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Match #4


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many cubic feet big is a box of width 2 yards, depth 1 yard, and height 3 yards, remembering that there are 27 cubic feet in one cubic yard?

ANSWER: 162 cubic feet
2.
Robin Williams voiced two characters, including a guru who is being asphyxiated by his sacred talisman.  Featuring a cameo by Steve Irwin as an elephant seal, this movie focuses on “Heartsongs,” and an egg that was dropped in the cold.  What animated film features Brittany Murphy performing “Boogie Wonderland” and Elijah Wood as the title character, a dancing penguin?

ANSWER: Happy Feet
3.
The most extreme of these events can lead to being unable to distinguish the ground from the sky and becoming disoriented, an event known as a whiteout.  The criteria established by the National Weather Service require winds of 35 miles per hour and visibility of less than 1/4 mile for more than three hours. What is this major snowfall event?

ANSWER: blizzards

4.
The ‘Dunlap broadsides’ are the earliest existing copies of this document, but an 1823 engraving by William Stone is the most familiar copy. References denouncing the slave trade were deleted from the finished product. John Dickinson’s attempts to put conciliatory language in it were defeated. What document, drafted after the approval of Richard Henry Lee’s resolution, was signed by most of its signers on August 2, 1776? 


ANSWER: Declaration of Independence
5.
He never returned to Ireland after a 1912 fight with his publisher, George Roberts. His grandson Stephen has threatened lawsuits against public reading of his work on June 16, a day known as Bloomsday. Stories such as ‘The Dead’ are part of his short story collection, Dubliners. Who is also known for A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Finnegans Wake, and Ulysses?


ANSWER: James Joyce
6.
After the Quota Laws of 1924, it was mostly used as a detention center, and was closed in 1954. It consists of five acres of New York surrounded by 32 acres of New Jersey. Passengers arriving in first and second class did not need to stop here; third class passengers got a six second medical exam and an interview about their life prospects in America. What place served as the first stop for 12 million immigrants? 


ANSWER: Ellis Island

7.
In her letter, ‘Court Order Can’t Make the Races Mix,’ this writer expressed opposition to the Brown ruling. Her novel, Seraph on the Suwanee, is unusual for its Black author portraying White characters. Many of her works were set in her childhood home of Eatonsville, Florida. Who wrote about the affair between Janie Crawford and Tea Cake in her novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God? 


ANSWER: Zora Neale Hurston
8.
It sleeps less than two hours a day, has a two-foot-long heart, and has a tongue eighteen inches long.  Its species name is Camelopardalis (kah-meh-loh-par-dah-lis) and its closest relative is the okapi.  Name this African mammal that at sixteen to eighteen feet in height is the tallest land-living animal species.

ANSWER: giraffe
9.
Bernard Williams criticized this phrase in his work The Project of Pure Enquiry. It appears in Discourse on Method and Principles of Philosophy, but notably does not appear in Meditations on First Philosophy. It is perhaps the most famous application of the instantiation principle, which holds that if something has a property, it exists. In what phrase coined by René Descartes is his own existence proven by his thought?

ANSWER: “I think, therefore I am” or “Cogito ergo sum” (caw-GHEE-toh AIR-goh soom)

10.
His later works, such as If Beale Street Could Talk and Just Above My Head, were largely ignored. His essay, ‘Down at the Cross,’ is often confused with the essay collection it is in, The Fire Next Time. He wrote about David, a White American visiting Europe, who has an affair with the title character in Giovanni’s Room. What author also created the characters of John, Roy, and Gabriel in his Go Tell It on the Mountain? 


ANSWER: James Baldwin
11.
Developed in 1824, its four steps are reversible isothermal expansion, isentropic expansion, reversible isothermal compression, and isentropic compression.  Its efficiency is a maximum and equal to one minus the ratio of the cold temperature to the hot temperature.  It operates on the reversible cycle of the same name.  Name this type of hypothetical engine named after a French pioneer of thermodynamics.

