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2008-09 State Competition

Match #6


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl State Tournament. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions; further editing was done by Adam Fine and Marian Suter.

Participants must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before the end of the state tournament is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside Virginia is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
This empire was founded by Labarna I in the 16th century. When it collapsed around 1180 BC, it spawned successor states such as Milid and Carchemish. These successor states were themselves conquered by the Assyrians. Its language used cuneiform but was Indo-European. Its ruler, Muwatalli II, fought a battle at Kadesh against Ramses the Great. Hattusa was the capital of what empire based in Anatolia? 
ANSWER: Hittite Empire

2.
This five-letter word’s ultimate origin is an Old Norse word meaning ‘ink.’ It describes someone that is pessimistic, or someone who has no good qualities whatsoever. It can also describe the act of polishing shoes. Businessmen use this word in contradictory terms: it describes a company that is making a profit, but it also describes days of great misfortune. What word also describes something that absorbs all light without reflecting it, or a color that is the opposite of white? 

ANSWER: black
3.
Their gedola type is for post-secondary study, while their ketana type is for primary or secondary study. The goal of many students it to be ordained in a process called semicha. A kollel is one that provides a stipend for married men studying at one.  Their equivalent for women are midrasha, and they originated from beth midrash, which were small schools located next to the town synagogue. What are these schools for the study of Talmud and Torah? 

ANSWER: yeshiva or yeshivot or Beth midrash or Talmudical (or Rabbinical) Academy
4.
When multiplied by four pi, it is equal to the reciprocal of the Coulomb constant.  It is equal to 8.85 times 10 to the minus 12 farads per meter.  Multiplying it by the magnetic constant yields the reciprocal of the speed of light squared.  Name this constant represented by epsilon sub zero that relate mechanical units to electrical units.

ANSWER: permittivity of free space or electric constant or vacuum permittivity
5.
THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Fill in the blank in this series of numbers:  8, 13, 21, 34, 55, blank, 144.  This series is made up of Fibonacci numbers, in which the next number is the sum of the previous two numbers.

ANSWER: 89
6.
The Iapetus Ocean closed late in this period, which saw the Caledonian Orogeny, along with the appearance of coral reefs and graptolites.  Changes in sea levels caused by glacial formation are thought to be the trigger for the first mass extinction, which occurred before this period. Named for a Celtic tribe of Wales, the first arthropods, mostly millipedes and scorpions, and jawed fishes appeared during this period. This is what geologic period, sandwiched between the Ordovician and Devonian?

ANSWER: Silurian Period

7.
This document was written in the wake of the Black Warrior affair, on the orders of then-Secretary of State William Marcy. It was composed by Pierre Soule, John Mason, and James Buchanan. It proposed an offer of $120 million for the affected territory and if that offer was rejected, to go to war. Opposition to it grew when free-soilers suspected a plot to established new slave states in the Caribbean. What was this document that outlined a plan to buy or conquer Cuba from Spain? 

ANSWER: Ostend Manifesto

8.
Affiliated with the Utah Flash of the developmental league, the deaths of Len Bias and Reggie Lewis sent this team into decline, despite the acquisition of Dominique Wilkins.  They drafted Chuck Cooper, the first African-American to play its sport in 1950; 5 seasons later the team acquired Bill Russell.  Rick Pitino resigned as head coach three seasons after drafting Paul Pierce, who was drafted three seasons following the team's move to the Fleet Center. Current head coach Doc Rivers used the acquisition of Ray Allen and Kevin Garnett led what team to their 17th NBA title in 2008?

ANSWER: Boston Celtics
9.
This role was written for the then-49-year-old Mrs Patrick Campbell. Nepommuck thinks she is Hungarian royalty. Her two signature lines are ‘Buy them yourself’ in response to a request to run errands, and ‘Not bloody likely!’ to a request to walk across a park. In the original story, she marries Freddy Eynsford-Hill, although many adaptations have her marrying Henry Higgins. What George Bernard Shaw character, a Cockney flower-seller, becomes an educated woman in Pygmalion? 
ANSWER: Eliza Doolittle

10.
Consisting of living companion and sieve-tube cells, its name is from the Greek for bark.  It achieves translocation through the pressure flow hypothesis.  In vascular plants, it forms bundles with xylem.  Name this type of tissue that carries sugars, food, and nutrients.

ANSWER: phloem
11.
Later writers said he fell overboard and drowned while he and his father were en route to Sicily. In these stories, his father had invented sails to outrun the pursuing galleys of King Minos. The more familiar story made him the namesake of a sea located southwest of the island of Samos. He also drowned, but in this story died from not listening to his father’s advice. What son of Daedalus died after getting too close to the sun melted the wax in his wings? 

