Virginia High School League Scholastic Bowl
page 8
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Match #4

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl State Tournament. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions, which were then edited by Adam Fine, Raj Dhuwalia, Marian Suter, Dan Goff, Fred Morlan, Tom Chuck and Tom Egan. 
Competitors must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions is permitted.
(b)
Releasing these questions to entities who are not associated with the tournament is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
In a 1992 movie, she attended Hemery High School, was trained by Donald Sutherland’s character, Merrick, and had to fight a demon portrayed by Rutger Hauer.  Four years later, she moved to Sunnydale and befriended Xander and Willow.  Who was this teenager, played by Kristy Swanson on film and by Sarah Michelle Gellar on TV?

ANSWER:  Buffy the Vampire Slayer 

2.
One of this writer’s two marriages was to Sir Max Mallowan. She wrote Curtain and Sleeping Murder, intending to release them after her death, but decided to release Curtain in 1974, two years before she died. Her plays include Witness for the Prosecution, Ten Little Indians and The Mousetrap. What writer is best-known as the creator of detectives Hercule Poirot (PWAH-roh) and Jane Marple?

ANSWER: Agatha Christie
3.
 It is the name of the Local Arm of the Milky Way, the M42 nebula, and the constellation within which M42 lies. Alnitak, Alnilam and Mintaka are three stars within it, and it represents the mythological owner of Canis Major and Canis Minor. Rigel (RYE-jel) and Betelgeuse (bay-tel-JOOS) are two stars within what constellation, a giant hunter from Greek myth?

ANSWER: Orion 
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope of a line parallel to the line 12x minus 4y equals 8?

ANSWER: 3
5.
Subordinate commanders during this battle included Princes Vuk and Vlatko, who were opposed by Yakub and the future Sultan Bayezid I. Milos Obilic (oh-bee-LEECH) assassinated Ottoman Sultan Murad I during the battle, and Prince Lazar was executed shortly after it. The Field of Blackbirds was the site of what battle, fought on June 15, 1389, that was a setback to Christian power in the Balkans?  

ANSWER: Battle of Kosovo
6.
He used his nose blood as bait to catch and pull up a land mass that became New Zealand’s North Island.  His mother, Hina, was happy when he caught the Sun with a rope and forced it to travel slower.  Who is this god of the Maoris and Hawaiians, namesake of Hawaii’s second largest island?

ANSWER:  Maui
7.
This strongest type of covalent bond is the basis of single covalent bonds, and is formed by “s” orbitals overlapping end-to-end with electron density concentrated between the bonding atoms’ nuclei. What type of bond is named for a Greek letter and must not be confused with the pi or delta bond?

ANSWER: sigma bond 

8.
This poem originally appeared in the San Francisco Examiner in June 1888 and was put to music by Russell Hunting and DeWolf Hopper, among others. It begins when Cooney and Barrows both “die at first,” but Flynn and Jimmy Blake both get on base. What poem by Ernest Thayer ends in heartbreak for the Mudville nine, for “mighty Casey has struck out?”

ANSWER: “Casey at the Bat”

9.
He got his nickname after being cut in the cheek while fighting Frank Gallucio (gah-loo-CHEE-oh). In 1919, Frankie Yale, his boss at the time, sent him from Brooklyn to Chicago, where he started working for Johnny Torrio. By 1925, he had taken over Torrio’s operations, but in 1931, he was in jail, convicted of tax evasion. “Scarface” was the nickname of what Prohibition gangster that organized the Valentine’s Day Massacre? 

ANSWER: Alfonse (Al) Gabriel Capone
10.
This terrorist group’s symbol consists of a snake wrapped around an axe. Its homeland includes portions of Aquitaine, Biscay and Navarre, and its capital is Bilbao.  First motivated by General Franco's cultural suppression, a nine-month "permanent" ceasefire was ended by a bomb in a parking garage, planted by what terrorist organization whose name translates as "Basque Homeland and Freedom"?

