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2007-08 District Competition

Match #44


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the degree measure of an interior angle of a regular 30-sided polygon, given that the formula is 180 minus the fraction 360 over n, where n is the number of sides in the polygon?

ANSWER: 168 degrees
2.
This county was formed from its southeastern neighbor, Washington County, in 1786. Parts of it were taken off to form Lee, Scott, and Tazewell (taz-well) Counties. The towns of Cleveland, Castlewood, Honaker, and Lebanon are in what Virginia county? 

ANSWER: Russell County

3.
Its equipment is monitored by the 50th Space Wing of the US Air Force. In 2000, the function known as Selective Availability was permanently disabled; this function included an offset of up to 100 meters. This is what system, a competitor to the planned European Galileo system, which uses triangulation from a fleet of satellites to determine your location anywhere on the Earth?

ANSWER: (NAVSTAR) Global Positioning System

4.
He asked Izz Huett to be his mistress. He promised to look after Liza-Lu, his wife’s younger sister. His older brothers believed he should have married Mercy Chant. Despite being forgiven for his own affair, he left for Brazil after not forgiving his wife for her affair with Alec. Who does Tess marry in Tess of the d’Urbervilles?

ANSWER: Angel Clare

5.
Ron Weasley thought it had a pretty boring life, as it spent all year thinking up a speech for the new year. It helped Harry in the Chamber of Secrets by ‘giving’ Godric’s Gryffindor’s sword to Harry. It also proclaimed ‘there’s nothing hidden in your head’ that it couldn’t see. At the beginning of each year, what object split students at Hogwarts into their Houses? 

ANSWER: Sorting Hat
6.
His Areopagitica (ah-ree-oh-PAH-ghih-tih-kuh) was a defense of the free press. His 1645 poems include ‘Il Penseroso’ (eel payn-say-ROH-soh) and ‘Lycidas’ (LIH-sih-dus). He wrote the play Samson Agonistes, which he published at the same time as Paradise Regained. Who wrote Paradise Lost? 

ANSWER: John Milton
7.
A rope bridge allowed access to this city across the Urubamba River. Its Sacred District contains the Room of the Three Windows and the Temple of the Sun. Its name means ‘Old Peak’ in the Quechua (kay-CHOO-ah) language. Hiram Bingham re-discovered what lost city of the Incas in 1911? 

ANSWER: Machu Picchu
8.
Its recycling code is a ‘3’ within a recycling triangle, with a ‘V’ below the triangle. It became useful after Waldo Semon discovered how to ‘plasticize’ it. Its many uses include clothing, flooring, credit cards, music records, electrical wire insulation, siding, and pipes.  Name this polymer made of subunits with chemical formula C2H3Cl.

ANSWER: PVC or polyvinyl chloride
9.
The Abbé Faria tried to use it to cure disease, and was the first to recognize that it worked by the power of suggestion. While Franz Anton Mesmer was the first to practice it in the West, the ‘sleep temples’ of the Hindus probably utilized it. What technique puts people in a trance-like state that renders them easily suggestible? 

ANSWER: hypnosis (accept word forms)

10.
Peter Tchaikovsky included one of these instead of a minuet or scherzo in the third movement of his Fifth Symphony. Jean Sibelius wrote a ‘triste’ one that is slow even by this musical genre’s standards. The dance associated with this music became popular in 1780s Vienna. One-two-three, one-two-three is the pace of what music where Frédéric Chopin thought 150 seconds was a ‘Minute?’

ANSWER: waltz or valse
11.
There are potentially over 4 billion of these, but 270 million of them are used for multicasts and 18 million are used for private networks. 127.0.0.1 (127 dot zero dot zero dot one) is the local host. What set of four numbers between 0 and 255, each separated by a dot, identifies a computer on the Internet? 


ANSWER: IP address or IP number (DO NOT accept ‘MAC address’)

12.
It is paired with the name Mountbatten if its members require the use of a surname. Its name was reaffirmed in 1952 by its fourth monarch. The monarch that created it wanted a less German-sounding name. In 1917, the House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha became what House, which is the dynasty that still rules the United Kingdom? 

ANSWER: Windsor dynasty or House of Windsor
13.
Its relatives include the darters, cormorants, boobies, and frigatebirds.  Its eight species are known as Peruvian, pink-backed, Dalmatian, Australian, spot-billed, American white, great white, and brown.  It is seen on the Louisiana state flag.  Name this large water bird with a pouch under its beak.

ANSWER: pelican
14.
This 1924 movie’s director insisted on location filming in Death Valley, and its ten hours had to be cut to two and a half. Gibson Gowland and Zasu Pitts starred as unlicensed dentist John McTeague and his wife Trina, respectively. Based on the Frank Norris novel McTeague, what Erich von Stroheim movie is about increased avarice? 