ANSWER: Carnot heat engine (accept Carnot cycle before ‘engine’)

12.
Believers practice a diet called I-tal (eye-tul). Ceremonies in it include ‘reasonings’ and ‘grounations.’ It calls existing power structures ‘Babylon.’ It believes that the Bible has been mistranslated to further White power, and some believers hold in esteem Kebra Nagast, a book of Ethiopian legends. What religion is known for its worship of Haile Selassie I as Messiah and for its ritual use of marijuana? 


ANSWER: Rasta(fari) or Rastafarianism
13.
In 222 AD, he lost the Battle of Yiling to Sun Quan’s forces. In 208 AD, he had allied with Sun Quan to defeat Cao Cao (tsao tsao) at the Battle of Red Cliffs. Through his entire career, he had Guan Yu and Zhang Fei as his loyal lieutenants; his great advisor Zhuge (zhoo-gheh) Liang joined him later. Who ruled the Kingdom of Shu and claimed to be Chinese Emperor during the Era of the Three Kingdoms? 


ANSWER: Liu Bei

14.
This nine-letter word comes to us from a Latin root meaning, ‘cleansing.’ It has been adopted today to refer to any form of suffering, or to anything that can cleanse or purify a system. It is also the English translation of the title of the middle section of Dante’s Divine Comedy. What word is most used, however, to refer to a place where sinners must cleanse themselves of sin before entering Heaven? 

ANSWER: purgatory 
15.
His wife, Libbie, lived until 1933, preventing a neutral look at his record. He was briefly removed from command after testifying against President Grant’s brother. During the Civil War, he led the ‘Wolverines,’ a brigade of Cavalry from Michigan, a nicer fate than can be expected from the last-place graduate of West Point’s Class of 1861. Who died at his last battle, a fight against Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse at Little Big Horn? 


ANSWER: George Custer
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
What group is associated with the Sinn Fein political party, outed a British spy in December 2005 and is known as a terrorist organization within the UK?

ANSWER: Irish Republican Army or IRA
1B.
What type of bird gathers in groups called murders?

ANSWER: crows

2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How much money is 7 quarters, 3 dimes, 6 nickels, and 12 pennies?

ANSWER: $2.47
2B.
What title character of a Winston Groom novel observed the Watergate break-in and entered the shrimp business with Lieutenant Dan and Bubba Blue? 


ANSWER: Forrest Gump
3A.
Who said, ‘Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice,’ as he accepted the Republican presidential nomination in 1964? 


ANSWER: Barry Goldwater
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the remainder when 743 is divided by 12?

ANSWER: 11
4A.
The ‘command’ type of this appears in a text-based interface. What word is also a verb meaning to remind an actor when he or she forgets the next line?

ANSWER: prompt
4B.
What city gets its name from an Algonquian word meaning “the good land,” and is the home to Kohl’s and Harley-Davidson? 

ANSWER: Milwaukee, Wisconsin

5A.
Which –ology is the study of tissue?

ANSWER: histology
5B.
Lys Assia was the first winner of what contest that Finnish heavy metal band Lordi won in 2006 and Serbian Marija Šerifović (shay-ree-foh-veech) won in 2007?

ANSWER: Eurovision Song Contest 

6A.
What Jane Austen character upbraids Emma Woodhouse for her treatment of Miss Bates, but eventually agrees to marry her? 


ANSWER: Mr (George) Knightley
6B.
This legal term is a threat made on a person or goods to force someone to sign a contract. What legal term is also an argument that a crime was committed out of the fear of immediate physical harm? 


ANSWER: duress
7A.
The first person to rule both Castile and Aragon was what Holy Roman Emperor that also ruled Naples, Austria, and the Netherlands? 


ANSWER: Charles V or Charles I of Spain

7B.
Ellen G. White was a founder of what Christian group that abstains from drinking and goes to church a day earlier than most Christian groups?


ANSWER: Seventh-Day Adventist
8A.
What Greek goddess had a daughter with Poseidon named Despoina, and another daughter with Zeus named Persephone (per-seh-foh-nee)?