ANSWER: ETA (it is either spelled out or pronounced "eh-tuh")

11.
This word comes to us from French words meaning “crane’s foot;” the reference being that an ancestry chart will look like a crane’s foot. What is this eight-letter word starting with “p” that refers to someone’s ancestors, especially in reference to a pure-breed animal?  

ANSWER: pedigree
12.
Until the 1950s, you could actually ride a horse down this American street’s center median – hence the name. However, in the 1970s, its section between Santa Monica and Wilshire Boulevards became an exclusive shopping district. What is this most famous street in Beverly Hills, California? 

ANSWER: Rodeo (roh-DAY-oh) Drive
13.
Based on its location on the Periodic Table, hydrogen, when subjected to enormous pressure, begins to exhibit the properties of one of this type of element. What term is applied to the Group 1A elements lithium, sodium, potassium, rubidium, cesium, and francium?

ANSWER: alkali metals (prompt on “metal,” and accept Group 1 or Group 1A before it is said in the question. Do not accept “alkaline earth” metals)
14.
This group has appeared as the house band for the fifth anniversary tour of NPR's This American Life, toured with They Might Be Giants, and their first single, "A Million Ways," appears as part of the soundtrack for EA Sports' Madden NFL 2003.  What is this band, whose two singles off their second album, Oh No, have appeared as viral videos on YouTube, including their treadmill-dancing video for "Here It Goes Again"?

ANSWER: Ok Go
15.
On April 1, 2001, the Netherlands legalized it, and Belgium, Spain and Canada also allow it. It has been banned in Latvia and several US states. While Massachusetts allowed it starting in 2004, there is still an effort to ban it there. What contentious issue was the subject of a Constitutional amendment that failed to pass the Senate on June 7, and was outlawed in a Virginia referendum in November?

ANSWER: same-sex marriage (accept equivalents such as “gay marriage”)

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
What test, consisting of verbal, quantitative and analytical writing sections, is produced by the ETS, and is a requirement for applying to many graduate schools? 

ANSWER: GRE or Graduate Record Examination
1B.
Write down the sentence, (quizmaster: read slowly) “I myself will keep score for this match.” (quizmaster: read normally) What type of pronoun, related to reflexive, is myself?

ANSWER: intensive

2A.
Name one of the two three-letter terms for a group of whales.

ANSWER: gam or pod
2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is i to the 146th power?

ANSWER: -1
3A.
The Rig, Sama (SAH-mah), Yajur (YAH-jur) and Atharva (ah-THAR-vah) are what four sacred texts of Hinduism?

ANSWER: Vedas

3B.
What English chemist is known for the developing the law of partial pressures and for pioneering modern atomic theory? 
ANSWER: John Dalton
4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a circle with a diameter of 42 inches?

ANSWER: 441 pi square inches
4B.
The Athenian general Miltiades (mil-TEE-ah-deez) drove a 50,000-man army under Persian emperor Darius (DAY-ree-us) I back into the sea at what battle fought in 490 BC?

ANSWER: Battle of Marathon
5A.
What five-letter word, coming to us from Arabic, means the lowest point of something?

ANSWER: nadir
5B.
Name any of the VHSL’s six football champions in the 2006 season.

ANSWER: Riverheads, Goochland County, Richlands, Amherst County, Phoebus or Osbourn
6A.
The Aviator sculpture on the campus of the University of Virginia was completed by what man who is also responsible for the four carved presidential busts on Mount Rushmore?

ANSWER: Gutzon Borglum
6B.
What American author created the characters Anthony Patch, Monroe Stahr, Amory Blaine and Daisy Buchanan?

ANSWER: F. Scott Fitzgerald
7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the median of 109, 357, 498, 123, 202, and 178?

ANSWER: 190
7B.
Who lost the disputed election of 1876 to Rutherford B. Hayes?

ANSWER: Samuel J. Tilden
8A.
What mineral, a special form of iron oxide, is combined with iron in a lodestone?

ANSWER: magnetite
8B.
Ethiopian troops have helped pro-government forces retake cities in what country from several Islamic militias, most notably the Islamic Courts Union?