ANSWER: Greed
15.
This word is the name of a touch-sensitive interface announced in May 2007 from Microsoft; to topologists, it means a two-dimensional manifold. It originates from two French words meaning ‘outermost boundary.’ It is also a verb that means emerging after concealment, such as additional details of a scandal or a submarine rising to sea level. What word also has chemical properties such as roughness and tension? 

ANSWER: surface
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
What city contains neighborhoods such as Castro, Nob Hill, and Haight-Ashbury?

ANSWER: San Francisco, California

1B.
The waters off of the beaches of the Outer Banks and Myrtle Beach are warmer than those off Virginia Beach because they are bounded by what warm ocean current?

ANSWER: Gulf Stream
2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. One hundred twenty is the factorial of what number?

ANSWER: 5
2B.
What Communist nation made news by both agreeing to hold talks with its neighbor’s President Roh Moo-hyun and to shut down all of its nuclear reactors?

ANSWER: North Korea or Democratic People's Republic of Korea
3A.
In this book, fertile women such as Offred are kept as virtual slaves in the Republic of Gilead. What is this book by Margaret Atwood? 

ANSWER: The Handmaid’s Tale
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 80/144 into a fraction of lowest terms.

ANSWER: 5/9
4A.
 Who rejoined the Catholic Church in 1998 and wrote a book about the eight-year-old Christ, Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt? 

ANSWER: Anne Rice
4B.
This word comes to us from a Germanic word meaning ‘a cut.’ It describes a musical tone raised a half-step in pitch. What is something having a thin cutting edge or a fine point, as with a needle or a knife?

ANSWER: sharp 

5A.
A mammogram is used to look for what type of cancer?

ANSWER: breast cancer

5B.
In 1858, what was called ‘king’ by South Carolina’s Senator James Henry Hammond? 

ANSWER: cotton
6A.
In Matthew chapter 19, verse 24, Christ said it is easier for a camel to go through what object than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God? 

ANSWER: (the) eye of a needle
6B.
Deuteronomy chapter 32, verse 35 is the focus of what famous Puritan sermon by John Edwards? 

ANSWER: “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”

7A.
What is the name of the noun or noun phrase to which a pronoun refers, as in the sentence pair: ‘John got 12 tossups in the last match. He was very happy?’

ANSWER: antecedent
7B.
On January 1, 2008, what currency became legal tender in Cyprus and Malta?

ANSWER: the euro
8A.
The city known as Leningrad between 1924 and 1991 is now known by what name?

ANSWER: St. Petersburg, Russia

8B.
Who asserted that the Pythagorean theorem couldn’t work with cubes or higher powers, a statement known as his “Last Theorem”? 

ANSWER: Pierre de Fermat (fer-mah)

9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the complex product of 5 plus 3i and 4 minus 2i?

ANSWER: 26 plus 2i
9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the perimeter of a rectangle with area 108 square feet and one side of length 9 feet?

ANSWER: 42 feet
10A.
Discounting the as yet discovered element 119, what is the second-heaviest of the alkali metals?

ANSWER: cesium
10B.
What race of mythological creatures counted Polyphemus among its members, and was noted for its members’ poor depth perception?

ANSWER: Cyclops or Cyclopes
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
This author of On the Jews and their Lies wrote Against the Papacy Established by the Devil in response to the Council of Trent. He married a former nun, Katharina von Bora, as a symbol of his belief in Biblical supremacy. The Edict of Worms was declared against what man whose 95 Theses started the Protestant Reformation? 

ANSWER: Martin Luther
2.
She was married to William Warren between 1942 and 1947. She moved back home to Grand Rapids, Michigan, and married a Congressional candidate. Her daughter, Susan, had her prom in the East Room of the White House. What former First Lady founded a center in Rancho Mirage, California, for recovering drug addicts? 

ANSWER: Elizabeth Anne Bloomer Warren ‘Betty’ Ford
3.
It was discovered by its namesake Scottish botanist while observing pollen in 1827. Albert Einstein dealt with it as a random walk that described displacement as a function of the square root of time, thus indirectly proving the existence of atoms and molecules.  Name this random movement of particles suspended in a fluid.

ANSWER: Brownian motion

4.
Dove plays a joke on this book’s title character, causing his hand to become deformed and ending his career as a silversmith’s apprentice. He later delivers the Boston Observer to people including Paul Revere. What Newbury Medal winner by Esther Forbes is set in Boston, Massachusetts, during the run up to the American Revolution? 

ANSWER: Johnny Tremain
5.
Mineko Iwasaki sued this book’s author over breach of contract. It ends with the Chairman becoming Sayuri’s danna and then with Sayuri moving to New York and opening a tea house. The girls in this book are erroneously displayed as prostitutes. What Arthur Golden novel is about a Japanese girl that becomes a high-price entertainer?

ANSWER: Memoirs of a Geisha
6.
After winning a gold medal for boxing in the 1968 Olympics, he came under fire for waving an American flag on the stand. Howard Cosell’s line, ‘Down goes Frazier!’ was said during his fight with Joe Frazier. Remarkable, he won the heavyweight title in 1994 by knocking out Michael Moorer. Muhammad Ali used the ‘rope-a-dope’ strategy against what boxer who endorses a ‘lean mean fat-reducing grilling machine?’ 

