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2008-09 Region Competition

Match #6


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl Region competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL Region champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your Region’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the volume of a sphere with a diameter of 6 feet, given that the sphere’s volume is equal to four-thirds pi r cubed?

ANSWER: 36 pi cubic feet
2.
He has an Israeli cousin, Moishe the Complainer. He also has a pet elephant, Fluffy. In 2008, he appeared twice as part of the mob on 1 vs. 100. A vacation at Swamp Mushy Muddy turned him from orange to his current color. Dave Chappelle attributed his personality to being the ‘poorest (expletive) on his block.’ He showed his friendly side during the space mission of his pet worm, Slimey. ‘I Love Trash’ is the theme song of what green Muppet who lives in a trash can on Sesame Street? 

ANSWER: Oscar the Grouch
3.
Fucus algae are a rarity, in that this process produces four viable products instead of one viable product and polar bodies.  The hormones GnRH, LH, and FSH ensure it occurs in a timely manner.  In humans and other mammals, it occurs in a follicle.  It is the female form of gametogenesis.  Name this process that produces egg cells.

ANSWER: oogenesis
4.
This group runs its affairs from Room 5600 in New York City. Members belong to the Bilderbergs, Trilaterals, and the Council on Foreign Relations. Laura Spelman married its most famous member. Its founder’s namesake is a Democrat and represents West Virginia in the U.S. Senate. Another one became Vice-President after Spiro Agnew resigned. What family, associated with a Center in New York City and the Standard Oil Company, started with John D.? 

ANSWER: Rockefeller family

5.
Robert Greene called him an ‘upstart Crow’ for writing above his ‘class.’ George Bernard Shaw though the work of Ibsen rendered him obsolete. Harold Bloom said he ‘invented humanity.’ When unable to work his regular job, he wrote poems such as Venus and Adonis and The Rape of Lucrece. His regular job was working with Richard Burbage and others in a theatre company which had James I become its patron. He died on the same day as Cervantes, leaving behind daughters Susanna and Judith and wife Anne. What ‘Bard of Avon’ wrote Hamlet?
ANSWER: William Shakespeare
6.
This term became popular in a 1986 Wall Street Journal article. A similar ‘bamboo’ object allegedly restricts Asians, while a similar ‘closet’ restricts gays. However, a similar ‘elevator’ allegedly benefits men entering fields such as nursing. Carly Fiorina declared its non-existence after becoming CEO of Hewlett-Packard. It received 18 million cracks, according to Hillary Clinton. What term describes a situation where informal sexism keeps women at low-level managerial positions?  
ANSWER: glass ceiling
7.
This company recently celebrated the anniversary of its founding with the release of an interactive timeline and a philanthropic project called 10 to the 100th. In October, this company settled a lawsuit regarding the availability of its Book Search tool, and September saw the debut of the first phone using its Android platform. What is this Internet company co-founded by Larry Page and Sergey Brin that, according to its corporate philosophy, "do[es] one thing really, really well"?


ANSWER: Google
8.
It can form microscopic pink blobs known as Guarnieri bodies.  Its four types are ordinary, modified, flat, and hemorrhagic.  Caused by the variola major and minor viruses, Edward Jenner developed a vaccine against it using cowpox.  Name this disease that has been eradicated in nature.

ANSWER: smallpox
9.
After his death in a 1956 car crash with then-girlfriend Ruth Kligman, his wife Lee Krasner helped maintain his reputation. Work that might be his paintings was discovered in a locker in 2003; fractal analysis might be useful in authentication. His work featured in Norman Rockwell’s painting Connoisseur. In 2006, his work became the most expensive ever sold when No. 5, 1948 sold for $140 million. What abstract expressionist painter was known for his ‘drip’ paintings? 
ANSWER: Jackson Pollack
10.
It was a short story published in 1959 in The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction and expanded into a 1966 novel. Its author was inspired to write it while teaching English to special needs children, one of whom asked if he could be put in a regular class. The author was twice asked to change the story so the protagonist got to marry Alice and keep his intelligence. In what work by Daniel Keyes does Charlie Gordon temporarily becomes a super-genius?

