VIRGINIA HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE

2008-09 VARSITY SCHOLASTIC BOWL 

MATCH 11

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1.
 Its four parts describe different voyages of its title character and the beings he meets--like the giant eagle that grabs his "traveling box", a race of humans known as "Yahoos", and a race of intelligent horses. Name this book by Jonathan Swift that also tells about a race of Lilliputians [lil-a-PEW-shunz].   


ANSWER: Gulliver's Travels
2.
It owns nearly half of the investment firm BlackRock, which is one of the main reasons its CEO John Thain was able to get it sold to Bank of America in September 2008. Name this investment firm whose "thundering herd" of stockbrokers deliver their TV message, "We're bullish on America".


ANSWER: Merrill Lynch
3. 
In the summer of 2008, digging there uncovered a medallion that may belong to a former governor, a 17th-century gold ring with a skull on it, a brass lion that served as a counterweight for a scale, and a copper pendant in its 400-year-old fort that may show a Powhatan [pow-HAT-un] Indian. Name this Virginia city, considered the original site of England's first permanent settlement in the New World.  


ANSWER: Jamestown, VA (prompt on "Virginia" before it is said)

4.
 His first play has a controversial ending, where Jerry gives Peter a knife and then runs onto it himself. He won his first of 3 Pulitzer Prizes for his play A Delicate Balance. Name this American playwright who also wrote Three Tall Women and Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?   


ANSWER: Edward Albee

5.
 The Literary Review of Canada has named his book describing his second voyage to Canada in 1535 and 1536 as the most important book in the nation's history. Name this French explorer who came to America in his ship Grande Hermine.   


ANSWER: Jacques Cartier 

6.
 Originally introduced at the Chicago World's Fair of 1893, its name comes from the adjectival phrase used by a salesman to describe its tasty combination of molasses, popcorn and peanuts. Identify this popular snack whose title character has a dog named Bingo and that was made famous in the song "Take Me Out to the Ball Game".


ANSWER: Cracker Jack
7.
 On the side of a mountain, a valley may form that looks like a bowl and is caused by a glacier that presses on rock over a long period of time and creates the bowl's very steep sides. Give the geological term for this valley, which is the same as the French term for a group like Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey.


ANSWER: cirque
8.
 Its opening was postponed by the Franco-Prussian War but finally came in 1871.
 Its characters include the high priest Ramfis, the Ethiopian King Amonasro, and the Egyptian princess Amneris, who struggles with its title character for the love of the Captain of the Guard. Name this Verdi opera whose title character dies in an Egyptian temple with her lover Radames.


ANSWER: Aida
9.
 It saw action in the battles at Iwo Jima and Okinawa. After being decommissioned in the 1950's, it actually saw action again in the Gulf War. Name this last battleship built by the U.S. military what was the site of the Japanese surrender to the Allies in September 1945.
 


ANSWER: U.S.S. Missouri
10. 
When performing it, your supporting foot can be flat on the floor--but you may have to "promenade" or keep that position as you slowly turn in a circle. Identify this ballet position whose variations all keep its basic idea of standing on one leg while your other leg is either up in the air or straight out behind your body.


ANSWER: arabesque
11.
 For a cylinder, it is (2πr2 + 2πrh) ["two pi R squared plus two pi R H"]. For a sphere, it is 4π r2 ["four pi R squared'}. For a cube with sides of length s, it is 6s2 ["six S squared"]. Give this geometric characteristic, often measured in square inches.  


ANSWER: surface area (not "area")

12.
This E.M. Forster novel appeared on the PBS series Masterpiece in 2008.
 Identify this story that takes place in Florence, Italy where Lucy Honeychurch meets her future husband George Emerson.  


ANSWER: A Room With a View

13. 
In 2008, an agent admitted that at the same time Israel was capturing Nazi war criminal Adolf Eichmann from Argentina in 1960, this man's location was also known but Israel thought getting him too would let Eichmann escape. Identify this Nazi doctor who later died in Brazil after his sadistic experiments during World War II earned him the nickname "Angel of Death".  


ANSWER: Dr. Josef Mengele [MENG-ga-la]

14.
 It tells of the author's daughters Alice, Allegra and Edith, who ambush their father and cover him with kisses. Identify this Longfellow poem that shares its title with a 1934 Lillian Hellman play about the boarding-school headmistresses Karen and Martha and their non-existent lesbian affair.


ANSWER: The Children's Hour

15.
 One of the two new underwater volcanoes discovered by Australian scientists in 2008 is named for--what sea creature whose claws are banded when sold so it can't grab the fisherman who sells it to a restaurant?