ANSWER: Somalia
9A.
In 1860, who overthrew the Bourbon monarchy of the Two Sicilies while at the head of his “Red Shirts?”

ANSWER: Giuseppe Garibaldi
9B.
By definition, what is the product of the slope of a non-horizontal or non-vertical line and the slope of a line perpendicular to the first line?

ANSWER: -1
10A.
What French verb tense is being conjugated when the suffixes –ais, -ais, -ait, -ions, -iez and –aient (spell the suffixes) are added to the infinitive?

ANSWER: conditional or le conditionnel (lih kaw-dee-SEE-awn-ell)

10B.
Involuntary spasms in what muscular shelf between the thoracic and abdominal cavities cause hiccups?

ANSWER: diaphragm 
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
This fictional group was called the Knights of Walpurgis in early manuscripts. Stan Shunpike was falsely accused of being a member, and Igor Karkaroff turned traitor against them. All of them have a tattoo, on their left forearm, of a skull with a snake coming out of its mouth, called the “Dark Mark.” What name is given to the closest followers of Lord Voldemort in the Harry Potter series? 

ANSWER: Death Eaters

2.
When she was ten, her parents were the plaintiffs in a 1940 Supreme Court case involving the enforcement of covenants that prevent Blacks from occupying a house. Some of her unfinished works were put into the posthumous work, To Be Young, Gifted and Black. What author of The Drinking Gourd is far better-known, however, for writing a play about the Younger family, A Raisin in the Sun? 

ANSWER: Lorraine Hansberry
3.
In the 1970s, some scholars said it did not emerge as a complete text until around 800 AD; the discovery of thousands of parchment fragments from the 650s disproved that. It consists of 114 surah (SOO-rah) each beginning with, “In the Name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.” The Angel Gabriel revealed what sacred text to Mohammad? 

ANSWER: Qur’an (KOO-rahn)

4.
Its “greater” species is the state bird of New Mexico; its “lesser” species lives in Mexico and Central America. This member of the cuckoo family and the genus Geococcyx (jee-oh-KAWK-siks) makes X-shaped tracks. Name this bird that can go along the ground up to 15 miles per hour and is seen in cartoons with Wile E. Coyote.

ANSWER: roadrunner 
5.
Two of its provisions were the Fiscal Responsibility Act, which would have required a balanced budget, and the Citizen Legislature Act, which would have installed term limits. Sticking to issues with 60% or higher support, it thus left abortion and school prayer alone. Newt Gingrich was the primary author of what set of 10 promises made to voters six weeks before the 1994 Congressional elections?

ANSWER: Contract with America (accept Contract on America from sworn Democrats)
6.
Officially released on July 27, 2006, its designers focused more on power conservation and cache efficiency instead of raw overall clock speeds. With the new architecture, power consumption is reduced by 40% over the last generation, also increasing processing ability by 40%. Name these new microchips from Intel that come in Solo, Quad, Extreme and most commonly Dual.

ANSWER: Core 2 (accept Core 2 Duo, Core Duo or “Core 2” with any of the names at the end, but DO NOT accept or prompt on “Core” by itself)

7.
It is calculated as the reciprocal of the square root of two times pi times d squared times n sub v and is represented by l (ell).  Name this distance defined as the average distance between collisions in a gas.

ANSWER: mean free path 
8.
Five people have refused this position, including Philip Larkin in 1984, Thomas Gray in 1757 and Walter Scott in 1813. Some wanted to abolish the position after the deaths of William Wordsworth and Alfred Tennyson, but a successor was found, and today the title is held by Andrew Motion. What position in the British Royal Court requires the writing of verse to commemorate special occasions?

ANSWER: Poet laureate of England (accept “of Great Britain” or “of the U(nited) K(ingdom)”)

9.
The location was chosen for three reasons: (1) it was in the American zone, (2) the Palace of Justice had not been destroyed and (3) it was the site of massive Nazi rallies over the past twenty years. Winston Churchill’s idea of summary execution and Joseph Stalin’s idea of executing 100,000 officers were rejected in favor of what massive set of trials held after World War II for Nazi criminals?