ANSWER: Icarus
12.
He wielded Grond, the Hammer of the Underworld, and showed scars from a battle with the Eagle Thorondor. He will not be defeated for good until Dagor Dagorath, slain by the hand of Turin Turambar. His two fortresses were Utumno and Angband. His evil acts included the destruction of the Two Lamps, the killing of the Two Trees, and the theft of the three Silmarils. His other servants included Ancalagon the dragon, Gothmog the Balrog, and Sauron. Whose defeat marked the end of the First Age of Middle-Earth? 
ANSWER: Morgoth (accept Melkor before it is said)
13.
Outside his homeland, he fought for the independence of Rio Grande do Sul from Brasil, for the ‘Colorado’ faction in the Uruguayan Civil War, and for the French Third Republic. He was even offered command of the U.S. Army in 1862. While he was defeated by Louis Napoleon in 1849, he succeeded ten years later with the ‘Expedition of the Thousand’ that overthrew the Bourbon monarchy of the Two Sicilies. What leader of the ‘Red Shirts’ aided in the unification of Italy? 
ANSWER: Giuseppe Garibaldi 

14.
In 2007, to fight so-called ‘banalisation’, H&M were denied a license to operate along its length. However, in late 2008, Abercrombie & Fitch were given permission to open a store on this street. Other landmarks include the Lido cabaret, the Montecristo café, and the largest Adidas store in the world. It runs for two kilometers through the 8th arrondissement. Running between the Place de la Concorde to the Place Charles de Gaulle, what is this most famous street in Paris? 

ANSWER: Avenue des Champs-Elysees
15.
It was code-named Bloomfield while under developed and was unveiled on November 17, 2008. It has five models, the 920, 940, 950, 965 Extreme, and 975 Extreme. Its core clocks range from 2.66 gigahertz to 3.33 gigahertz. The first micro-processors to use the Nehalem architecture are what latest family of processors from Intel, the successor to the Core 2 family? 

ANSWER: Intel Core i7 (prompt on ‘Core’ but do not accept ‘Core 2’)
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an ‘A’ after their number; set B questions have a ‘B.’ 

1A.
The title of what poem by William Cullen Bryant is sometimes translated as 

‘Meditation upon Death’? 

ANSWER: “Thanatopsis”

1B.
Coach Les Miles led what team to victory in the 2008 Chik-Fil-A Bowl over Georgia Tech, compensating for the loss of players like Glenn Dorsey and Early Doucet? 
ANSWER: Louisiana State University

2A.
The Nebraska state quarter depicts what geologic formation, a 300-foot spire that rises above the North Platte Valley and served as a landmark on the Oregon Trail?

ANSWER: Chimney Rock
2B.
Write down the following sentence: (quizmaster: speak slowly) ‘I walked to my house.’ (quizmaster: speak normally) What is that sentence in the future progressive tense?

ANSWER: I will be walking to my house
3A.
Notable objects of this type include one located in the Crab Nebula. What rapidly spinning objects regularly emit electromagnetic radiation? 
ANSWER: pulsar
3B.
What confederacy was formed in the 15th century by the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca tribes? 

ANSWER: Iroquois Confederacy or Haudenosaunee
4A.
The title character of Matlock was what actor that also appeared as the sheriff of Mayberry, North Carolina? 

ANSWER: Andy Griffith
4B.
What method of staining makes cells either purple or pink and is used to classify bacteria into positive and negative groups?

ANSWER: Gram staining

5A.
THIS IS A 20-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the value of six factorial plus five factorial?

ANSWER: 840
5B.
THIS IS A 20-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the circumference of a circle with area 64 pi square feet?

ANSWER: 16 pi feet
6A.
What semi-mythical figure wrote the Tao Te Ching and founded the religious movement of Taoism? 

ANSWER: Laozi or Lao Tsu or Laocius
6B.
What is the chemical symbol of tungsten?

ANSWER: W
7A.
Sir William Crookes called it ‘radiant matter’ when he discovered it in 1879. It consists of atomic nuclei and free electrons in a gas-like state. Found at very high temperatures like those in stars, what is this fourth state of matter? 


ANSWER: plasma
7B.
Prospero and Miranda are marooned on a deserted island twelve years before the action of what Shakespearean play? 

ANSWER: The Tempest
8A.
Spell the past participle of the French verb faire (fair).

