3rd VT High School Invitational Tournament – Round 4

Questions by Dennis Loo

1.
You may need pencil and paper.  A certain angle has a terminal side which is located in either the first or second quadrant. If the cosine of the angle is
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, then FTP, find the measure of the angle.

A:
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radians

 (Accept 120 degrees.)

2.
It is 672 degrees on the Rankine scale, 80 degrees on the Reamur scale, and 373 Kelvins on the absolute temperature scale.  FTP, name this point, which is also 212 degrees on the Fahrenheit scale and 100 degrees on the Celsius scale.

A:
boiling point of water (Accept steam point of water.)

3. 
He was elected to the French Assembly in 1848 and later became a senator during the Third Republic.  However, he is better known for his literary works, which include collections of poems such as Les Contemplations, and plays such as Cromwell, Hernani, and Ruy Blas.  However, he is perhaps best known for a work in which Archdeacon Claude Frollo is thrown from the top of the cathedral tower by Quasimodo.  FTP, name this author of The Hunchback of Notre Dame.

A:
Victor Hugo
4.
They include the Letter of Jeremiah, the Book of Judith, the Books of the Maccabees, additions to the Book of Daniel and Book of Esther, and the Wisdom of Solomon.  Roman Catholics consider them as deuterocanonical, while Protestants attribute less authority to them.  FTP, name this collection of Jewish writings found in the Greek version of the Hebrew Bible, but which are not in the Hebrew Bible itself.

A:
The Apocrypha
5.
In a recent press conference, he said, “This is how I spent my summer.”  He went on to tell his side of the side of the sordid tale about the confirmation of his appointment as ambassador to Mexico.  FTP, identify this former Governor of Massachusetts, whose nomination was stalled by Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Jesse Helms.

A:
William Weld
6.
The Fates appeared at his mother’s home one day, and told her that his life would last only as long as the log that was on the fire.  Hearing this, she quickly doused the fire and saved the log.  However, after she learned that he had killed her brothers, she later killed him by throwing the log onto the fire.  He slew his uncles after they taunted him for giving the trophy of a certain hunt to the huntress Atalanta.  FTP, name this hunter who slayed the Caledonian Boar.

A:
Meleager

7.
It is set in Nagasaki in the early part of this century.  Containing the famous aria “Un Bel Di,” it tells about the love affair of a naval officer and a geisha.  The title character waits faithfully for the return of Lieutenant Pinkerton, but when he returns with his American wife, she is asked to give up the son she had with Pinkerton.  She does so, and then commits suicide.  FTP, name this Puccini opera, which tells the story of Cho-Cho-San.

A:
Madame Butterfly
8.
The easternmost island of the Greater Antilles, it was originally occupied by Carib and Arawak Indians, and was visited by Columbus in 1493.  Following the Spanish-American War, the U.S. gained posession of it, and it became a commonwealth in 1952.  FTP, name this territory, whose capital is San Juan.

A:
Puerto Rico
9.
He hoped to preserve most of his empire by designating his eldest son heir to the throne, and promised his other sons territory in Bavaria and Aquitaine.  Unfortunately, the younger sons refused and rebelled against him, precipitating a bloody civil war.  By the time the Treaty of Verdun ended the conflict, he was dead, leaving Lothair ruling the Middle Kingdom, Louis the German ruling the Eastern Kingdom, and Charles the Bald ruling the Western Kingdom.  FTP, name this Holy Roman Emperor, the son of Charlemagne, whose reign lasted from 814 to 840.

A:
Louis I the Pious

10.
This book was subtitled as “A psychological study of primitive youth for Western civilization.”  The main question is whether conflicts and disturbances which occur during adolescence are caused due to the nature of adolescence itself, or to the society in which they live.  FTP, name this influential anthropological study of life on a South Pacific island, written by Margaret Mead.

A:
Coming of Age in Samoa
END OF TOSS-UP ROUND #1

11.
Harry Sinclair of Monmouth Oil paid $305,000 in cash, bonds, and cattle, while Edward Doheny gave the Secretary of the Interior a $100,000 unsecured loan.  This gave them access to naval oil reserves in Wyoming and California.  Eventually, the Secretary of the Interior, Albert Fall, was convicted and imprisoned for bribery.  FTP, name this scandal of the Harding administration.

