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1. This leader inadvertently saved Constantinople after winning the Battle of Ankara.  After conquering Anatolia, he captured Sultan Beyazid, who beat his own brains out in the cage in which he was held. Later this warrior marched on China, but he died en route.  This was only after conquering Persia, India, and Mesopotamia.  One of his descendents, Babur, went on to found the Moghul Empire in India. FTP identify this Turkic leader with a bad leg that ruled a great empire from Samarkand.


A.  Timur the Lame or Tamerlane
2. The “red fuming” variety of this compound is used in rocket fuel.  It reacts with copper to form a blue solid, and it reacts with ammonia to form a key component of fertilizers.  It can also be synthesized from ammonia via the Ostwald process, and it forms a mixture known as aqua regia when mixed with hydrochloric acid.  FTP, name this common strong acid with formula HNO3.


A: nitric acid (accept HNO3 before it is read)

3. Called “the Lord of the Northern Sky” in the Book of the Dead, he protects the sun barge of Re in the underworld and struggles against the serpentine monster Apep. Said by some sources to seize the souls of the unwary, his epic battle with Horus lasted eighty years and ended with him getting his foreleg and testicles torn off—ouch! Nephthys, though his consort, is also his sister, as is his arch enemy, whom he cut into pieces and scattered around Egypt. FTP name this mostly sinister figure from Egyptian myth, the god of the desert.


A. Set or Seth
4. One of the earliest written descriptions of this process comes from the 16th century, where it was called “toca” and used by the Spanish Inquisition. Khalid Sheikh Mohammed reportedly held out for over two minutes while undergoing it, though CIA operatives, some of whom have undergone it as part of their training, break on average after 14 seconds. Refusing to designate it as torture made some Democrats not support the candidacy of Michael Mukasey as Attorney General. FTP name this interrogation technique in which water is forced into the nose and mouth of a subject to simulate drowning.


A. waterboarding
5. Pencil and paper ready. FTP, find the logarithm base a of 32, knowing that the logarithm base a of 4 is 1.3 and the logarithm base a of 8 is 1.9.  Recall that the product rule for logarithms allows us to write that loga xy = log a x + loga y.


A. 3.2

6. The author of over 200 sonnets, most addressed to Vittoria Colonna and Tommaso Cavalieri, his writing showed the influenced of Ficino and other Neoplatonists of his day, and his architectural achievements include the Laurentian Library and Palazzo de Farnese. After a short apprenticeship with Ghirlandaio, he produced masterworks such as the tomb of Pope Julius II, Moses, the Pieta, and David. Name this Florentine artist best known for painting the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.


A. Michelangelo Buonarotti
7. In conversation with the headmaster Mr. Deasy, this character says that God is “a shout in the street” and later that “History is the nightmare from which I am trying to awake.” An earlier novel about him ends with his oath that he will “forge the conscience of [his] race in the smithy of [his] soul,” a metaphor for his desire to write about his native land, Ireland. Helped to avoid arrest after breaking the chandelier in Bella Cohen’s brothel by his surrogate father figure Leopold Bloom, FTP name this protagonist of A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man and Ulysses.


A. Stephen Dedalus
8. On Friday, November 23, he appeared on ABC’s broadcast of the Nebraska-Colorado college football game to introduce the Buffaloes starting line-ups. He was outraged at what he saw as an acquaintance’s reneging on a bet to perform a humiliating act on him when this character was able to prove that leprechauns exist, an action that led to the invasion of our imaginations by terrorists. In another recent episode, he blurted out that he once “touched wieners” with his cousin while pretending to have Tourette’s Syndrome. FTP these things have happened this season to what adorably bigoted character who constantly protests that he’s just big boned, not fat, on South Park.

A. Eric Cartman
9. His chief opponent in the presidential election he won had sent Boss Tweed to jail.  One of his election promises was that he would not run for reelection, a promise he kept.  One of the major third party rivals of his during his single election was the Greenback Party which nominated Peter Cooper for president.  Despite being a dark horse candidate and beating Blaine for the Republican nomination, FTP identify this man who defeated Samuel Tilden to become the 19th president of the United States only after promising to end Reconstruction during the 1876 presidential election.


A.  Rutherford B. Hayes
10. Tuning an old radio entails slightly changing the effective area of this circuit element, because of its relation to resonance frequency.  Its presence causes the current in a circuit to build more slowly, because this device briefly stores input energy in an electric field.  Its strength can be increased by adding a dielectric between its adjacent charged parallel plates.  FTP, name this charge-storing circuit element whose strength is measured in farads.


A: capacitor or condenser
11. In 1820 Edwin James became the first European to summit it.  Kathy Bates was supposedly inspired to write “America the Beautiful” upon passing by it.  Lying prominently in the Front Range of the Rockies, made of a type of pink granite named for it, FTP name this Colorado mountain named the first explorer to summit it in 1806 with a first name “Zebulon”.

