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2007-08 District Competition

Match #41


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
Thrym, the king of the frost-giants, stole it and demanded Freyja’s hand in marriage. Some tales hold that elves living at Yggdrasil’s roots made it, but the most popular story is that Eitri (ay-tree) and Brokk made it at Loki’s behest. It always struck true, and when its user threw it, it always struck the target. In Norse myth, what hammer belonged to the thunder-god Thor?

ANSWER: Mjolnir
2.
This word’s origin is from how London policemen would alert other policemen and the public of a crime in progress. An internal one will notify someone higher up in an organization, while an external one will alert a lawyer or the media. President Bush has threatened to veto a proposed 2007 law protecting them. What name is given to someone that reports misconduct within an organization? 

ANSWER: whistleblower(s)

3.
At the beginning of the story, we find that the title character doesn’t have to pay taxes in Jefferson. The title character buys some arsenic after her father’s death, but doesn’t commit suicide. Homer Barron’s long-dead corpse is found in Miss Grierson’s bed at the end of what William Faulkner short story? 

ANSWER: “A Rose for Emily”

4.
In the 19th century, it killed several members of the Japanese imperial family.  It comes in bacterial, viral, and fungal form.  Symptoms of it include fever, nausea, headache, and a stiff neck.  Name this disease that is the inflammation of the central nervous system’s protective membranes.

ANSWER: meningitis
5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert the base 8 number 245 into a decimal number given that 5 times 1 is 5, 4 times 8 is 32, and 2 times 64 is 128.

ANSWER: 165
6.
For aluminum, it is 0.897 joules per gram per Kelvin; for copper, 0.385; for gold, 0.1291; and for liquid water, 4.1813.  Name this term that is the c in the thermal equation Q equals m times c times delta t, and is defined as the measure of the heat energy required to raise the temperature of one gram of a substance by one Kelvin.

ANSWER: specific heat
7.
He had a marble bust of Beethoven looking down where he composed and was friends with the younger Johann Strauss. He wrote variations on a theme by Handel, a theme by Joseph Haydn, and on Paganini. His original work included the cantata Rinaldo and the sacred work A German Requiem. Whose most familiar song, “Guten Abend, gute Nacht,” (goo-ten ah-bend goo-the nakt), is better known as his Lullaby? 

ANSWER: Johannes Brahms
8.
This short story’s protagonist tells his wife, Helene, to smash his head and arm under a hydraulic press. Experiments with an ashtray and the family cat apparently perfected the disintegrator-reintegrator, but an insect with a white head proved otherwise. In what George Langelaan short story does Andre Delambre swap atoms with an insect? 

ANSWER: “The Fly”

9.
This river’s North Branch and South Branch meet at Green Spring in Hampshire County, West Virginia. The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal allows traffic to move around its Great Falls. Its tributaries include the Capacom, Anacostia, and Shenandoah Rivers. What river forms the boundary between Virginia and Washington, D.C.? 

ANSWER: Potomac River

10.
It was founded in 1983 by then-Los Angeles Police Chief Darryl Gates. A study in 1992 showed that going through it increased hallucinogen use. In 1998, the Justice Department concluded, it ‘does not work to reduce substance use.’ Black t-shirts are given out in what program where police officers visit schools to discourage drug use?

ANSWER: DARE or Drug Abuse Resistance Education
11.
This word comes to us from the 18th century practice of social clubs having an anonymous ballot on whether to admit new members – a single one of these meant an application was denied. It is used today to describe any active, vengeful, or unreasonable action designed to keep someone out of an organization, or to a general social ostracizing. What word gets its origin from a bowl with white marbles and dark marbles?

ANSWER: blackball
12.
They called themselves ‘Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ.’ But after an 1139 papal bull exempted them from all authority but the Pope, this monastic order began making money hand over lance. In 1314, Jacques de Molay, its last Grand Master, was burned at the stake. What knightly order engaged in an early form of banking?

ANSWER: Knights Templar (accept Templars)

13.
No one cares about his first two wives, Harlene Rosen and Louise Lasser. He’s directed a few movies, such as What’s Up, Tiger Lily and Mighty Aphrodite. But more people care about him dating Diane Keaton in the 1970s, Mia Farrow in the 1980s, and his now-wife and then-stepdaughter, Soon-Yi Previn, in the 1990s. Who directed Hannah and Her Sisters and Annie Hall? 

ANSWER: Woody Allen
14.
This band’s 2006 feature film involved the protagonist receiving advice from a former lead singer of Black Sabbath and encountering Satan. They started with a TV series on HBO about becoming the ‘Greatest Band on Earth,’ and their first single was a song about ‘the greatest and best song in the world’ - a song known as ‘Tribute.’ What duo starred in The Pick of Destiny and is comprised of Kyle Gass and Jack Black?

ANSWER: Tenacious D
15.
From the Latin for “to break into pieces”, it is the reason a rainbow pattern forms on a CD or DVD and it sets a limit on the resolution of a camera or telescope.  Augustin Fresnel used it for proof that light was a wave.  Name this phenomenon in which waves bend, spread, and interfere with each other when passing by a corner or through a hole.