ANSWER: f a i t
8B.
The two words of the takbir are what phrase, translated as ‘God is great,’ that appears on the flag of Iraq? 
ANSWER: Allahu akbar
9A.
What woman was Prime Minister of Israel during the Yom Kippur War? 

ANSWER: Golda Me’ir
9B.
7/1 (seven-one) hybrid, option, and cash flow are examples of what type of home loans, on which the interest rate is periodically changed? 

ANSWER: ARM or adjustable-rate mortgage
10A.
THIS IS A 30-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Factor x cubed plus 6x squared plus 5x minus 12.

ANSWER: (x squared plus 2x minus 3) (x plus 4)
10B.
THIS IS A 30-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the area of a circle with a diameter of 7 meters, assuming a value for PI of 3.14? 
ANSWER: 38.465
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
In December, Chris Dodd proposed using the TARP program to bring about this action. Democrats helped the House vote 237-170 in favor of this action, promoted by 3 CEOs driving cars actually using their own products, but a first attempt to pass it in the Senate failed to achieve the necessary 60 votes. What economic proposal is commonly framed as the granting of short-term loans to "The Big Three" Detroit-based companies?

ANSWER: the auto industry bailout (accept clear-knowledge equivalents, prompt on ‘bailout’)

2.
This five-letter word is used to describe a group of potential jurors. It also describes the section of a machine that has the controls. It can also refer to a group of people brought together for a purpose, such as a public discussion or to judge a contest. What word also describes a thin, flat piece of wood, such as ones used to create a room’s walls or to be painted on for a triptych? 

ANSWER: panel
3.
His latest solo album, Blahemia, has been delayed due to his serving a 15-month prison sentence for assaulting a male escort in his London apartment. He was arrested in 1985 in London for heroin possession and in 2006 in New York for cocaine possession. His mainstream solo success has been limited since 1992’s ‘The Crying Game.’ O’Dowd is the last name of this voice behind hits like ‘Do You Really Want to Hurt Me?’ and ‘Karma Chameleon.’ Who was the lead singer of the Culture Club? 
ANSWER: Boy George (accept George O’Dowd before said in the question)
4.
Its second convention nominated its founder, but the founder endorsed Charles Evans Hughes instead. It ran on the ‘New Nationalism’ platform and promised to ‘dissolve the unholy alliance between corrupt business and corrupt politics.’ It carried six states in its first Presidential bid: Pennsylvania, Michigan, Minnesota, South Dakota, California, and Washington, enough for 88 electoral votes and second place in the Presidential election of 1912. What political party was founded by Teddy Roosevelt? 
ANSWER: Bull Moose Party or Progressive Party

5.
His 1920s research focused on extracting gold from seawater. He is the namesake, along with Max Born, of a ‘cycle’ that evaluates an ionic solid’s lattice energy. His wife, Clara Immerwahr, committed suicide after he oversaw the first successful use of chlorine gas at the Second Battle of Ypres in 1915. Along with Carl Bosch, what German scientist devised a method for synthesizing ammonia? 

ANSWER: Fritz Haber
6.
His theorem deals with limits of power series, his identity is used in differential equations, and his category has addable morphisms and objects and has kernels and cokernels.  Summation by parts is sometimes called his transformation.  His name is applied to commutative groups and he proved that fifth-degree equations had no general solution.  Name this Norwegian mathematician who died at age 26.

ANSWER: Niels Henrik Abel  (accept Abelian)

7.
For low temperatures, it is modified by the Maxwell equal area rule.  It accounts for nonzero molecular size and intermolecular attraction.  Its form is (P plus [a n squared over V squared]) times (V minus n times b) equals n times R times T.  Name this equation named after a Dutch physicist that describes the behavior of a nonideal gas.

ANSWER: van der Waals equation

8.
A Twitter feed ostensibly broadcast from this location became the ninth-most-popular of all time, discussing TEGA cells and flipping over rocks. Previous expeditions to this location included the Opportunity and Spirit rovers, though they failed to find signs of ice water as convincing as the most recent mission. The Phoenix spacecraft recently ceased operations on what planet, home to Valles Marineris and Olympus Mons?

ANSWER: Mars
9.
Characters include Grandma, who gets run over by Bessie’s car, and Ellie May, an eighteen year old with a harelip. Two marriages are examined: that of Lov Bensey and the twelve-year-old Pearl, and that of sixteen-year-old Dude with Bessie. A fire at its end results in the death of Jeeter and Ada Lester, tenant farmers in the rural South. What is this novel by Erskine Caldwell named for the crop the Lesters attempted to grow? 