ANSWER: Nuremburg Trials or Tribunals (accept International Military Tribunal)
10.
Some of his companions have included Ace, Romana, Leela and a dog named K-9.  His adversaries include the Sontarans, the Master, and the Cybermen, but the best-known are the Daleks. His ship is stuck in the shape of a British police box and is known as the TARDIS. Who is this titular character of a British science fiction series?  

ANSWER: Doctor Who (he is known almost always as “The Doctor,” but accept “Doctor Who.”)
11.
In his poem, “Au lecteur” (oh lek-TER), he accuses the reader of hypocrisy. He spent much of his last 15 years translating the works of Edgar Allan Poe. The Wrecks was a collection of five poems so scandalous they couldn’t be included in his most famous collection. What 19th century French poet is most famous for Les fleurs de mal (lay fler dih mal)?

ANSWER: Charles Baudelaire (boh-deh-LAIR)
12.
This campaign is often referred to as a battle. Colonel Barry St. Leger (lay-JER) couldn’t send reinforcements after losing the battle of Oriskany, and General William Howe decided to attack and capture Philadelphia instead of heading north. After suffering defeats at Bennington, Freeman’s Farm and Bemis Heights, John Burgoyne was forced to surrender his entire army at what 1777 Revolutionary battle fought in New York State?

ANSWER: Battle of Saratoga (accept Saratoga campaign)

13.
They come in six species that include James’s, Andean and Caribbean. Although they have several black flight feathers in each wing, their dominant color comes from eating lots of carotene-rich shrimp. Name these pink tropical birds that like to stand on one leg.

ANSWER: flamingo(s) 
14.
This work features two women with very similar names:  Odile (oh-DEEL), the daughter of the evil sorcerer Von Rothbart; and Odette, whom Siegfried loves despite being cursed by one of Rothbart’s spells.  Siegfried mistakenly marries Odile, condemning Odette to life as a bird in which 1877 ballet composed by Peter Tchaikovsky?

ANSWER:  Swan Lake
15.
They are the focus of advanced math like the Goldbach conjecture and the Riemann (REE-mahn) hypothesis, but they are studied during elementary school mathematics. The Sieve of Eratosthenes (ay-ras-TAW-theh-neez) is used to find what type of number whose only factors are itself and one?

ANSWER: prime numbers

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of 5-factorial plus 4 factorial?

ANSWER: 144
2.
This element is an essential micronutrient used to regulate the thyroid gland, but doses of over 400 milligrams a day can result in eventual death. Many of its compounds are very toxic, due to its periodic table location right next to arsenic.  It has an average atomic mass of 78.96.  Name this element, whose name comes from the Greek word for “moon,” with atomic number 34 and symbol Se.

ANSWER: selenium 
3.
Mark Twain, in a scathing criticism of this author’s work, said that “He prized the broken twig.” Twain also said he committed 114 offenses, of a possible 115, against literary art in two-thirds of a page in his novel, The Deerslayer. The Pioneers, The Prairie and The Pathfinder are three other novels by what writer, the creator of Natty Bumppo, that is most familiar for writing The Last of the Mohicans? 

ANSWER: James Fenimore Cooper
4.
In the 1750s, this plantation was the site of one of the nation’s largest whiskey distillers. But by 1848, it had fallen into ruin; the Virginia and American governments declined to buy it – it was bought by a local Ladies’ Association in 1860 which runs it to this day. What was, for 50 years, the residence of George Washington? 

ANSWER: Mount Vernon
5.
Wallace Shawn and Andre the Giant play two of a trio of kidnappers in this story within a story, told by a grandfather to his sick grandson.  Mandy Patinkin completes the trio as Inigo Montoya in what fantasy film featuring Cary Elwes as Westley and Robin Wright as the titular Buttercup?
ANSWER:  The Princess Bride
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