A. Pike’s Peak
12. As a response to this law’s ambiguous language, the Supreme Court invoked the “Rule of Reason” governing its application.  Co-author George Hoar claimed that this law wouldn’t discriminate against entities that were simply more talented than others, while Illinois Representative William Mason claimed that this law wasn’t meant to lower prices. This law was famously invoked by William Howard Taft against American Tobacco and by Theodore Roosevelt against the Northern Securities Company.  FTP, name this 1890 law, followed up by the Clayton Act, the first U.S. legislation that attempted to root out monopolies.


A. Sherman Antitrust Act (prompt on “Sherman”)

13. Its practice is thought by true believers to be responsible for the victory over the Albigensians at Muret and at the Battle of Lepanto. Monday and Saturday are set aside for the Joyful, Tuesday and Friday for the Sorrowful, Wednesday and Sunday the Glorious, and Thursday is now set aside for the Luminous Mysteries, added by John Paul II. Involving meditations on decades, or sets of ten prayers, FTP what is this Catholic practice of recitations based on beads?


A. Rosary
14. Among the most distant ones known are Ymir and Thrym.  Two of the closest, Janus and Epimetheus, orbit their planet in less than 17 hours.  Other notable ones include the heavily cratered Tethys and Mimas, the half-white half-black Iapetus, and the icy Enceladus.  Prometheus and Pandora are among the “shepherd” ones which stabilize the F-ring.  FTP, name this group of at least 60 known bodies, the largest of which is Titan.


A: moons of Saturn or satellites of Saturn (prompt on “moons” before “60” is read)
15. Elizabeth Gaskell’s novel The Grey Woman and Charles Maturin’s Melmoth the Wanderer exemplify it, as does Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s short story “The Yellow Wallpaper.” Lewis’s The Monk also fits, as does The Mysteries of Udolpho by Anne Radcliffe, whose work was parodied by Jane Austen’s Northanger Abbey. Characterized by gloom, madness, and ancestral curses, FTP what is this literary genre begun by Horace Walpole’s Castle of Otranto?


A. Gothic literature 

16. Carneades of Cyrene, considered a thinker in this vein, created a three-grade theory of probability, with the highest level of possible belief being when something is probable, undisputed, and tested, but insisting that even in that case one can never be sure of a system’s truth. Looking to achieve ataraxia, or peace of mind, classical thinkers of this type hated dogmatism of any form, as did Pyrrho of Elis, who argued that we cannot know the inherent nature of things. Associated with David Hume in more modern times, FTP what is this school of thought which is based on doubt in human ability to achieve certainty in truth claims.


A. skepticism
17. Changan, capital city of this ruling dynasty, is considered one of the greatest cities of pre-modern times. Women were given significant power, including Yang Guifei, concubine of the emperor Xuanzong (shoo-an-zong), whose reign was disrupted by the rebellion of An Lushan. Another powerful woman was the Empress Wu, the only woman to rule china independently. Eventually succeeded by the Song Dynasty, FTP name this Chinese dynasty of 618-907 CE.


A. T’ang Dynasty

18. This composer wrote an opera set in the 14th century in which the titular papal notary and Roman tribune has a sister named Irene, who is almost abducted by Orsini. In addition to Rienzi, this composer wrote an opera in which Daland's daughter Senta promises to be faithful to the title character, and in another, the title character arrives in a boat pulled by swans to rescue the maiden Elsa who can't ask his identity. In addition to The Flying Dutchman and Lohengrin, this composer wrote music for the operas Tannhauser and Tristan and Isolde. FTP, name this German composer whose Ring Cycle includes the operas The Rhinegold and Siegfried.


A. Richard Wagner
19. If this particle were found to have an electric dipole moment, then time reversal invariance would be violated.  In an unbound state, this particle has a half-life of under 15 minutes, but it exists for much longer in its more familiar state.  It was not discovered until 1932 by James Chadwick, despite a composition similar to that of another nucleon.  Composed of two down quarks and one up quark, this is, FTP, what uncharged particle slightly heavier than a proton?


A: neutron
20. The author of this poem described his desire to create a “unity of effect” in its somber tone in an essay he wrote after publishing it in 1845. The sound the speaker hears, in conjunction with the “silken sad uncertain rustling of each purple curtain” thrills him, but when he finds the source of the sound, it enters unbidden and with the “mien of a lord or lady” alights on a bust of Pallas, uttering but one word, which happens to rhyme with the name of the speaker’s dead love, Lenore. FTP name this poem about the titular “ebony bird,” the most famous poem by Edgar Allan Poe.


A. “The Raven”

Delta Burke 2007—Round 6 Bonuseseses

1. Name these folks born on today’s date, November 30, FTPE.

A. The world was afflicted with this guy who finished second on American Idol’s second season and looks like an even wimpier Martin Short on this date in 1978.


