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2007-08 District Competition

Match #15


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
While in the service of Bithynia, he won a naval battle by hurling cauldrons of snakes at the enemy fleet. He committed suicide around 183 BC to prevent capture by the Romans. He had been suffet, or chief magistrate of his country, but threatened to rebuild his nation’s power, so the Romans forced his exile in 195 BC. Who lost the battle of Zama and won the battle of Cannae while in the service of Carthage?
ANSWER: Hannibal
2.
They can be performed en dehors (awn day-or), where the performer turns outwards from the supporting leg, or en dedans (awn day-dawn), where the performer turns inwards. They are usually performed with the toe of one leg pointed next to the knee of the leg that stays on the ground. What move in ballet consists of the dancer spinning around while standing en pointe (awn puh-wahnt)? 

ANSWER: pirouette
3.
He started as a Top 40 deejay with the aliases Jeff Christie and Rusty Sharpe, and replaced Morton Downey, Jr., in Sacramento in 1984. In 1988, he moved to New York City, where he has broadcast from since. He wrote two books, The Way Things Ought to Be and See, I Told You So. His attempt at NFL commentary failed due to racially-charged comments about Donovan McNabb. Who is this conservative talk-show host?
ANSWER: Rush Limbaugh
4.
In real life, Carrie, the narrator’s younger sister, did not make the trip at the start of this novel, but was actually born after they arrived. True to life, the family did nearly die of malaria, met a Mr. Edwards from Tennessee, and got two mustangs named Pet and Patty. Set after the ‘Big Woods,’ what novel features the adventures in Independence, Kansas, of the family of Laura Ingalls Wilder?
ANSWER: Little House on the Prairie
5.
Making up the superorder Sela-chimor-pha, there are over 360 species of them.  With a fossil record extending over 450 million years, they range from nine inches to 39 feet long, and can lose 30,000 teeth in a lifetime.  Name this type of fish whose most famous species include zebra, bull, tiger, mako, whale, nurse, hammerhead, and great white.

ANSWER: shark
6.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the remainder when 19,443 is divided by 11, given that 11,000, 7700, and 660 are all evenly divisible by 11?

ANSWER: 6
7.
He never did finish any elected term of office. He left the House in 1846 to raise a regiment for the Mexican War. He served in the Senate the first time between 1847 and 1851, then left to run for governor. He served as Pierce’s Secretary of War, and re-entered the Senate in 1857, leaving to announce that Mississippi had seceded. Who also did not finish his six-year term as President of the Confederacy? 

ANSWER: Jefferson Davis
8.
This word comes from an Old English word meaning ‘vacant.’ It is used informally in its plural to refer to boxes or bottles with nothing in them. A mathematician uses it to describe the set that contains zero elements. What is this word that means ‘unfilled,’ as with a refrigerator, or something that contains nothing? 

ANSWER: empty or empties
9.
This god wasn’t always evil – in early myth, he fought an evil demon called Apep (ah-pep) every day. His head was of an otherwise-unknown animal called the Typhonic beast. However, after the Hyksos were defeated, this desert god became 100% pure evil. What god of Egyptian mythology is best-known for his conflict with Horus and Osiris? 

ANSWER: Set or Seth
10.
An early version of it was made by Michael Faraday.  It once used coal gas but now mainly uses natural gas, propane, or butane.  It consists of a weighted base, a hose barb, and a vertical barrel.  Name this common laboratory device named after a German chemist that uses a flame for heating and combustion.

ANSWER: Bunsen burner
11.
A fire in 1851 destroyed two-thirds of its inventory. Thomas Jefferson was paid $23,950 to help replenish the inventory after it was burned in the War of 1812. A new copyright law in 1870 made its inventory overflow, and it now has three buildings, named for Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and James Madison. While the general public can browse it, checkout privileges are limited from what research arm of our legislature?
ANSWER: Library of Congress
12.
This character was voiced by Lorenzo Music in his Saturday morning animated series.  Not a fan of February, he is known to consider it to be "the Monday of months."  In more recent years, this character's Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade balloon has been shown holding his teddy bear, Pooky.  Who is this orange tabby, known for his love of lasagna and indifference towards his owner Jon Arbuckle, drawn by Jim Davis?