ANSWER: Lobster  
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
 What word beginning with O is an adjective meaning, "unable to see light through" ?  


ANSWER: opaque
1B.
 THIS IS A 20-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. Write a typical percent sign and add a second circle underneath the slashed line to create a sign that represents the concept "parts per thousand". Now put the number 25 before that sign, the words "of 400" after that sign, and give the result.  


ANSWER:  10 (3.

5% of 400)

2A.
 In 1907, a land known as Indian Territory became the eastern half of--what present-day U.S. state? 

ANSWER: Oklahoma
2B.
 THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. The sugar created by plants during photosynthesis has the chemical formula C6H12O6.
 What percentage of the mass of that sugar is made up of carbon atoms?   


ANSWER: 40% (72/180)

3A.
 THIS IS A 20-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. Calculate the area of a triangle whose three vertices are at the points (12, 6), (6, 0) and (12, 0).  


ANSWER: 18 (1/2 x 6 x 6)   

3B.
 Name the tense you would typically use to translate the verb phrase in this sentence into Spanish:  "We have worked very hard today."  


ANSWER: present perfect
4A.
 Famed black actor Sidney Poitier once played Walter Lee Younger in a film version of--what Lorraine Hansberry play?  

ANSWER: A Raisin in the Sun
4B.
 Name the simple machine used in an ordinary playground slide.   


ANSWER: inclined plane
5A.
Give the common two-word term for the doctrine that the Supreme Court is the final arbiter on the U.S. Constitution. 

ANSWER: doctrine of judicial review
5B. 
THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. If phosphorus has a mass of 31 grams per mole, calculate the molecular weight of phosphoric acid (H3PO4) to the nearest whole number.   


ANSWER: 98 (3 + 31 + 64)

6A.
 Someone who can't stay in one place for very long can be said to be "peripatetic" [pair-a-pa-TETT-ick]. Spell the word "peripatetic".  


ANSWER: P-E-R-I-P-A-T-E-T-I-C
6B.
 What word beginning with T is "a Mexican food, like a burrito but wrapped in cornmeal dough" ?  


ANSWER: tamale
7A.
 Name the country that claims the territory Jan Mayen Island within the Arctic Circle.  


ANSWER: Norway
7B.
 THIS IS A 30-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. A square with center at the origin has sides that are 6 units long.  Give the coordinates of the upper-left corner of the square after the square is translated 5 units up and 2 units to the left.  


ANSWER: (-5, 8) (moved from -3, 3)

8A.
 Which type of radiation within the electromagnetic spectrum gets its name because its frequency is just less than that of visible light?   

ANSWER: infrared or IR radiation

8B.
 The main character in John Grisham's recent novel Playing for Pizza is not a lawyer as in many of his other books, but a quarterback for--what real-life NFL team?  

ANSWER: Cleveland or Browns
9A. 
Identify the Constitutional Amendment that allows Dick Cheney to succeed George W. Bush if Bush dies in office before January 20, 2009.
 


ANSWER: 25th Amendment

9B.
 Name the Canadian province containing Kamloops Lake.  


ANSWER: British Columbia
10A.
 THIS IS A 30-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. In lowest terms, what fraction would you multiply a number in "kilometers per hour" by to get the equivalent value in "meters per second" ?  


ANSWER: 5/18 (1000/3600; do not accept 10/36, etc.)

10B.
 Contrary to the Disney movie, Pocahontas did not marry John Smith. Instead, she married--what other early Virginia settler whose first name was John? 


ANSWER: John Rolfe
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
 Its manifesto, developed in 2001, calls for more face-to-face contact between programmers and more manager trust of the programmers they supervise. Name this technique for software development that gets its name from its idea of getting software versions done quicker and with more ability to handle last-second requirement changes. 


ANSWER: agile software development 

2.
After his return from 2 years in Portugal, he became the first returned Mormon missionary ever to quarterback an NFL game (since Steve Young and Ty Detmer didn't serve a mission). Identify this BYU alumnus who, during 2008, plays for the Miami Dolphins. 


ANSWER: John Beck
3. 
He is thought now to have suffered from cerebral palsy or Tourette's syndrome, which caused him to stammer and drool when highly stressed. During his reign, a road from Italy to Germany was finished and Britain was conquered. Name this Roman emperor who ascended to the throne in AD 41 upon the death of Caligula [ca-LIGG-ya-la].


ANSWER: Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus
4.
 THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. A rectangular table is converted into a square table with sides x inches by removing 4 inches from the long side of the rectangle and adding 5 inches to the short side of the rectangle. Give the trinomial that expresses the original area of the rectangular table in terms of x.      