A:
Teapot Dome
12.
This work was subtitled “...for preventing the Children of poor People in Ireland, from being a Burden to their Parents or Country; and for making them beneficial to the Publick.”  It details a plan in which the children of the poor should be fattened and slaughtered to feed the rich and is held up as a textbook case of ironic logic.  FTP, name this pamphlet, one of the best-known works of Jonathan Swift.

A:
A Modest Proposal
13.
They were named by Captain John Strong in 1689, and became a British Crown Colony in 1833.  The colony consists of roughly 200 islands, with a total area of about 4,700 square miles of hilly terrain, and a population of just over two thousand, the majority of whom lived in the capital of Stanley. For reasons of national pride, Argentina took interest in them, invading the islands in 1982 and precipitating  a brief war with Great Britain.  FTP, name this island group in the South Atlantic.

A:
Falkland Islands

14.
His fleet was unable to sail off to war, because he had killed a stag sacred to Artemis, who was withholding the winds in vengeance.  To appease the goddess, he had to sacrifice his daughter Iphigenia, thus drawing the enmity of his wife.  He commanded the Greek forces in the Trojan War, but just after returning home ten years later, he was killed in his bath by his wife Clytemnestra and her lover Aegisthius.  FTP, name this Greek king, who was avenged by his children, Electra and Orestes.

A:
Agamemnon
15.
The ideas for it first came into existence when the ultraviolet catastrophe was solved by Max Planck.  These ideas were further developed by Albert Einstein’s work on the photoelectric effect, Louis de Broglie’s suggestion that electrons had wave properties, and Erwin Schrodinger’s formulation of a wave function for electrons.  FTP, name this branch of physics, in which taking a measurement can change the value of the measurement itself.

A:
quantum mechanics
16.
He based much of his work on the life of his great-grandfather, a colonel in the Confederate army who was killed in Ripley, Mississippi by a political rival.  Events such as these gave him the inspiration for novels like Sartoris and The Unvanquished.  He lived in Oxford, Mississippi for most of his life, and the area around the town became the basis for his fictional Yoknapatawpha County.  FTP, name this Southern author whose most famous works are The Sound and the Fury and As I Lay Dying.

A:
William Faulkner
17.
He organized a series of conspiracies and insurrections around Piedmont in the 1830s and 1840s with fellow revolutionary Giuseppe Mazzini, and led a corps of volunteers in the fight for Piedmont.  Count Cavour ordered him to attack Sicily with his band of guerillas in May 1860, at which point his army swept through Palermo, crossed the straits of Messina, and took Naples without resistance.  FTP, name this Italian revolutionary, the commander of the Army of a Thousand, whose followers were often known as the Redshirts.

A:
Giuseppe Garibaldi
18.
He was supported and funded by “The Secret Six”, a group of northern abolitionists.  However, his plan was poorly conceived, and he was surrounded and captured in 1859 by a force of Marines under the command of Robert E. Lee.  FTP, name this man who, with 20 others, seized an arsenal at Harpers Ferry in an attempt to incite a slave uprising.

A:
John Brown 
19.
These molecules, which are unique in their ability to reproduce themselves, consist of a backbone made up of phosphates and a type of sugar, and four bases.  Of these bases, adenine pairs with thymine, and guanine pairs with cytosine.  FTP, name this acid contained in all human cells, discovered in 1953 by James Watson and Francis Crick.

A:
deoxyribonucleic acid (Accept DNA.)

20.
Texas Transfers do not involve going to the Lone Star State, Flannery refers not to the author of Wise Blood, and Gerber isn’t a baby food.  Systems used in this game involve Roth-Stone, Precision, and Standard American.  Its world championship is the Bermuda Bowl, and one of the U.S. championships is named after its inventor, Harold Vanderbilt.  FTP, name this card game, in which a declarer tries to make a contract bid forhis partnership, in either clubs, diamonds, hearts, spades or no-trump.

A:
Contract Bridge
END OF TOSS-UP ROUND #2

21.
His early works, like “The Fire of Drift-Wood,” are known for their melancholic tone.  He received a professorship at Harvard in 1836, and was awarded honorary degrees from Oxford and Cambridge.  Though he wrote The Wreck of the Hesperus and The Village Blacksmith, he is best known for his long verse narrations of American history and myth.  FTP, name this poet, famous for works such as The Courtship of Miles Standish and Paul Revere’s Ride.

