films such as Heaven and Earth, Born on the Fourth of July, and Platoon.  Who is this director of the controversial films JFK and Natural Born Killers?

ANSWER:  Oliver Stone
6.
After one was made against the game of soccer in 2005, the Saudi government is trying to restrict just who can make one of these. What Islamic legal rulings were most famously issued by Iranian clerics in 1989 to call for the death of Salman Rushdie and in 1998 by Osama bin Laden against America?

ANSWER: fatwa (FAHT-wuh)

7.
This seven-letter word got its origin from a class of serf, and eventually came to mean anyone who wasn’t a knight. Hence, his behavior was not “good.” The dark clothes, goatee and evil laughter came later. Darth Vader, Dick Dastardly and Sauron are examples of what class of evil adversaries?

ANSWER: villain (DO NOT accept antagonist)

8.
It was discovered by Andrew Benson and its namesake, the 1961 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry.  This light-independent cycle’s main enzyme is RuBisCO (roo-BIS-koh) and is also known as carbon fixation. What cycle that takes place in a plant’s chloroplast is “predestined” to produce glucose?

ANSWER:
Calvin cycle

9.
While serving as Secretary of War, he founded the Bureau of Indian Affairs without authorization from Congress. His toast, “The Union; next to our liberty most dear,” symbolizes his role in the Nullification Crisis. What South Carolina Senator was Vice-President under John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson, and was the first ever to resign from the Vice-Presidency? 

ANSWER: John C. Calhoun
10.
No one in the US, Austria, UK or Russia bought a single share in it when it opened on November 17, 1869. The British bought some shares after Ismail Pasha ran up too many debts. The opera Aida (EYE-ee-duh) was not written to celebrate the opening of what engineering marvel that connected the Mediterranean and Red Seas? 

ANSWER: Suez Canal

11.
His son Michael has attracted some attention for his work as chairman of the Federal Communications Commission. However, he now considers a speech he gave on February 5, 2003, to the UN Security Council during the run-up to the Iraq War as a “blot” on his record. Who was Chairman of the Joint Chiefs during the first Gulf War and Secretary of State at the beginning of the second?

ANSWER: Colin Powell
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the molecular mass of formaldehyde, a substance with formula CH2O?

ANSWER:
30
13.
The title character of this novel turns the town of Beldingsville, Vermont, around through her sheer force of optimism and goodness. She moved there after the death of her father, the Reverend John Whittier. What 1913 novel by Eleanor Porter lends its name to someone who is foolishly optimistic?

ANSWER: Pollyanna
14.
This novel’s title character has two affairs with Léon Dupuis (doo-PWEE) and one with Rodolphe Boulanger (boo-LAWN-zhair), with whom she wants to run off. As her debts mount and her fellow townspeople begin to suspect the truth, she commits suicide by swallowing arsenic. Charles, the husband, is entirely clueless about Emma’s adultery in what novel by Gustave Flaubert (floh-BAIR)? 

ANSWER: Madame Bovary
15.
This piece debuted at the Cathedral of Christ the Savior in Moscow in 1882.  Composed to commemorate the withdrawal of Napoleon’s Grand Army, what composition featuring the firing of actual cannons was a major orchestral work by Peter Tchaikovsky (chi-KOV-skee), and was played as Westminster Palace was obliterated in the movie “V for Vendetta”?

ANSWER:  1812 Overture
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
What baseball player for the New York Knights has a bat named Wonderboy and is the main character of Bernard Malamud’s novel, The Natural? 

ANSWER: Roy Hobbs
1B.
What is defined as the number of moles of solute in one liter of solution?

ANSWER:
molarity
2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is normal body temperature in degrees Celsius?

ANSWER:
37 degrees Celsius (exactly)

2B.
What republic, named for the city in which its constitution was produced, governed Germany between World War I and the rise of Adolf Hitler? 

ANSWER: Weimar (VYE-mar) Republic

3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If A equals 26 through Z equals 1, what is the numerical value of F times U?

ANSWER:
126
3B.
King Arthur’s dwarf was which very small person who was loved by the Queen of the Giants in a 1730 story by Henry Fielding?