ANSWER: x2 + x - 20 sq. in.  [(x - 4) (x + 5)]

5.
 After two terms as President of the Screen Actors Guild, she took the part in 2008 of Caroline Ingalls in a Minneapolis stage version of Little House on the Prairie.  Identify this actress, married to actor Bruce Boxleitner, who, as a child, played Caroline's daughter Laura Ingalls in the TV version of Little House on the Prairie.  


ANSWER: Melissa Gilbert
6.
 The human digestive system contains several of them, including amylase [AMM-a-lace] (to digest starch), lipase [LYE-pace] (to digest fat) and pepsin (to digest protein). Give the generic term for these substances that serve as catalysts to increase the rate of individual and specific biological reactions.


ANSWER: enzymes

7.
 It is said to have wiped out about 95% of all marine life at the time, as well as some 70% of vertebrates living on land. Identify this mass extinction of some 250 million years ago, sometimes called the "Great Dying", that separates the last period of the Paleozoic Era from the first period of the Mesozoic Era.  


ANSWER: Permian-Triassic (or P/Tr) extinction event

8.
 As one of the first anesthesiologists in America, she spent the 1950's studying the results of anesthesia on newborn babies and eventually developed a quick method of assessing infant health at one minute after birth. Identify this doctor whose namesake scale measures a baby's breathing, heartrate, color, muscle tone and reflexes.


ANSWER: Virginia Apgar
9.
 In 2008, it basically covered the entire month of September, ending with the Eid al-Fitr [ide all fitter]. Identify this time period during which the Koran is originally said to have been given to the Muslim prophet Mohammed, a period familiar to many Christians today only because it involves fasting during daylight hours.


ANSWER: Ramadan [ROM-a-donn]

10. 
Written at the end of the 19th century, its composer's wife Caroline, viola pupil Isabel, and friend Augustus Jaeger are just some of the 14 people featured musically within it. Identify this piece by Britain's Sir Edward Elgar that gets its popular name from the fact that its main unifying theme has never been definitely found. 


ANSWER: Enigma Variations
11.
 Its members all have a dorsal nerve cord, a pharyngeal [fa-RIN-jee-ull] slit and an endostyle (which, in some cases, are found only in embryo), but not all of them have a backbone. As mammals, human beings are members of it--but so are the fish, the birds and the reptiles. Identify this animal phylum.


ANSWER: chordates (or Chordata)

12.
Its "Build Team" includes Kari and Tory (the model makers) and Grant (who once operated R2-D2), who, in 2008, tested whether a steak can be tenderized with explosives and whether a lead balloon can float. Identify this Discovery Channel TV series whose two hosts are always careful to tell viewers, "Don’t try any of this at home."


ANSWER: MythBusters
13. 
In 2008, its President Sidi Abdallahi fired several military officers who then staged a coup and removed Abdallahi from office.  Name the west African country that is now developing its own oil and for whom Abdullahi had been its first democratically-elected President. 

ANSWER: Mauritania
14.
 The Book of Mormon uses one in describing the house of Israel as an olive tree, while the Narnia novels of C.S. Lewis use one to describe the story of Christianity. Give this term for a way of representing something as something else, a technique used in Plato's Republic with the story about prisoners in a cave.   


ANSWER: allegory
15.
 Its first director invented the Christmas card. Its holdings include a manuscript of Oliver Twist and a watercolor by British artist John Constable. Give the current name of this London attraction that calls itself "the world's leading museum of art and design" and that had one of its namesakes lay the cornerstone for its current location in 1899.



ANSWER: Victoria and Albert Museum (or V&A)

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION. A model of the F-15E military aircraft is drawn to the scale 1: 15.
 If the actual length of the plane is 63 feet, 9 inches long, how long is the model?  


ANSWER: 51 inches or 4 feet, 3 inches (765/15)

2.
The great white shark is placed in the class Chondrichthyes [kon-DRICK-these] because it has this substance in its skeleton instead of bone. Name this substance also found in the human knee and the human ear.   


ANSWER: cartilage
3. 
What Nazi got life in Spandau Prison for his actions during World War II until his death in 1987?  


ANSWER: Rudolf Hess
4.
 Name the home country of South American author Jorge Luis Borges.  


ANSWER: Argentina
5.
 While looking for his sister Europa, he was commanded to follow a cow into a new land.  Name this character of myth who helped found the ancient city of Thebes.  


ANSWER: Cadmus
END OF MATCH 6

© 2008, Avery Enterprises, Inc.                                     Page 1 of 8
www.averyenterprises.net


