Valencia Delta Burke Invitational 2007
Round 1—Questions throughout by Chris Borglum, Raj Dhuwalia, Sean Platzer, Billy Beyer, Rob Fernandes, Virginia Clemmer, Boris Nguyen, Elissa Caffery, Andrew Hart, Amy Harvey, and Jason Loy
1. “The Pretensions of Poverty,” a poem by Thomas Carew (carey), comprises the entire text of this book’s second chapter. In the first chapter the author enumerates the exact cost of the house he builds in the title location, including ten cents for a latch and $2.43 for some second-hand windows. In the third he explains he came to the titular body of water to “live deliberately . . .[so] when I come to die, [to not] discover that I had not lived.” Named for a pond in some woods owned by Ralph Waldo Emerson, FTP name this short work by Henry David Thoreau.


A. Walden
2. In some systems, this quantity equals the derivative of energy with respect to entropy.  In Wien’s Law, it is inversely proportional to peak wavelength.  For a monoatomic gas, this intensive property is proportional to the square of molecular velocity.  Also proportional to both pressure and volume in the ideal gas law, this is, FTP, what quantity measured on the Rankine, Kelvin, and Celsius scales?


A. temperature
3. “Why Not Sneeze?” is an artwork consisting of a rectangular bin filled with marble cubes, a thermometer, and a cuttlebone created by this artist under one of his pseudonyms, Rose Selavy. He also liked to exhibit found objects such as a bicycle wheel mounted on a stool or a snow shovel he called In Advance of a Broken Arm, works generally called “readymades.”  The most notorious of these, which he signed "R. Mutt,” was a urinal he dubbed Fountain.  FTP, name this French artist of the Dada movement who painted Nude Descending a Staircase. 


A. Marcel Duchamp 

4. His stance against political machines led to Thomas Collier Platt giving this man a position on the presidential ticket, much to the chagrin of his running mate’s “manager” Mark Hanna.  This man’s domestic policies included ending the rebate system of the railroad and were known as the “Square Deal.”  His hand in negotiating the Treaty of Portsmouth earned him the Nobel Peace Prize, and he served as a colonel alongside Leonard Wood during the capture of San Juan Hill.  FTP, name this most famous Rough Rider who became the youngest president ever upon the assassination of William McKinley. 


A. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. (accept T.R.)

5. Pencil and paper ready. Recall that the inverse function of a logarithm base a is the exponential of the same base and that the base of the common logarithm log is 10. Using x as the independent variable, FTP, find the rule for the inverse function of f(x) = 5 + log(x ‑ 2).  


A. 10 x‑5 + 2
6. His most famous student claimed that this man compiled the history of the Lu state known as the Spring and Autumn annals, though this is doubted by modern scholars. In his most famous work he contrasted the good man, or chun-tzu, with the petty man, hsiao-jen, stating that the good man acts according to the rules of propriety, or li. FTP name this thinker whose central ideas are collected in the Analects, the teacher of Meng-Tzu and best known Chinese philosopher.


A. Confucius or  Kung Fu-Tzu
7. The subject of the Apokolkuntosis (his “pumpkinification”) by Seneca the Younger, he was made fun of for his legendary stammer.  This is supported by Suetonius, who also claimed he had other ailments.  Not ineffectual, he did conquer Britain for the final time and he himself claimed that he pretended to be an idiot only so his bloodthirsty and insane predecessor, Caligula, would not have him executed.  FTP identify this fourth Roman Empire, the subject of a fictional biography by Robert Graves.

A. Claudius
8. The Friedel-Crafts and Gatterman-Koch processes add a group onto this molecule, which has a mass of 78.  Substituting a hydroxyl group gives phenol, while substituting a methyl group and three nitro groups onto it gives TNT.  Its structure was first theorized by Kekule in 1865, forty years after its discovery by Faraday.  FTP name this simplest aromatic hydrocarbon with formula C6 H6.


A. benzene
9. Its spine is formed by 38 volcanoes, and it is the 13th largest island in the world.  The Bengawan Solo River is its largest, and it was there that, in 1891, a homo erectus skeleton was found and named for it.  It has been occupied by the Japanese, English and Dutch, the last of which made this island’s coffee production synonymous with that beverage. FTP identify this island, home of the Indonesian capital, Jakarta.


A. Java
10. The unnamed brickmaker shows this character’s painting of a blindfolded woman holding a torch to the narrator, who is steaming inland looking for him. This character entrusts his pamphlet written for the International Society for the Suppression of Savage Customs to the narrator during his final illness after they meet near the inner station. Issuing a dying plea to “exterminate all the brutes” is, FTP, what character found by Marlow in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness?


