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Match #36


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the interior angles of a decagon, given that the formula is y times 180 degrees, where y is the number of sides minus two? 

ANSWER: 1440 degrees
2.
The horror film Seizure is entirely un-notable except for being this director’s debut. He won his first Oscar for his 1978 screenplay adaptation of Midnight Express. He says his film Heaven & Earth was a third film to follow his adaptation of Ron Kovic’s autobiography and his adaptation of his own experiences in Vietnam. Who directed JFK, Born on the Fourth of July, and Platoon? 

ANSWER: Oliver Stone
3.
Officially known as Canis latrans, there are 19 subspecies of this North American animal.  This relative of the wolf preys on rabbits, mice, shrews, and sometimes fawns and is known for its high-pitched howl.  Name this wild animal in the dog family that in cartoons chases a roadrunner.

ANSWER: coyote
4.
The Wednesday was on September 16, 1992, and forced the British pound off of Europe’s currency exchange program. The Friday was on September 24, 1869, and started with the sale of government gold. The Monday was on October 19, 1987, and the Tuesday was on October 29, 1929. Financial turmoil comes on days of what color? 

ANSWER: “black” days in the market

5.
In the ‘Further Adventures’ of his master, three arrows killed him as he was leaving the deserted island north of Venezuela he called home for many years. After escaping the clutches of cannibals, he learned English and converted to Christianity. Who was the loyal servant in Robinson Crusoe, named for the day of the week he was found? 

ANSWER: Friday 

6.
Before 2006, this entity managed two funds: the Savings Association Insurance Fund and the Bank Insurance Fund. The first had been formed in the wake of the S&L crisis, while the second had existed since 1934. What government corporation, formed to guard against bank runs, guarantees each depositor up to $100,000? 

ANSWER: Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or FDIC
7.
He replaced Peter Fitzgerald in the US Senate by defeating Alan Keyes. He gave the keynote speech at the 2004 Democratic National Convention. His second book, The Audacity of Hope, reached the New York Times Bestseller list in November 2006.  Oprah Winfrey endorsed what Presidential candidate that is a current US Senator from Illinois?

ANSWER: Barack Obama
8.
Its three main functions are conduit functions, integrative functions, and the emergence of cranial nerves three through twelve from it.  This structure of the brain consists of the pons, midbrain, and medulla oblongata.  Name this lower part of the brain that adjoins the spinal cord.


ANSWER: brain stem
9.
After roles in 1914’s Tess of the Storm Country, she became the first actress to make a million dollars per year. In 1929, she cut her hair to play the title role in Coquette, and retired from acting four years later. What silent film star, husband of Douglas Fairbanks, and co-founder of United Artists was known as ‘America’s Sweetheart?’ 

ANSWER: Mary Pickford
10.
His brother Ben found a diamond mine in Africa. Howard Wagner fires him, and he begs from his only friend, Charley. After he was caught with his mistress, his older son Biff calls him a fake. His worst traits are seen in his younger son Happy. Linda is the loyal wife of what main character in the Arthur Miller play, Death of a Salesman?

ANSWER: Willy Loman
11.
Collisions are bound to happen with this structure, since no matter how large the structure gets, duplicate keys can be generated. However, for data stored in one, if you provide a key, you can find the corresponding value very quickly. Name this data structure used in a wide range of settings including sets, caches and cryptography; it is similar to an array but the key can be alphanumeric instead of just numeric. 

ANSWER: Hash Table or Hash Map or Hash array (prompt on ‘array’)

12.
For a short while, he wielded two broadswords and called himself “The Blue Spirit.” He scarred himself in an Agni Kai (ag-nee kigh) with his father, Ozai. At Book One’s end, Admiral Zhao refused his help and drowned; at Book Two’s end, he chose reconciliation with his sister Azula. What former companion of General Iroh is a Fire Nation prince in Avatar: The Last Airbender? 

ANSWER: Zuko
13.
Despite formally abdicating in 1605, he had the title of ogosho (oh-goh-shoh) and still held real power. He did not achieve total victory until the siege of Osaka in 1615, and the dynasty he founded lasted until the Meiji Restoration of 1868. After winning the battle of Sekigahara (say-kee-gah-hah-rah) in 1600, who became the Japanese shogun? 

ANSWER: Tokugawa (toh-koo-gah-wah) Ieyasu (ee-ay-yah-soo)

14.
Supporting characters in this work include Archbishop Turpin and King Marsilion of Sarragossa. This epic poem is based on the 778 AD Battle of Roncevaux (rawn-seh-VOH) Pass, in which Charlemagne’s rearguard was defeated by the Basques. Ganelon betrays the title character in what oldest work of French literature? 

ANSWER: The Song of Roland
15.
Suburbs of this city include Burien, Federal Way, and Bellevue. It has the highest percentage of college graduates among the general population of any major US city; these graduates might work for Safeco, Nordstrom, UPS, Boeing, Amazon, or Microsoft. Landmarks include the Smith Tower and the Pike Place Market. What is the largest city of King County, Washington, and of the entire state of Washington? 