A. Clay Aiken
B. This London-born singer scored a big 1994 hit with “You Gotta Be” 26 years after she was born.


A. Des’ree
C. This former lead singer of the British punk band Gen X got his sneer on in America in New Wave hits like “White Wedding” and “Eyes with a Face.” Today he’s 52. Weak.


A. Billy Idol
2. Stuff about a famous Supreme Court Case FTPE.

A. The plaintiff in this case sued Thomas Jefferson’s Secretary of State for not delivering his commission to be a judge in D.C.


A. Marbury vs. Madison
B. This president had appointed Marbury as one of the so-called “Midnight judges.”


A. John Adams
C. John Marshall’s opinion in this case established this concept, the idea that federal courts can overturn legislation they find to be inconsistent with the Constitution.


A. judicial review
3. Answer the following questions about New Zealand FTPE.

A. The capital, Wellington is located on this second largest island.

A. North Island

B. The North and South Islands are separated by what body of water?

A. Cook Strait

C. An alternate name for this largest mountain in New Zealand, which lies on the South Island is Aoraki; what’s its more common name?

A. Mt. Cook

4. Stuff about a certain South African author FTPE.

A. This man is best known for one novel, Cry, the Beloved Country.


A. Alan Paton
B. This Zulu tribesman and Anglican priest is the protagonist of Cry, the Beloved Country.


A. Stephen Kumalo
C. Probably Paton’s second-best-known novel, this other work focuses on an Afrikaner police officer’s struggles with his desire for a black woman.


A. Too Late the Phalarope
5. Answer these questions about mixtures of metals, FTSNOP:

A. F5P, give the general term for a metallic homogeneous mixture such as brass or steel.


A: alloy
B. F5P, what alloy is chiefly made of copper and tin?


A: bronze
C. FTP, an amalgam must contain what element?


A: mercury
D. FTP, mischmetal is an alloy of metals from what set of 15 elements?


A: lanthanides (prompt on “rare earth”)

6. Name these operas by Giacomo Puccini, FTPE.

A. The musical Rent is based on this opera, which ends with the death of Rodolfo's beloved, Mimi.


A. La Boheme
B. In this opera, the titular Japanese geisha is betrayed by an American naval lieutenant named Pinkerton.


A. Madame Butterfly
C. Events in this opera include the execution by firing squad of Mario, an attempted rape by Scarpia, and the suicide of the title character, who had earlier sung "Vissi d'arte."


A. Tosca
7. Pre-Socratic Philosophers and You, feel the relevance…Name some FTPE.

A. The earliest figure whom we call a philosopher was this Milesian thinker, predictor of eclipses and olive harvests, who believed water was the first principle and primary element of matter, ironic since it is thought he died of dehydration at the 58th Olympiad.


A. Thales
B. Diogenes Laertius is the primary source of information on this Ephesian thinker. his doctrine of change or flux and the concept of Logos as the central organizing principles of the universe was influential with the likes of Heidegger, Popper and Carl Jung.


A. Heraclitus
C. A student of Parmenides this member of the Eleatic School was called the inventor of the dialectic by Aristotle, though he most famous for his paradoxes of motion and space.


A. Zeno of Elea

8. Answer the following about Pompey the Great FTPE.

A. Pompey originally allied himself with Julius Caesar and Crassus in this ruling group.


A. First Triumvirate
B. After civil war broke out, Caesar supposedly uttered the words “Alea iacta est,” or “The die is cast,” before crossing this Italian river, now proverbial for making a choice which cannot be unmade.


A. Rubicon
C. Caesar’s forces finally crushed those of Pompey at this 48 BCE battle in northern Greece.


A. Pharsalus
9. Stuff about an American novelist FTPE.

A. This guy wrote the trilogy including The Financier, The Titan, and The Stoic, but he’s better known for his novel An American Tragedy.


A. Theodore Dreiser
B. Roberta Alden, pregnant with protagonist Clyde Griffiths’ child in An American Tragedy, dies (or is killed) in this manner.


A. drowning (acc. obvious equivalents)

C. Dreiser’s best known work may be this novel about Ms. Meeber’s rise to stardom while leaving Charles Drouet and George Hurstwood ruined.


A. Sister Carrie
10. In addition to a gas law, Thomas Graham coined a term to describe non-filterable mixtures which can exhibit the Tyndall effect.  FTP each …

A. Name this type of mixture, examples of which include milk and fog.


A: colloid
B. This 3-letter word refers to a colloid consisting solids dispersed in a liquid; it also refers to a body in our solar system.


A: sol
C. Not to be confused with a solution, what type of mixture has bigger particles than those of a colloid, such as mud dispersed in water?


A: suspension
11. Stuff about a feathered serpent from Mexico FTPE.