ANSWER: Flowers for Algernon
11.
It followed up the failed Taligent, Copland, and Gershwin projects, and was made possible after Gil Amelio was fired as its manufacturer’s CEO. It runs off the UNIX-based Darwin kernel and also includes enhancements that were part of NeXT Software’s Openstep, an object-oriented operating system. Cheetah, Puma, Jaguar, Panther, Tiger, and Leopard are the varieties of what operating system that powers the Apple Macintosh? 

ANSWER: Mac OS X (o-s-10, but accept it said as ‘o-s-x’)
12.
This man faced a near-death experience in 2008, falling off a cliff into the water in Iceland while puffin-hunting.  His website boasts of his two latest Michelin Star awards at his restaurants in West Hollywood and New York, both titled ‘The London.’  Known for his documentary series The F-Word, he's also been sued twice, accused both times of faking parts of his Kitchen Nightmares television series.  This is what profanity-spewing British chef, best known for his series, Hell's Kitchen?


ANSWER: Gordon Ramsay
13.
In the early 12th century, this country’s king encouraged Jews to immigrate; by the 16th century, 80% of the world’s Jews lived here. Its Jagiellon dynasty defeated the Teutonic Knights at the battle of Grunwald, and its forces helped win the Battle of Vienna in 1683. By then, it was the largest country in Europe, having united with Lithuania in 1569. However, what country was partitioned three times between Russia, Austria, and Prussia, thus wiping it off the map by 1795? 

ANSWER: Poland
14.
Her brothers Frank and Charles became admirals in the Royal Navy and her brother Henry was her literary agent. Her sister Cassandra illustrated her satirical The History of England, which was part of her three volumes of Juvenilia. Her novels The Watsons and Sanditon were left unfinished at her death, and Lady Susan was not published until 1871, fifty-four years after her death. Who wrote six novels, including Northanger Abbey, Persuasion, and Pride and Prejudice? 
ANSWER: Jane Austen
15.
Its peaks include Philippe Peak, Teddy Peak, and Queen Peak. In the early 2000s, a proposal to rename it Mount Trudeau was defeated. It was first climbed in 1925 by a team that included William Foster, a former Chief Constable of British Columbia. It is located within the Kluane National Park in Southwestern Yukon, and is 19,551 feet high. What is the highest mountain in Canada? 

ANSWER: Mount Logan
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
What native of Winchester is famous for country hits such as ‘I Fall to Pieces,’ ‘She’s Got You,’ and ‘Crazy’? 

ANSWER: Patsy Cline (accept ‘Patsy’ by itself)
1B.
The inferior and superior branches of what blood vessel empty into the right atrium?

ANSWER: vena cava
2A.
What astronomer identified that distant nebulae lie outside of the Milky Way and that the Milky Way was not the only galaxy?


ANSWER: Edwin Hubble
2B.
When the object of a sentence is the same as the subject, what type of pronouns, such as myself are needed? 
ANSWER: reflexive pronouns
3A.
What river forms the border between Vermont and New Hampshire? 

ANSWER: Connecticut River
3B.
Pitcher Cliff Lee won the 2008 Cy Young Award for what team that finished third in the AL Central behind the Tigers and White Sox?


ANSWER: Cleveland Indians (Accept either)

4A.
Who combined black and homosexual themes while writing Giovanni’s Room and Go Tell It on the Mountain?
ANSWER: James Baldwin
4B.
Andrew Jackson fought against what institution that was led by Nicholas Biddle? 

ANSWER: (Second) Bank of the United States
5A.
THIS IS A 20-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  In simplified terms and in radians, what is the polar equivalent of the Cartesian point (3, 6)? 
ANSWER: (3 times the square root of 5, PI/3)
5B.
THIS IS A 20-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  As a mixed number, what is the sum of 2/3, 3/5, and 7/9?

ANSWER: 2 2/45
6A.
Spell out the singular genitive of the Latin noun rex. 

ANSWER:  r e g i s 
6B.
Who was the Prime Minister of Japan when the Japanese struck Pearl Harbor? 

ANSWER: Tojo Hideki (accept Hideki Tojo)

7A.
What members of parliament are responsible for maintaining party discipline and in the U.S. House ranks right below the majority or minority leader? 

ANSWER: political whip(s)

7B.
Tamino, Papageno, and Pamina are roles in which of Mozart’s operas? 