ANSWER:  Tom Thumb

4A.
Originally published in Madison, Wisconsin, what long-running online parody newspaper shares its name with a vegetable?


ANSWER:  The Onion
4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many total bases are in 35 home runs, 8 triples, 50 doubles, and 37 singles?

ANSWER:
301 bases

5A.
What founder of the city of Québec explored much of northern New York and New England, including discovering a large lake in that region? 

ANSWER: Samuel de Champlain
5B.
What word can refer to a ghost or to an area of relative coolness and darkness due to the Sun’s rays being partially blocked? 

ANSWER: shade
6A.
Ralph’s father on “The Simpsons” is what porcine-looking head of the police force in Springfield?

ANSWER:  Chief Clancy Wiggum
6B.
What types of wetlands, found in higher latitudes, often contain large amounts of dead plant matter, called peat, and can be used either as a fuel or as a place to grow cranberries?

ANSWER: bogs

7A.
The princess Rowena, the Templar Brian de Bois-Guilbert (bwah-gheel-BAIR) and the Jewish lady Rebecca of York appear in what novel by Walter Scott?

ANSWER: Ivanhoe
7B.
What Semitic language was probably the language spoken by Jesus? 

ANSWER: Aramaic (air-uh-MAY-ik)

8A.
It was the IBM PC’s first killer application. What spreadsheet program was quickly improved upon by Microsoft in the form of Excel? 

ANSWER: Lotus 1-2-3
8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve for x.  15x plus 22 equals 11x plus 106.

ANSWER:
x equals 21
9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many square inches are in a square yard?

ANSWER:
1296 square inches

9B.
What Methodist college is located in southwestern Virginia and has Division III sports teams known as “The Wasps”?

ANSWER: Emory & Henry College

10A.
What psychological effect is observed when a patient’s condition improves after receiving an inert substance, because the patient believes the treatment will work?

ANSWER: placebo effect

10B.
In numerous TV commercials, Gilbert Gottfried provides the voice for what avian spokes-creature of an accident and disability insurance company?

ANSWER:  AFLAC Duck

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
Seismologists named it the low-velocity zone, as seismic waves tend to travel slowly through this plastic-like zone.  What is the name for this portion of the upper mantle on which the lithosphere and all the planet's tectonic plates float?

ANSWER: aesthenosphere
2.
In 1896, he sent a telegram congratulating the President of the Transvaal for defeating the British. He angered the British again in 1908 by commenting to the Daily Telegraph, “You English are mad, mad, mad as March hares.” He proved incompetent as a military leader, and by 1916, real power had passed to Paul von Hindenburg and Erich Ludendorff. What ruler of Germany abdicated in 1918 as Kaiser?

ANSWER: Kaiser Wilhelm II

3. 
Husband number two, who is also husband number five, is her “soulmate,” with whom she retires in colonial Maryland. Husband number one died young. Husband number four was a wealthy banker who died broke after five years of marriage. Husband number three, it turns out, was her own half-brother. What title character was also a “Thief,” “Whore,” and a “Felon in Virginia” during a novel by Daniel Defoe? 

ANSWER: The Fortunes and Misfortunes of the Famous Moll Flanders (the rest of the title is five lines long)

4.
This region of the body contains an area whose treelike structure gives it the name “Tree of Life.” Despite being only 10% of the brain’s volume, what region of the brain has 50% of the neurons, which are used to “power” the senses and fine motor skills? 

ANSWER: 
cerebellum
5.
The now former chair of the House Caucus on Missing and Exploited Children, he represented the 16th District of Florida.  The Washington Times has called for Speaker Dennis Hastert's resignation regarding the scandal surrounding what disgraced former Congressman who resigned due to allegations of inappropriate conduct with Congressional pages?

ANSWER: Rep. Mark Foley
6.
This work, written in the early 5th century after the sack of Rome, argued that Christians should concern themselves with the heavenly Jerusalem instead of temporal politics. In what work by Saint Augustine of Hippo is the titular location in constant struggle with the City of Man? 