ANSWER: Seattle, Washington

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
Number nine for the Detroit Red Wings was what player who played between 1946 and 1980 and scored 801 goals and 1,049 assists? 

ANSWER: Gordie Howe
1B.
A normal human has how many pairs of ribs?

ANSWER: 12
2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 48 times 21?

ANSWER: 1008
2B.
What is the most common verb mood in the English language?

ANSWER: indicative
3A.
A tunnel between Courmayeur in Italy and Chamonix (shah-moh-NEE) in France runs under what mountain, the highest mountain in Western Europe? 

ANSWER: Mont-Blanc
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 43 percent of 900?

ANSWER: 387
4A.
In what poem are the questions ‘Does it stink like rotten meat?’ and ‘Or does it explode?’ asked by Langston Hughes? 

ANSWER: “Harlem” or “A Dream Deferred”

4B.
Franklin Roosevelt tried to move this holiday up a week; what holiday was first celebrated in Virginia in 1619 and more famously in Plymouth in 1621?  

ANSWER: Thanksgiving
5A.
What is the chemical symbol for sodium?

ANSWER: Na
5B.
What Dallas Mavericks forward became the first European winner of the NBA's Most Valuable Player award?

ANSWER: Dirk Nowitzki (no-VIT-skee)

6A.
In Spanish, what two days of the week are spelled with accent marks?

ANSWER: miércoles (mee-AIR-koh-lays) y sábado (SAH-bah-doh)

6B.
Who resigned on December 31, 1999, leaving Vladimir Putin as the President of the Russian Federation?  

ANSWER: Boris Yeltsin
7A.
What is the practice of borrowing money from one’s broker in order to buy stocks? 

ANSWER: buying on margin
7B.
What Jewish sect that flourished around the time of Christ referred to other Jews as ‘Breakers of the Covenant’ and probably wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls? 

ANSWER: Essene(s)

8A.
The Hot Five and Hot Seven were early groups led by what singer of “Hello Dolly” and “What a Wonderful World,” a jazz virtuoso nicknamed “Satchmo”? 

ANSWER: Louis Armstrong
8B.
What German geologist created a scale to rate minerals like gypsum and talc on a scale from 1 to 10 based on hardness?

ANSWER: Friedrich Mohs
9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the complex product of 7 minus 4i and 6 minus 5i?

ANSWER: 22 minus 59i
9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the degree measure of an angle measuring pi over 5 radians?

ANSWER: 36 degrees
10A.
What element has atomic number 10?

ANSWER: neon
10B.
The poem Goblin Market was written by what woman, the sister of the artist Dante Gabriel (BLANK)? 

ANSWER: Christina Rossetti
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
Later in life, he wrote poems such as ‘The Blinded Bird’ and ‘The Darkling Thrush.’ He did this after criticism of his last novel, Jude the Obscure. Other novels set in his fictional county of Wessex include Far from the Madding Crowd and The Return of the Native. Who portrayed a fallen milkmaid in Tess of the d’Urbevilles? 

ANSWER: Thomas Hardy
2.
Sisters Patty and Mildred Hill wrote the music, and the words were written by Preston Ware Orem in 1935. In 1990, when the Birch Tree Group was sold to Warner Music Group, its copyright value was estimated at $5 million. Hence – when it is performed at chain restaurants, the medley and lyrics are different. What most common song in the English language is usually heard when someone is getting a year older? 

ANSWER: “Happy Birthday to You”

3.
Also known as propanone, it has a molecular mass of 58 and is a colorless liquid.  Its melting point is minus 95 degrees Celsius and its boiling point is 56 degrees Celsius.  It is soluble in water, ether, and ethanol and is the active ingredient in nail polish remover.  Name this simplest ketone that has chemical formula CH3COCH3.

ANSWER: acetone
4.
One meaning of this four-letter word is from a French word meaning ‘to deride,’ and it refers to bitter complaining, such as against one’s fate. Another meaning is from a Latin word meaning, ‘straight piece of wood.’ Something that is the ‘third’ one of these is something dangerous to touch. What name is given to a metal or wood bar used for support on a stairway, or to a pair of parallel metal bars on which a train runs?

ANSWER: rail(s)

5.
This city had two notable tyrants: Cypselus and Periander. After the Peloponnesian War, it allied with Thebes to overthrow Spartan hegemony. It was near the Diolkos (dee-awl-kohs), a 4 mile long track along which ships were carried. What ancient Greek city was the namesake of an architectural order and an isthmus? 

ANSWER: Corinth
6.
In 1866, he resigned as a pastor of a Unitarian Church on Cape Cod amid allegations of sexual relations with teenage boys. He wrote 135 novels about bootblacks, newsboys, and other poor boys in New York City. The Ragged Dick series is the best-known work of what writer who wrote rags-to-riches stories? 

