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2006-07 Region Competition

Match #10

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl Region competitions. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL Region champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your Region’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
Before this holiday, the entire family must get rid of any trace of chametz (HA-mets), or leavened bread. A meal called a seder (SAY-der) is celebrated on the first night of what weeklong festival during which Jews celebrate the Exodus from ancient Egypt? 

ANSWER: Passover or Pesach (PAY-sak)

2.
This four-letter word, when doubled, is a verb meaning “to express disdain for something.” It was used in the Mikado along with another syllable to describe someone who holds a lot of offices but doesn’t really work at any of them. What word is also the name of Christopher Robin’s favorite Bear? 

ANSWER: pooh
3.
Max Goldberg created the first iteration of this website in 2001, along with dustindiamond.com (Dustin Diamond dot com).  The 'Picard Song' was the first one to take off, spurring popularity among internet users, and ultimately leading to conflicts with both eBaum's World and the Church of Scientology.  What is this site that features looping images, sound and text and inspired by a 5-word Sean Connery line from Finding Forrester?

ANSWER: YTMND or You're the Man Now, Dog
4.
Edouard Lucas invented this mathematical puzzle which is often used to teach recursion in computer science classes. Its three rules are: move only one disc at a time, don’t put a large disc atop a small disc, and move the discs between the three pegs. What is this puzzle that starts with four more discs stacked atop each other on the leftmost peg?

ANSWER: Tower(s) of Hanoi (accept Tower of Brahma, and accept an answer that contains “tower” and can be proven as such by the coach or player.)
5.
In 1983, four additional digits that are often not used were added to them. In Virginia, they start with numbers between 220 and 246. The White House and several IRS Service Centers have one to themselves; the Pentagon has six. The US Postal Service uses what five or nine-digit numbers to speed mail delivery? 

ANSWER: ZIP codes

6.
Like Francis Drake, he was a privateer for Elizabeth I. In 1592, he got the biggest “prize” of the 16th century: the Spanish ship Madre de Dios (MAH-dray day DEE-ohs). His shipwreck off Bermuda in 1609 is thought to be the inspiration for Shakepeare’s The Tempest. What commander of the Susan Constant, the largest of the three ships that sailed to Jamestown, is remembered today in the name of a city and a university in the Hampton Roads area?

ANSWER: Christopher Newport
7.
In Malaysian, its name means, “tree of a thousand uses.” The husk of its fruit is used in rope-making and fire-starting. The juice inside each fruit is full of vitamins and antioxidants. Its flesh, known as copra, can be eaten fresh or dried and is used in baking. It can grow to 30 meters tall and has pinnate leaves 4 to 6 meters long.  Name this tropical tree with fibrous drupes known as Cocos nucifera (noo-see-FAY-ruh).
ANSWER: coconut palm

8.
What is the familiar singular imperative of the Spanish verb ser (SAIR), or “to be,” a word that is also the first-person singular in the present indicative of saber (sah-BAIR)?

ANSWER: sé (say)

9.
Not all members of this family were bad – Francis, who was leader of the Jesuits between 1565 and 1572, became a saint in 1671. Giovanni, who might’ve been the result of incest, had several dukedoms, but held little temporal power. Lucrezia (loo-kray-TSEE-ah) may, or may not, have been a party to the scheming. What family included among its members the un-Popely acting Popes Calixtus III and Alexander VI? 

ANSWER: Borgia (BOR-jee-uh) or Borja (BOR-hah) family

10.
British singer Beth Orton’s first album, released in 1996, had this name.  In Germany, they are known as “wagendorfs,” (vah-ghen-DORFS) and people involved in the punk movement often live there.  In the United States, stereotypes abound against poor people who live in what housing areas, usually an accumulation of recreational vehicles and mobile homes, within which live people pejoratively called “trash?”
ANSWER: trailer park(s)

11.
In 1720, it got a Royal Charter granting exclusive rights to trade with Spain’s Latin American colonies. It found that buying British government debt was more profitable – in fact, it did this until it went out of business in the 1850s. Its stock price went from £100 to over £1,000 in seven months, then fell again, with thousands losing their fortunes. What British company was one of the first stock market bubbles? 

ANSWER: South Sea Company

12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Factor, completely, the polynomial x squared plus 27x plus 176.

ANSWER: x plus 11 and x plus 16 (either order is acceptable) 
13. 
Athena was born from Zeus’ head. However, he was born from Zeus’ thigh after being orphaned before birth, when his mother Semele saw Zeus’ divine form. In 186 BC, secret parties in his honor had gotten so out of hand that the Roman Senate passed a law banning them. His female followers were “mad women” known as Maenads. What god was the patron of agriculture, the theater and of sweet, intoxicating wine?
ANSWER: Bacchus or Dionys(i)us
14.
Despite their name, these birds have started showing up in New Zealand, the British Isles and Scandinavia. They live year-round along the United States’ northern border, and, in the Pacific Northwest, they don’t migrate south for the winter in their classic “V” formation. What type of waterfowl has a brown body, black neck and head, white chin, and is known as Bronta Canadensis?