ANSWER: Demeter
8B.
He published a defense of Copernicus in his Sacred Mystery of the Cosmos, but who is better known for his three laws of planetary motion? 

ANSWER: Johannes Kepler
9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Factor x squared plus 5x minus 36.

ANSWER: x plus 9 times x minus 4 (can be said in either order)

9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many pounds are in 25 kilograms, given that one kilogram equals 2.2 pounds?

ANSWER: 55 pounds

10A.
Graphite is composed of what element?

ANSWER: carbon
10B.
Spell out the suffix that is used to form the comparative form of an adjective when the adverb ‘more’ is not placed before it. 

ANSWER: -er  

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
In this work, Dioneo is exempt from the judgment of that day’s King or Queen. The day’s ruler sets the tone for each day, such as stories of human will, love tales that end happily, and examples of virtue. It is a frame narrative centered around ten young men and women who flee plague-ridden Florence. What is this set of 100 short stories written in 1353 by Giovanni Boccaccio (boh-kah-chee-oh)? 


ANSWER: The Decameron
2.
The 2007 version of this event featured Lieutenant Governor Bill Bolling, while once it was a de facto Democratic nominating convention. Recent years had Tim Kaine and Jerry Kilgore square off and Bob McDonnell toss barbs at Jim Webb. The Wakefield Ruritan Club sponsors what annual April event, the annual kickoff to Virginia’s electoral season that features the namesake bony fish cooked over wood? 

ANSWER: Shad Planking
3.
From the Latin for tailor, its actions include crossing the legs, flexing the knee, and flexing and laterally rotating the hip.  Its origin is superior to the anterior superior iliac spine and its insertion is the medial side of the upper tibia in the pes anserinus.  Name this longest muscle in the body.

ANSWER: sartorius
4.
The “St. Louis” variety of this dance is associated with Kenny Wetzel, and it is very fast – faster, in fact, than the “Collegiate” or “Murray” types of this dance. Those dances were popular in the 1920s. Now, when you think of this dance, you think of the beach music of the 1960s. Now, stop giggling, and tell me – what is the state dance of North and South Carolina, a word that has a very different meaning in British English? 

ANSWER: shag
5.
He paralyzed his country’s eight-member Presidency with a series of 4-4 votes, ending the League of Communists’ power. He supported the would-be republic of Krajina (krah-yee-nah). Operation Storm forced him to negotiate the Dayton Agreement. He fell from power after the Kosovo War and died during his war crimes trial in The Hague. Who was President of Serbia and Yugoslavia between 1989 and 2000? 


ANSWER: Slobodan (sloh-boh-dahn) Milošević (mih-leh-soh-vich)

6.
This language became widely used after linguistic studies by William Stokoe in the 1950s. It was developed in the 19th century from the Old French and Martha’s Vineyard languages. A simplified version can be taught to infants to help their linguistic development. At times, the eyebrows, head, and even the mouth are used for communication. Over a million people communicate using what language of the Deaf? 

ANSWER: American Sign Language or Ameslan or ASL (prompt on “sign language”)

7.
The first one in the US was German-speaking and opened by Margaretta Schurz in 1856; three years later, Elizabeth Peabody opened an English-speaking one. In Ontario, kids get two years of it, and in Nova Scotia, it is called ‘Grade Primary.’ Some parts of the US do not require students to attend the full day. What is this education level that occurs before the first grade? 


ANSWER: kindergarten 

8.
It is a measure of concentration and is its most commonly used measure.  Since it depends on volume, it also depends on temperature and pressure.  Name this measure that, as opposed to molality, uses an uppercase M and is the number of moles of a given substance per liter of solution.