ANSWER: Garfield
13.
Dams along this river form Bluestone Lake and Claytor Lake. Look closely, and you can see it on the West Virginia state quarter. Its tributaries include the Little and Greenbrier Rivers, and it flows past the cities of Galax and Radford before joining the Gauley River to form the Kanawha (kah-nah-hwah). What is this river that, despite its name, is one of the oldest rivers in North America? 
ANSWER: New River

14.
This compound is a colorless solid with a molecular mass of 98. It can be made through a ‘thermal’ or a ‘wet’ process. It is used in naval jelly to remove rust and to acidify foods such as colas. However, it can react with bodily calcium to cause bone problems. Name this weak triprotic acid that has formula H3PO4.
ANSWER: phosphoric acid
15.
Moses Isseries thought only elderly and infirm could eat varieties made with liquids other than water, but Rabbi Yosef Karo thought these varieties, known as ‘egg,’ were acceptable. The Sephardic community typically makes them softer, like a pita, but the Ashkenazi community tends to make them like crackers. What substitute for bread, carefully made to avoid leavening, is eaten by Jewish families during the Passover?
ANSWER: matzo (MAHT-soh) or matza
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
The Page 5 girl, the alien P’lod, and Bat Boy appeared in what now-closed newspaper that in 2004 admitted, “the reader should suspend disbelief for the sake of enjoyment”?

ANSWER: Weekly World News
1B.
Bastard was the first novel of what writer better known for God’s Little Acre and Tobacco Road?
ANSWER: Erskine Caldwell
2A.
The Indian Removal Act of 1830 led to what forced movement, in 1838, of 15,000 Cherokees to the future Indian Territory?

ANSWER: Trail of Tears or Nunna daul Isunyi
2B.
What bone is located parallel to the ulna?

ANSWER: radius
3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What number follows in the pattern 4, 12, 17, 51, 56, 168, and 173?

ANSWER: 519
3B.
It Doesn’t Take a Hero is the autobiography of what general that commanded US forces during the first Gulf War? 
ANSWER: Norman Schwarzkopf
4A.
What term is given to a self-sustaining collection of plants and animals that live within a habitat located in a single biome?
ANSWER: ecosystem
4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 65/104 into a fraction of lowest terms.

ANSWER: 5/8
5A.
Write down the following sentence. (Quizmaster: speak slowly.) “I gave my opponent credit for his correct answer, and he got ten points.” (Quizmaster: speak normally.) How many adjectives are in that sentence?

ANSWEER: four (my, his, correct, ten)

5B.
What number 2 pick from the 2006 draft now stars at running back for the New Orleans Saints after winning the 2006 Heisman Trophy at USC?

ANSWER: Reggie Bush
6A.
What is the second-lightest alkaline earth metal?

ANSWER: magnesium
6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of the base 2 logarithm of 128?

ANSWER: seven
7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope of a line parallel to the line 7x minus 12y equals 40?

ANSWER: 7/12
7B.
What 18th century philosopher from Geneva wrote the education treatise Emile (ay-meel) and the political work The Social Contract? 

ANSWER: Jean-Jacques Rousseau
8A.
The deaths of Hagen and Siegfried occur at the end of what last opera in Wagner’s (vag-nerz) Ring Cycle? 

ANSWER: Götterdämmerung (goht-ter-dem-mer-runk) or Twilight of the Gods

8B.
What three words could you use to tell a Spanish speaker you knew well to “Open the door”?