ANSWER: Tobacco Road
10.
This country’s parliament is called the Oireachtas (er-YAHK-tyahs). Its main political parties, Fianna (FEE-uh-nuh) Fail (fowl) and Fine (FEE-nah) Gael (guile), reflect differences over a 1922 treaty. Its head of government is called the Taoiseach (TEE-shuk). Reflecting its Catholic heritage, the eighth amendment to its constitution outlaws abortion. What is this European country whose capital is Dublin? 
ANSWER: political system of Ireland
11.
As Jackson O’Reilly, he wrote Cheyenne Raiders in 1982. As Reagan O’Neal, he wrote The Fallon Blood in 1980. He then wrote seven books, including (BLANK) the Destroyer, about the most famous of Cimmerian barbarians, Conan. He was planning to write a six-volume series, Infinity of Heaven, before his untimely death from cardiac amyloidosis in 2007. What writer’s widow selected Brandon Sanderson to complete A Memory of Light, the twelfth and final book of his series, Wheel of Time? 
ANSWER: Robert Jordan
12.
The Manchester score is used for prognosis in its small cell type.  Responsible for 1.3 million deaths a year worldwide, its victims include Boris Pasternak, Joe DiMaggio, Walt Disney, and Peter Jennings.  Name this type of cancer caused by radon, asbestos, and tobacco smoke that affects the primary respiratory organs.

ANSWER: lung cancer
13.
A dog can be seen on the left border of this painting, whose two copies are at the Philadelphia Museum of Art and the Museum of Modern Art. Critics believe the figures are representations of Max Jacob, Guillaume Apollinaire, and the artist. Two figures from commedia dell’arte, Harlequin and Pierrot, are on the left. They are joined by a singing monk. What is this Picasso painting partly named for the number of people performing? 

ANSWER: Three musicians
14.
His earliest self-published collections include Al Que Quiere. Poems such as ‘Queen-Ann’s-Lace’ and ‘The Great Figure’ appear in his collection Sour Grapes. Opposing Pound and Eliot’s esoteric writing, he declared, ‘No ideas but in things.’ He wrote the introduction to Allen Ginsburg’s Howl. He won a posthumous Pulitzer for Pictures from Brueghel and Other Poems. What creator of the epic poem Paterson is best-known for his sixteen-word, eight-line poem ‘The Red Wheelbarrow’? 
ANSWER: William Carlos Williams
15.
He was the namesake of a three-masted clipper that was the first ship to sail around the world in six months. He claims to have governed Yangzhou for three years. Some later reviewers question his non-inclusion of tea drinking or foot-binding, claiming he simply put together stories told by other traders. He was captured during the Battle of Curzola, and while in a Genoese prison, he dictated his best known work. What Venetian merchant wrote il Milione about his seventeen years in China? 
ANSWER: Marco Polo
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
Many types of this animal were in the subfamily Machairodontinae.  Its best-known type, Smilodon, lived in the Americas, is frequently found in the La Brea tar pits, and died out ten thousand years ago.  Name this mainly feline type of animal known for its lengthy maxillary canines.

ANSWER: saber-toothed tiger or saber-toothed cat or sabertooth
2.
He sued CBS for libel after the documentary The Uncounted Enemy. He criticized Vo Nguyen (huh-wen) Giap (ghee-ap), saying an American commander ‘losing men like that would hardly have lasted more than a few weeks.’ However, he himself was criticized by Neil Sheehan for having ‘won every battle until he lost the war.’ He was Chief of Staff for the U.S. Army between 1968 and 1972. Who was, between 1964 and 1968, the commander of American military forces in Vietnam? 
ANSWER: William Westmoreland
3.
After a poor reception in Naples, he said he would only go back there ‘to eat spaghetti.’ He vowed to never go back to San Francisco after surviving the 1906 earthquake there. He was the lead tenor for the Metropolitan Opera between 1903 and 1921. What man’s recording of ‘Vesti La Giubba’ from Pagliacci was the first gramophone record to sell a million copies? 
ANSWER: Enrico Caruso
4.
The Lady Russell advised this novel’s protagonist to break off her first engagement to a naval officer. However, the fiancé returns to England, possessing £25,000 of prize money from captured French ships. The fiancé briefly considers Louisa and Henrietta Musgrove. But, by the end of the novel, Frederick Wentworth re-unites with Anne Elliott. What was the last finished novel by Jane Austen?

ANSWER: Persuasion
5.
THIS IS A 10-SECOND COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the sum of the numbers from one to forty, given that this is equal to 41 times 40 divided by 2?

ANSWER: 820
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