ANSWER: The Magic Flute or Die Zauberflote
8A.
What word describes two Biblical creatures: one with seven horns and ten heads, the other looking like a lamb but speaking like a dragon?  

ANSWER: the Beast
8B.
What American chemist developed dot symbols for valence electrons and using lines to represent covalent bonds in chemical structures?

ANSWER: Gilbert Newton Lewis
9A.
A base turns litmus paper what color?

ANSWER: blue
9B.
Who is the oldest of the four Pevensie children in the Narnia series?
ANSWER: Peter Pevensie

10A.
THIS IS A 30-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the greatest common factor of 198, 756, and 990?

ANSWER: 18
10B.
THIS IS A 30-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  How many diagonals does a nonagon have?

ANSWER: 27
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
First mentioned by the poet Wace, some stories contend it belonged to Leodegrance. Another poet, Layamon, contended it was built by a Cornish carpenter to settle disputes among barons serving its owner. It first appears in Wace’s Roman de Brut, which was an adaptation of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s History of the Kings of Britain. Other stories have Merlin creating it as a replica of an item at the Last Supper. The Siege Perilous was the empty seat at what object at which King Arthur and his knights met?   

ANSWER: the Round Table
2.
While portraying Albrecht, he failed to put his modesty trunks over his tights, and was fired. He was fired from another job for marrying Romola Pulszky (pool-SKEE), and ended his career for good after a nervous breakdown in 1919. He choreographed The Afternoon of a Faun and The Rite of Spring. He became famous when he partnered with Anna Pavlova as the lead dancer in the Parisian tour of Ballets Russes. Who is this legendary Polish-Russian ballet dancer? 
ANSWER: Vaslav Nijinsky
3.
They are used for several points on ITS-90 and to calibrate thermometers.  For mercury, it is at .2 millipascal and minus 38.8 degrees Celsius.  For water, it is at 611.73 pascals and 273.16 kelvin.  Name this point at which vapor, liquid, and solid states of a substance are in equilibrium.

ANSWER: triple point
4.
A chemist uses this four-letter word to describe a small crystal that encourages crystallization in a solution. A meteorologist uses it to describe scattering silver iodide in clouds in hope of producing rain. If something has ‘gone to’ this four-letter word, it has fallen into disrepair. A financier uses it before ‘capital’ to describe money given to a start-up business. An athletes uses it to denote the rank a player or team has in a tournament. What word describes the part of a plant that can grow new plants? 

ANSWER: seed
5.
Its characters were composed of five shapes that included the ‘Winkelhaken.’ It was used to write languages such as Luwian, Urartian, Old Persian and Hittite. Its name comes from the Latin word meaning ‘wedge,’ since it was usually made on soft clay tablets with a blunt reed. It was largely unknown until Henry Rawlinson used the Behistun Inscription to decipher it. What script was used to write several languages in Mesopotamia? 

ANSWER: cuneiform
6.
This work’s narrator spends fifteen days with Terry, a Mexican farm worker, and is abandoned by ‘the son of a wino’ after catching dysentery in Mexico City. It was written in three weeks on a 120-foot scroll made by taping sheets of paper together. Its author was forced to use pseudonyms such as Dean Moriarty for Neal Cassady, Carlo Marx for Allan Ginsberg, and Sal Paradise for the author. What was this travel account written by Jack Kerouac? 
ANSWER: On the Road
7.
He signed the Convention of Kutahya and the Convention of London, preventing him from overthrowing his nominal overlord. After his navy was destroyed at the Battle of Navarino, he demanded the province of Syria as compensation. This resulted in the first near-overthrow of the Ottoman Empire. He engineered the Massacre of the Citadel against Mameluke leaders in 1811. Who thusly solidified his rule over Egypt? 

ANSWER: Muhammad Ali
8.
Its maximum efficiency is the change in temperature divided by the hot reservoir’s temperature.  Its four phases are reversible isothermal expansion, isentropic expansion, reversible isothermal compression, and isentropic compression.  Name this heat engine and cycle named after the French father of thermodynamics.