ANSWER: molarity
9.
He was played on radio by William Conrad, but Conrad’s weight meant he was played by James Arness for 20 years on television. He frequently got Doc Adams to help with investigations, and always had his deputies, Festus Haggen and Chester Proudfoot. He never did marry the owner of the Long Branch, Miss Kitty Russell. What marshal for Dodge City, Kansas, was the main character of Gunsmoke? 
ANSWER: Marshal Matt Dillon
10.
A pure one does not exist, but they are often formed between metals and non-metals and are characterized by large differences in electronegativity.  Compounds that have them include lithium fluoride and sodium chloride.  Name this type of bond that is also known as an electrovalent bond.  

ANSWER: ionic bond

11.
This novel’s main character wants to get his son treated after a scorpion bite. He is offered 1,000 pesos for the title object but knows it is worth 50,000 pesos. However, he ends up killing four men and throws the object back into the sea after his infant son is shot. This is a summary of what novel by John Steinbeck about Kino, Juana, Coyotito, and the title object, a large gem? 


ANSWER: The Pearl
12.
The Rungrado May First Stadium in this city permits celebrations of the eternal achievement of the worker committed to the goal. The Arch of Triumph represents the great victories won against the imperialist United States for the cause of socialism. The Juche (joo-chay) Tower reminds all of the glorious power of self-reliance. What supreme vanguard on the Taedong River is the great capital of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea? 


ANSWER: Pyongyang, North Korea

13.
In FORTRAN, you use the word. In PASCAL, the caret is used also. In x86 assembly language, the data one is given by DP and the instruction one is given by IP. C and C++ use the asterisk. Name this data type whose value refers directly to another value stored elsewhere in the computer’s memory.

ANSWER: Pointer variable

14.
One of side length x has a surface area of 5 square roots of 3 times x squared and a volume of five-twelfths times (3 plus square root of 5) times x cubed.  It has 30 edges and 12 vertices.  Name this dual polyhedron of the dodecahedron, a Platonic solid with 20 triangular faces. 

ANSWER: icosahedron
15.
Ari Halberstam was shot here in a 1994 shooting, and in 2003, Iyman (eye-man) Faris was convicted of masterminding a plot that would’ve used blowtorches to cut down its cables. John Augustus and Washington Roebling designed it, and its towers were once the tallest structures in the Western Hemisphere. What bridge, when it opened on May 24, 1883, was the longest suspension bridge in the world and was quickly put on sale? 


ANSWER: Brooklyn Bridge

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
The introduction of the Enfield 1853 rifle allowed decades-long tensions to come to the surface. Open rebellion broke out after Bahadur Shah Zafar was ejected from the Red Fort and the forced disbanding of the 34th Bengal Native Infantry. The sieges of Cawnpore and Lucknow were part of what rebellion, led by native soldiers, that ended the rule of the Mughal Empire and the British East India Company? 


ANSWER: First War of Indian Indpendence, Sepoy Mutiny or Indian Rebellion of 1857

2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many distinct ways can the letters in the word fluffy be arranged, given that it is equal to 6 factorial divided by 3 factorial?

ANSWER: 120
3.
 Among its units are the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Bureau of Land Management, and it counts more than 1/5 of the surface area of the United States under its control.  What is this cabinet department, responsible for the National Park System and currently headed by Dirk Kempthorne?

ANSWER: Department of the Interior
4.
This man quit his job for just five minutes, and a nuclear bomb went off.  It only took him a shower, shave and change of clothes to recover from 20 months of Chinese torture, and he is the only person to make Chloe O'Brien forget about her personality disorder and patch his call through.  Who is this man, counterterrorist agent extraordinaire and protagonist of the Fox show 24?

ANSWER: Jack Bauer
5.
He was found the Sunday after Easter, and named for that day. He has a wart that covers his right eye, a cubic nose, one tooth that sticks out from his mouth, and bushy red hair. His constant bell ringing has also made him deaf. He gradually comes to oppose his adopted father Claude Frollo, and provides sanctuary for his beloved, the Gypsy orphan Esméralda. Who is this main character of The Hunchback of Notre-Dame? 


ANSWER: Quasimodo (prompt on ‘The Hunchback of Notre-Dame’)
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