ANSWER: Canada goose (geese) (accept “Canadian goose”)

15.
Early in his career, he wrote A Case of Need under the pen name Jeffery Hudson. He departed from his usual “science gone wrong” plot in his pseudo-historical Eaters of the Dead, which was made into the movie The 13th Warrior. His most recent novel is November 2006’s Next, which followed Prey and State of Fear. Who, however, is perhaps best-known for Disclosure, Rising Sun and Jurassic Park?

ANSWER: Michael Crichton
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve for x and y.  2x plus 3y equals 21 and 2x plus 5y equals 31.

ANSWER: x equals 3 and y equals 5 (either order is acceptable)

1B.
What does the s stand for in laser?

ANSWER: stimulated
2A.
In what geological era are we currently living?

ANSWER: Cenozoic
2B.
Peer Gynt, Hedda Gabler and A Doll’s House are plays by what playwright?

ANSWER: Henrik Ibsen
3A.
In the game Stratego, what is the only piece that can move more than one space at time, and is usually assigned the number 9?


ANSWER: scout
3B.
Logan International Airport serves what major American city? 

ANSWER: Boston
4A.
Who was the only surviving son of Charlemagne, ruling his domains between 814 and 840? 

ANSWER: Louis the Pious or Louis I or Louis the Fair (prompt on “Louis”)

4B
What musician and bandmate of Fergie has also appeared on the Pussycat Dolls hit single, "Beep"?

ANSWER: will.i.am (Will I Am)

5A.
What is the name given to the prevailing westerly winds found near the equator?

ANSWER: trade winds
5B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Simplify the quantity x squared plus 12x minus 189 end quantity divided by the quantity x minus 9 end quantity.

ANSWER: x plus 21
6A.
The title of an Eleanor Hodgman Porter novel gives us what word that means “foolishly or blindly optimistic”?

ANSWER: pollyanna
6B.
A tangent line touches a circle at how many points?

ANSWER: one
7A.
What is the name of the point where the supply and demand curves meet?

ANSWER: equilibrium 

7B.
The Scaunchboro Mall is the setting for what Nicktoon that features two friends, Josh and Parker, that work at a fast food restaurant?

ANSWER: Mr. Meaty
8A.
“Thou still unravish’d bride of quietness, / Thou foster-child of Silence and Time,” are the opening lines to what poem by John Keats?

ANSWER: “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (and NOT “Ode to a Grecian Urn”)

8B.
The Fourth K and The Last Don were lesser-known novels by what author of The Godfather? 

ANSWER: Mario Puzo
9A. 
The Last Joke, The Hand of Man, and Steerage were famous photographs by which founder of the Photo-Secession movement, the husband of Georgia O’Keeffe?

ANSWER: Alfred Stieglitz 
9B.
What island off the coast of Brooklyn became famous in the late 19th and early 20th centuries for its Luna Park, Steeplechase Park and Dreamland amusement parks?

ANSWER: Coney Island

10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the volume of a regular pyramid with a square base of area 200 feet and height 300 feet?

ANSWER: 20,000 cubic feet
10B.
What is the atomic mass of helium’s most common isotope?

ANSWER: four
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
This novel centers on Private Robert E. Lee Prewitt’s refusal to box for his company and an affair between Sergeant Milt Warden and Karen Holmes, the company commander’s wife. It is set at the Schofield Barracks in Hawaii in the summer and fall of 1941. What novel by James Jones is perhaps best-known for the ending scene where Milt and Karen are embracing on the beach as the waves overtake them? 

ANSWER: From Here to Eternity
2.
This university’s annual French film festival has become the largest in the US. Its main campus is officially called “Monroe Park” and its Siegel Center is the host to several VHSL athletic championships. The Medical College of Virginia and the Richmond Professional Institute merged in 1968 to form what public university? 
ANSWER: Virginia Commonwealth University or VCU
3.
To qualify as one of these, the following must occur over three hours: visibility of less than 400 yards, wind speed of at least 35 miles an hour, and of course, the snow and/or ice. What word was coined to describe the great snowstorm of 1888 and is used to describe any major winter storm?
ANSWER: blizzard or bizzlard
4.
As a child, he was called “Mullah Atari” for his love of video games. Due to his non-love of schoolwork, his title is only “Scholar of Islam,” thus, he is not able to issue fatwas. Nonetheless, he had enough power to allegedly murder rival cleric Abdul Majid al-Khoei in 2003, and start two rebellions against American forces in 2004. What Shi’ite leader has found his theological deficiencies can be overcome with his Mahdi Army? 

ANSWER: Moqtada (or Muqtada) al-Sadr (or as-Sadr)

5.
Diet member Marutei Tsurunen has translated this work into Finnish. The title character has three wives, and children by two other women: one of the Emperor’s wives and the Lady Akashi. Most English translators will give the characters proper names; in Japanese, they are referred to by title or clothing. Lady Murasaki Shikibu was the author of what 11th century work of literature often considered the first-ever novel?