A:
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
22.
During his life, he was called “Peter the Droll” because according to one critic, “There are very few works from his hand that the beholder can look at seriously, without laughing.”  Known for depictions of rustic life and landscapes, this sixteenth century master created a series of six paintings depicting the seasons, including Hunters in the Snow.  FTP, name this Flemish painter whose scenes of village life are best memorialized in The Peasant Dance and Peasant Wedding.

A:
Pieter Breugel (BROY gal) the Elder

23.
You may need pencil and paper.  FTP, find the vertex of the parabola 

. (Read as: x squared plus two x minus five).  

A:
(-1, -6)
24.
The Eastern Sea, the Marsh of Decay, the Bay of Dew, the Lake of Dreams, the Ocean of Storms, the Sea of Showers, the Sea of Crises, and the Sea of Tranquility are all located, FTP, on what heavenly body?

A:
the Moon (Accept Luna.  Accept lunar maria if given before “what heavenly body?” is read.)

25.
It was inscribed on a slab of black stone about 8 feet high and consists of roughly 4,000 lines.  At the top of the slab, there is a picture of the ruler who issued the decrees receiving his authority from Shamash, the sun god.  According to it, a wife taken in adultery was to be killed along with her lover, and it is probably the original set of laws which asks for “an eye for an eye.”  FTP, name this set of laws which takes its name from the Babylonian king who developed it.

A:
The Code of Hammurabi
26.
The play’s title refers to Epiphany.  In it, Viola and Sebastian are shipwrecked in Illyria.  Shortly afterwards, Viola dresses as a man and attracts the attention of Countess Olivia.  A complicated set of love mishaps occur until Viola is matched with Duke Orsino and Sebastian with Olivia.   FTP, name this last true comedy of Shakespeare, famous for Orsino’s quote “If music be the food of love, play on...”

A:
The Twelfth Night
27.
FQTP, identify the US Air Force pilot who evaded capture for several days after his fighter jet was shot down over Bosnia in July of 1995. 

A:
Scott O’Grady
28.
This band ironically declared “As any modern man can see, that religion is obsolete,” in the song “Planned Obsolescence” from their first extended play recording Human Conflict Number Five.  This and another early album were later combined and re-released as Hope Chest.    Their newest album, Love Among the Ruins, features Mary Ramsey on lead vocals, but they are probably better known for albums such as Our Time in Eden and In My Tribe.  FTP, name this band who appeared on had a smash hit with a remake of Patti Smith’s “Because the Night,” whose former lead singer was Natalie Merchant.

A:
10,000 Maniacs
29.  Some of the peripheral characters in this book include Beattie the fire chief and the Mechanical Hound.  The protagonist’s views on learning and thought are changed after he meets group of men who have memorized many of the major world’s great literary works.  The story revolves around Guy Montag, one of a group of firemen whose job it is to prevent free thinking by finding and burning books.  FTP, name this Ray Bradbury classic, whose title is the same as the temperature at which paper burns.

A:
Fahrenheit 451
30.
He is referred to in Langland’s Piers Plowman, and the first detailed history about him places him in southwest Yorkshire.  The best known ballad about him tells of his duel against Guy of Gisborne.  His true name was supposedly Robert Fitz-Ooth, and he was reputed to have been the Earl of Huntingdon.  FTP, name this outlaw who appears in Sir Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe as Locksley, the legendary master bowman who lived in Sherwood Forest.

A:
Robin Hood
END OF BONUS ROUND

Team Round Categories
1) Oooh, Look What I Found: Scientific Discoveries and Discoverers

2) Come on Barbie, Let’s Go Party: American Political Parties Past and Present

3) Communists I Have Known

Category 1: Oooh, Look What I Found: Scientific Discoveries and Discoverers

1. X-Rays
Wilhelm K. Roentgen
2. Circulation of Blood
William Harvey
3. “Dephlogisticated air,” or oxygen 
Joseph Priestley
4. The planet Uranus
William Herschel
5. Animal Electricity
Luigi Galvani
6. Absolute Zero
William Thomson, Lord Kelvin
7. The nucleus
Ernest Rutherford
8. Radio Waves
Heinrich Hertz
9. Vaccine for smallpox
Willliam Jenner
10. Radium
Pierre or Marie Curie
11. Penicillin
Alexander Fleming
Category 2: Come on Barbie, Let’s Go Party: American Political Parties, Past and Present

1.
Really the country’s first party, their leaders supported a loose interpretation of the Constitution.  John Adams was elected President from this party.