A. Kurtz (do NOT accept Colonel Kurtz from any bozos)

11. Ishtar, in her role as Babylonian goddess of war, was usually depicted standing on one of these animals, and two of them pulled the chariot of Cybele. Those two animals had been the huntress Atalanta and her husband Hippomenes, who were turned into these by Aphrodite for defiling her temple. The creature was also associated with the biblical Judah, as well as St. Mark. The one of Nemea had impenetrable skin and thus was strangled by Heracles in one of his labors. FTP name this type of feline, another example of which is the king of Narnia, Aslan.


A. lion
12. This entity is composed of seven groups, including Sissetowan, Ihantowan, Wahpetowan, and Teton. Each of these groups is further broken into smaller bands, including Sihaspa and Minniconjou, as well as a band that included Red Cloud, who attacked US military outposts in what is now Nebraska. Another notable band destroyed the US 7th cavalry in 1876 under the leadership of Sitting Bull. Including the Oglala and Hunkpapa, FTP name this First Nation people that included Black Elk and Crazy Horse.


A. Sioux (or Oceti Sakowin from any tribal people)

13. He holds a purple belt in Goju-Ryu karate and resigns his job as a volunteer deputy for the Lackawanna County Sheriff’s Department after he provides clean urine to help his boss pass a drug test.   Owner, with his cousin Mose, of a 60-acre beet farm used by local teenagers for sex, he listens to Motley Crue’s “Wild Side” before a performance review.  Angela dumps him after he mercy kills her cat, Sprinkles.  FTP name this “Assistant TO the Regional Manager,” on The Office.

A. Dwight or Shrute (accept either name)
14. The Barnett formation of this type of rock holds a massive amount of oil, while the Bearpaw formation of it is known for ammonite fossils.  Produced by compaction of very fine grains of clay and silt, it can metamorphose into slate due to heat and pressure.  The most widespread sedimentary rock type, this rock often holds a variety of fossils.  FTP name this rock which holds an enormous variety of Cambrian fossils in Canada’s Burgess formation.


A. shale
15. At the Sign of the Cat and Racket, The Atheist’s Mass, and The Country Doctor are all included among in this literary work. In the work’s Avant-Propos, the author wrote that he wanted to provide a Naturalistic study of man as a “zoological species,” and he grouped the stories and novels within this work into categories titled “Scenes from Private Life, “Scenes from Provincial Life,” and “Scenes from Parisian Life,” among others. Also including Les Chouans (show-on), Cousin Bette, and Pere Goriot, FTP name this massive collection of stories and novels by Honore de Balzac.


A. Le Comedie Humaine or The Human Comedy
16. This figure’s birth was presaged by 11 dreams of his mother, including images of a silver urn, an elephant, and a smokeless fire. He preached principles including Achaurya, or non-theft, while Satya requires truthfulness. Followers believe he left his body and became a Siddha on October 15, 527 BCE, a date his followers celebrate as Diwali. The last of the 24 Tirthankaras, FTP this is what promoter of Ahimsa and founder of Jainism?


A. Mahavira
17. It is the third incarnation of what was originally abbreviated the PNR.  That party was founded after the assassination of ex-president Alvaro Obregon so that President Plutarco Calles could better control the government after he stepped down.  It remained in power in one form or another from 1929 until 1999 with the election of the independent conservative Vincente Fox.  FTP identify this Mexican political party that shares its initials with the distributor of A Prairie Home Companion.

A. PRI or Partido Revolucionario Institucional (can be pronounced “pree”)
18. Featuring one of the rare star roles written for a baritone, in Act I, the title character’s servant sings “Notte e giorno faticar,” or “I work night and day,” as he waits for his master to be finished with Donna Anna. Later the title character kills Donna Anna’s father, the commendatore, who comes back to life as his own memorial statue to demand that the title figure repent his crimes, eventually dragging that rogue into hell. FTP this describes what 1787 opera by Mozart in which the servant Leporello catalogues the 2,065 seductions of the title lover?

A. Don Giovanni (do NOT accept “Don Juan”)
19. Parmelia, hypogymnia, and rock tripe are all varieties of this life form that can thrive where higher plants struggle. These structures come in two different types, foliose and crustose, based on their formative components. Often these structures adhere to a tree or rock, and their presence or absence can be a good indicator of clean or polluted air. A favorite food of reindeer, FTP what are these symbionts, composed of a fungus and an alga?