ANSWER: Carnot (accept Carnot cycle or Carnot heat engine)

9.
The element vanadium is named for an alternate name of this goddess; another alternate name was Mardoll. She served much the same purpose as the goddess Nerthus who was worshipped around the time of Christ. Her possessions included a cloak of falcon feathers and a cat-drawn chariot. Her hall Folkvangr got half the dead slain in battle; the other half went to Valhalla. Who was this love goddess in Norse mythology, roughly equal in prestige with Odin’s wife Frigga? 
ANSWER: Freyja (DO NOT accept ‘Frigga’)

10.
He died in 1937 while awaiting a hernia operation since only a doctor with a noble title could operate on him. He was the first person to transmute one element into another, turning nitrogen into oxygen. Through discovery of his namesake scattering, he disproved the ‘plum pudding’ model. He was assisted in this by Ernest Marsden and Hans Geiger. The existence of atomic nuclei was proven by whose experiment involving gold foil? 

ANSWER: Ernest Rutherford
11.
This word describes a conservative Canadian party that became the Canadian Alliance in 2000. It describes several Acts of Parliament that increased suffrage in the United Kingdom. It describes a political party founded by Ross Perot. It describes the most liberal of the three major branches of Judaism. What word describes a promise to change for the better or some other form of major change to improve a process? 
ANSWER: reform
12.
He was Chancellor of William and Mary between 2001 and 2005. He stepped down as Chairman of the 9/11 Commission, refusing to reveal the clients of his consulting firm. He once said, ‘The illegal we do immediately. The unconstitutional takes a little longer.’ His Nobel Peace Prize was shared with Le Duc Tho. He once described himself as the only National Security Advisor with a fan club. What proponent of détente was the dominant figure of 1970s foreign policy? 

ANSWER: Henry (or Heinz) Kissinger
13.
Making up the family Dinornithidae, the females were much larger than the males.  The best-known ones are the giant ones of the genus Dinornis.  Their only natural predator was the Haast’s eagle, but they were hunted down by the Maori by the year 1500.  Name this giant, flightless, and extinct bird that was native to New Zealand.

ANSWER: moa
14.
If cash gifts are given to one, a multiple of 18 is preferred. The person at its center can then say the Birkat Hamazon and wear tefilin. This term technically describes the person involved. More often, it describes either the service where the person involved reads Scripture for the first time, or the party held afterward. Meaning ‘Son of the commandments,’ what term describes the coming of age in Judaism? 

ANSWER: bar mitzvah or bat mitzvah
15.
THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the value of three to the minus three power, given that this is equal to the reciprocal of three cubed?

ANSWER: 1/27
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
While a Senator from New York, he led the ‘Conscience Whigs’ against the Compromise of 1850. He said, ‘there is a higher law than the Constitution,’ about his opposition to slavery. While he was the favorite to win the Republican Presidential nomination of 1860, he nonetheless loyally campaigned for Lincoln, later serving in his Cabinet. He survived his wounding on April 14, 1865. What Secretary of State during the Lincoln and Johnson administration was most notable for purchasing Alaska? 

ANSWER: William Seward
2.
This shape has the largest area for a given perimeter.  It is a conic section that has an eccentricity of zero and is equivalent to an ellipse with coincident foci.  Name this shape in which all points are equidistant from the center whose circumference is pi times diameter and area is pi r squared.

ANSWER: circle
3.
Most of the material in these structures falls into two categories: one is basaltic, called scoria, while the other is felsic, and has a specific gravity of less than 1, otherwise known as pumice.  Probably the most famous example of one of these structures arose from a corn field in Mexico in 1943, Paricutin.  Lava rarely erupts from the top of what type of volcano, created when fragments of pyroclastic material builds up around a magma vent?


ANSWER: cinder cone

 4.
He spent his first two terms in his most recent office as a Democrat before becoming an Independent and, in 2002, a Republican. Described as a representative of "real Virginia" by Don Merricks, he defeated Al Weed in two consecutive elections before losing to a national security consultant and faith-based organizer. Who is this Congressman who lost a close race to Tom Perriello in Virginia's 5th district?


ANSWER: Virgil Goode
5.
Until the arrival of Harry Potter, this work by Janette Sebring Lowrey was the all-time best selling children’s hardback. The title character spends his time looking at lizards and caterpillars when not digging holes under fences. The title character is able to eat some rice pudding despite being bad, but misses out on the strawberry shortcake. What is this story whose title character is a curious canine prone to exploration? 

ANSWER: The Poky Little Puppy
All questions ©2008 Scholastic Bowl Company of Virginia, Inc. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