A:
Federalist Party

2.
A new party whose primary issues have been opposing NAFTA, restraining immigration, and the federal deficit. They nominated Ross Perot in 1996.

A:
Reform Party

3.
They stress individual liberty and the end of government intrusion, their 1996 Presidential candidate was Harry Browne.

A:
Libertarian Party

4.
A primarily southern party mostly linked by their hatred of Andrew Jackson, they got William Henry Harrison elected.

A:
Whig Party

5.
Favoring homestead and the exclusion of slavery from the territories, they gained the most fame from their nomination of Martin Van Buren in 1848.

A:
Free-Soil Party

7.
Created by a split of Republicans led by Robert La Follette, this party tried to balance conservatism and populism.  It gained the most fame under the alternate name “Bull Moose Party” when Theodore Roosevelt ran for President in 1912.

A:
Progressives
8.
Growing out of a fear of oaths and secret societies which they felt were controlling the world, they nominated William Wirt for President in 1832.

A:
Anti-Masonic Party

6.
They nominated John Haeglin for the 1996 presidential election.  They emphasize prevention-oriented government, and plan to bring national life into harmony through meditation.

A:
Natural Law Party

9.
Formed as a protest against the Kansas – Nebraska Act and against immigrants, this party nominated Millard Fillmore for President in 1856.

A:
American Party (Accept Know-Nothing Party.)

10.
They supported unlimited coinage of silver, a graduated income tax, and government ownership of railways and telephone lines.  They nominated James Weaver for President in 1892.

A:
Populist Party

11. Instrumental in securing the passage of the 18th Amendment, they nominated John St. John in 1884.

A:
Prohibition Party

Category 3: Communists I Have Known

1.
He wrote Das Kapital and The Communist Manifesto and viewed history as as a struggle between the classes.

A:
Karl Marx
2.
Marx’s co-collaborator, he also wrote The Condition of the English Working Class, and viewed himself as thje guardian of Marxist ideology after Marx’s death.

A:
Friedrich Engels
3.
Known origianlly as Vladimir Ulyanov, he returned to Petrograd from his exile in Switzerland in 1917 to lead the Bolshevik Revolution, and to become the head of the Council of People’s Comissars

A:
Vladimir Nikolai Lenin

4.
The commisar for the national minorities in the first Soviet government, he led the Soviet Union through Wolrld War Two, and was interred in the Lenin mausoleum when he died on March 5, 1953.

A:
Joseph V. Stalin
5.
The comissar of foreign affairs in the first Soviet government, he supported the expansion of the Proletariat revolution to the whole world.  After losing a power struggle with Stalin, he fled to Mexico, where he was killed in 1940.

A:
Leon Trotsky (Bronstein)

6.
In one of the more animated moments of the Cold War, he banged his shoe on the lectern while giving a speech at the United Nations, and made the now famous declaration, “We will bury you.”

A:
Nikita Krushschev
7.
The leader of the national Liberation Movement, after initially leaning towards the Soviets, he asserted Yugoslavian independence and differentiated Yugoslavian aims from those of the Soviet Union.  His personality dominated Yugoslavia until his death in 1980.

A:
Marshall Tito
8.
The leader of the Red Army which eventually crushed the Nationalistsn he became the first Chairman of the Central People’s Administrative Council, and later led China into the “Great Leap Foward.”

A:
Mao Tse-Tung

9.
He ended the personality cult built around Mao, muted a call for class struggle and exportation of the Communist revolution, and adopted many Western practices to improve the economy.

A:
Deng Xiaoping

10.
He helped found the French Communist party. Later he formed the Vietminh which he used to secure Hanoi and created a republic.  After the reoccupation by the French, he overthrew the French to create the communist North Vietnam.

A:
Ho Chih Minh

11.
He was the first president of North Korea, ruling from 1948 to 1994.

A:
Kim Il Sung
1.
Place the following events from the French Revolution in order for 5 points each:  the First Republic is proclaimed, the Robespierre becomes head of the Jacobins, the Directory is instituted, the Reign of Terror begins, the Bastille is stormed, and King  Louis XVI is executed.

A:
the Bastille is stormed, the First Republic is proclaimed, Robespierre becomes head of the Jacobins, King Louis XVI is executed, the Reign of Terror begins, the Directory is instituted

2.
Answer the following questions about Arthurian legend for the stated number of points.


a. For 5 points, give the name of Arthur’s treacherous son, who kills him in battle at Camlainn.