ANSWER: diffraction
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
Anthony Meucci’s ‘sound telegraph’ and Thomas Edison’s graphite transmitter were important steps in the development of what item? 

ANSWER: telephone(s)

1B.
What is the last name of the Confederate general Wade that commanded Lee’s cavalry after the death of JEB Stuart and of the vibraphone-playing jazz musician Lionel? 

ANSWER: Hampton

2A.
He gets elected mayor of Amity Park, caught ecto-acne from Jack Fenton’s diet Coke, and is in love with Maddy Fenton. Who is the villain in Danny Phatom?

ANSWER: Vlad Masters or Vlad Plasmius

2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the remainder when 17,293 is divided by 6?

ANSWER: 1
3A.
What type of animal belongs to the class Aves (ah-vays)?

ANSWER: bird
3B.
What current President of Venezuela was defeated in his effort to alter his country’s Constitution to abolish Presidential term limits?

ANSWER: Hugo Chavez
4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In Roman numerals, what is XVII times XXI?

ANSWER: CCCLVII
4B.
What mineral, whose varieties include onyx and amethyst, is second most common in the crust and is also known as silicon dioxide?

ANSWER: quartz
5A.
Sanger Rainsford has to escape the island of the mad General Zaroff in what short story where humans have become the prey? 

ANSWER: “The Most Dangerous Game”

5B.
What road built in 1940 was the US’s first rural highway and today connects Ohio to New Jersey? 

ANSWER: Pennsylvania Turnpike
6A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Where are the vertices of the hyperbola x squared over 49 minus y squared over 64 equals 1?

ANSWER: (7, 0) and (-7, 0) (either order is acceptable)

6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the molecular mass of carbon dioxide?

ANSWER: 44
7A.
What is the SI unit of capacitance?

ANSWER: farad
7B.
What winner of the Battle of Copenhagen died during his final victory, the Battle of Trafalgar? 

ANSWER: (Lord) Horatio Nelson
8A.
Dionysius the Elder and Dionysius the Younger were the rulers of what city, the home of Archimedes and site of a failed Athenian siege? 

ANSWER: Syracuse
8B.
The Spanish verb amarías (ah-mah-REE-ahs) is what tense of the verb amar (ah-MAR)?
ANSWER: simple conditional or postpreterit
9A.
What French painter turned to art after breaking his legs at age 14, and is known for Woman Pulling up her Stocking and Au Moulin-Rouge (oh moo-LAN roozh)? 

ANSWER: Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec (too-looz loh-trek)

9B.
The aria “La donna e mobile” (la DAWN-nah eh moh-BEE-lay) is in what Verdi opera where the Duke of Mantua meets Gilda, the daughter of the title character?

ANSWER: Rigoletto (ree-goh-leh-toh)

10A.
What British author wrote The Rainbow, Women in Love, Lady Chatterley’s Lover and Sons and Lovers? 

ANSWER: D.H. Lawrence
10B.
How many sides does a dodecagon have?

ANSWER: 12
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the complex product of 7 plus 4i and 5 minus 3i, given that this is equal to combining terms in the expression 35 minus 21i plus 20i minus 12i squared?

ANSWER: 47 minus i
2.
This prison was co-ed until 1934, when women were moved to Tehachapi. Its real estate is worth close to $100 million. It is the current home of Richard Ramirez and Scott Peterson, and the former home of Stanley ‘Tookie’ Williams. Located in Marin County, what oldest California prison was the site of a 1969 Johnny Cash concert? 

ANSWER: San Quentin State Prison

3.
This font was released in 1932 by the Monotype Corporation. Stanley Morrison developed it after criticizing a British newspaper for its poor print quality. Its ‘New’ variety is a licensed version made by the Linotype Corporation for Microsoft. What font has been replaced in Outlook and Word 2007 with Calibri? 

ANSWER: Times New Roman
4.
King Vidor was un-credited for directing its black and white scenes. During its filming, Buddy Ebsen nearly died from aluminum dust inhalation and had to be replaced, and Margaret Hamilton was burned severely. Bert Lahr, Jack Haley, Ray Bolger, Frank Morgan, and Judy Garland were the other cast members in what classic 1939 movie? 

ANSWER: The Wizard of Oz
5.
The 2002 version provided support for object oriented programming. However, no complier has been made that will allow the 2002 version to work with previous versions of this computer language, some of which date back over 45 years. Give the name of this computer programming language used mostly for business and finance.

ANSWER: Common Business Oriented Language or COBOL
6.
This play starts with God telling Death to bring the title character up to Heaven. The title character can’t convince Fellowship, Kindred, and Cousin to join him, and Beauty, Strength, Discretion, and Five Wits aren’t much good after death. Only Good Deeds accompanies the title character to Heaven in what 16th century morality play?

ANSWER: Everyman
7.
This period began around 300 million years ago, and saw the first appearance of ginkgos and a reduction in fern forests in favor of gymnosperms.  What geologic time period saw the initial breakup of Pangaea and the largest mass extinction in history, marking the beginning of the Mesozoic Era?