ANSWER: George Foreman
7.
This book started with the murder of Jacques Saunière. Leigh Teabing told the albino monk Silas to kill four members of the Priory of Sion. Sohpie Neveu and Robert Langdon solved the mystery and uncovered a secret: the Holy Grail is not a cup. Mary Magdalene carried Jesus’ child in what novel by Dan Brown? 

ANSWER: The Da Vinci Code
8.
They are polar compounds that are soluble in water and are more volatile than alcohols. The simplest one is acetone and other examples of them include butanone and benzophenone. Name this functional group that is a carbonyl group linked to two other carbon atoms.

ANSWER: ketone(s)

9.
Montana Senator Thomas Walsh uncovered this scandal that involved kickbacks from Pan American Petroleum and Mammoth Oil. The no-bid leases for two oil fields in California and Wyoming were legal. Secretary of the Interior Albert Fall went to prison in 1929 over what scandal that rocked the Harding presidency? 

ANSWER: Teapot Dome scandal

10.
As the Hamiltonian deals with visiting vertices, this deals with visiting edges.  For this kind of cycle, all vertices need an even degree; and for this kind of path, either all or all but two vertices need an even degree.  Name this concept in graph theory, used for the seven bridges of Konigsberg problem, named for a Swiss mathematician.

ANSWER: Euler (OY-ler) or Eulerian (OY-lee-ree-un)

11.
In the mid-1990s, this band did not release the album Stone of Sisyphus, which now exists only in bootlegs. Only Night & Day Big Band and XXX (read as: “thirty”) have been released in the past 10 years. What band’s jazzier early songs such as ‘Questions 67 and 68,’ ‘Beginnings,’ ‘Make Me Smile,’ and ‘25 Or 6 To 4’ were replaced by ballads such as ‘If You Leave Me Now’ and ‘Hard Habit to Break?’

ANSWER: Chicago
12.
Robert Graves published a possibly fraudulent translation of it in 1967. Edward Fitzgerald translated about 100 its poems between 1859 and 1889. Technically speaking, it can refer to any collection of four-line Farsi poems. What is this collection of 1,000 quatrains by Omar Khayyam? 

ANSWER: Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam
13.
Their tongues were a delicacy in Ancient Rome.  Their six species are of the genus Phoenicopterus and are greater, lesser, Chilean, James’s, Andean, and Caribbean.  Name this narrow-legged bird that eats beta carotene-rich foods such algae and shrimp, thus giving it an unusual pink color. 

ANSWER: flamingo
14.
 Around 1240, his family held him captive for two years after he announced his intent to join the Dominicans. G.K. Chesterton wrote a biography on him titled The Dumb Ox. At the Council of Trent, his leading work was placed on the altar next to the Bible and papal letters called Decretals. In 1880, he was declared patron saint of all Roman Catholic schools. Who was the author of Summa Theologica? 

ANSWER: Thomas Aquinas
15.
The 23rd Amendment added a few more people to it, and the 12th Amendment made a change to its procedure. Every four years, it meets in 51 different locations on the second Monday in December, and produces 51 ‘Certificates of Vote.’ What body of 538 people elects the President? 

ANSWER: Electoral College
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
Like in Hungarian, auxiliary verbs in this European language must agree with the subject AND the direct and indirect objects. It is regulated by a group called the Euskaltzaindia (oo-skahl-tsah-in-dee-ah). The now-extinct Aquitanian language was related to it, but it is today regarded as a language isolate. What is this language spoken in northwestern Spain? 

ANSWER: Basque
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many points are scored in a darts turn of triple 16, double 13, and triple 19, given that triple 16 equals 48, double 13 equals 26, and triple 19 equals 57?

ANSWER: 131
3.
One version of it called phylloquinone (feye-loh-KWEYE-nohn) has a chemical formula of C31H46O2. Good sources of this vitamin include spinach, cabbage, wheat bran, and parsley. Name this fat-soluble vitamin that is required for blood coagulation and is ‘isolated’ from the other vitamins alphabetically. 

ANSWER: vitamin K
4.
His general Diophantus (deye-oh-FAN-tus) defeated the Scythians. He invaded Bithynia and massacred 80,000 Roman citizens, leading to a war with Rome that he lost. When Pompey defeated him in 63 BC, he tried to commit suicide, but failed since he had built up an immunity to poison. A.E. Housman said what king of Pontus ‘died old?’ 

ANSWER: Mithridates VI

5.
This author of Quit Digging Your Grave with a Knife and Fork lost 110 pounds after becoming governor. He became governor after Jim Guy Tucker resigned due to Whitewater. He entered the spotlight after finishing second in an Iowa straw poll. What former governor of Arkansas is running for the Republican presidential nomination?

ANSWER: Mike Huckabee
All questions ©2007 Scholastic Bowl Company of Virginia, Inc. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