A: Mordred (Accept Modred.)


b. For 10 points, identify the knight who was second in strength and skill only to Launcelot.  This knight was in love with Iseult.


A: Sir Tristram(acc. Sir  Tristan)


c. Only three knights were pure enough of heart and mind to see the Holy Grail.  For 5 points each, name them.


A: Sir Bors, Sir Percivale, and Sir Galahad
3.
You may need paper and pencil.  Take the acceleration due to gravity to be negative 10 meters per second squared.  A boy throws a ball straight up into the air.  The ball reaches a maximum height of 5 meters above the ground.  Answer the following questions for 10 points each.


a. With what initial velocity was the ball thrown?


A: 10 meters per second

b. For how long was the ball in the air?


A: 2 seconds

c. What was the velocity of the ball at t = 1 second?


A: 0 meters per second

4.
Name the person, 30-20-10.


(30) He attended the Ringe and Latin High School.  His freshman year in college, he made his presence known in the NCAA Championship game by goaltending the first four North Carolina shots.


(20) That championship game occurred as he was playing center for Georgetown.  He would eventually win a championship his junior year, but was denied by Villanova his senior year.


(10) He was the first lottery pick ever, drafted by the New York Knicks in 1985.  He’s been with the Knicks ever since.


A: Patrick Ewing
5. 
Identify each of the following works for 15 points each.  If you need the author, you will receive 5 points.


(15) It’s narrated by the adolescent Holden Caulfield, who runs away for two adventurous days in New York City.  When asked by his sister Phoebe what he wanted to do, he imagines himself to be the protector of small children, making sure that children wouldn’t fall over a cliff.


(5) J.D. Salinger


A: The Catcher in the Rye

(15) This 1920 novel is the story of a monotonous small town called Gopher Prairie, and the efforts of Carol Kennicott to enliven it.  However, she fails in her attempt to defeat the social malaise which the author terms as the “village virus.”


(5) Sinclair Lewis


A: Main Street
6.
Even old New York was once New Amsterdam.  Given a former name of a city, give its current name for the stated number of points.


(5) Byzantium
A: Istanbul
(5) Tenochtitlan
A: Mexico City

(10) Edo
A: Tokyo
(10) Danzig
A: Gdansk
7.
Identify the playwright from works for 10 points.  If you need a second clue, you will receive 5 points.


(10) The Skin of Our Teeth
(5) Our Town

A: Thorton Wilder

(10) After the Fall
(5) The Crucible

A: Arthur Miller

(10) The Glass Menagerie
(5) A Streetcar Named Desire

A: Thomas Lanier (Tennessee) Williams
8.
Answer the following questions about space exploration for the stated number of points each.


a. For 5 points, give the name of the first man in space.


A: Yuri Gagarin

b. For 5 points, give the name of the first American to orbit the Earth in space.


A: John Glenn

c. For 5 points for 2 or 10 points for all 3, name the astronauts involved in the Apollo 11 mission,  which was the first to land men on the Moon.


A: Neil Armstrong, Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin, and Michael Collins

d. For 10 points, give the name of the first Space Shuttle.


A: Columbia
9. 
Answer these related questions for 10 points each.


a. Name the wandering conjurer who was tempted by Mephistopheles when he was disillusioned and despairing.  Hell tries to seize his soul, but he dies a good man.


A: Faust

b. Name the author of Faust, who published the first part of the work in 1808, and the second part in 1831.


A: Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

c. Finally, there were two major musical works having to do with Faust.  One composer wrote a piece titled The Damnation of Faust, and another wrote an opera entitled Faust.  FTP, name either of these composers.


A: Hector Berlioz, Charles Gounod
10.
Answer the following questions about people who had problems in Hades for 10 points each.


a. This musician won the freedom of his love Eurydice from Hades on the condition that he not turn back to see if she was following him out of the underworld.  Just as he was about to make it out, he looked back and lost her forever.


A: Orpheus

b. This king cooked  his son and served him to the gods at a feast.  As punishment, he was placed into a pool up to his neck, with fruits hanging just overhead.  The water would recede every time he stooped to drink, the waters would recede, and the fruit would be blown out of reach everytime he stretched out to take one.


A: Tantalus

c. This king was so clever he even outwitted the gods several times.  However, they got the last laugh, as he was condemned to push a stone up a hill for all of eternity, only to have it roll back down just before he got to the top.


A: Sisyphus
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