ANSWER: Permian Period

8.
At the end of this play, Frederick decides the religious life is for him, and restores his brother as Duke. It contains Jaques’ ‘All the world’s a stage’ monologue. Hymen presides over the marriages: Silvius and Phebe, Touchstone and Audrey, Celia and Oliver, and Orlando and Rosalind. What Shakespeare play is in the forest of Arden?

ANSWER: As You Like It
9.
Lord Carrington resigned as Foreign Secretary as the war started. As the war ended, Leopoldo Galtieri’s junta collapsed. It started with a flag raising on March 19, 1982, on South Georgia Island. The sinking of the General Belgrano and the HMS Sheffield occurred in what war between Argentina and the United Kingdom?

ANSWER: Falklands War or Malvinas War

10.
In 2006, he was convicted in Richmond of mail fraud charges related to $300,000 of child support he owed two women. Constant knee injuries cut his NBA career short, although he formed the “Twin Towers” with Hakeem Olajuwon. He and Bill Walton are the only men to win the Naismith Award three times. Who is this 7’4” center, a 1979 graduate of Harrisonburg High School and a 1983 graduate of the University of Virginia?

ANSWER: Ralph Sampson
11.
The aardwolf is a type of this carnivore, which also comes in brown, spotted, and striped varieties. The spotted type is a hunter, the aardwolf feeds on termites, and the striped and spotted types are scavengers. Although they look like dogs, they are more closely related to the mongoose. Name this animal known for its laughing.

ANSWER: hyena
12.
He convinced the Italian state of Piedmont to adopt the metric system. He was the first to notice that “equal volumes of gases, at the same temperature and pressure, contain the same number of molecules,” a statement that is his law. The German Jan Loschmidt calculated the number now associated with him. What Italian chemist is associated with the number 6.02 times 10 to the 23rd power? 

ANSWER: Amedeo (ah-may-DAY-oh) Avogadro (ah-voh-GAH-droh)

13.
His study of Hindu literature is reflected in his essay, The Over-Soul. Phi Beta Kappa’s magazine is named for his speech, The American Scholar. He denied Jesus’ divinity in his 1838 Divinity School Address. Henry David Thoreau lived in his cabin to write Walden. Who discussed Beauty and Idealism in his essay, Nature? 

ANSWER: Ralph Waldo Emerson
14.
In May 1718, this pirate blockaded Charleston, South Carolina. North Carolina offered him official protection, so Virginia governor Alexander Spotswood sent two ships under Robert Maynard to defeat him. It took five shots and twenty stab wounds to kill this captain of the Queen Anne’s Revenge. What pirate was nicknamed for his facial hair? 

ANSWER: Black Beard or Edward Teach
15.
Cherubim with swords that could shoot flame in all directions guarded it. Four rivers flowed from it: Gihon, Pishon, Hiddekel, and Euphrates. It had the Tree of Life in its middle, next to the Tree of Knowledge. What was the home of a nameless talking snake that beguiled its other two residents, Adam and Eve, into eating an apple? 

ANSWER: Garden of Eden
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
The cetaceans are related to this super-order. Examples of them include the tapir, antelope, goat, sheep, camel, horse, deer, hippopotamus, rhinoceros, and cow.  The order Artiodactyla (ar-tee-oh-DAK-tih-luh) contains the even-toed ones while the order Perissodactyla (pay-ris-soh-DAK-tih-luh) contains the odd-toed ones.  Name this group of mammals whose main characteristic is having hoofed feet.

ANSWER: ungulate(s) or Ungulata
2.
California Congressman Pete Stark is the first in Congress to publicly announce being one. A September 2007 convention of them in Arlington featured authors Christopher Hitchens and Richard Dawkins. The Veterans’ Administration has a headstone emblem for them, featuring an atomic symbol with the nucleus replaced by the letter ‘A.’ What group’s members lack belief in any deity?

ANSWER: Atheism or Atheist(s) (Do not accept ‘Agnosticism’ or ‘Agnostics’)

3.
Abbotsford House in the Borders was his last house. He organized a visit of George IV to Scotland, whereupon many ancient clan tartans were created. He has Jeanie Deans walk from Edinburgh to London in Heart of Midlothian. What author of Rob Roy and Waverly created the characters of Rowena and Rebecca of York in Ivanhoe? 

ANSWER: Walter Scott
4.
This city of nearly 8 million people is at the foot of the Elburz Mountains. It is the home of the Milad Tower and the Golestan Palace, which contains the Peacock Throne. In the 1950s and 1960s, other landmarks such as Toopkhaneh Square came down by the order of Mohammad Reza Shah. What is the capital of Iran?

ANSWER: Tehran, Iran

5.
Twenty, 21, 29 is one of these, as well as nine, 40, 41. Other examples include eight, fifteen, seventeen and seven, 24, 25. The simplest are five, twelve, thirteen and the most basic example of three, four, five. Name this term for a set of three positive integers that form the sides of a right triangle.

ANSWER: Pythagorean triple
All questions ©2007 Scholastic Bowl Company of Virginia, Inc. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