A. First, what primus of the Aztec pantheon was known as the feathered serpent?


A. Quetzalcoatl
B. Quetzalcoatl came to prominence in this ancient city, the largest pre-Columbian settlement, known for its Pyramid of the Sun.


A. Teotihuican
C. In Toltec tradition, Quetzalcoatl was the counterpart or antagonist of this sinister deity, the Smoking Mirror.


A. Tezcatlipoca
12. Answer the following about a tiny and insignificant state FTPE.

A. The dissenter Baptist Roger Williams founded the first European city in this US state at Providence in 1636.


A. Rhode Island
B. This Puritan woman was tried as a heretic in Massachusetts and exiled, so she moved down to Rhode Island.


A. Anne Hutchinson
C. The only other thing to ever happen in Rhode Island after the 17th century was this rebellion of 1841 and 42 in which non-landowners rallied by the uprising’s namesake agitated for the vote.


A. Dorr’s Rebellion

13. For some juicy math points, consider selecting at random one shirt from a dark closet containing 6 blue shirts and 4 shirts that are not blue. FTPE:
A.  Find the probability of drawing one blue shirt.
A 6/10 or 3/5
B.  Find the odds in favor of  a blue shirt being selected.
A. 3 to 2
C.  Find the probability of drawing one shirt that is blue or one shirt that is not blue.
A. 1
14. ID these poems of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow FTPE.

A. This long 1847 poem depicts the title character’s exile from Acadie to Louisiana.


A. Evangeline
B. The title figure of this poem is a “brawny man” who “swing[s] his heavy sledge/With measured beat and slow.”


A. “The Village Blacksmith”

C. The title action of this poem takes place “[o]n the eighteenth of April, in Seventy Five” and describes the title figure’s “cry of defiance, and not of fear.”


A. “Paul Revere’s Ride” (title must be in that order)

15. Pencil and paper ready.  A ball is dropped from rest from a very tall tower.  Ignore air friction, and assume that g = 9.8 meters per second squared.  FTP each …

A. In meters, how far does the ball fall in 1 second?


A: 4.9 meters

B. In meters per second, how fast is the ball traveling 2 seconds?


A: 19.6 meters per second

C. If the ball is dropped from a height of 490 meters, then to the nearest second, how many seconds will it take to hit the ground?


A: 10 seconds

16. Name these architects FTPE.
A. Also a noted astronomer, this English architect designed Saint Paul's Cathedral.


A. Christopher Wren
B. "Form follows function" was a phrase coined by this creator of the Wainwright Building.


A. Louis Sullivan
C. The Sydney Opera House was designed by this Danish architect.


A. Jorn Utzon
17. Name these American Christian churches FTPE.

A. This church founded by William Miller gets its name from its belief in Saturday as the sabbath.


A. Seventh Day Adventists
B. Founded in 1872 by Charles Taze Russell, its followers meet in Kingdom Halls.


A. Jehovah’s Witnesses
C. This group founded by Mary Baker Eddy is known for its ubiquitous reading rooms in large cities.


A. Christian Science (acc. Christian Scientists or other variation)

18. Answer the following about sugars, FTSNOP:

A. FTP, this 5-carbon sugar has one fewer oxygen atom at position C-2 than ribose does.


Answer:  deoxyribose
B. F5P each, lactose is a disaccharide comprised of what two 6-carbon sugars?


Answer:  glucose and galactose
C. FTP, the linkage between two monosaccharides is always this type of linkage, in which one of them is linked through its hemi-acetal OH group.


Answer:  glycosidic linkage

19. ID these novels by Chuck Dickens FTPE.

A. In this one Estella originally cheats Pip of love because of Miss Havisham and a bunch of stuff happens and then they Pip and Estella get hooked up.


A. Great Expectations
B. The seemingly never-ending case of Jarndyce vs. Jarndyce makes up much of the plot of this novel.


A. Bleak House
C. This serial work describes the loosely related adventures of Samuel, the title character, and his run-ins with comic villain Alfred Jingle.


A. The Pickwick Papers
20. FTPE, identify the following battles from Western Asian history.

A. In this 530 battle, Belisarius destroyed a Persian army twice the size of his own.  The battle took place in Syria and, despite the great Byzantine victory, Belisarius would be defeated a short time later at the Battle of Nisibis.

A.  Battle of Dara or Daras
B. This battle was the first confrontation of the Byzantines and the Arabs.  Emperor Hericlius’s army was destroyed here and the Arabs annexed most of the provinces of Syria and Palestine in 636.


A.  Battle of Yarmuk (or Yarmouk) River

C. In this 1071 battle, Romanus IV Diogenes attacked the Seljuks under the command of Alp Arslan, who destroyed Romanus’s army.  It is seen by many historians as the beginning of the end of the Empire.


A.  Battle of Manzikert