ANSWER: The Tale of Genji
6.
Her mother, Beth Twitty, has kept her in the news for nearly two years, and believes Deepak Kalpoe, Satish Kalpoe and Joran van der Sloot have not said all that they know. What 2005 graduate of Mountain Brook High School in Alabama was last seen with any certainty at 1 a.m. on May 30, 2005, leaving the Carlos n’ Charlie’s bar and grill in Aruba? 

ANSWER: Natalee Holloway
7.
He was known as the “Chesapeake Ripper,” killing at least nine people in the early 1970s before being caught by FBI agent Will Graham. He then helped the FBI solve the “Tooth Fairy” and “Buffalo Bill” cases. In the novel, he escapes and is living in Buenos Aires with former FBI agent Clarice Starling, who is now his lover. What enjoyer of fava beans in Red Dragon and Silence of the Lambs was nicknamed the “Cannibal?”

ANSWER: Dr. Hannibal Lecter (ask for more information on “Hannibal the Cannibal.” In the movie, the ending is different; he cuts off his hand and flees.)

8.
The inspiration for his system was a “night-writing” system made by Charles Barbier (BAR-bee-ay). In the 20th century a “Grade 2” system that combines letters and shrinks the size of books was developed. What Frenchman, blinded at age three, created the six-dot system of embossing letters on paper that blind people use to read? 

ANSWER: Louis Braille
9.
This metalloid was found in Paris Green, an early pesticide, and was also mixed with lead to produce a less-poisonous pesticide than Paris Green. Albertus Magnus was the first to produce a pure sample. A poison that comes in yellow, black, and gray forms, what element has an average atomic mass of 74.92, atomic number 33, and symbol As?

ANSWER: arsenic
10.
In 1925, this statue was dug out entirely and restored. While most archaeologists believe it was built during the Fourth Dynasty, some New Age thinkers believe it was built as early as 10,000 BC. The story that Napoleon’s army shot off the nose is probably untrue. What half-human, half-lion statue in Egypt that inspired a Greek myth about a riddle?

ANSWER: the Great Sphinx at Giza

11.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the hypotenuse of a right triangle with legs of 20 feet and 48 feet?

ANSWER: 52 feet
12.
At the end of this story, the title character finds out she has become a “daughter of the air.” She will enter Heaven in 300 years as a reward for not killing the newly-married prince. She had earlier agreed to exchange her tongue for a pair of legs in a deal with the Sea Witch, but the prince marrying another meant she became sea foam. A statue in Copenhagen Harbor exists of what title character in a Hans Christian Andersen fairy tale?

ANSWER: “The Little Mermaid”
13.
This man studied at the Leipzig Conservatory, composing incidental music to The Tempest as his graduation piece in 1861.  In the 1870s, he completed the hymn “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” but which British composer became famous with Trial by Jury, The Sorcerer, and H.M.S. Pinafore, collaborations with librettist W.S. Gilbert?

ANSWER: Sir Arthur Sullivan
14.
Early work by Theodor Wittmaack was followed up by Karl-Axel Ekbom publishing a paper in 1945 on this disease. Ropinirole (roh-pin-EYE-role), sold as Requip, is the only FDA-approved drug to treat this disorder. What disorder usually affects the lower limbs, is characterized by an overwhelming urge to move, and is abbreviated RLS?

ANSWER: restless legs syndrome
15.
Later in life, she had a relationship with the actress Nance O’Neil. Her uncle John Morse testified that her father was going to change his will to reduce her inheritance, but a defense led by Andrew Jennings enabled her to be acquitted in a murder trial set in Fall River, Massachusetts. Who, on August 4, 1892, did or did not take an axe and administer a combined twenty (and not eight-one) whacks to her father and stepmother? 

ANSWER: Lizzie Borden 

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
Despite the fact that he has only 27 career home runs, this man once hit grand slams in back-to-back games.  A member of the World Series Champion Anaheim Angels in 2002, he moved to the St. Louis Cardinals three years later.  Name this two-time All-Star shortstop who, though only 5-feet-7-inches tall, won the 2006 World Series MVP.

ANSWER: David Eckstein
2.
Write down the sentence, (Quizmaster: read slowly) “The trophy that I won is now lying forgotten in a crate.” (Quizmaster: read normally) What type of pronoun is “that?”

ANSWER: relative
3.
This silvery white metal is found along with iron in kamacite.  Russia, Australia, and Canada are its three largest producers and its average atomic mass is 58.69.  Name this magnetic transition metal with atomic number 28 and symbol Ni.

ANSWER: nickel
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 28 percent of 1880?

ANSWER: 526.4
5.
In 1964, its seven tunnels through the Appalachians were either closed or expanded. Governor Ed Rendell and State House Speaker John Perzel have estimated that privatizing it could bring in up to $30 billion. An interchange project with I-95 is beginning in 2007 and its Northeast Extension to Scranton was built in 1957. What road, America’s first superhighway, connects Philadelphia with Pittsburgh? 

ANSWER: Pennsylvania Turnpike
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