ANSWER: Horatio Alger, Jr.

7.
Before spinning off Equitas in 1996, its 34,000 investors, or Names, were in danger of losing their last cufflinks. This entity, founded around 1688, is not a single company, but rather a market for insurance. Celine Dion’s vocal cords and America Ferrara’s smile are among the items insured by what famous London society? 

ANSWER: Lloyd’s of London (accept Society of Lloyd’s)

8.
Named after a Swedish physicist, its value for hydrogen is about 1.09678 times 10 to the 7th per meter. This is electron mass, times elementary charge to the 4th power, divided by the quantity 8 times the permittivity of free space squared, times Planck’s constant cubed, times c end quantity.  Name this constant appearing in the Balmer formula for spectral lines of the hydrogen atom.

ANSWER: Rydberg constant

9.
The scholar Christoph Luxenberg argues this word refers to grapes or raisins and not womanlike beings. al-Ghazzali said they were 60 cubits tall and 7 cubits wide. These ‘voluptuous’ beings are also ‘lovely eyed’ and ‘of modest gaze.’ What beings that can renew their virginity are the companions of men who make it to Paradise in Islam? 

ANSWER: houri(s) or huriyah
10.
He was the second president of the National Geographic Society. He invented the metal detector, and had to beat out Antonio Meucci and Elisha Gray to patent his most famous invention, which he offered to sell to Western Union for $100,000 -- but they refused. Who invented, in 1876, ‘the method of, and apparatus for, transmitting vocal or other sounds telegraphically,’ a device now called the telephone?

ANSWER: Alexander Graham Bell
11.
In Scholasticism, this word is used to describe the complete person, both body and soul. It is used as a synonym for self-esteem, but sometimes is used to describe someone’s conceitedness. In psychoanalysis, it mediates between the id and the conscience. What is this word that is taken from the Latin word for “I”? 

ANSWER: ego
12.
Virginia and Kentucky ratified it in 1791 and 1792, and Ohio ratified it in 1873. It lay dormant for over a century. In 1992, Don Wilson, the Archivist of the United States, certified it and it went into effect. What Constitutional Amendment states that Congressional pay increases will not take effect until after the next election? 

ANSWER: 27th Amendment

13.
This muscle’s actions include knee extension, rotation and extension of the hip joint, and being the chief muscle in sitting.  Name this muscle that makes up a large portion of the buttocks.

ANSWER: gluteus maximus (prompt on ‘glutes’)

14.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. You want to find the cost of a ream of paper at Dunder Mifflin. A ream at PaperGreat costs $9 and is two-tenths of a cent per sheet cheaper than Dunder Mifflin. Therefore, what is the cost of a ream of paper at Dunder Mifflin, if you remember that a ream has 500 sheets? 

ANSWER: $10
15.
Antiope (an-tie-oh-pee), a princess of this people, was kidnapped by Theseus, prompting them to attack Athens in retaliation. The character of Camilla in the Aeneid borrows heavily from their myths. Once a year, they met up with the Gargarean tribe. Among the resulting children, the Gargareans kept the boys. Hippolyte (hih-paw-lih-tuh) was the queen of what tribe of women warriors? 

ANSWER: Amazon(s) 

Spare questions

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
He argued before the Supreme Court in Dartmouth v. Woodward and Gibbons v. Ogden. As Secretary of State, he negotiated a treaty that set the border between Maine and New Brunswick, Canada. Who also served nearly two decades in the Senate, representing Massachusetts and cementing his reputation as a great orator? 

ANSWER: Daniel Webster
2.
If it is positive at a critical point, the point is a minimum.  If it is negative at a critical point, the point is a maximum.  If it is zero or undefined, its test is inconclusive.  Name this calculus function used to test for minima and maxima that for the function x squared is equal to two. 

ANSWER: second derivative (prompt on ‘derivative’)

3.
The galactic version of this force on the Oort cloud is believed to be the cause of long period comets in the solar systems.  In the Gulf of Mexico, these only occur once per day, due to its small connection to the Atlantic Ocean.  What are these events, caused by the moon's gravitational pull against the earth?

ANSWER: tides
4.
A Baltimore native, she moved west with her husband Paul and has become only the second person that represents a state west of the Rockies to hold her current position.  Known as a ‘San Francisco liberal,’ she has represented the 8th District of California since her election in 1987.  Who is this woman who in 2007 succeeded Dennis Hastert as Speaker of the House? 

ANSWER: Nancy Pelosi
5.
Characters in this book set in Naomi, Florida, include Otis the pet store owner, Miss Franny the librarian, and Gloria Dump the supposed witch. India’s mother left at age three, and India’s father, a preacher, is never named. What Newbery Honor book by Kate DiCamillo is about a dog that India Buloni named for a grocery store? 

ANSWER: Because of Winn-Dixie
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