ANSWER: abre la puerta (ah-bray lah pwayr-tah)

9A.
What fear results in the presence of a 12a floor in some buildings, and is the fear of the number 13? 
ANSWER: triskaidekaphobia
9B.
What country, allied with England since 1373, has been ruled by the house of Braganza, and split the world with Spain in the Treaty of Tordesillas (tor-day-see-yahs)?
ANSWER: Portugal
10A.
The ‘holistic detective’ Dirk Gently was created by what author, better-known for his Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy series?
ANSWER: Douglas Adams
10B.
What subset of Standard Generalized Markup Language, popular because of its ability to create user-defined tags, is used in Microsoft Office’s 2007 file formats and Really Simple Syndication?


ANSWER: XML or Extensible Markup Language
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1.
It makes up about one-third of collagen and its codons are GGG, GGA, GGC, and GGU.  Its molecular mass is 75, its molecular formula is C2H5NO2, and it has no center of chirality, making it the only protein-forming amino acid not to have one.  Name this simplest amino acid, abbreviated gly.

ANSWER: glycine
2.
Its name was given by Louis Vauxcelles (voh-sel), and Gustave Moreau taught many of its students. Examples of its paintings include The River Seine (sen) at Chatou (shah-too), Charing Cross Bridge, and La Danse (dawns). André Derain and Henri Matisse are the best known painters in what group, whose name means ‘wild beasts’ in French?

ANSWER: Fauvism or Fauvist or Les Fauve(s) (rhymes with ‘rove’)
3.
Its middle portion consists of a history lesson delivered by the Archangel Raphael. In Book Three, the protagonist deceives Uriel and is directed to Earth. In Book Two, Sin is born from the protagonist’s forehead after a great debate in the halls of Pandemonium. What poem, written to ‘justify the ways of God to men’ by John Milton, concerns itself with Satan causing the fall of man?

ANSWER: Paradise Lost
4.
Mary Edmunds Walker and Buffalo Bill Cody had theirs restored in 1977 and 1989. Theirs had been revoked in 1916 by the Miles Commission, which also revoked the ones awarded in the Civil War to 864 men of the 27th Maine for serving a few days longer than agreed. The only American military award meant to be worn around the neck is what highest American military decoration? 

ANSWER: Medal of Honor
5.
Antoine (awn-twahn) Cournot (koor-noh) developed an early version of it for a duopoly situation; however, its namesake showed in his 1950 dissertation that they must exist for all finite games with any number of players.  Name this game theory solution concept where no player has anything to gain through a unilateral strategy change and which provides no assistance to Canadian NBA players. 

ANSWER: Nash equilibrium
6.
In elementary school, he allegedly figured that 5,050 was the sum of the first 100 numbers. By age 19, he had conjectured the prime number theorem and determined that all positive integers are the sum of three or fewer triangular numbers. By 22, he had proven the Fundamental Theorem of Algebra. Who was this prolific German mathematician? 

ANSWER: Carl Friedrich Gauss
7.
In equation form, it is Planck’s constant times light frequency equals the work function phi plus kinetic energy of electrons. Albert Einstein won the 1921 Nobel Prize in physics for explaining how it was caused by absorption of photons. Name this effect where light shining on metal causes emission of electrons.

ANSWER: photoelectric effect
8.
At the start of this play, Heracles tells his half-brother the fastest ways to Hades are to hang yourself, drink poison, or jump off a tower. The half-brother then proceeds to travel through the underworld dressed in a lion’s skin and carrying a club, being one-upped by his slave Xanthius. In what play by Aristophanes (air-ih-staw-fuh-neez) does the god Dionysus bring back Aeschylus (eh-skuh-lus) from the dead instead of Euripides (you-rih-puh-deez)? 
ANSWER: The Frogs
9.
This nation decided in 2003 to end its weapons of mass destruction program and pay compensation to the families of Pan Am Flight 103 victims.  Led by the Arab world's longest-serving leader, this is what nation, led by Moammar Qadaffi and with capital at Tripoli?