A. lichens 

20. The talks this writer led as the Charles Eliot Norton Lecturer at Harvard were published as six nonlectures in 1953. The fifth nonlecture briefly mentions his failed plays Santa Claus and Him, while an earlier one concludes with his poem “my father moved through dooms of love.” One famous poem of his forms the picture of the title insect, a grasshopper, though the title is unclear as the letters are rearranged. As his poems were mostly untitled, they are known by first lines like “i sing of olaf glad and big” and “in just spring.” FTP name this poet perhaps best known for eschewing capitalization.


A. e.e cummings
Delta Burke 2007—Round 1 Bonuses

1. Name these phyla from descriptions FTPE.

A. This phylum includes groups such as chitons, cephalopods, and gastropods.


A: Mollusca
B. This phylum is characterized by a segmented body with appendages and a chitinous exoskeleton.


A: Arthropoda
C. Like chordates, members of this phylum are deuterostomes. At maturity, they are radially symmetric.


A: Echinodermata
2. Identify these Jewish holidays FTPE.

A. This day of atonement involves fasting and occurs 10 days after the New Year begins.

A. Yom Kippur
B. The theological basis for this multiday holiday commemorates Judas Maccabeus’s defeat of the Seleucids and preservation of the Jewish religion.
A. Hannukah
C. This holiday celebrates a Jewish queen of Persia’s success at stopping the destruction of her people.  It is characterized by eating, drinking, and cursing the name of Haman.
A. Purim

3. Answer the following about the battle of Waterloo FTPE.

A. British forces at Waterloo were led by this general.


A. Arthur Wellesley, or Duke of Wellington
B. Allied with the British against Napoleon were Prussian forces led by this general.


A.   Gebhard Leberecht von Blucher
C. This marshal is blamed by some historians for Napoleon’s loss at Waterloo for making an unsupported cavalry charge.


A. Marshal Michel Ney
4. Name these alternative rock groups FTPE.
A. This Is a Long Drive for Someone with Nothing to Think About was the debut album of this group, which also created the album Good News for People Who Love Bad News. 


A. Modest Mouse
B. Led by Jared Leto, this group released the album A Beautiful Lie, which includes the songs "From Yesterday" and "The Kill."


A. 30 Seconds to Mars
C. This group danced on treadmills in the music video for "Here It Goes Again."


A. OK Go
5. Author and works FTPE.

A. This author described an execution machine that inscribed a prisoner’s sentence on his skin in the story “In the Penal Colony” and a man who fasts to death in “A Hunger Artist.”


A. Franz Kafka
B. Kafka’s best known work is this novella in which the protagonist wakes up one morning to find he is a giant bug. 


A. The Metamorphosis
C. Josef K. is unceremoniously shot in the head in an alley at the conclusion of the excruciatingly long titular process of this novel.


A. The Trial
6. Stuff about the father of the Olympian gods FTPE.

A. This son of Ouranos castrated his father and then ate four of his six children—some fun!


A. Cronus
B. According to some accounts, Cronus was imprisoned in this dark underworld after being overthrown by Zeus.


A. Tartarus
C. One of Cronus’s brothers, this Titan was punished after the battle with the Olympians by being forced to hold the world on his shoulders.


A. Atlas
7. Answer the following about our most rotund president FTPE.

A. After serving as Secretary of War under Teddy Roosevelt, this guy defeated William Jennings Bryan to win the 1908 presidential election.


A. William Howard Taft
B. Taft used this two-word term to describe his efforts to use investment to influence foreign affairs in Central America.


A. dollar diplomacy
C. Nine years after losing his re-election bid to Woodrow Wilson, Taft was nominated to this post by Warren G. Harding, in the capacity of which he got to swear in Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover.


A. Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

8. Some useful molecules consist of thousands of repeated units, or monomers.  FTP each …

A. Name these large molecules.


A: polymers

B. Consisting of C2H4 units, this plastic is used in thousands of products in its high-density and low-density forms.


A: polyethylene or polyethene or PE or polythene
C. Abbreviated PP, this recyclable polymer of C3H6 units is used in ropes and packaging.


A: polypropylene or polypropene
9. Answer the following about works by J.D. Salinger FTPE. 
A. “For Esme with Love and Squalor” and “A Perfect Day for Bananafish” are stories from this numerically aptly named collection of short works by Salinger.


A. Nine Stories
B. Seymour, protagonist of “Bananafish” is one of this family whose children appeared on the radio quiz show “It’s a Wise Child.” Other members include Franny and Zooey and Buddy.


A. Glass
C. This kid who hates phonies and Stradlater’s bad whistling is the protagonist of Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye.

A. Holden Caulfield
10. FTPE identify works by everyone’s favorite Jewish Austrian Romantic Composer and Conducter, Gustav Mahler.