ANSWER: The City of God against the Pagans

7.
He is the only person to ever have gotten the rank of Admiral of the Navy. His Presidential campaign ended before it began, after he was quoted as saying the President’s job was “easy” since all he had to do was follow Congress’s orders. The quote, “You may fire when ready, Gridley,” was given by what American naval commander before the Battle of Manila Bay during the Spanish-American War?

ANSWER: George Dewey
8.
Its first few rows are: 1 -- then 1, 1 – then 1, 2, 1 – then 1, 3, 3, 1 – then 1, 4, 6, 4, 1. This is what construction named after a French mathematician?

ANSWER:
Pascal’s triangle
9.
Making up the subfamily Erinaceinae (eh-rih-nah-SIH-nigh), they have spines, not quills, and are not native to the Americas.  Name this animal whose types include Desert, Somali, Daurian, Long-eared, and the video game character Sonic.

ANSWER:
hedgehog
10.
He died of pneumonia contracted after Queen Christina of Sweden insisted he get up at 7am instead of noon. Principles of Philosophy and Discourse on Method are the most famous works by what French philosopher associated with the statement, “I think, therefore I am,” and a geometric coordinate system named for him?

ANSWER: René Descartes (DAY-kart)
11.
“You see my problem is this:  I'm dreaming away, wishing that heroes, they truly exist. I cry, watching the days; can't you see I'm a fool in so many ways?  But to lose all my senses, that is just so typically me”.  This is the second verse to what title track off of the second album by former pop princess Britney Spears?

ANSWER:  “Oops!... I Did It Again”

12.
Its current head is David Cameron, who was preceded by Michael Howard, Iain (ee-un) Duncan Smith and William Hague. It is debating integration in the European Union and social issues such as gay rights and abortion. 198 members of the House of Commons are in what political party opposed to the United Kingdom’s Labour Party?

ANSWER: Conservative Party of the United Kingdom or Tories or Tory
13.
Section 505 has been ruled unconstitutional, Section 805 has been declared "constitutionally vague," and eight states have passed laws nullifying various clauses of the legislation.  A bill that would have made it permanent was voted down by the Senate in December 2005, though what legislation was temporarily extended in June 2006, despite protests by civil liberties advocates?

ANSWER: USA PATRIOT Act
14.
Equal to r times F times sin theta or moment arm times force, what term represented by tau is measured in Newton meters and is the rotational analogue of force?

ANSWER:
torque
15.
He appears in two books of poetry, When We Were Very Young and Now We Are Six and in two short story collections which contain his name and so can’t be mentioned in the question. Some of the short stories include “In Which Piglet Meets a Heffalump” and “In Which Tigger is Unbounced.” What character was created by A.A. Milne (mil-nee) and named for a toy bear owned by his son, Christopher Robin? 

ANSWER: Winnie-the-Pooh
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
American Secretary of War Henry Stimson had taken his honeymoon there, and so dropped it from the list of potential atomic bomb targets. It still has large numbers of pre-war townhouses known as machiya (mah-CHEE-yah). It was originally named Heiankyo (hay-AHN-kyoh) and its name was changed to a name meaning, “capital city.” Between 794 and 1868, what city was the capital of Japan? 

ANSWER: Kyoto
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Solve for x:  12x minus 40 equals 4x.

ANSWER:
x equals 5
3.
 In the sentence, “What did you say to him?” identify the pronouns in that sentence?

ANSWER: what, you and him (What is a pronoun in this case)

4.
He and his brother Louis co-founded the Cornish Colony of artists in New Hampshire, whose members included Maxfield Parish.  He designed the “double eagle” gold coin, as well as a memorial to Henry Adams’s wife at Rock Creek Cemetery, entitled “Grief”.  Who is this hyphenated-named American sculptor of the Robert Shaw Memorial in Boston?

ANSWER:  Augustus Saint-Gaudens
5.
The first known mixture with this property was discovered by Louis Pasteur and was a mixture of tartaric acid.  Name this term for a mixture that does not rotate plane-polarized light and has equal amounts of left and right-handed stereoisomers.

ANSWER:
racemic (ray-SEE-mik) or racemate (ray-seh-MATE)
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