ANSWER: Libya
10.
This nation declared independence on August 17, 1945. Its first President sought to build a government based on ‘Pancasila,’ or five principles, before being overthrown in a 1965 coup by anti-Communist military members led by Suharto. Under Suharto, it annexed West Irian in 1973 before invading East Timor in 1975. What nation has its fourth-largest-in-the-world population scattered over 6,000 islands? 
ANSWER: Indonesia
11.
This features a dull luster and yellow streak, with cubic cleavage and isometric crystals.  Most often it is found inland, in areas where inland seas or lakes have evaporated.  Once abundant in southwest Virginia, the mining of this mineral gave its name to both a town in Smyth County and the original name of Roanoke.  What is this mineral, used for ice removal in winter and flavoring in the form of table salt?

ANSWER: halite or sodium chloride (accept salt before it is said in the question)
12.
Its eight boroughs include Les Rivières (lay ree-vee-ayrs) and Beauport. Leading landmarks include the Winter Carnival and the Château Frontenac (shah-toh frawn-teh-nak), a large hotel. It is the home of Laval University, the oldest university in Canada. Its Old Town is the only city in Canada or the United States whose city walls still exist, indeed, it was founded in 1608 by Samuel de Champlain. What is this city, capital of a French-speaking province? 
ANSWER: Quebec City, Quebec

13.
It is the last name of John, a cartoon figure representing the typical Englishman. It is a type of formal document from the Pope, and the nickname of World War II Admiral William Halsey. It is someone that believes stock prices will go up, and the animal associated with the constellation Taurus. What is the name given to the non-neutered male of several species, such as an elephant, moose, or cow?

ANSWER: bull
14.
In 1957, she conducted a survey of fellow Smith College graduates, focusing on what they did after graduation and their current general happiness with life.  She was a co-founder of both NARAL and the National Organization for Women. What woman, who died in 2005, was an advocate of feminism and wrote The Feminine Mystique?

ANSWER: Betty Friedan (FREE-dan)
15.
He predicted the German war reparations were too great and would lead to further conflict. However, he is best-known for The General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money. The saying, ‘In the long run, we are all dead,’ is attributed to what British economist who believed aggregate demand could be stimulated by government spending, thus bringing the West out of the Great Depression? 

ANSWER: John Maynard Keynes
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If x equals 16 when y equals 24 and they are inversely proportional, what is x when y equals 32, given that 16 times 24 equals 384?

ANSWER: x equals 12
2.
Henry Campbell-Bannerman was the first to adopt it as an official title. Spencer Perceval was the only one ever assassinated. The last one to die in office was Lord Palmerston in 1865. The person holding this title has also been the First Lord of the Treasury, and Robert Walpole was the first one recognized as one. What office has more recently been held by Jim Callaghan, John Major, and Tony Blair?
ANSWER: Prime Minister of Great Britain (accept answers with ‘Great Britain,’ ‘England,’ ‘British,’ or ‘English’ in them)
3.
This author of the poetry works The Contemplations and The Legend of Centuries was also a political thinker, as displayed by Last Days of a Condemned Man. When he died in 1885, two million people joined his funeral procession to the Panthéon (pawn-tay-awn), where he is buried. What French writer is best-known in the English world for Les Misérables (lay mee-zay-rah-bluh) and The Hunchback of Notre-Dame? 
ANSWER: Victor Hugo
4.
In 1971, they lost in overtime to Red Klotz’s New Jersey Reds. Despite its name, the team was formed in Chicago in 1927 by Abe Saperstein. Their 61-59 defeat of the Minneapolis Lakers in 1948 helped end the NBA’s color line; after that, they turned from serious competition to comedic routines. A whistled version of “Sweet Georgia Brown” is played before games of what team whose players have included Meadowlark Lemon?

ANSWER: Harlem Globetrotters
5.
The man made this chemical, like, be all by itself in 1964. The Wikipedia tells me its chemical formula is C21H30O2. The lethal dose for humans is around 50 grams, but like, it’s never killed anyone, man. There’s, like, some synthetic version called Marinol that gets used for medical purposes. It causes some crazy CB1 receptor activity that gives us the munchies. Like, do you know what the psychedelic stuff in the cannabis plant is? 
ANSWER: THC or tetra-hydro-canna-binol
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