A. This symphonic poem was later renamed after a book by Jean-Paul.  It is considered his first symphony.


A.  Titan

B. John Paul II’s favorite piece of music, this nickname designates what is today considered his second symphony.


A.  Resurrection

C. Afraid of what he called the “curse of the ninth,” Mahler wrote this song cycle and didn’t call it his ninth.  The lyrics are German translations of seven Chinese poems.


A.  Das Lied von der Erde or The Song of the Earth
11. For some very fun and easy math points, find the slope of the following straight lines FTPE.
A. The line with equation 2y - 6x =  5.
A.3
B.  The line perpendicular to the line with equation y = 2x - 7.

A.-1/2
C.  The line passing through the points (1, 4) and (-1, 6).

A. -1
12. FTSNOP, name the vitamin which is deficient in each of the following diseases.

A. (5) scurvy


C or ascorbic acid
B. (10) pellagra


B3 or niacin
C. (15) megaloblastic anemia


A: B12 or cyanocobalamin
13. Name these men involved in the electrifying election of 1844 FTPE.

A. As They Might Be Giants could tell you, this dark horse came riding high to win the election, serving just one term.


A. James K. Polk
B. Polk defeated this Kentuckian, a former Secretary of State known as the Great Compromiser, who ran on the Whig ticket.


A. Henry Clay
C. This incumbent, who had become the first vice president to ascend to the presidency when William Henry Harrison died, quit the race before the vote.


A. John Tyler
14. Name these areas of Germany FTPE.

A. Martin Heidegger’s house is hear as well as the source of the Danube River in this region famous for its cuckoo clocks.

A. Black Forest

B. This heavily populated area was occupied by the French after World War I ostensibly for not paying enough in reparations.

A. Ruhr Region or Area

C. Frankfurt is the largest city in this region that was notable for sending mercenaries to the British during the Revolutionary War.

A. Hesse

15. English poet and his works FTPE.

A. This 16th-century poet is best known for his epic work The Faerie Queene.


A. Edmund Spenser
B. This is the title monarch of Spenser’s Faerie Queene.


A. Glorianna
C. This hero of Book One is named for the emblem of St. George which he wears on his chest.


A. The Redcrosse Knight

16. ID these commonly confused medieval Muslim thinkers for 15 points each.

A. This Persian wrote the Kitab al-Najat, or The Book of Deliverance, which synthesized the ideas of Plato and Aristotle with Islam, as well as many texts on medicine and mathematics.


A. Avicenna or Ibn Sina
B. This author of Tahafut al-tahafut, or The Incoherence of the Incoherence, could count an Almohad caliph as a disciple.


A. Averroes or Ibn Rushd
17. Stuff about some crazy, warlike Mongolians FTPE.

A. In the early fifth century CE the nomadic Central Asians known as the Huns began moving West into Europe, especially under the leadership of this warlord.


A. Attila
B. The Huns were turned back by Roman legions under the command of Aetius in 451 in battle on the Catalunian Fields at this site in present-day France.


A. Chalons
C. Attila turned south from Chalons and would’ve entered Rome had not this pope bribed him to keep moving.


A. Leo
18. Answer the following about a famous painting FTPE.

A. This 16 by 24 foot canvas depicts fifteen survivors and a number of corpses on a small vessel, with one frantically waving at a boat in the distance.


A. The Raft of the Medusa
B. This man painted The Raft of the Medusa.


A. Theodore Gericault
C. The Raft of the Medusa can be seen in this museum.


A. The Louvre
19. Answer these questions about high-energy physics FTPE.

A. This device consists of a pair of oppositely charged hollow metal dees immersed in a magnetic field. By oscillating electrical signs of the dees, particles inside can be accelerated to a high speed.


A. cyclotron
B. Who invented the cyclotron?


A. Ernest Lawrence
C. To compensate for relativistic effects, and to reduce the size of the magnet needed, this kind of device varies the magnetic field and oscillator frequency with time, allowing higher energies than can be achieved with a cyclotron.


A. proton synchrotron
20. Answer the following about fictional towns created by American writers FTPE.

A. Modeled on Oxford, Mississippi, this town is home of Emily Grierson, Flem Snopes, and Gavin Stevens and appears in numerous William Faulkner works.


A. Jefferson
B. Asheville, North Carolina, was fictionalized as the town of Altamont, home of Eugene Gant, in this author’s novel Look Homeward, Angel.


A. Thomas Wolfe
C. The town of Zenith is home to the characters Babbit, Dr. Arrowsmith, and Elmer Gantry in novels by this 1930 Nobel Prize winner.


A. Sinclair Lewis
